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1, line 2) from bot,/«>* No. 15. read'^Jo. 16. 

6 „ 3 „ after 23d read of February 
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35, head -line /or and rearf at i; 

53, line 19, from top, deie , if we arc rightly informe(^ 

66 „ 11 „ for were given read received 
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102 „ 13, from bot , after steering read nearly 
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extract at the back of leaf cont^ing the 
Errata to this volume. 
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The following extract was omitted at p. 574 of the Appendit to this 
volume, fee p, 318 , also the Errata in the preceding page. 

Nods avpns lu dans les Nos. 282 et 288 du Moniteur, article Lnndresy 
extraits de| papicfs anglais, le rapport inexact du capitaine anglais Black- 
wood ; il liindigue toute I'escadre. Elle attestera toute entire qu’un seal 
vaisseau ii 74, {I' Ajax) et la fr(^*gate tAmtlie^ parent approrher les trois 
Vtiisseaiuc enneinis, parce qiie le vent tomba tout-iVfait, et changer ensuite cap 
pour ce qui y pla^’ait ses derniers : ils etaient done les seals maitres d’at- 
taqa|f, efloin d’en venir k une seconde action, en se dirigeant sur le vaisseau 
I'Ajkx et la frigate I'AmHie^ ils ont fui. L’intrepidit^ des marins qui com- 
port I’escadre ne le eddera enrien k celles des Anglais; et le moment 
vieiSra peut-etre ou le capitaine Blackwood aura k fairc une autre preuve de 
cour^ que celle dont il se vante. II est faux que le vaisseau amiral de 
canontait tir^ une bord(!e k ce capitaine ni aux aiitres; certes s’il avait pu 
les joiidre ils s'en seraient apergus. 11 faut, monsieur, avoir la jactance d’lm 
Anglais pour vouloir faire penser que le feu de ttois vaisseaux de cettc nation 
puiss^ faire taire celui de six de ndtre et les faire fair. Monikurj of No* 
venaber 4, 1810. 
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BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEEl^. 

The number of line-of-battle s^ips, in colimisslon I 809 . 
as cruisers at the date of the Abstract for tj|i pre- 
sent year,* has attained an; 'amount not pi;^yl»us}y 
equalled, nor subsequeni^lexceeded. Thi& ajbs^ct 
also exhibits, in its latgl# line total, the gr^test 
'imraber of line-of-battle ships to be found in th«ame 
compartment of any othefj abstract of the s%ies; 
and among- the ships ar6 iCof that fine class, t|e N 
or middling sized 74, exoibsive of 16 other Ships 
of the same class, that rem^ed unfinished of those 
which had been ordered in inte edent years. The 
number of national prizes, purchased into the ser^^ce 
during the year 1807, will be found to be nearly 
double that of any other year within the limits 
of this work and the casualty-column on the De- 
crease side displays a total, greater by a trifle than 
has appeared, or than, probably, will again appear. 

Of the 38 british vessels so lost, no fewer than 2#! 
foundered at sea or were wrecked ; and, unhauffll^ a 
great proportion of their crews perished wilh^hem. 

The number of commissioned officers masters, o«c«n 

A" oftbe 

navy. 

* See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 15. 

t See Appendix, Nos. 1, 3, and 3. 

VOL. V. 



2 BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 

1808 . belong||ig to the british navy at the commencement 


of the TOar 1808, was, 

J^dmirals 48 

Vice-admirals 55 , 

, Rear-admirals 58 


, „ . superannuated 31 

Post-captains . . ♦ ' . . 700 

» » 27 

Commanders, or sloop-captains 501 
„ superannuated 49 

Lieutenants 2912 

, Masters . . 549 

And the number of seamen and marines, voted for the 
service of the same year, was 130000.* 

Exer- A new era was commencing ip the navy of France. 
Napo-^Sucli had been Napoleon’s exertions since the fatal 
i^onto affair of j,Trafalgar, that the spring of this year saw 
him possessed of upwards of 80 sail of the line, in- 
"“w- eluding 20 recently ordered to be laid down at Ant- 
werp; Brest, Lorient, Toulon, and other ports. In 
BrCst a squadron of eight sail of the line and four 
frigates was, in the course of the summer, got reac^ 
for sea, and only remained in port because unable 
to elude the vigilance of the Channel fleet under 
admiral lord Garnbier, who, since March, had suc- 
ceeded to the command of it. Early in the year, 
as will be presently ipore fully noticed, a french 
squadron ot six sail ‘ of the line sailed from the 
rpad of Isle d’Aix, and large and powerful frigates 
lyere occasionally slipping out of other pprts along 
the french Channel and Atlantic frontier. Of the 
minor parts of France, Cherbourg was fast rising 
i into importance : the basin there constructing, and 

S ly finished, would in a year or two, it was 
eted, be capable of holding a fleet of liile-of- 
^^hips- It had long been a celebrated port for 
ffigatei^t'and several very fine and powerful ones 
had sailed from, and were constructing within it. 

5^* See Appendix^ No. 4* - 
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The fiy0 french sail of the line and one fri||at0>)8O 
long shut up in the harbour of Gadiz^ ihet a^ecuUar ' 
fate ; a fate that was the opening Scene pf ; a ipost 
interesting era in the annals of freedom^ and of 
which we shall presently give some account,* 

The french Mediterranean ports were again be- 
coming objects of enticement to british squadrons. foTeein 
Toulon, Venice, and even Spezzia, were in full acti- 
vity. In the former port a ship of 120 guns, the Com - neaa. 
merce-de-Paris, and another of 80, the Robuste, had 
recently been launched ; and a new 74, the Genois, 
had arrived there from Genoa. These, with the Bo- 
ree and Annibal 74s already in the road, made five 
sail of the line. There were also three or four line- 
of-battle-sbips on the sj;ocks, two of which, one a 
three-decker, were nearly ready for launching. At 
Genoa a 74, the Breslaw, was expected to be launched 
in the autumn, and one or two others were building 
at Venice; and, in the language of the Expos6, 
Spezzia would soon be a second Toulon. To the five 
french sail of the line already at anchor in the last- 
named port, and which were under the command of 
vice-admiral Ganteaume, five others were added in 
the course of the spring. .Whence these came we 
will proceed to relate; but how it happened that 
they escaped the numerous british cruisers scattered 
over the ocean is not so easily to be explained. < 

The british squadron,' which, towards the end;of^.''j^ 
the year 1807, was stationed off Rochefort to watch stra- 
the motions of the french squadron at anchor in 
road, was composed of seven sail of the line under t% to qdt 
command of rear-admiral sir Richard John Strachaii 
in the Caesar. In order tfie better to enforce the koAo- 
blockade, Sir Richard anchored his ships in RasqUft 
roads. On the 29th of November, being slro,^ cf 
provisions, the squadron weighed and 6100400 the 
offing, in the hope of falling in with someyi^allers, 
which sir Richard had appointed to me^t^im at th^ 
distance pf 10 or 12 leagues Sputh-ii^est of Roche 
Bonne. Being driven by strong nprth-east gales 
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*^>rathpr,|ieyon4 the rendezvousv ^«id dplpy hay- 
'jlSr* j>lff (iK!|eprre4,in the departure of the yictmaJlers l^ouj 
Eptfl,aj|id« the squadron did not get its want^ suj^pjlied, 
beforq^*itne 12th of January j nor was it iintil tlw 
18th that the state of the , weather would permit 
the Mediator to be cleared, and the provisions 
which she had brought out to be divided among the 
shipsr 

In the interim some important occurrences had 
happened in the port, the entrance to which sir 
Richard Strachan’s squadron had thus been, com- 
pelled to leave unguarded. On the 4th of January 
the french 74-gun ship Patriote, captain Joseph'-Hya- 
cinthe-Isidore Khrom, from Chesapeake bay, as re- 
cently as the 16th of December, had anchored in the 
Escape jgjg (j»A.ix ; and on the 17th of January, at 8 

french A. M., rear-admiral Allemand, observing that only a 
dron' frigate and brig cruised off theport, took advantageofa 
moderate breeze at north-east by north, and put to sea 
with the 120 gun-ship Majestueux, 74 gun-ships Ajax, 
(newly launched,) Jemmappes, Lion, Magnanime, 
and Suffren, one frigate, and one brig-corvette. 

The british frigate off theport; which was the 
Phoenix, captain Zachary Mudge^ lay to about 20 
minutes to watch the motions of the french ships; 
when, finding that the latter were in chase of her, 
she signalled the 18-gun brig-sloop Raleigh, captain 
Joseph Ore Masefield, to close, and made all' sail 
west by north. At 1 1 a. m. the Phoenix lost sight 
of the french squadron, and at noon despatched the 
Raleigh to England with the intelligence. Oft' the 
19th, while in search of sir Richard’s squadron, the 
frigate fell in’with the Attack gun-brig, lieutehant 
"^dmas Swain, and communicated to‘ hef the im- 
^|iii>i^t information. On the 20th the Phoenix re- 
coin^i^qd Isle d’Yeu and discovered lying in the 
roadt d^ne-oLbattle ship, partially rigged, and 
three brig§i‘ ^o of which appeared rea% for Sea ; 
she then st^ed for England, and* on the tidth 
anchored in Oa^and bay. 



ESOASi'oi^ 6* 

It oift the day 'pt^VioTls t'd 

tifae Phteiiix iii Eagland," that AttadV i^Wcde^ded 
finding liir Eifchard Stfachah ; who was^ then* iabottt 
50mi]te3 'south-west of Chasseron lighthouse,' SmVing 
his utmost against a strong north-east wind‘ to re- 
gain his station. Scarcely had the squadrofi inade 
sail in the direction of Cape Finisterre ere the Wind 
shifted to the westward, froip which quarter it, blew 
a tempest- during several successive days. The lohs 
of the GmsaFs main yard w’as^ however, the pritici-; 
pal damage sustained by the squadron ; and on the 
29th sir Richard took as a substitute the main yard sails la 
of the Donegal, who, being leaky and very Short of 
provisions, had been ordered to proceed to England. 

This left with the rear-admiral the 


frear-ad. (b.) sir R. John Strac^an, bt. K. B.. 

nu %^msar •< , T>t^i j — 


74 < 


\ captain Charles Richardson, 

Spartiate . ... sir Francis Lafbrey, bt. 

Colossus .... ,, James Nicoll Morris, 

Cumberland,. „ hon, Philip Wodehouse. 

Renown , . . . „ Samuel Jackson. » 

LSuperb Thomas Alexander, acting. 

The squadron was unable to clear the bay until the 
1st or 2d of February, when sir Richard crowded 
sail towards the Straits of Gibraltar, rightly judg-? 
ing that to have been the course steered by the 
french admiral. On thp 4th the rear-admiral spoke 
sir Richard Kjng’s , squadron off Ferrol, consisting,. \ 
along with the Achille, of the 74s Audacious, capr 
taiu Thomas Le Marchant Gosselyn, and Theseus,; , 
captain John Poer Beresford; and on the 9th spoke ; 
the fleet of rear-admiral Burvis off Cadiz. On the 
10th tHe squadrpn passed the rqcV of Gibraltar, and Ap- 
on tbe 21st, anchored in Palermo bay, there joining ^" 


the 

gun-»hip 


’i 


98 JgormidaWe ^ ) Francis Fayefman. 

f Eagle , : • • • • • . ’ , Charles Ro^ey. 

74’^ Kent ' ; ..... * Thortias Kogers. 


lermo 

bay. 


CThundcrer 


Jdbh Talti^bt. 



6 • 

i4o 8.'^ tKlIbid ^M Mr RicMraStM 

tfad to coifiplaim in the bay of^ Biscay^ h^tt asfeailea 
Pro- with' equal if not_greater violence the ^qUftdfph 6f 
ceed- AUertiand. The latter, iii chtiseqtiehce^ ha[d 
Rochelbefen ebli^ed to setid bUck to Rochefort one of his 
ships^ the Jemmstjipes, in a crippled state. With 
dron" his remaining five sail of the line, the french admiral 
continued his voyage to the Mediterrafieaii. Parsing 
the Straits on the night of the 26th, unseen froifi the 
^ors or, itis believed, by any british cruiser, M. Gatl- 

in teaume, on the 6th of February, anchored in the toad 
^‘*"’ 0 “ (jf having chased from before the port the 

88-gun frigate Apollo, captain Edward Fellowes, 
and destroyed, during the 20 days’ passage, 6he 
Portuguese and six englisli merchant vessels ; nbne 
of them, however, of any great value. 

Sails On the 7th admiral Ganteaume sailed out bf the 
harbour, with a fleet composed of 10 sail of the line, 
three frigates, two corvettes, and seven armed trans- 
, ports of 800 tons each, having on board troops, ord- 
Re- nance stores, and provisions. On the 23d the fieet 
Corfu, arrived off the island of Qorfu. The admiral imme- 
d.iately sent detachments of his smaller vessels to 
Taranto, Jacente, Brindisi, and other adjacent 

S orts, to afford protection to the trade and bring 
le vessels to Corfu ; where, in the mean time, vice- 
admiral Ganteaume landed his troops, stores, and 
provisions. While lying at Corfu, the fleet experi- 
enced very stormy weather; from which the Com- 
cruUes fnerce-de-Paris suffered so much in her masts, that 
Jtrchi- the vice-admiral shifted his flag to the Magnanime, 
and, leaving the former ship to be repaired, sailed on 
. the. 25th with his remaining nine sail ,pf the line, and 
‘ litigates. He ran down to the lafitude of Sicily j 
tlience through the different passages between Zante 
aM the other Ionian islands, and on the l5th of 
Marclr returned to Corfu. 

On the ^he day on which the .french admiral 
arrived at Corfu, he was fallen in with by the British 
22-gun ship Porcupine, captain the honourable Menry 
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, Dihioa», *theti on way join the 64*gun 
: Sttkid$ffC captain Thonjas Harvey, ^ stationed ofl 
Corfu. , .Having, at the great risk of captitl'e byolie 
of' the 748^ staid nhtil he had clearly ascertained that 
the ships Were enemies, captain Duncan made sail to 
join lord Collingwdod at Syracuse. On the 24th/ at 
nOpn, the Porcupine fell in with the S(8-gun frigdte 
Active, captain Richard Hussey Moubray ; whoj 
knowing that the Standard had gone to the admiral, 
took the Porcupine under his orders, and stood 
back to look after the french fleet. Froni the 2dth 
of February to the 13th of March, amidst some 
severe gales of wind, the Active and Porcupine kept 
cotnpany with M. Gahteaume’s fleet ; and, for several 
successive days, the Porcupine alone performed this 
bold and perilous service. 

Oh the 16th, the day after the admiral’s return to Re»“- 
Corfu, having rehoisted his flag on board the Com- 
merce-de-Paris, M. Ganteaume again set sail With Toulon 
his whole fleet : he ran along the coast of Africa. 
Sicily, and Sardinia, watched, fora part of the time, 
by the 38-gun frigate Spartan, captain Jahleel Bren- 
ton, and on the 10th of April reanchored in the road 
of Toulon. Since the 23d of February the Spartan, 
accompanied by the 40-gun frigate Laviniu, captain 
John Hancock, had been detached to gain intelli- 
gence respecting the Rochefort squadron, by viCe- 
adriiiral Thornborough, just before the latter. With the 
11 ships of the line in his company, weighed from Pa- 
lermo, and made sail in search of lord CoUingwbOd. 

du the 3d of March, having received intelfigehce Spar- 
from a maltese privateer of the sailing Of thd Tbulgn ^,'1,^ 
fleet, cafitain Brenton joined lord ColUngwood’ off 
Maritime. The vice-admiral itnmediately Sent the La- autae!* 
vinia for further intelligence, and stood with thO fleet 
towards the bay of Naples; whence his lordship 
detached the Spartan to Paleriilo. 6h a^fiving at 
Palehno, the Spartan was 'or dered by rear-adihiMl 
Maftin, at anchor there With three sail Of the lih'e,' to 
Oi^alse ; between Cape Bon and Sardinia^ " Where," 
says captain Edward Brenton, " on the 'Ht of 



jttieti'frewfc ,$fe#*,iitoyi|ig^;tr 
pi^{|Nit«{ill >t»'get !to #eiwB3fewardv (Ca|rf|wa.(W|Ji«^ 
s$’‘''^<tM^l)< Bre6ton> ^aeiiig';<by i^P’^e^boUt tw4i> 
lc!tt|;iil|fi dll' tbe wea^bdl? ^bdamM the fr^htatfiaiiralv 
OB^ ^ an easy sail^ watched ' hih matioBS < > dtopg 
the day } the enemy chased^ but * wititoUt gaiaing! 
, , od him ; in the evening, having previonsly jirepaared 
his launch with a temporary deck, he hove toitaad 
sent her under die command of lieutenant Coffin 
with despatches to Trepani, then 130 miles distant. 
This officer narrbwly escaped Capture by the enemy’s 
fleet; which, before he had got two miles from the 
ship, came close upon him ; he very judiciously low--' 
efed his sails and lay quiet until they had passed.. He, 
reached Trepani on the following evening, whence, 
despatohing the launch agreeably to his orders . to 
Malta, he set off for Palermo, and gave the intelli- 
‘ gence' to rear-admiral Martin. The launch reached 
Malta on the third day, and vessels were detached in 
every direction in search of the british fleet;, tlie 
enemy in the mean time continued in chase of the* 
Spaitan, dividing on opposite tacks, to take advantage 
Ke«p» of any change of wind, so frequent in the Mediter-* 
hta for Confident in the sailing qualities of his ship, » 

several the captain at night again placed himself on the wea-»- 
tber beam of the french admiral, and at daylight; 
made sail from him on the opposite tack, to increase) 
the'chance of falling in with the british fleet. The 
enemy tacked in chase : the Spartmi was becalmed, 
whilst they were coming up wkh the breeze, and for 
N«r- a short time her capture appeared almost inevkable;^ 
”^ Jmt as she caught the breeze, she again took hm-^po* 
fw^i aiillioa oB the admiral’s weather team. This wsas 
tare.; jtte •close of the third day ; when a frigate was seeit 
along'the french line, and speak> all the ships » 

: soon after the whole of them bore up, > 
stenjldriffll^th the win.d a^beani ;, and -the‘'caph»iniof! 
the Spai^n) concluding tiiat the <fredeh adn^al^httfl^ 
shaped ‘k^ odupse for the gut of Cihraltar}>mui'ted 
given up the chase, steered , the same way with 
a strong breeze at N. M. W. The night was 
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4«rl^. iiM'-ai n^. |ii3a§jis«»li»okTft»it 
kep4^ foD4hp<€jneiiiv r si half. i|>a8l; <«$¥<«» w 
diiKovseredr onf^ lee quarter;, close kaitled; yerji. ~ 

neavaittus 4irag. evideotifp^ slraiagesm^of . Cfanij^ome’s < 
to gettto-^iodward of his enemy; but the maiioeuVre 
failed. , All hands wtere on deck, and at - thaketaf^, 
tions f tl^e Spaiftan; wore and crossedf the eaetnyJjlj^j^ 
within igun.‘slK)t,tbefore they canid take any. advhu- g«n- 
tage cd* their position ; the french squadron^ also 
wore iiiehase> and the next morning were hull dotm 
tehleewai d. The fourth day was passed in the saimei 
ms^ner ; the Spartan keeping a constant and anxioud: 
look-out for the british fleet, while the enemy 
crPtvded every sail in pursuit of her ; in the evening french 
a shift of wind brought them to-windward, «BQd> the *®®*' 
night being very squally and dark, captain Bren|»u 
lost sight of them, &c.”* 

Upon his Teturn to Toulon,, as we have stated^ M. 
on the lOfli of Aprilj M. Ganteaume found an acces^*“n 
sion to his force in two fine frigates, the. P6nd- joined 
lope and Themis, which had arrived since the 28th frigate* 
of the preceding montli. These, frigates had escaped g°“ 
from the road of Bordeaux on the 21st of January.^ deMu. 
cruised off Madeira and the afriean coast until the. 
middle of March, passed the Straits on the 17th, 
amdtored at Ajaccio on the .23d, and sailed thence • 
oB.s the- 26th for Toulon ; having cRptured. or der.; 
strbyed british vessels to the alleged valueof six mil-' 
lions* of francs, including four or five straggling west- 
indiaffiien from a homeward-bound convoy under, the/ 
protediion of the british frigate Franchise.- > • . ^ a. 

-4 >Wb*^ ithe british admiral was. about, to ^fler 
french fleet to traverse the Mediterranean inHalling#yfi^ 
directions, and to> possess a whole month’s comihand / 

the /Adriatic, Ws been a queabon ;oft8n>adced. ang- 
Oi^ resaarehes have etmbled us to.colleot n lew faetSi^’''®®*’ 
thabmay throw* s^e, altisough a very ^ntjligjbt upanK 
tl>e shfajeotu. When the fdnch sfleetiuon, ite way tPr 
Goefuy was retiiiding QapeFcuisaro, loid<Gollingw9|[iG^ 
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]SJ^ittt^|f@H ’ofSyfacutfe ; ' • ^ ^44* 

giii-^shV ' 1* ' ’, ’' } 

Jii ’ 'h S vice-ddn». (f-) Ipud CollingwWJd. 

"i captain Richard l^hom^Sr 

^ rnnnn.,. J rcar-adm. (b.) George Martin. 

go ( ^captain Charles Jnglls. 

iMalta „ William Shield. 

y.f Repulse >, hon. Arthur Kaye Legge. 

* "^Montagu „ Robert Waller Otway. 


His On tbe 24th of February, the day after M. Gftn- 
tedume had arrived at Corfu, the british admiral, with 
com- the Ocean, Canopu.s, Malta, and Montagu, sailed 
“•^®“from Syracuse, bound to Palermo. On that very 
portant eveflitig A liue-of-battle ship was seen standing into 
error, gypacuse from the eastward. This was the Standard, 
from off Corfu, with the important intelligence that 
the french fleet was in that neighbourhood. Unfot- 
tunately the Standard could not see lord Coliing- 
wood’s squadron under the land; and, still more 
unfortunately, his lordship could not be persuaded, 
that there was the least necessity for communi- 
cating with captain Harvey. The Standard entered 
Syracuse in the dark, and was unable, owing to the 
state of the wind, to sail out again for two or three 
days. Immediately on the 64’s arrival, captain 
Legge, who, as we have seen, had been left in the 
port, sent an express to Cape Passaro, but the ad- 
miral had passed to the westward. 

R«- On the 2d of March, when about 11 leagues to the 
ceives jjop^jj.^ggtward of the island of Maritime, lord Col- 
strwg lingwood was joined by vice-admiral Thornborou^h 
for<p- and rear-admiral sir Richard Strachan. This rem- 
iforcement augmented his lordship’s force to 16 sail of 
the line and two or three frigates. On the next 
dky the british fleet steered towards Palermo^ still 
without toy knowledge that the french Toulon flest 
Wfilteven at sea. On the 6th, when off Cape St.iVito, 
lord Golllngwood was joined by the Apollo, with 
•4he inteHigenoe of M. Ganteaume’s departure from 
Toulon a month back. The british fleet immediately 



LORD H 

.g*5, 

afd^l iritelligetM}^ at Id^li fea^4lt)fd C)dflift|r«l«6^ 
vtho* thdi^i^oh stood bRfck to the sdhthwaras btitf, 
hMtthaS of pfoodeijlnlf thfdiigh thd Straits df'MeSaina/ 
his l&jfdShip sailed round the west end of Sicily. 

Oil the 21st lord Collin^ood arrived' off the hw 
harbour of Syracuse, and such of the ships as were ’'"Vj 
iii wapt of water went in and obtained it. On the of m!' 
ne:^t day, the ^d, the british fleet sailed toa^rds the 
ehtVattde Of the Adriatic ; and on the 23d hdrihg* 
detached rear-adnliral Martin with three sail of the Hhe 
to Palermo, lord Collingwood Was a few miles to the 
doifthWal-d of Cape Spartivento, with 12, expecting 
every moment to meet vice-admiral Ganteaitme on 
his Way from Corfu and Taranto.* On the 28th, 
by which time the british fleet had got within a few 
Miles of Cape Rezzuto, information was received, 
that the french fleet, eight or nine days before, had 
quitted the Adriatic for the Mediterranean. The 
british ships immediately turned their heads to the 
westward, and on the 10th of April were abreast 
of the southern extremity of Sardinia. Between this 
island and Sicily Ibrd Collingwood cruised until the 
28th ; when the 32-gun frigate Proserpine, captain 
Charles Otter, joined With intelligence, that M. Oan- 
teaurae was at anchor with his fleet in the road of 
Toulon. The british fleet then steered for that port, 
and on the ^d of May arrived off Cape Sioie. 

It was certainly a very extraordinary circumstance, Exfra- 
that these fleets should have so misSed each other. 

' On the 16th of March, when M. Ganteaume sailed 
ffOm Corfu, lord Collingwood was about a dfe^eestoiiid 
to the northward of the island Of Pantalaria. Frojm 
thlse points the tWo fleets continued 'to approach eicii 
^Oh other, until the British fleet, directing 

for Syracuse; entered the bight formed by 
the 'ca^i^ PassarO'ahd Spartivento, while the 

» general order respecting Ihe mode of 
tip J^ ;^dppted, yvhich, ior4 Collingwpod issued on that day ^ and 
tei* a ttipy at 'ivhich^ fifed Apj^endix, No. 5. 
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^vet' to the doRst oFTrfpoK, and'; 

'j 3^ ing^'-wide’ of the island of Malta, made Cftpe Bon. 
Tfo'ttime subsequently speht by M. Gkoteaumfe; 
in tjruising off Sicily and the eastern coast qf .Sar-r.' 
dinia,' might yet have been taken advantd^e Of, 
had the british admiral steered straight for Toulon ; 
but, six days after M. Ganteaume had anchored in 
that road, we find lord Collingwood putting back 
from the longitude of Minorca, to seek Mhi on the 
coast of Sicily : nor was it until- 17 days Cftei^urards 
that the british fleet arrived off Cape Sicie. * 
Leaving vice-admiral Thornborough with a sttfiB-'* 
cient force to blockade Toulon, lord Collingwood 
sailed for Gibraltar and Cadiz, to contribute his aid 
to the cause of the Spanish patriots. It does not 
appear that M. Ganteaume, during the remainder of 
the year, did more than make a few demonstrations of 
sailing out, and yet the french naval force in the 
crease j^^^diterranean was rapidly augmenting. A three- 
of decker, the Austerlitz, and an 80, the Donawerth, 
flert.**” launched at Toulon in the summer ; as in the ' 
course of the autumn, was the Breslaw 74 at Genoa, 
and one' or two other 74s either in that port or in* 
Spezzia. 

British The british squadron stationed at Palermo con-i ' 
dron listed, in the latter part of the year 1807, of the 
off 98-gun ship Windsor-Castle, captain Charles Boyles,’ 
and the 74-gun ship Eagle, Captain Charles Row- 
ley^ and Thunderer, captain John Talbot, together 
' widi: a few frigates and smaller vessels. The 
success of general Regnier in Lower Calabria ■ 
obliged the british and neapolitan troops, composing 
"the igarrison of Reggio, to abandon that fortress* 
and- retire upon Scylla. On the 30th of Jaiiuarr; ' 
1^0^ ! the 16-gun brig-sloop Delight, • ‘ captain 
PhUipOosby Handfield, one of the above squadron^ 
while engaged in endeavouring to recapture fo^r ^ 
Loss of Sicilian ) ^ii-boats which general Regnier ' had a 
theDe- few daysoefijTe taken,' grouuded Undef the bidterifes 
Sd^' of Reggio, i Captain Handfield; a ye^ • 
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yoQ^ olG^ry^.^^sp BaiigievMsHl)ef9re ,appeftred(^l^' 
th(bif| pi»|r!ef> w^ ,ki]yie4i? a«d^«»ptai«!J^^*0I^)As. 
cdInb&,^©^ the Qlatton, 3who was .aemng oik board death 
tbe, j^ig, w^a mprtally. wounded and, taken prisoner. 

IpSi^hi / 5 yas, .however, of npiuae .to i the enemy, &w 
hayiij^/neen.butut lw the survivors of hervcrewi i 
Ou the 17 th of February; the little fortress ofE^'. 
Sciyll^, tho only remaining post, possessed by the ation 
Bntjish m . Lower . Calabria, was evacuated hy» the^bri** 
comiuaP^^t, lieutenant-colonel Robertson ; ► and fcf. . 
the garrison, of whom not more than 200 were bti--*^‘*** 
tisb»^oop8, wes safely withdrawn from the power- of 
general R^gnier by the able management of captain 
Robert Waller Otway, of the 74-gun ship Montagu, 
and obtain George Trollope, of the 16-gim brig- 
sloop-^ectra, with the assistance of a few transports 
and. men-of-war launches. 

The degrading situation, to which, at the com- 
mencement of the present year, Spain had been off the 
reduced by the arts of Napoleon, is an historical 
fach loo notorious to require repetition. At length 
the Spanish character recovered its tone ; and, by 
her struggles to free herself from the yoke of her 
powerful neighbour, Spain found a friend in ©very 
independent breast throughout the civilized world. 

It was to England in particular that Spain looked 
for (Support, and that support England , gave, in 'tii© 
mosf cordial, prompt, and efficacious manner. * 

On the, 4th of Jqne the supreme ^ junta of govern- 
ment at Seville, acting in the name of their imprisoned 
kin^,.the miserable Ferdinand, issued a declaration F«B«h 
of war ag^dnst France, The french admiral in th©w“n 
poi^of Gadiji, as soon as the news, of this ©vent 
reaqhad birni, removed his vessels,^ which, it will be 
rec^Uf^ted, were the Neptune of -80, Algfesiras, 
Argqnbut^ Hi&ros, , and Pluton, otf 74 < gons^ Corn^li© kU 
frigate, and e brig^orvette, out; of the rai^e 
the.bsdt^ws at the town, and took up. a defensive 
posib^da, th^ ohannpl leading, to the Ca^cas* ‘ lAb 
this ^ 0 ,i;ear-admiral, Ruevis* with- a british Of 
10 Or 11 sail of the line, cruised off the harbour, 
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feawiiieveTOJ. previoua iMMniB»tec»tion#«^vtha 
dtithoFitiea on iffacsre, had been faQtkiipi'^ng 
|«5f glorious epoch that was iiowi. arrisved* - iThe 
boiii^ admiral of course offered to assist in bringing 
freneh admiral to terms; but the SpamiardBi 
fueling themselves quite adequate to the task, pra- 
ferred acting alone. ^ 

On the 9th of June, at 3 p. m., a divisbn of spa- 
rked nish gun and mortar boats, and the batteries erected 
by^the i-Qp j^{je purpose on the isle of Leon and at Fort Louis, 
niards. commeticed hostilities against the french ships, and 
a mutual firingj without intermission, was kept up 
until night. On the following morningj the^ lOtb, 
the cannonade recommenced, and was continued 
pgrtially till 2 p. m., when the french flag-ship, the 
Heros, hoisted a flag of truce. Shortly ^terwards 
vice-admiral Rosily (who had, on the preceding day, 
modestly enough, proposed “ to quit the bay/f pro- 
vided, as was well added, the British would permit 
him’O addressed a letter to general Morla, offering 
to disembark his guns and ammunition, but to retain 
bis men, and not to hoist any colours. These terms 
were considered inadmissible, and the Spaniards 
prepared to renew the attack upon the french squa- 
dron with an increase of force. On the 14th, at 7 
A. M.> an additional battery of 30 long 24-poBnders 
being ready to act, and numerous guu and mortar 
Their having taken their stations, the french ships 

surren- struck their colours ; which, in the course of the 
<^er. forenoon^ were replaced by those of Spain. . ; 

Ceww- .Soon after this event the Spanish commissionersi 
wm . of whom , general Morla was one, embarked . for 
tietbe- England to treat with the british government. Their 
reception fully equalled their expectations; and on 
in"d tbe dth of July the british government issued an 
Spain, order, directing that all hostilities betweeniEn^aad 
and Spain should immediately cease. Those. (truiser^ 
hitborto so much dreaded along the coast of tbo 
latter^ were hailed as deliverers ;.^and «eyer, surely, 
were the skill and enterprise of british seamen 
luore zealously nor more successfully exerted, thah 
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desfetsa* of % feonntiy, . which they h^ entered 
ta en^lftka end de$|aoil. . . > « 

u P<ptttgal> as a fellow^sufferer with* Spain, soop 
fq^owed 'the letter's example in making an e flferfc td striire)| 
free herielfffroni french thraldom; and . deputations 
from every pert of the country, soliciting succours^ 
were sent to admiral sir Charles Cotton, who, with 
a britisb squadron, cruised off the Tagus, to watch 
the motions of the russian squadron at anchor withiii 
it,; The call of Portugal upon her ancient ally waS 
not mpde in vain. In the early part of August a 
body of british troops, under lieutenant-general siv 
Arthur Wellesley, landed on the coast ; on the 21st 
the celebrated battle of Vimeira was fought ; on the Battje 
22d lieutenant-general sir Hew Dalrymple arrived, 
and took the command of the british forces ; and on 
the 30th was concluded the famous convention of 
Cintra, so discreditable, to the victorious party. 

By the second and third articles it was stipulated, 
that the french troops should not be considered aSofCin* 
prisoness of war, and that, on their arrival in France; ‘'■*' 
whither they were to be conveyed at the expense of 
the british government, they should be at liberty to 
serve again. With respect to the russian squadron, 
consisting, as already stated, of nine sail of the line 
and one frigate,* a convention, concluded between 
sir Charles Cotton and vice-admiral Seniavin, placed 
the ships, as a deposit, in the hands of his bntannic Quaii- 
majesty, to be held until six months after the concki* f®^en- 
sion of peace between Russia and England ; and the 
russian vice-admiral, his officers, seamen, and mat eq^a-*" 
rines, without any condition or stipulation whatever, *‘’“- 
weyie to be conveyed to Russia at England’s expense: 

The close alliance, cemented between France and 
Rftsjiia.by the treaty of Tilsit, naturally suspended 
all friendly relations between the latter and Great 
If Bussia, in the course of the three montiis 
that sjiqpeedeff that treaty, made no public a»o#d 

6^^ vdl: 461. 
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IS08. of (SeBtiments, it was because tbe fleets and 
tfOa!|Mi of England were then in the Baltic or in the 
**«' inlets to it. No sooner had admiral Gaiubier and 
rumU general lord Cathcart quitted the Sound, and the 
season become so far advanced as to prevent the 
u4. british navy frona operating in the Baltic, than 
Alexander spoke aloud the language of deflaince. 
The emperor’s declaration, which issued at St.- 
Petersburg on the 31st of October, was received in 
London on the 3d of December, and replied to on the 
18th by a counter-declaration, clearly, forcibly, and 
elegantly drawn up; a state-paper, indeed, that 
might serve all future cabinets for a model.* ‘'On 
the same day reprisals were ordered against russian 
ships, vessels, and goods, but the time of the year 
prevented the immediate undertaking of any active 
measures. 

As the firm ally of England, Sweden necessarily 
confe- became involved in war with her two neighbours, 
with*** I^^nmark and Russia. The first, happily for Sweden, 
Eng- having only two line-of-battle ships, a 74 and a 64, 
and some armed indiamen, brigs of war, and gun- 
boats, was without a navy to molest her ; but the 
second possessed a fleet, already in ports of the 
Baltic, and of far greater strength than any that 
Rus- Gustavus could send to sea. For instance, the 
russian Baltic fleet, according to the official report 
of the minister of marine, consisted, on the 9th of 
November, 1807, of 20 new ships of the line carry- 
ing 1,588 guns, and 14 frigates and corvettes carrying 
' 426 guns, besides brigs and smaller vessels. Among 

the line-of-battle ships were three or four three- 
,• ; deckers, and nearly the whole of the others were 
^74-gun ships. Several of the frigates, alsa^ mounlied 
up ffuns. 

b . ® Swedish fleet consisted of 11 or 12 sail of the 
wry. lajae and six or seven frigates; not more tihan half 
th^ former in an e:ffective state. The follCwing 
account of the recommended, if not of the actual, guh- 

* S«e the New Annual Register for the year 1807, p. 298. 
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Towards the middle or latter end of the bri- 
tish naval force assembled in the Sound, Great Be^, 
and Baltic, and which was under the comma^ of 
viqe*admiral sir James Saumarez, consisted of the 
gua>ship r vice-adm. (b ) sir Jas, Saumare^, bt. K.B, 

100 Victory < captain George Hope. 

„ Peter Dumaresq. ' 

( reai*-adm. (w.) sir Samuel Hood^ K. B* 

’ \ captain William tjenry Webley. 

J rear-adm. (b.) Rich. Goodwin Bleats. 

’ ^captain Samuel Jackson. 

* ,, Thomas Byam Martin. ' ^ 

Thomas Graves* . ^ 

,, William Lukin. 

,, sir Arch. Collingwood Dickson. 

Peter Puget, 
y, ThornUs Baker. 

, ^ ,, Donald Campbells ^ j , 

^ ,, John Barrett. ^ 

fixates, Africaine, Eurydus^ Salsette, Tribune, arid Tarltfir^ 
besl^^s stoops, gun-brrgs, &c. ^ ^ 

tJpMrds of 200 sail of transports, havirtg- on tos^d *“>- 
d^TOfl^OdO troops under sir John Motore fdr 'lbefl“t 
assistance^ of the ^^wedes, had accompanied tlhe‘J|0et ; ^ 
bhil dWin^ t6 some mi^titidhrstanding' bOtwden theeSt- 
sW^dert ind fhe j^eneral, relafivef to 'i|e 
jbhra^far service 'affotted to thesO troops, tHey 

-MH Hf f**A * Uf 

* For the engUsh caliber of the Swedish pounder see vol. 

voi. V* ' 
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Superb . . 

Implacable 
Brunswick 
Mars. . * . . . 
Orion .... 
Goliath .... 
Vanguard . . 
f Dictator . . 
XAfric^ 




Xi<reL(»f«f3n^ im 




iiflfriTiiS 




qW?? debarked. * •“ 

^rly in August the russian fleet, consisting, be- 
iddes-the ftdiowing nine sail of the line and three 
^'gun ships, of eight frigates and ship^corvettef) 
t^to brig-corvettes, -and two cutters, in all 24 saiH 
under the comnaand of vice-admiral Hanickoff, or 
Chanikow,* sailed from Cronstadt. 


gun-sbip gun-ship gun-ship 

120 Blagodath. f Eagle. ‘ I 74 St.- Anna. 

118 Gabriel. Michael. TArgus. 

f Amajatten. ' North-Star. 50< Hero. 

^ ^Boreas. (^Sewolod. I (^Rapid. 


On the 19th this fleet arrived in Hango bay, a 
port in Swedish Finland, then in the possession of 
the russian army ; and on the same day the russian 
admiral chased the Goliath. At this time the british 
admiral, with four sail of the line, was at anchor off 
the island of Langland. Two other british sail of 
the line were off Copenhagen, and the remaining 
four off the island of Nyborg, quite at the oppo- 
site extremity of the Baltic. The Swedish squadron, 
consisting of seven sail of the line and four frigates, 
was at anchor in Oro roads. 


Sir On the 20tli of August rear-admiral sir Samuel 
Hood Hood, with the Centaur and Implacable, arrived and 
joins anchored in company with the Swedish fleet. On the 
S same afterpoon fhe Russians made their appea^’ance 
8“*- off the road, and presently anchored outside. On the 
21st, in the evening, the russian fleet, numbering, as 
before, nine sail of the line, three 50-gun ships, mght 
frigates and ship-corvettes, tvyo brigs, and two cutters, 
got under way and stood off and on the road, pji 
. • fke 22(i four Swedish sail of the line came down from 
■ Japgfur 3ound, und joined their compauipps in Qrp 
Sickly Altlipugk the force cf the Swedish a4tuira| 

I thus augipputed tp Jl sail ef the hue, ftye 
ene brig, yet upwur^s ef a thir^ bf 


/ 4 The first is according to sir Samuel Hood s letter in tfie 
I^pdod Gazette^ the second accqrding to a tranal^tiqu pf t^ie 
russian admiral’s letter in the Moniteur. 


SIR •AaW.«QlPit4>ril:4Q)^ ^ 

wfltis illatt b4d witbjthp 
many (iied 4aily« 

Qo 23cl, in the aftemeew, the ^nasian heet, 
maMng a very fomidable appearn»ce> atoed pioae in 
to 0ro road, with a fine west-rsonth^west windj then 
ttoked, £|nd stood off. On the 2fitb, at 6 a. tbe 
Swedish fleet, accompanied by the Centaur and Im^ 
placable, got under way, with a fresh bree*e at aeet 
north-east, and made sail in pursuit of the rnssian 
fleet} which, at 9 a.m., to tne number of 23 sail, of ms- 
was seen in the south-east, off Hango-Udd. At^^" 
about noon, as had been previously arranged, the 
Swedish 70-gun ship Frederic-Adolpb, with a great 
proportion of the sick on board, parted company 
ttom the fleet, and steered for Carlscrpna. This left 
with the Swedish admiral the 


^■‘***P r rfar-adm. Nauckhoff. 

78 Gustav-JV.- Adolph captain Lagerstrale. 


7^ UladtslaSe 


c 


Krusenstjerriift, 
Grubb. 


. , , T, , . f commodore Jagerfelt. 

Adolph-Fredric tcaptain count Wngel. 


Jagerschold. 
Toruquist. 
Blessing, 
Petterso^, 
Nordenanl^ar, 
baron Cederstrom. 

^^Tapperheten >, Fi§cerstroiui. 

Euridice 46, Chapman i4, Cj^milla and Bellcin^ 4^, 
Janaipfias 34, and cutter’brig Dolphin. 


Aran 

74-^ Dristigheten 
Faderneslan(^e(: 
Gustav lit. ... 
^Mnnligheten 


{ Forsigtigheten. 
T 


The anglo-swedish fleet now consisted of 12sml®^j,^* 

of tho Iw Wd five frigntes^ mooting Jl^fl guns 5 force of 

while IhP russinn flpet, of nine sail of the Upe, three 
^s^ npd eight frigates and porveftes, (pot rechflnipg 
the two brigs,) mounted lllS guns. Uere was OP 
g^ieai disparity, especially popsidering tfip' ineffective 
stjjte fif the Swedish ships; but the russian adiniral, \ 

, no), knowing' fhi|,'or considering the two ships 
british ensigns flying, and who span became ipi;- 
mp^t jmn^picnpnf fibjepts, ns ft jhpst in themstllflli;} 
ipftdp. ftlf Sftil tp get away, 4 windward ph^f;j8|| 

c 2 



^ ANP RpfP^N tWSBTS. 

ifps. not.t^^r^bu)^ for woodoo^bottomed ships ; nor, whpppe 
so much nicety was required in trimminff sails, 
wpa^and inexperienced crews. Hence the Genteur 
ao^ tmplacable, by 8 p. were five milesdOi-wind- 
i^ard of the Swedes, notwithstanding, the latter 
carried every stitch of canvass that their ships would 
bear. 

The night’s chase increased that distance to nearly 
10 miles ; and at 4 a. m. on the 26th the Implacable 
had advanced two miles to-windward of the UentauTt 
This brought the former ship within four or five miles 
of the russian fleet, then bearing from east-north-east 
to south-south-east, evidently much scattered, and 
still crowding sail to escape. At 4 h. 30 m. a. m. 
the Implacable, then on the larboard tack, observed 
a russian two-decker considerably to-leeward of her 
fleet. At 5h. 30 m. A.M. the latter, which was the 
74-gun ship Sewolod, captain Rudnew, or Roodneff, 
being on the starboard tack, passed the bow of the 
IiddU- Implacable, who immediately tacked after her. At 
cable 0 30 jij Sewolod tacked. In about a 

gage* quarter of an hour the two ships again crossed each 
iwT'* other ; when the russian 74 opened her fire, which 
was quickly returned by the Implacable. The latter 
again tacked; and at 7 h. 20 m. a. m., having 
overtaken the Sewolod and closed her within pistol- 
shot to-leeward, the Implacable commenced the 
action with the utmost vigour, and with such decided 
lod efiTect, that in less than half an hour the Sewolod, 
•trikes. colours had been shot away early in the 

combat, ceased firing and hauled down her pendant. 
At this moment, observing that the russian admiral, 

since the commence^-, 
m|!nt of the close action, was within two jnilos of tfie - 
impu- Implacable, sir Samuel threw out the signal of recall, 
“^ 1 . Implacable thereupon made sail tp close the 
ed. then upwards of a mile aqd a half to-leor 

. Tjhis the Implacable effected at 8 a. m., and 
, , the two prijtish 74s ran on in company, to )ein the 
swe.dish fleet i the van-ship of which was nearly 10 * 



niijlfesto-feewRfd^^Wh^ the ItiiplRChbl^ cotti|>eUeii*ll^ 
rtisstan ?4 to make the si^al of sulrender. , ' ^ 

The loss incurred by the Implacable in this short toM to 
bnt smart engagement consisted of six sdameti and 
marines killed, one master’s mate, (Thomas ‘Picker- E}e‘1S:d 
wdb)ihe captain’s clerk, (Nicholas Drew,) ahd 
seamen and marines wounded. The first lieutenant 
of the Implacable, and of whom captain Martin 
^eaks in the highest terms, was Augustus Baldwin. 

The loss which the Sewolod sustained, as admitted 
by her captain, amounted to 48 officers, seamen, and 
marines killed, and 80 wounded ; a sufficient proof 
that the guns of the Implacable had been both 
quickly fired and well directed. 

Admiral Hanickoff sent a frigate to tow the 
Sewolod, whose rigging and sails were in a terribly 
shattered state, and then again hauled his wind. 
About this time, the Implacable having repaired the 
slight damage done to her rigging, the two british 
ships again made sail in chase, and soon obliged the andim- 
russian frigate to cast off" her tow, and the russian 
fleet a second time to bear up in support of their ag«ia 
friend. It not, however, being the intention of the 
russian admiral to bring on a general engagement, 
he, at about 9 a. m., availed himself of a favourable 
change of wind to the north-east, and stood for the Re- 
port of Rogerswick ; leaving the Sewolod, who had aert 
grounded on a shoal not far from the entrance of the _ 

harbour, to take care of herself, although the Swedish wiSt.”* 
fleet, except the Tapperheten and frigates, was still 
nearly three leagues to-leeward. ’ 6 

At about noon the russian fleet came to an anchor 
in Rogerswick roads, and the Sewolod soon after- oatdd» 
wards got afloat and rode at her anchors. The wind 
moderating in the afternoon, the russian admiral 
sent out a division of boats to tow the disabled 
into the rdad. The Qentanfr, followed by the* 
placable, immediately bbre up, to endeavour ton 
off tbe 'ftip before the bohts could elBfect their 
great activity ai^ perseverance on the partf 




12 AugffAJj 

o6 cfefsl iiifeid thb CeiltAU?, at 8 ?. M., jlist 'dS ike 

AsSi S.ewolod^ tdWad by the ttiSgiati bbhtej whg abdtit td 
- tHe pbrt, Wh her oh bOard. TliO stkrBoard rare 

Of the Cehtatir Wag taught j dtid Jiartly Oamba 
awaY> by tho Sewolod’s bOWgprit; ahd' the IdtlfePs 
^tjarbOard bdvv gradually swept sflOttg the Cehtahf g 
Starboard side, the gutis of which, as the SfeWolOd’s 
bOw successively pressed against the hhiZKies, dis- 
charged their contents with destructive effect; As 
fioohas.the bowsprit, in its course astern, had VeacHfed 
the Centaur’s mizen rigging, it was there lashed, by 
the joint exertions of captain Webley, firSt lieutenant 
Paul Lawless, and Mr. Edward Strode the master^ 
and under a very heavy fire from the'rUSsian hmsketry, 
which wounded, aniong others, lieutenatit Lawless 
severely. The two ships being in six fathoms’ water; 
sir Samuel had hopes that he should have beett able 
to tow off the SeWolod while lashed to her ; bUt the 
SeWolod had previously let go an anchor, Which held 
her fast. Much valour was here displayed Oh both 
impiai sides, and each ship tried in vain to board the othet; 
cabta . At 8 h. 30 m. p. M. the Implacable arrived up, and an- 
getsupi at the distatlce of about 300 yards frolii her 

foT”' consort ; and in another ten minutes, after affordihg 
finally u proof of courage atid perseverance highly cre- 
der*!”' ditable to her officers and crew, the Sewolod hatiled 
doWn her Colours. 

^»<M> The Centaur had three seamen and marines killed; 

her first lieutenant, (already named,) boatswain, 
andnd ^orton,) Und 25 seamen and marines wounded, 
^tio^ The Sewolod, whose original complerneUt Was 600 
men, but to whom the rUssian admiral had Sent lOO 
Mb sailors and soldiers tO supply the place Of Ihose killed 
bf Wounded in her action with the Implacabld, had 180 
fulled, wounded, or missing, in her abtiOii With the 
dei^ur ; making the total loSS of the rusSiah ship, 
in ^kUlhd, wounded, and missihg, 303, atld the total 
' : killed and wounded of the twO British ships 62. ' 

vua Both the Centaur attd Sewolod took the^groUtid 
jSiipt sooij after the latter's surrender. This being 



SIR SAMtlteL ftoOB ASTD ApMiRAli HANICKOFF. 


served by the ruSsian two ships 

Were detached to dttera|)t to recover the SeWow-5^ 
aad capture the Ceiitaurj but, oWiri^to th'e’prDiihjttia*«i, 
eitettiOBs of the Implacable, the Centahr was sooh 
hpve iato deep water, and the rtlssiatt shijls tetiMied . *«! 
to their anchorage* No efforts dn‘ the'pfe'rtMfetf thfe 
British beihg able to get the prize afloat, thfe'SeVf^iod, Serd?- 
ih the course of the ensuing ni^ht, after the prlsotibrs twa! 
and the wounded had all been removed, WasS s^t'firfe 
to and destroyed. '' ' 

On the 30tn, while still bldckading the port' 'of 
Rogerswick, the anglo-swedish fleet was joined* hy Sauma- 
vice-admiral sir James Saumarez, with the Victory, 

Mars, Goliath, and Africa. In the medn time* the swe- 
russian admiral, well aware of the enterprising cha- 
racter of the British, was employing himself in thoOr- 
ing his fleet and fortifying his position, he ships 
Were secured by cables to the shore, and strong m?™* 
batteries were erected at Balfic-Port and at the 
island of East Raga, the latter of which complOtCly himself 
commands the entrance to the harbour. 


An attempt to burn the russian fleet was intended 
to be made ; and the 18-gun ship-sloop Erebus and medi- 
I4-gun cutter Baltic (late russian cutter Apith) burning 
were prepared as fire-ships by the British, and four russian 
fire-vessels were sent from Carlscrona by the Swedhs. 

As a preliminary measure, the port was reCbrtnoitred, 
first by the british 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Skl- 
sette, (late Pitt,) captain Walter Bathurst, and then 
by the Swedish 44-gun frigate Camilla, captain TtoHOi 
It was now discovered that art extensive bOoiti had 


been run out from the front of the russian ships, Cat- 
Gttlated, in all respects, to prevent the appfo^Cb*'hf 
fire-ships. *' 

The attempt to destroy .the fleet by Vessels df this it im- 
description being, in cOnsequeiice, decided iihprahti- 
cable, the Erebus and Baltic fire-vCsSels were dlsniabi- ' 
tied and restored to their former state, and th'e^tlrJj^J 
Sfwetttfeh iire-vessels were Sent back to CarlSef ^ 
The advanced season of the year rendering thfi 



,|I^ .jiloqjcadlqig flei^ iextremely, critical «ir^ 
Jain^8^uiin»i:pz and the sswfidi^ admiral, eaily iii^- 
tob^iljjretired from beforie.the^rbonr of Rog^ewipk, 
»f»n leavi]^ only a small reconnoitrjtog force. Soon af- 
fwMto ihe russian deet also made sail, and reached 

CJrdj^tadt in safety. 

* ■ Beiore taking, our leave of the Baltic, we i have to 

nu^ p n - givQ some account of the successful operations of 
inZea british fleet in aiding a band of Spanish patriots 
land!* found in this quarter. Desirous to assist Spain in 
every way that would be most beneficial to the cause 
of the patriots, England turned her attention to the 
Spanish troops, which Napoleon, under the false 
pretence of securing Hanover, had drawn from their 
country, to the northern parts of Germany, and after- 
wards to the danish islands in the Baltic. It was 
known that the troops were anxious to join their 
countrymen, and assist in overthrowing the tyrant 
to whom they owed their banishment. The Spa- 
niards in Zealand no sooner learnt the atrocious, 
aggression which their native land was suffering, 
than they instantly formed a circle round their co- 
lours, and swore on their knees to be faithful to their 
country. Men possessed of such feelings, and in- 
spired with such a determination to act up to them, 
were well worthy of all the assistance which England, 
with her immense naval means, could afford. It for- 
^ tunately happened, where so much depended upon 
zeal and ardour in the cause, that the british com- 
sq„a. manding, officer in the immediate vicinity of the spar 
r'^adm^ nish troops was rear-admiral Keats. Besides his own 
Kestg. ship, the Superb, the rear-admiral had • under- his . 
orders the Bruns wick and Edgar of , the same force, 
c|j)tains Thomas Graves and James MAcnamara, and \ 
fivt or six smaller vessels. . " 

sp*- liScgqrding to a plan concerted between the reSr- 
JXe" the marquis de laRomaqa,; dhe oomman-^ 

fort of der ihjjp^ef, of the Spanish forces in Denmark,£ the 
latter^ ciia ‘the ,9th of August, with nearly ffODOtmen, 
took possession, pf . the fort and town of dSfyWrg, Ibm' 



tile tisUa# of FuiMb. InBiietiiiytelj( Bft^ards 
adtnital Keets addreseed a letter to tho dxmsli gover- *fe^ 
nor, pKMBMiiig*to abstain froni any hostile 6]r offen.” j 
sive 9dti 80 lon^ as sioailar treatment was eXpeHenced 
^ the Spaniards from the troops of Denmark and 
Jrance; but declaring- that, if any opposition shOiild, 
be offered to the embarkation of the spanisli troopsl 
measures would be taken, that might eventttally lead 
to the destruction of the town Of %borg. 

The danish ganison prudently yielded to circum- 
stances ; but a danish man-of-war brig, the Fama, of 
18 guns, and a cutter of 12, the Salorman, moored 
themselves across the harbour near the town, and Two 
rejected all remonstrances and offers of security. 

The reduction of these vessels being absolutely ne-of!""^ 
cessary, and the Spanish general being unwilling to 
act hostilely against Denmark, such small vessels and 
boats as could be collected were put undet the by tie 
command of captain Macnamara; and the latter *'***’*’• 
and his party attacked and captured both the brig 
and cutter, with a loss to the British of one lieute- 
nant (Robert Harvey, of the Superb) killed and two 
seamen wounded, and to the Danes of seven killed 
and 13 wounded. It should be mentioned, that the 
Spanish troops, irritated at the opposition which their 
friends experienced in giving them aid, departed in 
some measure from the general’s intention, and fired 
from the fort several shot at the danish vessels 
before the latter struck. 

Expedition being now of the greatest conseqlience, Sra- 
and none of the ships of the line, from circumstahceS 
of weather, being able to be brought near, th,e rear- «»<> 
admiral shifted his flag to the Hound bomb-vessel, 
captaki Nicholas Locfcyerj'in the harbour. Fifty- 
seven sloops or doggers, found in the port, w'ere b(w. 
fitted by the seamen of the squadron, under the 
direction of captaimMacnamara ; and in the course 
of the same night ancf of the foU’otring day, the fOth, " 
a great tpart of the artillery, baggage, and stores , 
belonging; to .the- SpfairiaM^ WAS embarked, ‘ tuw 



p4>int bf fbiif 

tfr^erb the ftfiny to •etttbatfc. • » ' 

Troop*"'^' waptairts Jacksbn and Lockyer undertook the i&k- 
elnterk of this servicb ; atid the ttOdpS, havihg feitt- 

and*^* hatkcd lyithout art accident on the mo tiling of tHb 
british ivere soon under the protection of the btitifeh 
«qia- squadron at the arichorage off the island df Sproe. 
dron. Ijj coursc of the same day mote than 1000 Spa- 
niards joined the brifish ships by sea from Jutliild ; 
and another 1000 were thrown into Langeland, to 
strengthen the fort held by the Spanish forces in 
that island. One of the Spanish regiments in Jut- 
land was situated too remotely and critically to ad- 
mit more than a part of it to effect its escape ; rthd 
two regiments in the island of Zealand were unfor- 
tdnately disarmed, after having fired on the french 
landed general and killed one of his aides-de-camp. The 
STiin. Spaniards embarked at Nyborg, and those that 
escaped to the squadron from Jutland, were landed 
at Langeland ; whence the whole, numbering about 
10000 men, were carried to England, and subse- 
quently to Spain. For the zeal and ability he had 
displayed, in bringing to a happy termination the 
delicate and arduous service intrusted to him, 
rear-admiral Keats, immediately on his arrival in 
England, was created a knight of the Bath. 

LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 

Linnet On the 16th of January, in the^forehObfi, Cape 
Courier Burfleur bearing west by north six or seven leagues, 
the british gun-brig Linnet, lieutenant John Tracey, 
mounting twelve 18-pounder carronades add two 
long sixes, with a crew of 60 men and boys, saw a 
french lugger in chase of an english merchant 4hip 
and brig. The Linnet immediately Joined the ship 
mtd brig, intending to keep company with ihehi 
ufltil night should favour her itt’Closing the lugger. 
At 6 h. ^ m. p. M. the lugger, which was the Couner, 
of 18 guns and 60 men, belonging to Cherbourg, com- 
diencedu! fire Uporfthe ship, which the latter promptly 



M T I.* if/ Ihe Gttttrie# ■ 

hSUloffj" blit flj% LidttiSt, bi^iii^ tt0W iHtten'tousla»bi^5w!^ 
shot) fcrSVbtited H^t*. At T h. 10 tti. k M* a brdadside 

tdbnd dild ^hf)e ftdtti this Littrtet) liccottipaflttfd by 
tl Vfllifey ttf feuskdtry^ fcarried awajr tfi4 €!oht*et*S 
ttidiri The iattfer Was ttow hailed to stHke) bat) 
Mst^dd of doing So, rehoisted her lug. A steady 
aild Wdll-ditbcted firo Was commenced by the 
Lldnet, ahd contldUed for an TOui* and a half; during 
Whibh the Courier’s lugs wfere knocked down 10 
titnes, and as often tehoisted. At 8 h. 50 m., being 
ill a Sinkitlg state, the Courier hailed that she sut- 
rendfered. The loss on the part of the latter amounted 
ib her secObd Captain killed and three men wounded ; 
but this Linnet was fortunate enough to escape 
itithout any loss whatever. 

On the 7th of February, at 1 p. m., the british®*^"' 
schOoiler llOcouverte, of eight 12-pounder carronades andtwo 
and 37 men and boys, lieutenant Colin Campbell, 
when tunning down between Altavella and the main teeri. 
latid of St. -Domingo, chased two french jschoonet- 
privateers and a ship iheir prize. One privateer 
made her feScape to-Windwarcl ; but, after a running 
fi^ht, the Debouverte drove the other and the Ship 
6n Shore. The latter, which was the Matilda of 
Halifax, bound to Jamaica, lieutenant Campbell 
directed the master of the Decouverte, John M*In- 
tyre, with a detachment of small-arm men, to set 
lii*e to and destfoy ; a service which, in spite of a 
Vfety* spirited Opposition from the schooner and the 
shotb, he fiilly exbcuted. 

On the 9th, while still cruising off St.-DOmiiigo, oecou- 
the Dfecouverte discovered and chased a frerich armi^d 
scnooiibr in Bottomlfess Cove. It Was not until ™de. 

8 h. St. that the DbbOuverte was enabled to bring her 
dppodbht, the Dotade, captain NetlOy; mounting 
61ie Idn^ 18-pOttnder on a pivot, and two long eights, 

With yS men, to close action. In the second rounds 
thtfee of the Decouverte’s carronades on the side 
eU^ged were dismounted, which gave the Dorade 
a great advantage over her. Notwithstandii^ this. 



SH LlQBt 

MiSR (ititmense superiotity t»f * 

^^fce^lUhe Dedofaverte, in tbi'ee qtiafrt^« bf din hptoj 
cnm^lled the Dorade to haul down her colours.' ' **' 
‘’This'very gallant exploit on the ^rt ef lieutenant ' 
Oampbell, his offiders'and crew, was performed'afteir* 
a loss of five seamen wounded, three of them danger^' 
qusly, and one mortally. Lieutenant Campbell 
self was also slightl^woonded, but did not com- 
municate the circumsflmce in his official letter. The 
omission was caused by a feeling highly honourable 
to lieutenant Campbell as a man : his wife was in 
England in a poor state of health, and he rightly 
judged, that uncertainty about the full extent of his 
wound might prey upon her feelings and protract her 
recovery. Of the privateer’s 72 men, seven were 
found on her decks dead and three wounded ; and it 
was understood, that about seven others had been 
thrown overboard during the progress of the action. 
LVeut On the 8th of February, in the evening, the british 
18-pounder 36-gun frigate Meleager, captain John 
®«p- Broughton, cruising off the port of San-Jago de Cuba, 
Remlrd detached her barge, cutter, and jollyboat, with 41 
men, commanded by lieutenants George Tupman and 
William Sainburn, and lieutenant of marines James 
DenUe, to capture a felucca-rigged privateer atanchor 
under the shore. The three boats gallantly boarded 
and captured, without loss on either side, although 
the enemy was perfectly prepared, the french pri- 
vateer Renard, armed with one long 6-pounder and 
a large proportion of muskets, and 47 men, 18 of 
whom jumped overboard and swam for the shore. 

Mr. On the 13th of February, in the evening, the 
TriH british 20-gun ship, Confiattce,* captain James LucUs 
Yeo, being off the Tagus, sent her cutter and jollya* 
boat, under tlie command of master’s mate Robert'' 
in the Tfist, with 14 men, to row guard ftt the month of 

Tagrns. 

'river, in consequence of a report, current 'at 
Lisbon^ that the russiun squadron waa about to put 
to sea. No sooner had Mr. Trist arrived at his sta- 

* Made a post-ship by her commander’s promotion io''p<»t- 
rank on the 19th of December, 1807'. See vol. iv. p. 197. 





cli^ttndPtJiM:t!Saiv>Pedit), betwe^A tbelE)r4s*]^leiAi^^^ 
abd Sar^rJliu^ W instantly> ia a melt gallabt a^aur 
awi W roeffe<5timl I'esistanoe »n 
tb«;|>mrt enbiay carried, the french gun-i^esser' 

No»* 1 > ‘cemroanded by enseigne de vaisseau Oan- 
dolph^» ^nd mounting one long 24-pounder and titre . 
brass sixes, with 100 stand of arms, and 50 men ; of 
wboin three were killed and %iine badly wounded { 
but the British, notwithstanding they had been 
hailed and fired at in their approach to the gun-ves- 
sely did not lose a man. This truly gallant exploit,, 
performed as it was in opposition to a force so supe- 
rioTj and almost under the guns of several heavy 
batteries, deserved every praise that was bestowed 
upon it, and fully entitled Mr. Trist to the promo- 
tion. which he in consequence obtained. 

On the 2 d of March, in the morning, the british 
18-gnn brig-sloop Sappho, captain George Langford, Srai- 
standing to the eastward from off Scarborough, dis- 
covered and chased an armed brig, that was steering 
a'course as if with the intention to cut off severm 
merchant vessels to-leeward. At 1 h. 30. m. p. m. 
the danish brig of war Admiral-Yawl, captain Jor-^ 
gen Jorgenson, substituting danish for english colours, 
which she had previously hoisted to deceive, dis«.. 
charged her broadside at the Sappho, in return fora 
shot fired over her by the latter. The Sappho in^ 
mediately bore down, and brought her antagonist to * 
close action, which was obstinately sustained for half . 
an hour, when the Admiral-^wl struck her cpjioursi a 

The Sappho’s force w®l 16 carronades^ J^singu- 
pounders, and. two sixes, with a complement .of, 1530 
mejAhud boys; of whom she had two wounded. 4 The‘“entof 
Admk»bYaAd was singularly armed for a brig, her J 5 p- 
g<}i}St being mounted on two. decks. Chi her first , 
do^nhe’ had 12 oarronades, 18-pounders, and on hefc ' 
seconder principal deck, 16 long . 6 -pounders, total ] 

28 *^ 08 $ with a complement of 83 men and boys,, ^ 
of i^om the second officer and one seaman were 



f lyoiiadedj ilmh 

i5^ ®fp8#e*apcpwat. ' ’ * . ■■ ;'., . 

•> the of at 1 J h. 30 nit 4 . 11 ^ t^i© 

- JS-pppndpJ* 36"fi^P frigat© c^Pt^ 

iaip Ggarge Niobolas Hardioge, wled frpm jp^ipl© 
d© (jlaU©, Cpylon, on her rpturn to ^^pipljiay. Qn fl;© 
6 ith, at 7 A, n.ji latitude 7 ° 3^ nppth, lonptp^© 
77° 58' east, the SaU’FiorenzQ passed, off QaP^ 
Comorin, the three Fast-India Cpmpany^s ships, 
Fioren- Charlton, captain George Wood, i^etcalfe, paptaip 
chases Matthew Isacke, and Devonshire, captain 3am©S 
K^- Murray, from ^ombaybound to Columho i and shortly 
touT afterwards discovered on her starboard heapi^ in 
thrw north-east, the french 40-gun frigate Pi 6 montaise, 
iS- captain Epron, advancing to intercept the indiamen. 
men. The San-Fiorenzo immediately hauled to the wind 
in-shore, under all sail, and the french frigat©, 
finding herself pursued, changed her course and 
, stood away. The Pi^montaise had sailed from the 
Isle of France on the 30th of the preceding De- 
eember. Her intended mode of attack upon the 
indiamen is represented to have been, to board the 
first with 150 men, and then stand on and cauponad© 
the two others until they surrendered. 

At 6 p. M., having previously mad© the private . 
signal, the San-Fiorenzo hoisted her colours,, but 
the french frigate paid no attention to either. Cap- 
tain Hardinge now pressed forward in pursuit ; and, 
at 11 h. 40 ro. p. m., being still on the larboard tack, 
the San-Fiorenzo ranged alongside the Piempntais© 
Com- received her broadside. After a ten minntes’ 
m^ce; action ‘fought within 200 yards, the Piemuntaise made 
kgtor. ahead out of the range pf her opponent's shot. 

' , The San-Fiorenzo, whose loss, owing, to thp high hf' 
wg of the Piemontaise, amounted to only tbre© 
men slightly wounded, made sail in ©hasoy and hf 
daylight on the 7th had so gained upon- :tb©J^©nph 
frigate, that the latter, seeing a r©neafal of th© en- 
gageinOnt was unavoidable, hpisted hm? ©otows, ap^ 
wore in order to bring her hroa^dft to hpa?? . ! 



wHfei»*»^a:«Ue ftf Ij^Jgli 
S^ij-I’l^rpp^o, who H^d ^Iso wpre, % 
fired lier broadside, and the actipn rocommen^ed, th^ * . 
two fwgatfsa.gj^doftUy c]h)s^i^ to a quarter of a ^e. 

fi|!0 wm* constant apd well directed on both sidot# 
pptil 8 h. ^ ni. A.. when that qf thq frepch fr^PtP 
visibly: alpcH^hod. At 8 h. 15 m., having discjiarged 
be^ whole broadside, the Piepiontaise ceased drips'* 
and made sail before tb© wuid, leaving the SaP'lliQT 
renzq^with ber inaiptopsaU yard shot through,* ipafp 
royal-mast shot away, both main topmast-stays, tbe 
spring-stay, and the greater part of the standing and 
running rigging and sails, cut to pieces, and therer 
fore not in a condition for an immediate chase. 
Under these circumstances, the fire of thq hritish 
frigate could only continue while her retreating 
opponent remained within gun-shot. The San-^kea 
Fiofenzq’s loss, by the morning’s action, amqpnted “ ' 
to eight seamen and marines killed and 14 wounded* 

The remainder of the day was occupied by the 
San-Fiorenzo in repairing her damages, and in * ' 
vain pursuit of the Piemontaise, who crowded sail 
to the eastward, and at 9 p. m. disappeared. 

At midnight tbe freneh frigate again showed her? 

, self, bearing east, and at daylight on the 8th „was 
abopt four leagues distant. At 9 a. in., being peis- 
fectly refitted, the San-Fiprenzo bore up under ftil 
saiL At noon the Piemontaise hoisted a dutch jaqh,’ 
but at 2, h. 15 m. p. m. changed it to an english epsi^t 
The SaurFiorenzo was now fast approaqhingJ 
did the Piemontaise avoid the* british frigafie, ilPtU Mtlon. 
tbn latter hauled athwart her stem, in order % gpin , : 
tbe ^nd bring on a c}ose aciiqn 4 .;Tf * 

frustrate this manoeuvre, the french frigate, w^ PPW 
appeared with b®*^ prpp®>^ polours, beaded qp alsp^ 
apd tcade all sail, perceiving, however, th^t the 
apperiPf' of flio San-Fiorenzq rendered e 

battle unavoidable, the Piemontaise tacked ; and af 

* Sd'fitiys lieutenant Dawson’s official letter, but the log 
" for^tppaail-ysf^ it> two.” 





' 1608 , 4 when passing Oach ortf^tjf^on 

opposite tacks^ at the distance pf 'not moire 
*S ^rds, reopened their fire; • ^ ' ’ 

1^^ second hroaiiside' from the fi*ehch frig%kte a 
grape-shot killed captain Hardinge j ’ wheretapdn the 
d^e; command of the San-FiOrenio devolved’ npon li^tite- 
ttaht William Dawson.’ As sobn * as she had ^ot sibaft 
her opponent’s beam> the Pi^montdise vtOre ; ahd- at 
. 6 h. 49 m. P. M., after a w’ell-fOught action,’ 'otie hour 
and 20 minutes of it close, and during Which she had 
all her rigging and sails cut to pieces, hePthree^tohsts 
man- bowsprit badly wounded, and a great projior- 
uise ,*tion of her numerous crew placed hots de combat, 
delT’*' the. french frigate hauled down her colours ; sonie of 
her people, at the same time, waving their hats for a 
boat to be sent to them. 

Lossoa ‘ 'The loss sustained by the San*FiorenzO in her 
third day’s action, although numerically less than that 
on the second day, was more serious, as it inclOded 
‘ among the killed her truly gallant captain ;f thC l*e- 
maining killed of that day consisted of four sedmen 
and marines, and the wounded, of one lieUteHnnt 
(Henry George Moysey, severely) and seveii'' sea- 
men and marines. This made the total britiSh lOSs, 
OB the three days, 13 killed and 25 WOundCdf 'ihe 
,i>Fi6montaise, besidesher regular crew of 36d Frerifch- 
.Wen/ had 2QI0 Lascars, (prisoners taken out of Some 
, icaptered indiamen,) to work the sails. ' Out ofthiefee 
666 in crew and supernumeraries, the french frigate 
ki«t 48 officers, seamen, marines, and Lascars klBed, 
ahd 112 Wounded.' : ^ ^ ^ 


ZO, 


fow Thp force of the San-Fiorenzo, in guns and msfe, 
Womb- hn8>aiready appeared. J In her armaffi’^ilf thetf? Wks 
no alteration ; but, in respect to crew, th^ Ship* Whs 
so greatly deficient^ owing to the sickn<dss“Of 'AWke 
liiien and the absence of others in p^feesj^aS'fio'fittikfer 
iBo more than 186 men and !k^’; ' a 'circunliStlifiOe 

* According to the Sau-Fiorenzo’s log •, but the Gazette says 
"three/* 

t See vol. ili. p S80. t Seh foil iv. p. lye. 
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wbiclv singular enough^ the britisV official accost 
has poutted to notice. 

The force of the Piemontaise has also been ful^y Force 
stated at a former .page;* but, instead of 46f*'‘guns, 
as there particularized, lieutenant Dawson, in histoUK. 
letter, says: "3he (the Piemontaise) mounts fifty 
guns, long 18-pounders on the main deck, and 36- 
pound carronades • on her quarterdeck.” No other 
of the few accounts that have been published is more 
precise; and yet, according to the navy-office 
draught of the Piemontaise, the ship could mount 
24 carriage guns only of a side, 14 on the main 
deck, seven on the quarterdeck, and three on the 
forecastle. Her two maindeck bow-ports, if filled, 
would make 50 guns in all, but even this would add 
nothing to her broadside-force. Under these cir- 
cumstances, and particularly as it is a french ship 
whose force is to be stated, we shall consider the 
Piemontaise, in her action with the San-Fiorenzo, to 
have mounted the same guns as she did, a year and * 
nine months before, in her qption with the W arren- 
Hastings. 

We cannot pay .a higher compliment to the vic-Re- 
torious party in this case, than to rank the action of TiTthe 
the San-Fiorenzo and Piemontaise along with that *'**®“* 
of the Phoenix and Didon.-}- The odds in each action, 
except in point of crew, were nearly the same. The 
Piemontaise* was certainly not so manfully fought as 
the Didon. The former began to run from the first ; 
and it was that constant avoidance of her opponent, 
which protracted the contest to the third day. The 
actual engagement, however, did not, as it appears, 
last^ltogether more than four hours and five minutes; 
ten minutes on the first day, two hours and five mi- 
nutes on the second, and one hour and 50 minutes 
on the. third. The action, on the part of the british 
frigate, was conducted with as much skill as gal- 
lantry; but neither skill nor gallantry would have 

* See vol. iv. p. 846. 

VOL. V. 
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t Ibid. p. 236. 



1«W- trailed, titttd' the San-Fk»reiao iiot ‘ djioelfeA* ?Iiiir 
antagonist in a third quality, swiftness of 8aili«g<?'t. 
.a ^qn after daylight on the morning of the 9th the 
tfereo' iMasts of the Pidmontaise fell over her side. 
Artiv4in' this state she was taken in tow by the 8an*Fio^ 
Bhijistt ronzo ; and on the 13th the two frigates oast anchoa* 
Coium-*||| the road of Colombo, island of Ceylon, where, by 
*’”■ order of the governor, lieutenant-general Maitland, 
the highest military honours were paid to the remains 
of the San-Fiorenzo’s late youthful captain. Her 
present commanding officer received, we believe, 
the customary promotion, but did not long survive 
the reward of his gallantry. The Piemontaise was 
afterwards purchased for the british navy, and class- 
ed among the large 38s. 

Exag- Aware of the latitude allowed to a " Biographical 
gerated Memoir” in the Naval Chronicle,” we should not feel 
count disposed to find fault with its editor for stating, even 
of the high-flown, and not always intelligible, language 

action, of the reverend James Stanier Clarke, one of the 
co-authors of the Life of Nelson,” that “ a super- 
annuated frigate of thirty-eight guns” had captured 
a french frigate armed with fifty long 18-poutid- 
ers but our duty compels us to reprobate the 
introduction of so gross a falsehood into a solemn 
memorial presented to the king in council. A 
document of this kind, presented by Mr. George 
Hardinge, uncle to the deceased captain, praying mr 
an augmentation to the armorial bearings of the 
family, contains the following statement: “Your 
memorialist represents to your majesty, that your 
ship, the St. Fiorenzo, carried thirty-eight guns, 
mustered 186 men,ineluding officers; that la Piedmon- 
taise carried fifty guns, long 18-pounders, and had 
iwi board 566 men.” It is not added, that 200 of these 
Were Lascars and prisoners* Had’ this memorial 
rtet the fate of thousands of others, no kartu 
would have been done; but, unfortuuately for the 

* Navol Chronicle, vol. XX. p. 386. 



* 

caUsiof #uthy in the next LoDdba* Oazette ietpjiHMMBB MWa 
an oiHisvy In which the king himself is made to 
dare>ihathis frigate carried only thirty^eight gunsi” 

<t>Oh the 13th of Marcb> at 5 Pi the britlsh IS^ 
pounder SG-'gun frigate Emerald, captain Frederick 
Ldwis Maitland, being off the harbour of Viwro, 
in Spain, discovered lying there a large french 
armed schooner, and immediately stood in with , the 
view of attempting her capture or destruction. .At 
6. h. 30 m. p. M. the first fort on the right, mounting 
eight 24-pounders, opened upon the ship ; and as 
soon as the frigate got within range, another fort, 
-situated about a mile further in on the left, and 
mounting five 24-pounders, also commenced firing. 
Finding it 'impossible to place the ship so as to act 
against both batteries at once, captain Maitland de- 
tached a party of seamen and marines, under first 
lieutenant Charles Bertram, assisted by lieutenants 
of marines Giles Meech and John Husband, and 
master’s mates Matthew Mildridge and Edward 
Saurin, to storm the outer fort, while the frigate 
stood in as near as the depth of water would admit, 
and opened her fire upon the inner one. 

Lieutenant Bertram having, without muchdifficulty, 
driven the Spaniards out of the right-hand fort and 
Spiked the guns, lieutenant William Smith, the third 
lieutenant, with another party of men, proceeded to 
do the same to the left-hand fort. On landing about 
a mile from the fort, lieutenant Smith was opposed 
by a party of soldiers, most of whom, with their 
leader, are represented to have fallen, and the. re- 
mainder to have retreated. These the British, fol- 
lowed; but, owing to the nature of the ground, , the 
•darkness of the night, and a temporary cessation of 
firing by the battery, missed their way to it and 
t^turned. Meanwhile midshipman Daniel Baird 
iwiid been sent With a party to take possession of the 
schooner ; which, to avoid being captured, had ronher- 
self on shore upon the rocks. This party was joined by 
that under lieutemtnt Bertram, and the united detach* 

D 2 
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1808 . ments were presently met by the principal part of 
the schooner’s crew. After an exchange of musketry, 
the ^ike and bayonet of the British put the French 
to flight, and occasioned several of them to be left 
dead on the road. 

Lieutenant Bertram now advanced towards the 
schooner, which was the Apropos, of eight 12- 
pounder carronades and a complement of 70 men, 
from the Isle of France with despatches ; but, as the 
vessel had gone on shore at high water, no efforts oh 
the part of the British, although persevered in until a 
party of soldiers opened a galling fire upon them, 
could get her afloat. Notwithstanding the attack 
thus made upon them, lieutenant Bertram and his 
men managed to set the Apropos on fire ; and at 
1. A. M. on the 14th the vessel exploded. This en- 
terprise was attended, unfortunately, with a serious 
loss to the British. Nine of the Emerald’s seamen 
and marines were killed; and lieutenant Bertram, 
(severely,) the two lieutenants of marines, one of 
the master’s mates, (Mildridge,) and 11 seamen 
and marines were wounded. For the gallantry he 
had displayed, lieutenant Bertram was immediately 
promoted to the rank of commander. 

BritisVi In the month of March the port of Lorient, in 
off^- which were three or four ships of the line ready for 
rient, gea or fitting, and the neighbouring port of Concar- 
neau, in which lay Jerome Buonaparte’s late ship, 
the Veteran, were watched by the two 74-gun ships 
Impetueux, captain John Lawford, and Saturn, cap- 
tain Thomas Boys, the 18-pounder 36-gun frigate 
Aigle, captain George Wolfe, 18-pounder 32-gun 
frigate Narcissus, captain Charles Malcolm, and two 
or three smaller vessels. On the 22d of the month 
this squadron lay at an anchor in an excellent harbour 
formed by the Glenan islands, receiving provisions 
out of some transports which had lately arrived there 
Chase from Plymouth. 

french about 3 h. 45 m. p. m. the 4-gun schooner 
^sates Cuckoo, lieutenant Silas Hiscutt Paddon, being 
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about inidway between the island of Groix and tbo 
Glensms, made the signal for an enemy in the south- 
east. The Aigle, from whose main top the enemy 
was also visible, got under way and made sail in 
chase, followed by the Impetueux and Narcissus; 
but the Saturn was directed by telegraph to remain 
at anchor and watch the Veteran in Concameau. 

The strange vessels were the two 40-gun frigates 
htalienne and Seine, standing close hauled on the and' 
larboard tack, with the wind from the north-north- 
west, and bound to Lorient. At about 7 h. 30 m. gate ' 
p. M., while passing the Cuckoo, captain Wolfe di- 
rected lieutenant Paddon to acquaint the commodore, ries. 
then about two miles astern, that he should run 
between Groix and the main, in order, if possible, 
to cut off the two frigates, who were then closing 
with the island. For this purpose the Aigle made 
all sail, with the wind on her larboard beam, and, 
on entering the passage, was fired at by the bat- 
teries on both sides. At 8 h. 30 m. p. m. the Aigle 
got within half gun-shot of the sternmost of the two 
french frigates, both of which had just then rounded 
the north-west point of the island. After receiving a 
fire from the Aigle’s starboard guns, this frigate bore 
up, and anchored under the protection of the bat- 
teries on the north-east side of Groix, near Pointe de 
Billery. 

The Aigle immediately stood after the other french Aigie 
frigate, then standing directly in for Lorient. At a *“^^3 
few minutes past 9 p. m., in a very dark night, captain 
Wolfe got within 50 yards of this frigate to- wind- 
ward ; and, after burning a blue light to show her 
own and the enemy’s situation to the Impetueux then , 
coming up astern, the Aigle opened her starboard 
broadside. This the french frigate, who had now 
the dock-yard’s boats on board, and was standing 
right into the harbour, returned. As the Aigle was 
already in four fathoms’ water, and, by continuing 
longer on this course, would soon be in Port-Lpuis 
road, captain Wolfe resolved to board his enemy. 
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^ 

iii08. anil bdre tit» for th^s purpds^. Seeing the Aigl^s io^ 
teiitibn, arid being determihed to defeat it^ the frenfcb 
c^triiri bore round up before the wind. By that 
i^ririeeuvre the french frigate brought the Aigleristerny 
With the latter’s jib-boom abreast of her larboard 
itiizen rigging ;*• thus adroitly avoiding a mode of 
attack^ which experience had shown was' generally 
successful. 

Id b*"*' contending frigates were now crossing 

impL ahead of the Impetueuxj captain Wolfe burnt a se- 
tueux. gQU(j light, in the hope that, upon seeing the 
position of the french frigate, the Impetueux would 
■ run her on board : an operation that, with the way 
then upon the 74, would have cut the frigate to the 
water’s edge, and ensured her capture. Being, how- 
ever, very near the island, with a dark night to add to 
the difficulties of the navigation, the Impetueux, in- 
stead of doing so, wore round on the starboard tack, 
French larboard guns, and then, wearing again, fob 

frigate lo vcd the Aigle through the passage. The french fri- 
shorcT "^te, shortly afterwards, as the only means of escaping 
from her persevering antagonist, ran with all sail set 
upon Poirtte des Chats, on the isle of Groix, under 
very high and formidable batteries. The Aigle and 
Impetueux shortly afterwards anchored to the south- 
west of the island, and were presently joined by the 
Saturn; who, as well as the Narcissus and Cuckoo>had 
also passed through between Groix and the main. 
bXd** gallant action with the french frigates 

iUgie. and britteries, the Aigle was a considerable sufferer, 
having had three ^uns split and dismounted, a bower- 
anchor cut in two, arid her mainmast and bowsprit 
• * irreparably injured. Her loss amounted tt» captain 
.Wolfe, (severely in the left arm and hip,) one lieute- 
riant, (John Lambe,) and 20 seamen and marines 
wotirided ; seven of them so badly that they were 
invalided as unserviceable. 

On the next day, the 23d, at daylight, the Iin- 
petUeux arid squadron weighed and stood into the 
passage, and discovered the french frigate on Pointe 
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de8 €htfts> with her yards And topmasts struck, 
fear ittiaemmast out or carried away, heeling ver^jSS^K 
mueh. Several shells were thrown at the britlgh 
ships from the batteries, but none struck them. In 
the course of the forenoon the people oh board the 
Aigle saw seven coffins landed from^the frigate, and 
earned to a church that stood on the top of a neigh- ■ ’ 
bonring hill : a tolerable proof that the shot of the 
Aigle had done some execution. By the aid oftwo®^™T*' 
large vessels and sundry smaller ones from the dock- gate 
yard at Lorient, this french frigate was at length 
got afloat and tow'ed into Lorient. The other fri- both 
gate, also, oh the morning of the 29th, taking advan- ^rlLt 
tage of a shift of wind to the westward, slipped her 
cable, and in 20 minutes was safe at anchor in the 
same port. Although it is not in our power to state 
positively which of these two frigates it was that got 
on shore, we believe it to have been the Seine, as 
that frigate did not again go to sea, except as an 
arta^e ert flAte, or store-ship. 

Notwithstanding the fate of the “ sloop of war” 
Lily,* vessels of that denomination, inferior in force sloop 
to a gun-brig, were still suffered to remain in the 
british navy. One of the “ cruisers” of this class 
was the Childers, a brig of 202 tons^ built as long 
ago as the year 1778 ; a vessel so unseawortby as to 
have been obliged, on more than one occasion, to 
thrbw overboard her guns, 4-pounders, in order to 
save the lives of her crew. The brig at length be- 
came so crazy; that 18-pounder carronades were 
found too heavy for her, and she was fitted with four- 
teen 12-pounders. In this state, and maimed with 
a erew, nominally, of 86, but really of 65 men and 
boys, including only one lieutenant, (there not being 
aocommodation for more,) the Childers, captain Wil- 
liam Henry Dillon, in the month of January of the 
prei^nt year, lay in Leith roads, waiting to give her 
‘Cpri^tection'’ to the trade proceeding to Cottenburg. 

But the merchants, the instant they knew ihe fdpce 
' - ^ ^ ^ ^ Sefe Vcfl. iii. p* 89S* ^ \ ^ 
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and; ^^^y^fficatibns of the Childers, objected to* place 
iSSrdk; the^f |)rpperty under her care ; Supposing, very !»*•' 
Mer- tt^lly, that so small and ill armed a vessel was inca/ 
refuM* of beating off the privateers that infested the 

to trait northern waters. Ludicrous as the application would 
projwr- merchants, had they wished fori^ 
tyio a vessel of nearly double the force of the one they 
had rejected, might have requested the board of 
admiralty to appoint, instead of the " sloop of war” 
Childers, the “ gun-brig” Insolent, then cruising on 
the Downs’ station. What vessel the merchants at 
last obtained we know not j but the Childers pro* 
ceeded by herself to the Baltic, to effect as much, in 
the way of annoying the enemy, as her small powers 
would admit. 

tureia March, at 4 p. m., as the Chil- 

gaiiiot. ders was standing towards the coast of Norway, 
with a fresh breeze from the eastward, a sail 
was discovered in-shore, and immediately chased. 
The stranger hauled in among the rocks, out of sight, 
for the purpose of taking shelter in the small port of 
Midbe. Immediately a number of boats came outj 
with the apparent intention of removing the vessel’s 
cargo. To prevent this, captain Dillon despatched 
the emitter, well armed, under the command of Wil- 
liam Wilson, the master, accompanied by master’s 
mate Thomas Edward Knight, also the jollyboat, 
with Robert Nicholl the gunner, and Augustus Wil- 
liam Henry Le Neve the purser, a volunteer. The 
near approach of these two boats was the signal for 
the shore boats to disperse; and, although opposed 
by the inhabitants with musketry, as well as with 
stones hurled from the top of the precipice under 
which the vessel lay, the British boarded and carried 
hOr. She proved to be a danisb galliot, partly laden 
with oil and fish. 

wr,T Scarcely had the Childers descried the galliot, 
danuh thus taken by her boats, coming out from among thO 
rocks, than she also observed a large brig,; evi^ 

* ' dently a vessel of force, sail out of Hitteroe. Thelatter 
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rent 4esig%sflf .fighting her aijd -re^icuing the Fi^liSSu. 
At ehoot' 4 P‘ M. the stronger, whieh -was . the .eaifish i 
bwg4ccv-vette Leug^n, mounting 18 long ISrpoundere, 
a^ tvro long&^PQunders through the sternTp^tts^ with ; 
life dreWiOf 160 men and boys, oomm^dedjby , captain, 
Wulff, got upon the weather beam oi the , uhttders, 
at about gun-shot distance. 

■Being aware that the convoy, of which the Chii:' 
ders was to have been the escort, would very sofoi: 
approach; captain Dillon felt it incumbent upon him; 
notwithstanding the evident superiority of the danish 
brig, to strive his utmost to drive her . into port. , ,By 
way of defiance, therefore, the Childers fired a shot 
over the Lougen ; who immediately hauled close to 
the wind, and stood in-shore. As soon as she had 
secured her prize and hoisted in her boats, the Chil-* 
ders followed the danish brig; and, when the two^j_ 
vessels were within half a mile of the shore, they tacks 
exchanged broadsides, on opposite tacks, at about 
half gun-shot distance. Soon after the Childers had 
discharged her broadside, the dane was discovered 
to be on fire forward ; and, had the Childers been 
near enough to profit by the confusion evidently 
caused by the accident, the contest might have been 
brought to a speedy termination. , 

' The Lougen now kept so near to the norwegian.Effect 
shore, that she became hid from the view uf the ter-f* 
Childers, and could not at any rate be weatfieredhy s^pe* 
her. It was only, indeed, by the flash of the Lougen’s metai. 
guns, that captain Dillon knew in what direction to fire 
his own. ; In this manner the engagement lasted ;for 
timee hours ; during which the heavy metal apd well- 
direotedi fire: of the dane did the Childers cpusiderT 
abBei damage. Many of the danish 13-pounders struck, 
the british vessel between wind and water; while 
the i shot of the Childers, being dispWged from 
12 l-p 9 under earronades, frequently fell 3 hort ; , a .mr- ,, 

cumstfeuce: which must have greatly reanimated her. 
opptoheiife' , . • •. ■■ ■ 
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Iftofit. of acGomplidhittg aay thing wbilGMthe 

wafy dane hugged the land so closelyj.,tbe GhUders 
s^od out under easy sail, in the hope of etitioing tbife 
I^gen to sea; where a close, and therefore a more 
equalj combat could not so well be avoided by the 
latter. At length the Lougen ventured from th^(. 
land, and at IT p, m. was three miles distant front 
v it. The Childers now set her courses, and. tacked, 
with the intention of weathering her antagonist; 
chii- but the wind presently headed her, and defeated 
com- the attempt. As the only alternative, the Childprs 
pels passed close under the lee of the Lougen, and poor*- 
gen to edinto her a broadside of round and grape; receiving 
burif’*® return many destructive shot, several of which 
iiDable entered between wind and water. The Lougen im-, 
sueS. ffl^diately tacked, and made sail to regain the shore ; 
and the Childers, having her lower masts and bow- 
. sprit badly wounded, five feet water in the hold, her 
magazine afloat, and the water gaining on the pumps, 
was not in a state to renew the action. 

Losson Of her crew of 56 men and boys, the Childers had 
chu? her captain’s clerk (Joseph Roberts) and one seaman 
ders. killed, and her commander, (severely in both legs 
and in his left arm,) two midshipmen, (John Batten 
and Charles Parker,) three seamen, two marines, and 
one boy wounded. The Lougen, from declining to 
continue the engagement, must have suffered some 
loss ; but its amount we are unable to state. 

Effect After bearing up to join her prize, the Childers 
of We lay to all night on the starboard tack, to stop eight 
action, shot-holcs between wind and water. This done, 
and being in too shattered a state to keep the sea, 
the Childers put back to Leith. In the mean time 
the merchant vessels from that port, liaving had the 
Jjougen driven out of their track, and that by the 
very vessel whose services their owners had despised, 
passed in safety to their destination. 

. The- gallantry of the Childers in this, affair; 
of capt. obtained fqr her officers and crew the thanks 
the admiralty, and for captain Dillon himself .|h« 
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gi*aftd dessiderftttatA of a bonamander, pos#.tarik. QfiM^ 
his firtt and only lieutenant, Thomas Edmohds, 
tain Dillbn speaks in the highest terms. What 
honours fell to the share of captain Wulffj for hi’s 
conduct oti the occasion, depended very much, ho 
#)tibt. Upon the story he told when got safe into 
port. 

On the 19th of June, at 2 p. m., the Nase of NoC- sea- 
way bearing west-north-west seven $r eight leagues, 
the british 16-gun brig-sloop Seagull, (fourteen 34u and «ii- 
pouridbr carronades and two sixes,) captain Robert 
Cathcart, discovered in-shore, running to the east*- gen. 
ward, with a fresh breeze at west-south-west, the 
same danish 20-gun brig Lougen, of whom mention 
has just been made. The Seagull crowded sail in 
chase; and at 4 h. 30 m. p. m., having arrived within 
gun-shot, hoisted her colours. The Lougen did the 
same, and, knowing that a long range suited her 
best, immediately opened a fire from her starboard 
guns. It now falling nearly calm, the Seagull was 
obliged to use her sweeps, in order, by getting be- 
tween her antagonist and the shore, to prevent the 
latter from entering Christiansand harbour, off the 
mouth of which she lay ; and more particularly, that 
the former might gain a position near enough for 
her carronades to produce effect. 

At 5 p. M. the british brig got within musket-shot 
of the dane and commenced the action, but soon 
had most of her sweeps, and the greater part of her 
rigging, shot away by the Lougen’s fire. After the sn 
engagement had continued in this way for 20 minutes, 
six danish gun-boats, each armed With two long aw the 
24-pounders, and manned with from 60 to 70 taen, 
and which until nOw had been concealed behind the 
rocks; pulled towards the Seagull. They soon swe{)t 
up, aiid, taking a position on each quarter, raked 
the Seagull at every shot ; while the Lougen wa$ ^ 
doing the same on the british brig’s larboard howt 
By 6 h. 30 m. p. m. five out of seven of the Seagull’s 
carronades on the larboard side were dismounted, i 
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1808 . Every' effort was now used to get the brig ronnd ; 
but, as her sweeps were all destroyed, and her 
rigging and sails, even had there been a breeze to 
use them, cut to pieces, that object could not be 
Seagull effected. After sustaining the heavy fire of her 
ders^ numerous antagonists until 7 h. 30 m. p. m., at whicH 
time she had five feet water in the hold, the Seagull 
struck her colours. 

Her Out of her ^ men and boys, the Seagull lost 
of second lieutenant, (Abraham Harcourt White,) 
master, (Andrew Martin,) three seamen, and three 
marines killed, her captain, (severely,) first lieu- 
tenant, (Villiers T. Hatton, dangerously,) boatswain, 
(Thomas Wilson,) 11 seamen, and six marines 
She wounded. Scarcely could the wounded and the re- 
sinkB. maining survivors of her crew be removed, ere the 
Seagull went down; thereby affording an incontest- 
able proof, that her damages had been of the utmost 
magnitude, and that, in protracting their resistance 
so long, her officers and crew had acquitted them- 
selves like british seamen. 

Loss on The Lougen, out of her 160 men and boys, appears 
to have had one man killed and 13 wounded, and was 
gen. much damaged. The loss sustained by the gun- 
boats cannot be ascertained. The Seagull was after- 
wards weighed by the Danes, and added to their 
navy. For his gallant defence of her, captain Cath- 
cart, as soon as he returned home, was promoted to 
post-rank. 

stately On the 22d of March, at 2 p. m., the british 
N^sau 64-gun ships Stately, captain George Parker, and 
chase^a Nassau, captain Robert Campbell, proceeding to- 
7 ^"“ wards the Great Belt, descried and chased a strange 
sad. At 4 p. M., Greenall on the Jutland coast 
bSaring north-west by west distant 40 miles, the 
strsinger was made out to be an enemy, and at 5 p, m. , 
^ , a danisb ship of the line, having evidently the inten- 
tion, if no other mode of escape offered, of running 
herself on shoi?e. 

her" At 7 h. 40 m. p. M. the Nassau got up with, aud 
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opened her fire upon, the danish 74-gun sl4^,Prindtsfcf 
Cnristiai^Frederic, captain lessen; and, in a few^ir^. 
minutes afterwards, the Stately closed and did the 
some. A running fight was thus maintained, with 
great obstinacy on the part of the 74, until 9 h. 30 m. 

I, M., when the Prindts-Christian-Frederic struck her 
^hlours.. At this time the latter was within less than 
500 yards of the shore of Zealand ; and, before the tian- 
first lieutenant of the Stately, Mr. David Sloan, who 
had gone on board to take possession, could cutrendew 
away Her anchor, the prize grounded. The two *"^011 
british ships, fortunately for them, had already si»ore. 
brought up near to her. The remaining part of the 
night was employed in removing the prisoners ; but 

it was found impossible to get the captured ship 
afloat. On the 23d, in the evening, as the Danes 
were preparing their artillery on the coast, and as 
the wind blew strong on the shore and a good deal 
of sea was running, the Prindts-Christian-Frederic up. 
was set on fire by her captors, and in a short time 
blew up. 

The loss on the part of the Stately was two seamen 
and two marines killed, and one lieutenant, (Edward sWe.] 
Cole,) the boatswain, (John Liming,) one master’s 
mate, (James Davis,) 23 seamen, and two marines 
wounded. The Nassau had one seaman killed and 
one missing^ and one first-class volunteer, (Edward 

J. Johnson,) 10 seamen, and five marines wounded; 
total, on the side of the British, five killed and 45 
wounded and missing. The Prindts-Christian-Fre- 
deric, out of a coinplement on board of 576 men 
and boys, had 55 killed and 88 wounded ; a loss 
sufficient to prove, that her commander did not sur- 
render his ship earlier than was consistent with the 
honour of the danish flag. 

On the 23d of April the british 20-gun ship^ 
Daphne, captain Francis Mason, 18-gun ship-sloop . 
Tartarus, captain William Russel, and 12-gun brig 
Forward, lieutenant David Sheils, cruising off the 
coast of Denmark, destroyed a danish’ sloop laden 
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vrltli trrbvisvoDSj part of a convoy lying at FJodrtrand, 
and destined for the relief of Norway. It being; an 
Lieut, inkportant object to attempt getting hold of these 
Mott vwsels^ captain Mason, on the evening of the 26th, 
boats detached three boats from the Daphne and two from 
ef to**" Tartarus, under the direction of lieutenant Wilr 

tiod- tiam Elliott, first of the former; accompanied by Ml^. 
strand, yjugij Stewart, master, lieutenant Richard Roger of 
the royal marines, and midshipmen George Beazeley, 
James Durell, Thomas Elliott, John Moore, and 
George H. Ayton, belonging to the Daphne, and lieu- 
tenants Richard Gittins and William Love Patterson, 
and midshipmen John Septford, Charles Lutman, ‘and 
Francis Andrews, belonging to the Tartarus. 

Cap- The five boats, towed near the shore by the 
Forward, proceeded to the attack. Lieutenant 
seis. Elliott and his party found the vessels, consisting of 
seven brigs, averaging about 160 tons, threS galliots 
of about 110 tons each, and one schooner and one 
sloop of about 90 tons each, all of which, except 
two of the brigs, were deeply laden with grain and 
provisions, moored close under the fort of a castle 
mounting 10 guns, and made fast to the shore by 
hawsers ; but, the moment the alarm was given by 
some of the danish boats, the Danes abandoned their 
vessels and fled. No sooner, however, had the British 
feet foot in the vessels, than a heavy fire of round, 
grape, and musketry opened upon them from the castle 
and from another battery of three guns, as well as from 
the crews of the vessels assembled on the beach. Many 
of the shot struck the hulls and went through the sails 
of the vessels ; but the British maintained their 
footing, and the five boats, along with the 10 laden 
vessels, cleared the harbour with so slight a loss as 
€ve wounded, including lieutenant Elliott and the 
Daphne’s master ; one of the seamen “ of a punc- 
tured wound in the neck by one of the Dapnne’s 
crew, having mistaken him for a Dane/’ 

A dattish boat, with five men in her, having the 
temerity to persist in endeavouring to retake one of 
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the vOsselsy although repeatedly warned by IcStt^ 19o& 
tenant Elliott, the latter was obliged with his people 
to lire' in self-defence. The consequence-was^thatBrare- 
three of the five Danes, whose determined conduct 7 of 
in 1^0 laudable a cause deserved a better fate, fell oanea. 

rise no more. The enterprise, upon the whole, 

Wtls skilfully planned and gallantly executed, and 
did credit to all who were engaged in it. 

On the 29th of April the british 16-gun ship- F»Jcon 
sloop Falcon, acting commander lieutenant Jotegtroys 
Price, being off the island of Endelau, discovered 
nine large boats on the beach. Observing some deian.^ 
troops near them, lieutenant Price detached three 
boats, and succeeded in burning and destroying 
eight of the danish boats, the soldiers on the island 
making a poor attempt to defend them. At the 
island of Thunoe six other small-craft were destroyed 
by the Falcon’s boats without any resistance. On 
the 3d of May a large man-of-war schooner at- 
tempted to escape from Arbures ; but, after a long 
and circuitous chase by the Falcon, she was forced 
back into her port, where lay three othey armed 
vessels. 

Learning from a market-boat he had taken, that 
the entrance of the harbour of Kyeholm on the 
island, of Samsoe was being strongly fortified ; that 
50 pieces of heavy cannon had already been mounted vessels 
on the batteries, and that vessels were expected 
from Gallundborg with mortars for the same puy- nance, 
pose, lieutenant Price detached the boats of the famsoe 
Falcon in-shore every night, in the hope to intercept 
them. On the 7th the boats, which were under the 
command of Mr. James Ellerton, the master of the 
Falcon, discovered the two vessels they were seeking 
at anchor close under the batteries of Lundholm. The 
vessels were boarded and carried in an instant, 
under, a heavy but ill-directed fire of great guns and 
musketry. One of the boats, which contained a 13r 
iwob mortar with all its equipment, and 400 rfiells, 
grounded in the way out ; and, as she lay witiiin 
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1^. range of the batteries, Mr. Elferton found it neces- 
sary to destroy her. The other vessel, similarly 
laden, was brought safe out ; and the whole service 
was performed with so trifling a loss to the, British 
As one seaman slightly wounded with a musket-ball 
in the arm. One Dane, who being the artillery 
officer placed in charge of the mortars and mortar 
stores, felt it incuhibent upon him to persevere in 
resisting after all resistance was vain, was unfor- 
tunately killed. 

Lieut. On the 24th of May, at noon, the british hired cutter 

c^.’ Swan, of ten 1 2-pounder carronades, and 40 men and 
ingdes- boys, licuteuant Mark Robinson Lucas, being off the- 
decojw island of Bornholm, on her way to rear-admiral sir 
Mifrom Hood with despatches from the commander 

under iu chief, observed a cutter-rigged vessel standing 
terie^ from the land towards her. The Swan immediately 
of hove to, and hoisted a dutch jack for a pilot. This 
holm.' decoyed the strange cutter so far from the shore 
that, at 2 p. m., the Swan found herself in a situation 
to chase with a prospect of overtaking the vessel 
before she could get back. 

Ln- At 4 p. M. the Swan got within gun-shot ; when 
the strange cutter opened her fire. The battery of 
s^nks Bornholm also commenced firing at the Swan, then 
about a mile from the beach. Attempting now to 
get a long gun in her stern to bear upon her pursuer, 
the strange cutter was caught in the wind. This 
^cident enabled the Swan to get within musket- 
snot ; and, after an action of 20 minutes, her antago- 
nist blew up and sank. As the Swan now lay nearly 
becalmed under the land, and as the batteries were 
still firing, and several boats approaching from the 
shore, lieutenant Lucas was under the necessity of 
Quitting the wreck without saving the life of a single 
individual of the crew. The danish cutter appeared 
to be a vessel of about 120 tons, mounted eight or 
10 guns, and was apparently full of men. Neither 
the Swan nor a man on board of her sustained the 
slightest injury. 
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In transmitting to the secretary of the admiralty 
the letter of lieutenant Lucas detailing this action, 
sir James Saumarez begins by stating, that the lieu- opi- 
tenant was the bearer ot despatches from himself to sir 
Samuel Hood ; and yet the vice-admiral concludes James 
his letter thus : " Great praise is due to lieutenant 
Lucas for his spirited attack of a vessel of superior the 
force under the protection of the enemy’s batteries/’ 
Here then, upon an important point of service, is an 
opinion at coinplete variance with that which, it is 
pretended, would have been expressed by admiral 
Cornwallis, had the i^loius, when bearing her de- 
spatches, such as they were, pursued and engaged 
the Didon. Much as we have reason to be satisfied, 
as regards both weight and number, with the private 
opinions, which the complaints against us, for drag- 
ging into the light that hitherto concealed case, have 
elicited, the few words just quoted from the letter 
of sir James Saumarez, in reference to an exactly 
similar case, are all that we are at liberty to pub- 
lish. 

On the 10th of May the british 18-pounder 32r T^tar 
gun frigate Tartar, captain George Edmund Byron from 
Bettesworth, sailed from Leith roads, to cruise 
North Bergen and endeavour to intercept a frigate 
stated to be lying in that harbour. This was the 
dutch frigate Guelderland, captain Pool, of 36-guns, 

12 and 6 pounders ; which, with a convoy of three 
or four sliips in charge, had sailed from tl>e Textfl 
on the 8th of March, bound to Batavia, but, having 
sprung a leak, had since put into Bergen to get it 
stopped. 

On the 12th the Tartar arrived off the coast 
Norway, but, on account of a very thick fog, could coastof 
not stand in until the 15th. On that day the frigate 
made the islands to the westward of Bergen ; and, 
on hoisting dutch colours, was boarded by some 
Norwegians, who came off in two boats ; and, informed 
the officers, that the Guelderland, with her small 

VOL. V. E 
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ims. convpy, had sailed for the East Indies ei^ht days 
Before. By the aid of these men as pilots, the 
Tartar steered through a most intricate and rocky 
passage, until she arrived within five or six miles 
of Bergen, when the Norwegians refused to take the 
ship any further. 

Capt. It being captain Bettesworth's intention, now that 
wofth*' the frigate had escaped him, to proceed oflF the town, 
fnTs bring awdy the shipping in the harbour, among 
boat's* which were three privateers, the Tartar anchored 
in the straits ; and in the evening captain Bettes- 
^ worth, accompanied by his first and third lieutenants, 
Herbert Caiger and Thomas Sykes, and Mr. John 
Jervis White the master, went up to the town in the 
frigate’s boats. An indiaman lying under the battery 
would now probably have been cut out, had not the 
guard-boat, wliich w’as without her, fallen in with and 
fired upon the launch commanded by lieutenant Sykes. 
The launch’s crew returned the fire, and, after wound- 
ing all the men in the guard-boat severely, took 
Re- her. This proceeding alarmed the town’s' people, 
tujns vvho, sounding their bugles, flew to the batteries, 
board. Finding that the shipping was protected by a chain, 
captain Bettesworth, with all his boats except the 
launch left to watch the enemy’s motions, pulled back 
to the frigate. 

Tartar The Tartar now got under way, with the intention 
, of cannonading the town and batteries. Owing, 
to however, to the intricacy ot the passage and the 

thr'* lig'btness of the wind, the ship, although with a 
town, strong current in her favour, had only been able to 
reach half the distance, when, lying quite becalmed in 
Is at- a narrow rocky strait without any anchorage, she was 
ucked attacked by an armed schooner and five gun-boats, 
boat*, each of the latter carrying two long 24-pounders, 
along with a detachment of troops. Having taken their 
station under a rocky point within half gun-shot of 
the Tartar, who by the set of the current kept gra- 
dually nearing them, these vessels niaintaiiied, with 
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Entire Impunity^ a well-directed fire ; hulling the ^^8. 
frigate in 10 or 11 places, and greatly damaging her^jy^ 
rigging and sails. Among the first shots was one Death 
that killed captain Bettesworth, while he was in the 
act of pointing a gun ; and Mr. Henry Fitzburgh, a woX. 
fine and promising young midshipman, fell dead 
nearly at the same instant. 

The command of the Tartar, thus critically Tartar 
circumstanced, devolved upon lieutenant Caiger. 

By great exertions, the broadside of the frigate Bergen 
was at length brought momentarily to bear, and one 
of the gun-boats was sunk by its discharge. The 
action continued in this partial manner for an hour 
and a half ; when, a light air springing up, the 
Tartar wore and stood towards the gun-boats, and, 
getting her bow-guns to bear, compelled them to 
retreat and pull up under the batteries of Bergen. 
Considering it unadvisable, in the present state of 
general alarm, to attack the town, lieutenant Caiger 
obliged the natives on board to attempt a passage 
with the ship to the northward. In her way through 
this channel, the Tartar picked up her launch ; and, 
after passing many difficult spots, where it became 
necessary to boom the frigate oft' with spars, and 
occasionally to tow her by the boats, the Tartar, at 
3 p. M., got clear of the islands and stood out to sea. 

The whole of the frigate’s loss by this perilous enter- 
prise consisted of her captain and one midshipman 
killed, one man with the loss of his right arm, another 
man severely, and several slightly wounded. Most of 
the shot-holes were between wind and water, and 
one shot had struck the ship two feet under water. ««- 
On the 20th the Tartar returned to Leith roads, 

With the body of her late gallant and much lamented Lei***- 
captain on board. 

On the 19th of May, at 4 p. m., in latitude dfi* ^gi- 
north, longitude 14° west, the british 38-guu frigate fails in 
Virginie, captain Edward Brace, standing on the 
starboard tack with the wind at north-east, saw aiid derimd 

E 2 
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, 1808. chased a sail in the north-north-west. At 4 h. 30 ni. 
P. Mw the strange sail, which was the dutch frigate 
Guelderland, already named as the object of the 
Tartar’s search, bore away. At 7 h. 40 m. p. m. 
the Virginie, coming up fast, fired a gun to-leeward : 
on which the Guelderland fired one to-windward, 
and hoisted french colours. At 9 h. 45 m. p. m., the 
Virginie hailed the Guelderland ; who, shifting her 
colours, replied that she was a dutch ship of war. 

Being now called upon to strike, and refusing, the 
and en- Guelderland was fired into by the Virginie, and an 
action forthwith commenced. During its continu- 
ance the dutch frigate wore three times, and, in at- 
tempting to do so the fourth time, fell on board her 
opponent ; but the night was so dark, and the swell 
so great, that the British could not act as on such 
occasions they are wont. After an hour and a half’s 
contest, in which she had her bowsprit and all three 
masts shot away by the board, and sustained a very 
Her heavy loss in killed and wounded, the Guelderland 
der?"* struck her colours to the Virginie ; whose prin- 
cipal damage was thdt caused by the former’s run- 
ning foul of her. The Guelderland, soon after she 
had struck, caught fire, but, through the firm disci- 
pline of the enemy,” says captain Brace, " the fire 
was extinguished” before the Virginie’s boats could 
get on board to rescue the prisoners. 

^Mon The Virginie came out of the action with so trifling 
side, a loss as one man killed and two men wounded ; 
while that of the Guelderland, whose crew numbered 
253, exclusive of 23 passengers, amounted to 25 
officers and men killed, and 50, including her com- 
mander, severely wounded. 

Against such a superiority as existed in this action, 
to delay surrendering until the ship was wholly dis- 
masted, and three tenths of her crew killed or disabled, 
showed that there was no want of bravery in the dutch 
frigate. There appears, however, to have been one ex- 
ception among the persons on board ; and that, shame 
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to say, the captain himself. On the 28th of Novetn- 
her, 1810, colonel de mer Pool, late captain of the 
Guelderland frigate, was tried % a court-martial at 
Amsterdam, for having, during that ship’s action on 
with the Virginie, quitted his quarters after receiv-^“‘^ 
ing two slight wounds, one in the face, the other in ^ 
the hand. By the sentence that followed, he was 
dismissed the service, declared perjured and infa- 
mous, and banished for life.* 

In the art of gunnery, the Dutchmen appear to Con- 
have been miserably deficient. Many a 10-gun 

{ wivateer, in a running fight, has inflicted a greater gun- 
oss upon abritish frigate, than the Virginie sustained 
in her one hour and a half’s conflict with the Guelder- frigates, 
land. On the other hand, great credit is due to the 
Virginie’s officers and crew for the skill they exhibited j 
especially when it is considered, that the 18-pounders 
of the Virginie, on account of her age and weak- 
ness, were, if we are rightly informed, of a shorter 
and lighter description than those usually established 
upon frigates of her class. 

The british captain, in his official letter, calls the 
defence of his opponent a gallant one, and adds : 

■“ If any credit is due to this transaction, I entreat 
you to bestow it on the officers and men.” Here is ano- 
ther instance of that liberal feeling which is ever the 
characteristic of the truly brave. Captain Brace’s 
recommendation of his officers produced its effect, 
lieutenant John Davis, first of the ship, being made a 
commander, and master’s mate Nathaniel Norton, who 
had passed for one, a lieutenant. Dutch ships of 
war are seldom any great acquisition to the british 
navy; but the Guelderland served, for a few years, 
as a cruising 12-pounder 36. 

On the 4th of April, while the british 38-gun 
frigate Alceste, captain Murray Maxwell, 28-gun 
frigate Mercury, captain James Alexander Gordon, 


* Moniteur^ December 14, 1810. ^ 
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and ISfgun brig-sloop Grasshopper, (IGcarronades, 
32-pQunders, and two long sixes,) captain Thomas 
Aiceste Searle, lay at anchor about three miles to the north- 
r**and lightliousc of San-Sobastian, near Cadiz, 

gtms- a large convoy, under the protection of about 20 
attack ffun-boafs and a numerous train of flying artillery on 
Spanish the beach, was observed coming down close along- 
shore from the northward. At 3 p. m-, the Spanish 
convoy being then abreast of the town of Rota, the 
Aiceste and squadron weighed, with the wind at west- 
south-west, and stood in for the body of the enemy’s 
vessels. 

At 4 p. M., the shot and shells from the gun-boats 
and batteries passing over them, the british ships 
opened their fire. The Aiceste and Mercury de- 
voted their principal attention to the gun-boats; while 
the Grasshopper, drawing much less water, stationed 
herself upon the shoal to the southward of the town. 
Gallant close to the batteries, that by the grape from her 

beha- carroiiadcs she drove the Spaniards from their guns, 
and at the same time kept in check a division of gun- 
searie. boats, whicli had come out from Cadiz to assist those 
engaged by the two frigates. Captain Maxwell in 
his official letter, alluding to this gallant conduct on 
the part of captain Searle, says : " It was a general 
cry in both ships, Only look how nobly the brig be- 
haves.’” The situation of the Aiceste and Mercury 
was also rather critical, they having, in the state of 
the wind, to tack every fifteen minutes close to the 
end-of the shoal. 

In the heat of the action the first lieutenant of the 
Aiceste, Allen Stewart, volunteered to board the 
convoy with the boats. Accordingly the boats of the 
Boats Aiceste pushed off, under lieutenant Stewart, accom- 
panied by lieutenant Philip Pipon, lieutenant of raa- 
stevr- rines Richard Hawkey, master’s mates James Arscott 
bring and Thomas Day, midshipmen J. Stevens Parker, 
Tesseis James Adair, CharlesCroker, Abraham M‘Caul, and 
Thomas Henry McLean ; and the boats of the Mercury, 
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under lieutenant Watkiu Owen Pell,* accompaiued 
by lieutenant Robert James Gordon, lieutenant ^priT 
marines James Whylock, master’s mates Charles Du 
Cane and Maurice Keating Cornyn, quickly followed^ 
Dashing in among the convoy, the two divisions of 
boats, led by lieutenant Stewart, soon boarded 
arid brought out seven tartans, from under the very 
muzzles of the enemy’s guns, and from under the 
protection of the barges and pinnaces of the franco- 
spanish squadron of seven, sail of the line; whicli 
barges and pinnaces had also by that time effected 
their junction with the gun-boats. 

Exclusive of the seven tartans captured, two of 
the gun-boats were destroyed, and several compelled- 
to run on shore, by the fire from the two british 
frigates and brig, which did not entirely cease until 
6 h. 30 m. p. M. All this was effected with so slight Loss, 
a loss to the British, as one man mortally, and two 
slightly wounded on board the Grasshopper. The 
damages of the latter, however, were extremely se- 
vere, as well in hull, as in masts, rigging, and sails. 

With the exception of an anchor shot away from 
the Mercury, the damages o^the two frigates were 
confined to their sails and rigging, and that not to 
any material extent. 

In the month of April, while the british 12-pound- 
er 36-gun frigate Nymphe, captain Conway Shipley, bios- 
and 18-gun ship-sloop Blossom, Captain George 
Pigot, were cruising oflthe port of Lisbon, information 
was received, that a large brig-corvette, the Garrota, 
of 20 guns and 150 men, late belonging to the Por- 
tuguese navy, but since fitted out by the French, was 
lying at anchor in a bight above Belem castle, waiting 
for an opportunity to escape to sea. Having rowed 
up the Tagus at night in his gig, and reconnoitred 
the position of the brig, captain Shipley resolved 
to attempt cutting her out. For this purpose the 

* In mentioning the wound of this officer when a niidshipmait 
of the Loire in February, 1800, (see vol. iii. p. 45,) we should have 
stated that he lost his left leg, and was then under 1 2 years of age. 
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1808. boats of both ships were detached^ and, upon a prin- 
ciple highly honourable to him, were placed by 
captain Shipley under the command of captain Pigot; 
. the former merely accompanying the expedition to 
point out the situation of the vessel. Owing to some 
cause with which we are unacquainted, the boats 
returned without effecting their object, or even, 
we believe, getting within g'un-shot of the french 
brig. A second attempt ended much in the same 
way. 

fheir Captain Shipley now resolved to head the boats 
boau himself ; and accordingly, on the 23d, at 9 p. m., eight 
out^a* containing about 150 officers and men, quit- 

french ted the Nymphe, in two divisions, for the Tagus, 
brig in rpj^g larboard division consisted of the Nymphe’s gig, 
Tagus, captain Shipley, her large cutter, lieutenant Richard 
Standish Haly, launch, lieutenant Thomas Hodgskins, 
and yawl, master’s mate Michael Raven. The star- 
board division consisted of the Blossom’s gig, captain 
George Pigot, her large cutter, lieutenant John 
Undrell, launch, lieutenant William Cecil, and the 
Nymphe’s small cutter, master’s mate Thomas Hill. 
The orders were, for the boats to keep in tow of each 
other until they were discovered by the brig : then 
to cast off, and pull alongside as fast as possible ; 
the larboard division to board on the larboard, and 
the starboard division on the opposite, side of the 
enemy’s vessel. As, in the event of success, the Ga- 
rotta in coming out might not be able, on account of 
the darkness, to avoid the shoals off the entrance of 
the river, Mr. Henry Andrews, the master of the 
Nymphe, with the jollyboat, was directed to station 
himself on the northern extremity of the South Ca- 
chop ; and, upon seeing the brig approach, he was to 
hoist a light by way of beacon. 

Boats The british boats entered the Tagus in the order 
vince prescribed, and, ascending with the tide, got near 

attack became slack water, to see the 

attac . yggggig harbour thwart. Wishing to have a 

good tide to carry out his prize, captain Shipley 
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waited until he saw the vessels swing' with the 
ebb. Unfortunately for the success of the enter* 
prise, there was a fresh in the river, and the tide in 
consequence, when the ebb had fairly made, ran at 
the rate of seven knots an hour. Notwithstanding 
this unexpected difficulty, the boats got tolerably 
close to the enemy’s vessel before they were dis- 
covered. Upon being hailed by the Garotta, who 
lay within pistol-shot of the guns of Belem castle, 
and had for her additional protection a floating bat- 
tery carrying long 24-pounders, the boats of the 
two divisions cast themselves off and severally made 
towards her. 

The giff soon darted out of sight of the other 
boats, and at about 2 h. 30 m. a. m. on the 23d, Boards 
boarded the french brig on the larboard bow. Cap- 
tain Shipley, having sprung into the Garotta’s fore- 
rigging, was in the act of cutting away the boarding- ofcnpt. 
netting, when he received a rausket-ball in his fore- 
head and fell dead into the w'ater. The next in com- 
mand of the gig was Mr. Charles Shipley, the late 
captain’s brother, but not attached to the Nymphe, 
nor even, we have heard,^ belonging to the naval 
profession. His fraternal affection overcoming treats 
every other consideration, Mr. Shipley ordered the “ng 
gig’s crew to shove off from the enemy’s vessel, and foul of 
endeavour to pick up their captain. As she dropped otLr 
from the brig’s side, the gig fell foul of the oars of 
the large cutter, just as the latter was about to lay 
herself alongside. The large cutter, thus impeded, 
drifted upon the launch ; and all three boats then 
fell foul of a large calking stage moored astern of 
the brig. 

Disengaging the cutter as quickly as possible, lieu- R®: 
tenant Haly again directed his course towards the “g“‘ 
Garotta; but such was now the rapidity of the fide, j^^**®* 
that the men, with all their efforts, could not stem it. able to 
Having had one seaman killed, and one midshipman 


* He is now the reverend Charles Shipley. 
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1808 . (William Moriarty) and a corporal of marines 
wounded, and seeing no prospect of being supported 
thetidcby the starboard division of the boats under captain 
donthe which, as well as the yawl belonging to the 

enter-* larboard division, had seemingly been unable to 
prise, pyjj yp against the tide, lieutenant Haly abandoned 
the enterprise, and returned on board the Nymphe. 
At 4 A. M. the boats of each division reached their 
sliip without any additional loss. The body of cap- 
tain Shipley was afterwards washed on shore, and 
a (Forded a clear proof that, had he fallen into the boat 
instead of into the water, he could not have sur- 
vived his wound. Yet a contemporary represents this 
gallant young o(ticer to have been drowned.”* 
Captain Pigot, fortunately for him, was appointed 
non”7 admiral sir Charles Cotton, the commander in 
capt. chief on the coast of Portugal, to be the late captain 
Pigot. Shipley’s successor on board the Nymphe ; and on 
the 17th of the ensuing September, he was confirmed 
in his post-rank. ‘ 

On the 23d of April, in the morning, the Grass- 
and*^ hopper, still commanded by captain Searle, and now 
accompanied by the 14-gun brig Rapid, lieutenant 
four Henry Baugh, cruising off Faro, on the south coast 
gm"**** of Portugal, fell in with and chased two Spanish 
boats vessels, valuably laden from South America, under 
Fmo!^ the protection of four gun-boats. In a short time the 
chased vessels all anchored among the shoals, and 
under the cover of a battery close in with Faro. The 
Grasshopper and Rapid immediately anchored within 
range of grape-shot; and, after a very severe action 
o«P- of two hours and a half, compelled the people on 
two of shore to desert their guns, two of the gun-boats to 
rtem, surrender, and the remaining two to run themselves 
on shore. 

^^va- The two Spanish vessels, the cargo of each of 
luaWe which was valued at £30000 sterling, were imme- 
Xint diately taken possession of. The service, thus gal- 

prizes. 


* Brenton, vol. v. p. 46^2. 
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lantly performed, was not executed wholly without 
loss, the Grasshopper having one seaman killed, her AjtjL 
captain slightly, and three seamen severely wounded, 
and the Rapid three searae» also wounded severely. 

Both brigs likewise suffered much in their hulls, masts, 
sails, and rigging. The loss of the enemy was very 
great in the two captured gun.boats, amounting to 
40 in killed and wounded. 

Captain Searle, in his official letter, speaks very 
highly of his first lieutenant, William CUtfieldj 
also of his master, Henry Bell, and purser, Tho- 
mas Bastin ; the first for having taken the brig into so 
dangerous a navigation, and the last for having, in 
the absence of the second lieutenant, commanded 
the after-guns. Mr. Bastin had, it appears, on a 
former occasion been severely wounded, and is de- 
scribed as a very deserving officer. 

On the 22d of April, at 6 a. m., as the british 
ship-sloop Gor6e, of 18 long sixes and eight 12- P»ii- 
pouuder carronades, with 120 men and boys, cap- 
tain Joseph Spear, was lying at an anchor in Grande- PUade. 
Bourg bay, island of Marie-Galante, the two french 
16-gun brig-corvettes Palinure, capitaine de fregate 
Pierre-Frangois Jance, andPilade, lieutenant de vais- 
seau Jean-Marie Cocherel, each mounting fourteen 
24-pounder carronades and two sixes, with 110 men 
and boys, then on their way from Martinique to 
Gaudeloiipe, made their appearance in the south- 
east. Having ascertained that they were enemy’s 
vessels, and hoisted a signal to that effect to the brig- 
sloop Sup^rieure, of twelve 18-pounder carronades 
and two long twelves, captain Andrew Hodge, at 
an anchor a few miles off in the north-west, the 
Goree, at 9 a. m., slipped and made sail in chase, 
with a moderate breeze at east-south-east. 

Confident in their strength, the two brigs waited 
for the Gor6e, and at 10 a. m. the action commenced them 
within pistol-shot. At the end of an hour’s cannon- 
ade, observing the approach of the Sup6rieure, and *wed. 
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1808. of another vessel or two, the Palinure and Pilade 
bore up and made all sail ; leaving the Goree with 
• her main yard, and fore and main topsail yards, shot 
away in the slings, all hdi* masts and topmasts badly 
wounded, and the ship in other respects so disabled 
that she could not follow them. Owing, however, to 
the high firing of her two opponents, the Goree’s loss 
amounted to only one man killed and four wounded. 
Each french brig had four men killed ; the Pilade six, 
and the Palinure 15, including her captain, wounded ; 
total, eight killed and 21 wounded. With no other 
sail to set than her foresail and driver, the Goree 
now hauled her wind for Marie-Galante, and in 
about half an hour regained the anchorage she had 
quitted. 

Sup4- By noon the Superieure, who had weighed at 
chases 10 h. 15 m. A. M., got witliiii three miles of the two 
tactr' brigs, then in the west-south-west, steering 

them, for the Saintes. At about half past noon a running 
fight commenced between the Pilade and Superieure, 
and continued until 3 h. 30 m. p. m., when the latter, 
being close to the forts at the Saintes, shortened 
sail and hauled to the wind on the larboard tack ; 
having sustained no loss, and no greater damage than 
one carronade disabled, and the axle of one of her 12- 
IncTor pounders broken. At 6 p. m. the Palinure and Pilade 
in the anchored in the Saintes; and, in justice to those brigs 
Saintes jnug(; ^,0 stated, that, when the Superieure gave 
up the chase, the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Circe, 
captain Hugh Pigot, and 18-gun brig-sloop Wolve- 
rine, captain Francis Augustus Collier, were within 
a very few miles of them. 

nure October the british 18-gun brig- 

met sloop Carnation, (sixteen 32-pounder carronades and 
glged’ sixes,) captain Charles Mars Gregory, cruising 
by Car- about 60 Icagues to the northward and eastward of 
nation. Martinique, fell in with the Palinurfe, still com- 
manded by captain Jance, and then cruising alone. 
An action ensued ; and, at the end of an hour and a 



CARNATION AND PALINORE. 


61 

half’s cannonade, the Palinure, who was to-wind- 1808 . 
ward, being greatly disabled in her rigging, fell on 
board the Carnation. 

In common cases this would have been the mo- Cap- 
ment-for the british vessel to terminate the contest tliriat- 
in her favour, but the Carnation was not so fortun- 
ate : her gallant commander was dead, and all her ing! ' 
principal officers and several of her crew had 
been either killed or badly wounded ; so that the boat- 
swain, William Triplet, was now the commanding 
officer on deck. Finding that the British were not, 
as usual, ready to rush on board their vessel, the 
French took confidence, and became themselves the 
assailants. The boatswain advanced boldly to re- 
pulse the boarders ; but, of the 45 or 50 men then 
on deck, (several, exclusive of the wounded, were 
on duty below, perhaps about 20) not more than 
eight or 10 came to his support. The remainder, 
headed by the sergeant of marines, John Chapman, 
deserted their quarters and lied below. The conse- 
quence was, that the Carnation became a prize to 
the Palinure, and that too by boarding. 

The, british brig, out] of a crew of 117 men andLosson 
boys, had her commander, purser, (Morgan Thomas,) sidV. 
and eight men killed, and her two lieutenants, (Samuel 
Bartlett Deecker and James Fitzmaurice, severely,) 
rna.ster, (Anthony Metherell, mortally,) and 27 offi- 
cers, petty-officei’s, seamen, and marines wounded, 
no fewer than 15 of them mortally. What loss 
was sustained by the Palinure, whose crew on this 
occasion certainly did not exceed 100 men, has not 
transpired. The captain, as it appears, was suffer- 
ing with the yellow fever ; and the active part in 
the conduct of the engagement had, in consequence, 
devolved upon enseigne de vaisseau Simon-Auguste 
Huguet, who is represented to have greatly distin- 
guished himself. According to the french accounts, 
captain Jance, in less than an hour after his victory, 
died on board the Carnation, of which, as the prefer- 
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1808, able Vessel, he had taken the command. Both brigs, in 
'ocT^ the course of the day succeeding the action, arrived 
at the harbour of Marin, M artinique, 
tare of October the british 74-gun ship 

pikde Pompee, captain George Cockburn, being within 
Pom days’ sail of Barbadoes, came up with and cap- 
p°e?" tUred the french brig-corvette Pilade, with a creW of 
109 men on board, and still commanded by lieutenant 
Cocherel, eight days from Martinique on a cruise. 
Cap- On the 31st, at daylight, the 12-pounder 32-gun 
Paii-”^ frigate Circe, captain Hugh Pigot, cruising off the 
nureby hacbour of Fort-Royal, Martinique, observed a brig 
Circe, under jury-masts coming before the wind. The in- 
stant the frigate made sail the brig, which was the 
Palinure on her way from Marin into the harbour 
of Fort-Royal, hauled close round the Diamond rock. 
Jt being nearly calm, the brig was enabled, with her 
sweeps and a boat, to get under the protection of a 
battery on Pointe Salomon, before the Circe could 
get near her. As soon as the frigate arrived within 
gun-shot, an action ensued ; and in 10 or ] 5 minutes 
the Palinure hauled down her colours, with the loss, 
out of her 79 men on board when the action com- 
menced, of seven killed and eight wounded. The 
Circe herself, from the fire of the battery, which was 
too much above her to be fired at with effect, lost 
one man killed and one wounded. On board the 
Palinure were found nine of the surviving seamen 
late belonging to the Carnation; which brig had 
either put back to Marin after sailing, or had been 
left there by the Palinure. 

martial November the late master of the 

onCar- Carnation, one of the officers recaptured in the Pa- 
Uo'n’s l**^*^*'®? died on board the 98-gun ship Neptune, in 
late Carlisle bay, Barbadoes, of, we believe, the wounds 
crew, jjg received in the action ; but a contemporary 
states, that he died of the yellow fever.* On the 1st 
of February a court-martial was held at Carlisle bay 
* Brentoh, vol. iv. p. 269 . 
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Upon a badly wounded quartermaster and a captain 
of the rtiast late belonging to the Carnation^ and'^^ 
they were honourably acquitted* On the 28th^ at Ac- 
Fort-Royal bay, Martinique, where, as we shall see 
presently, the british commander in chief, rear-cers, 
admiral sir Alexander Cochrane, then was, the^®- 
remainder of the surviving officers and crew, having 
been recaptured at the surrender of the island, were 
put upon their trial ; and the two lieutenants, the 
surgeon, the two master’s mates, the three midship- 
men, the gallant boatswain, and a few seamen and 
marines were honourably acquitted. Others that 
were on duty or wounded below, including among 
the former the gunner and his two mates, were also 
acquitted of all blame. 

In justice to the memory of the officers who were 
killed in the action, or died of their wounds, the fol- 
lowing declaration was made by the court : " That euIo- 
the conduct of captain Gregory, from the commence- siu™ 
ment of the action to the period of his being killed, Grego- 
was most exemplary. And it also appears, that Mr. 
Anthony Metherell, late master of the Carnation, 

Mr. Morgan Thomas, the late purser, Mr. Thomas 
Griffiths, the late carpenter, and all those of her 
crew who were killed during the action, did perform 
their respective duties as became them.” Of the 
remainder of the late Carnation’s crew present to demna- 
take their trial, 32 seamen and marines were found 
guilty of gross cowardice, and sentenced to 14 crew, 
years’ transportation to Botany bay, except one man, 
the sergeant of marines, John Chapman : he was gelut 
condemned to be hanged ; and hanged he was, on the o/"’*- 
day after his trial, at the fore yard-arm of the 44-gun ia”uged 
ship Ulysses, at anchor in F ort-Royal bay. 

Being aware that our chief historical contem- 
porary commanded a sloop of war in the West ton’s 
indies at the period of this disgraceful affair of the 
Carnation; and that, at the date of the court-* 
martial, if not sitting as one of the members, ho 
was at, or very near to, the spot where it was held. 
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we naturally turned to his book^ for a full account 
Nor. of the circumstances under which the sisten-brig of 
the Amaranthe had been lost. 

We find it stated, that a long chase and a three 
hours’ running fight, at the end of which the Carna- 
tion had fired away all her filled powder, preceded 
the close action ; but here comes the statement that 
charges surpHses and puzzles us : “ The master of the 
against Carnation ran from his quarters, as did the sergeant 
master* of Diarines.” “ The vessel was sacrificed to the 
c^na of master and the sergeant of marines.” 

tio™' The facts above stated came out in evidence be- 
fore the court.”* How this could have been the 
case, and such a sentence have been pronounced 
as that of which a faithful transcript has been given 
in the preceding page, is beyond our comprehension. 
All we can say is, that, as captain Brenton calls the 
Carnation’s first lieutenant “ Dicker,” instead of 
Deecker, and acknowledges that he has “ unfor- 
tunately forgotten the name of the second,” his 
memory may have been equally treacherous respect- 
ing the conduct, and he actually appears not to know 
the name, of the unfortunate master, whose memory 
he has so aspersed. 

Sonibe November, as the british 16-gun 

re- brig-sloop Heureux, captain William Coombe, was 
to c^t cruising off the north side of the island of Guade- 
out loupe, information was received that seven vessels, 
french some laden and ready for sea, lay in the harbour of 
vessels. Mahaut at the bottom of the bay of that name. 
Thinking it practicable to cut out these vessels, 
captain Coombe resolved to head his boats in the 
attack. He had a pilot to carry the boats in, and a 
guide to conduct the storming parties to the two 
batteries, which mounted, one of them one, and the 
other two, long 24-pounders. 

In the dusk of the evening three boats pushed off 
in the after rowing for about six hours, 

ittacL lay upon their oars to await the setting of the moon. 

* Brenton, vol. iv. p. 269. 
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At 4 A. M. on the 29th they dashed on; and, after i®®®- 
a few^inutes of desperate fighting, captain Coombe, *n^ 
in the barge with 19 men, boarded, and carried a 
schooner of two guns, and a crew of 39 seamen and 
soldiers. In the mean while lieutenant Daniel Law-®»"'is 
rence, assisted by Mr. Robert Daly, the purser, cMnot 
with the remainder of the party, amounting to about 
44 officers and men, had landed and spiked the two vessel. 
24-pounders upon the nearest battery. Having ac- 
complished this, lieutenant Lawrence and his. party 
boarded a brig ; but, before either the schooner or 
the brig could be got off, the shore was lined with 
musketry, and three field-pieces were brought to 
bear upon the two captured vessels. In their way 
out, these unfortunately grounded, and thus became 
fixed objects for the enemy's fire, which was presently 
increased by the remaining 24-pounder. 

Finding it impossible to get the vessels affoat, and 
daylight appearing, captain Coombe was in the act of 
giving orders to abandon them, when a 24-pound shot 
struck him on the left side, and he instantly expired, 
exclaiming, “ I die contented ; 1 die for my coun- 
try !” Lieutenant Lawrence, who was wounded by 
a musket-ball in the arm, succeeded, by about 6 a. m., 
without any additional loss of consequence, in getting 
all three of the boats beyond the reach of shot. 

We formerly submitted some remarks upon the Re- 
ineligibility of a class of british cruisers, which it “n the 
was thought advisable to build at Bermuda of the ^•8““ 
pencil cedar ; vessels that were to measure from 75 
to 78 tons, and mount four 12-pounder carronades, 
with a crew of 20 men and boys.* These king’s 
schooners, 12 in number, and named Ballahou, Bara- 
couta. Capelin, Grouper, Haddock, Herring, King- 
fish, Mackarel, Pilchard, Pike, Snapper, and Whiting, 
were all launched and at sea in the course of the year 
1804. A foreboding, perhaps, that their terms of 
service would be short, and the british navy, in con- 

* See vo). iii. Appendix, note i to Abstract No. 13. 
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1^3. sequence, suffer a reduction in its strength, caused 
18 more of these cock-boats to be constructed ; and 
they were all, before the end of the year 1806, 
launched, armed, manned, officered, and sent to 
“ take, burn, and destroy” the vessels of war and 
merchantmen of the enemy. Of these 18 ^‘men- 
of-war” schooners, six only were built at Bermuda, 
and, like the others, were named after the piscatory 
tribe : Bream, Chubb, Cuttle, Mullet, Porgay, and 
Tang. The remaining 12 were built in english 
dock-yards, and were given the names of birds: 
Crane, Cuckoo, Jackdaw, Landrail, Maggie, Pigeon, 
Quail, Rook, Sealark, Wagtail, Wigeon, and 
Woodcock. 

im- ^ When the flimsy and diminutive frames, four or 
five in a slip, of these tom-tit cruisers came to be 

daM*^ viewed amidst the substantial and towering struc- 
tures standing near them, many a sailor’s joke (and 
a sailor’s joke is a proverbially good one) was cracked 
at the projector. This opened the eyes of the sur- 
veyors of the navy, and a slight enlargement of the 
class took place. Hence came the Adonis, Alphea, 
Barbara, Laura, Cassandra, Sylvia, and half a dozen 
of the like pretty names ; schooners (some rigged 
as cutters) of 1 1 1 tons each, pierced to mount, but 
too small conveniently to carry, ten 18-pounder 
carronades, with a crew of 50 men and boys. In 
the course of the year 1808, the schooner class 
received a more decided improvement, in the con- 
struction of the Bramble, Holly, Juniper, Missletoe, 
Shamrock, and Thistle, of 150 tons each, with the 
same guns and complement as the last. 

A case or two, which we have now to relate, will 
show the propriety of our remarks, as to the unfitness 
of any of the first or 4-gun class of these schooners, to 
traverse the ocean unattended by a consort to defend 
her from the attacks of an enemy, or, should a gale 
come on, and the accompanying vessel not be quite 
large enough to hoist her in, to take out the crew and 
let the worthless hull go to the bottom. Some time 
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in the month of January, 1807, the Jackdaw, lieute- 
nant I^athaniel Brice, cruising off the Cape de Verd^ 
islands, was fallen in with, and captured by, " a 11 *^ 
Spanish row-boat.” In the following month the prize , 
was recaptured by the 32-gun frigate Minerva, cap- ture of 
tain George Ralph Collier ; and lieutenant Brice, on 
his return to England, was tried by a court-martial ^riai 
and dismissed the service. He was, however, shortly of 
afterwards reinstated in bis rank. In fact, there zander 
was many a row-boat privateer, that was a full 
match for the Jackdaw ; and 18 or 20 smart hands in 
a frigate’s launch, armed with her 18-pounder car- 
ronade, would have felt themselves quite equal to the 
task of capturing her. Steel has made the affair 
appear worse than it was, by giving the Jackdaw 10 
guns instead of four. In April the Pike, lieutenant John ^“P' 
Ottley, cruising off Altavella, was fallen in with and nnd^e- 
captured by the french privateer Marat, of four times 
her force. Shortly afterwards the 18-gun brig-sloop Pike 
Moselle, captain Alexander Gordon, recaptured the 
Pike, and restored her to the british navy. A simi- fish, 
lar fate attended the Kingfish, whereby her valuable 
services were only lost for a time. 

On the 18th of August, 1808, the Rook, one GaiUnt 
of the 4-gun schooners, commanded by lieutenant 
James Lawrence, being off the mole of Cape St.- 
Nicholas, on her way from Port-Royal, Jamaica, 
to England with despatches, was fallen in with and 
attacked by two french schooner privateers, one of 
12, the other of 10 guns. After an action of one hour 
and a half, during which the lieutenant was killed, the caji- 
next officer, master^s mate Thomas Seaward, mortally 
Wounded, and 13 out of the remaining 18 men of the 
crew killed or mortally wounded, the privateersmen 
made a prize of the Rook. This very gallant action 
more than redeemed the fate of the Jackdaw. Three 
other schooners of this class were captured by pri- 
vateers, but in later years. In short, the whole 30 raiale; 
individuals composing this class, except three sold 
out of the service, came to an untimely end; some as ' 

F 2 
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1803. already mentioned^ by falling into the hands, of 4h6 
enemy, and the remainder by foundering in the deep 
or perishing on the rocks. 

fure" Spme of the smaller 10-gun class also became the 
and trophies of french privateers; one case is all we shall 
ture of I'elate. On the 17th of September, 1807, the Barbara, 
Bar- lieutenant Edward A. D’Arcey, after a welhcontested 
action of half an hour, was boarded and taken by,the 
french privateer Gen6ral-Ernouf, captain Grassin, and 
carried into Guadeloupe. On the 17th of July, 1808, 
in the Gulf of Florida, the Barbara, then named 
P6raty, was recaptured by the 38^un frigate Guer- 
ri^re, captain Alexander Skene. The privateer had 
sailed from Charleston about a week before, and, 
when fallen in with, was in the track of the Jamaica 
homeward-bound fleet ; " of which,” says captain 
gene- Skene, she had obtained most correct information, 
rosity. their strength, number, and situation, from the 

master of an american brig, who had himself claimed 
and received the protection of that convoy, which 
he betrayed to the enemy in 24 hours after parting 
company.” 

Red- On the 7th of May, at daylight. Cape Trafalgar 
wif in bearing west-north- west distant about six miles, the 
with a british 18-gun brig-sloop Redwing, of 16 carronades, 
cs°cort- 32-pounders, and two long sixes, captain Thomas 
edby Ussher, discovered a Spanish convoy of, seven armed 
and 12 merchant vessels, coming down alongshore. 
The wind being very light and variable, the Red- 
wing was not able to close, with the enemy until, 7 
A. M. ; when, the two parties being within point- 
blank shot of each other, the Spanish gun-vessels, 
seven in number, handed their sails, formed a close 
line, and swept towards the Redwing, indicating , an 
intention to board. That the Spaniards had .good 
reason to hope for success, will pe, seen when the 
force ,of their vessels is described. The Piligenjte 
and Boreas mounted each two long 24 and two Ippg 
8 pounders, with a crew of 60 men ; gun-rboats. No. 
3, two long 24 and, one long 36 pounder and 35 mep ^ 
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No. Gi, one 24 and 40 men, and NdV 107, two 6 -pound-' 1808 . 
fers and 35 men; a mistico four 6-pounders and'^JJ^ 
20 men ; and a felucca four long 3-pounders and 
20 men ; total 22 g^ns and 271 men. Nowise daunted, 
notwithstanding, the Redwing endeavoured also to 
close, in order to decide the business quickly, and, if 
possible, secure the merchantmen. 

As soon as her opponents had advanced within 
musket-shot, the brig opened upon them a quick and 
well-directed fire, her guns evidently doing great ex- ^ 
ecution. At 9 a. m. the gun-boats, completely panic- and 
struck and beaten, pushed into the surf, sacrificing 
their wounded. To save these, if possible, captain on 
Ussher despatched one of his boats; but thej°’^®’ 
Redwing’s men, notwithstanding all their exertions, 
were unable to rescue a single Spaniard. Seeing the 
fate of their protectors, two of whom only remained 
afloat, the merchant vessels attempted to disperse. 

Four of the latter were sunk by the Redwing’s 
shot, seven, "along with the 4-gun mistico, were 
captured, and the remaining one, along with gun- 
boat No. 107 and the felucca, effected their escape, 
the Redwing being in too crippled a state to pursue 
them. The brig, indeed, had received two 24-pound 
shot through her foremast, one through the mainmast, 
and one through the gammoning of the bowsprit, d®-***”* 
which last shot had likewise cut asunder the Knee ““se 
of the head. Notwithstanding that her damages 
were so serious, the Redwing had only one sea- 
man hurt on board. In her boats, however, she 
had one seaman killed, and her master, (John Davis,) 
slightly, purser, (Robert L. Horniman,) and the 
saine seaman who had been wounded slightly on 
board, severely, wounded. 

Considering that, among the 22 guns of the Red- 
wing’s seven opponents, there were one long 36, and *5 to 
ifeveii long 24 pounders, that the number of men on 
board of them.almost trebled the number in the brig, 
who had only 98 men and boys on board, and that 
the weather was in every respect favourable for ^n- 
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1808 . boat operations, the defeat and destruction of this 
Spanish flotilla afforded an additional proof of the ♦ 
prowess of british seamen, and of how much may be 
accomplished by gallantry and perseverance. 

On the 10th of May, at I p. m., the british brig- 

Lqirin sloop Wizard, mounting fourteen 24-pounder carron- 
ades and two sixes, with 95 men and boys, captain 
Abel Ferris, being in latitude 40"’ 30' north, and lon- 
gitude 6° 34' east, standing to the north-east, with 
a fresh breeze at west, descried and chased a brig 
in the east-north-east, steering to the southward un- 
der all sail. This vessel was the french brig-cor- 
vette Requin, mounting also fourteen 24-pounder 
(french) carronades, with two sixes, and a crew of 
110 men and boys, capitaine de fregate Claude-Rene 
Berard. In size also, the two brigs nearly agreed, 
the Wizard measuring 283, and the Requin 332 tons. 
The pursuit continued throughout the day and night ; 
the Wizard shifting her provisions aft, and using 
every other means to get her trim anii improve her 
sailing, and her crew passing the night at their 
quarters. 

Requin Oil the 11th, at 4 A. M., the wind being light, the 

t”S Wizard was at her sweeps; and the Re quin, 
trusting to her sails alone, was about two miles dis- 
tant in the south-south-east. At 7 h. 45 ra. a. m. 
the Requin fired her stern-chasers, and hoisted french 
colours; and at 8 h. 10 m. a. m. the Wizard, bring- 
ing up a fresh breeze from west-north-west, fired 
her bow guns at the former, and hoisted british co- 
lours. At 9 A. M. the Requin brought to, with stud- 
ding sails set, and fired her broadside: on Which 
the Wizard, who was nearing fast, ran close under 
her opponent’s stern, and, having raked the Requin 
with guns double-shotted, hove to under her lee 
quarter. In this position the two brigs foUght, 
at close quarters, from 9 a. m. to 10 h. 30 rn. a. m.; 

At* and yet, as was a little extraordinary, no spar of 
either came down. The Requin then filled and made 
sail, followed by the Wizard ; who, being to-Ieeward^ 
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had the wind taken out of her .fli&ils by the former, 

♦ and, in consequence, dropped dsfern ; but the british 
brig still maintained a running fight with her anta- 
gonist as long as her guns would reach. 

In this smart encounter the Wizard had her lower Da- 
masts and main yard badly wounded, and her boats, ““fto 
booms, rigging, and sails much cut, and had also one 
man killed and five wounded. The loss on the part 
of the Requin must have been much more severe, 
as the Wizard’s guns were directed chiefly at her 
opponent’s hull ; while those of the french brig were 
pointed high, as if to disable the rigging of her an- 
tagonist. At 6 p. M., by which time the Wizard had wizard 
fished her lower masts and main yard, repaired the gumes 
principal part of her rigging, and was again in chase 
under every sail she could spread, the island of Toro 
bore east by south half-south distant 12 leagues, 
and the Requin south-east half-east distant a mile 
and a quarter. At 9 p. m., the breeze having nearly 
died away, 4;he sweeps of the Wizard were again 
resorted to, and were unceasingly plied until 11 p. m. ; 
when, a moderate breeze springing up from the west- 
ward, the sails again performed their office, to the 
great relief of the fatigued but not disheartened 
crew, whose hammocks, during the whole of a se- 
cond night, remained lashed in the nettings. 

On the 12th, at 5 a. m., the Requin altered her Second 
course from south-east by south to south; and at 
6 h. 15 m. A. M. the Wizard got near enough to fire her 
lee guns, but the former soon increased herdistance. 

At 7 A. M. the Requin was out of gun-shot, and at 
8 A. M. one mile ahead ; the Wizard still sweeping 
with all her strength, and who, to quicken her progress 
in the light air that was blowing, knocked away the 
stanchions from under the beams of her deck and 
started the wedges of lier masts. Notwithstanding all 
this, the Requin, with her sails alone, increased her - 
distance, at noon to a mile and a half, and at 4 p. m. to 
two miles and a half. The Wizard now rah her 
sweeps across the deck, and got her bow guns amid- 
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1808. ghips, but still cou^^o no.more than keep way .with 
her oppBnent. AT 9 h. 30 m. p. m., a light breeze 
springing up from west by north, the Wizard trim- 
med sails, and, being near the land, bent the small 
bower cable, and got a hawser ready for a spring. 
This done, midnight left the two brigs still t,wo miles 
and a half apart, the Requin bearing from the 
W^izard south by west, and the african coast right 
ahead, distant about seven miles; and again there 
^ was no sleep for the british crew. 

Third On the 13th, at 0 h. 30 m. a. m., the Requin tacked ; 
Ssc. ^ind the Wizard, on getting abreast of the latter’s 
lee beam, and nearly within gun-shot, did the same, 
under all sail. At 5 a. m., the weather becoming 
foggy, the two vessels lost sight of each other ; but 
at 6 A. M. the Wizard was again cheered with the 
sight of her enemy, about two miles off right ahead, 
and apparently going a point free. At noon, after 
an interval of fog, the weather got more clear, and 
the Requin was seen bearing east by north, distant 
three miles and a half, and at 4 p. m. south by east 
three miles. At 8. p. m. the return of thick weather 
again concealed the two vessels from each other; 
but at 10 h. 20 m. p. m. the rising of the moon disco- 
vered the Requin in the south, three and a half miles 
off. The Wizard was once more at her sweeps, and 
at 11 p. M. fired a gun, to excite the attention of any 
british cruisers that might be off Cape Bon. This 
she repeated two or three times. At midnight the 
wind freshened up, and enabled the sailors again to 
suspend their labours at the sweeps, but still not a 
hammock could be moved below. 

Wizard 14th, at 4 A. M., Cape Carthage bore west- 

chors south-west four miles, and the Requin was right 
trai*'*' distant about two miles and a half, steering 

port, for the bay of Tunis. At 5 a. m. the french brig 
anchored close under Fort Goleta in Tunis bay; 
where, as it was a neutral port, the Requin lay as safe 
as if in the harbour of Toulon. The Wizard now 
did all she was empowered to do: she ran under the 
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stern of the fugitive, tacked, andPove to ; {yi9, be- ,1**®®* 
sides reading Le Requin” upon her stern, observed 
that the french brig was much cut up by shot about wizard 
the hull and lower rigging. At 6 a. m. the Wizard 
filled and made sail out of the bay ; and very soon her 
the hammocks were piped down, and her truly gal- 
lant crew enjoyed that rest which, during four sue- stands 
cessive nights, had unavoidably been denied to them. ' 
In this extraordinary chase, the two vessels ran Re- < 
369 miles in 88 hours, making an average of rather 
more than four knots per hour ; which was as fast as 
the light and variable state of the wind, during the 
greater part of the time, would admit. They had 
run 109 miles when the Requin brought to to engage ; 
and engage she did, till she was beaten, fairly beaten, , 
by a brig a trifle inferior, but say equal, to herself ' 
in force. The usual excuse of being charged with 
despatches cannot seemingly apply to this case ; or 
why did captain Berard at length become the assail- 
ant? The truth is, the Requin would have cap- 
tured the Wizard if she 'could, but found herself un- 
equal to the task : nay, more, the french brig found 
that her own surrender must ensue, if she did not 
make use of the only available quality in which she 
excelled, quickness of sailing. This property , car- 
ried with it, as we have seen, another advantage : 
the french crew were under no necessity, at every 
fall of the breeze, to tug at the sweeps ; nor were 
they, night by night, kept from their natural rest. 

In a pursuit before a light wind, where every inch 
of canvass is out, and where the chased is only a 
short distance ahead, the chaser is obliged to be al- 
ways on the alert, that she may be ready to shorten 
sail the instant her enemy begins to take in : whereas 
the^chased knows no such alarms; a head wind is all 
she dreads, and that only, until she has trimmed her 
sails to meet it. This points out another advantage, 
and no slight one either, which the Requin possessed 
over the Wizard. 

It must have been peculiarly annoying to the tars 
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4^^ on boajfd the W%ird, to see a vessel, that had cost 
them 80 many hour§ of toil and anxiety, so many 
sleepless nights and tantalizing prospects of reward, 
moored close to the muzzles of their guns, and yet 
not be allowed to spring on board of, nor even to 
snap a trigger at her. So it was ; and the Wizard 
had no alternative but to leave the french captain 
to enjoy, along with the possession of his fine brig, 
his reflections upon the degrading circumstances 
under which he had preserved her. 

Wizard Xhe Wizard was obliged to put into Malta, to get 
fnto herself new lower masts and a new main yard. In 
Malta. J5 (jayg ^as again at sea, keeping, no doubt, a 
sharp look-out for her old antagonist ; but the latter 
fell to th,e share of another british vessel of war, the 
captur- 22-gun ship Volage, captain Philip L. J. Rosen- 
voi%e bagen, who captured her on the 28th of July, to 
’ the northward of the island of Corsica, after a nine 
hours’ chase. It was confirmed, that the Requin was 
the brig that had been engaged by the Wizard j but 
the particulars of her loss were not communicated. 
Capt. Vice-admiral lord Collingwood, to evince his opi- 
Fcrris conduct of Captain Ferris in the arduous 

moted and persevering chase and gallant defeat of the Re- 
quin, appointed him, on the first vacancy, to the corn- 
firmed. mand of the 100-gun ship Royal-Sovereign ; but, 
captain Ferris’s commission as post not being dated 
until two years afterwards, we may conjecture that 
the board of admiralty did not sanction the promo- 
tion, with which the Mediterranean commander in 
chief had thought fit to reward the Wizard’s com- 
mander. 

On the llth of May, in the forenoon, the british 
^-gun ship Bacchante, (18 carronades, 32-pounders, 
and two nines,) captain Samuel Hood Inglefield, 
cruising off Cape Antonio, island of Cuba, chased, 
and at 3 p. m. brought to action, the french brig-cor- 
vette Griffon, of 14 carronades, 24-pounders, and 
fap^°° two sixes, lieutenant Jacques Gautier. After sus- 
. tured. taining and returning the heavy fire of her superior 
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antagonist for 32 minutes, and persisting in,her en- 
deavours to escape until she waf within iWO yards of *^33^ 
the breakers off the Cape, the Griffon hauled down 
her colours. 

The Bacchante had no man hurt on board ; and 
the Griffon, out of a crew of 105 men and boys, only 
five men wounded. The brig was afterwards added 
to the british navy under the same name. The crowd 
of canvass, under which, owing to the lightness of 
the breeze, this action was fought by the Bacchante, 
is somewhat remarkable. She carried sky-sails with sail set 
the wind abeam, and, above the main sky-sail, 
lateen moon-raker,” which hoisted 14 feet above • 
the mast-head. It was the invention, we believe, of 
captain Dacres, captain Inglefield’s predecessor in 
the command of the Bacchante. 

On the 2d of May, at daybreak, the british 18- 
pounder 36-gun frigate Unit^, captain Patrick Camp- and 
bell, cruising off Cape Promontoro in the Gulf of 
Venice, came up with and captured the italian brig- Ronco. 
corvette Ronco, mounting 16 brass carronades, 
represented as “ 32-pounders,” but, we suppose, 
french 36-pounders, with a crew of 100 men. No loss 
was sustained on either side, although the brig fired 
several broadsides at the frigate, and cut her sails 
and rigging a good deal. Scarcely had the Ronco 
hauled down her colours, when an italian frigate and 
schooner were observed in the north or windward 
quarter. The Unite immediately made sail in chase ; 
but, owing to the lightness of the wind, the ship and 
schooner escaped into Pola before captain Campbell 
could get within two gun-shots of either. 

On the 31st, at about 5 p. m., having just weighed cim^s 
from under the island of Lusin, where she had been brfgsof 
sheltering herself from a beavj north-east gale, the 
Unit6 discovered, close under Premuda, three brigs on 
the starboard tack with the wind at east. The frigate 
proceeded in chase, and presently made out the 
vessels to be three brigs of war. On observing the 
Unit4, the three brigs, two of which were the italian 
corvettes, Nettuno and Teuli^, of the same force as 
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1808. the Roftco, and the^third a smaller vessel than feither^ 
woTe, and steered *j(vith the apparent intention of 
gaining the channel of Zara ; out of which port, it 
seems, they had been despatched the day before, 
upon the very feasible enterprise of capturing the 
british frigate, on a supposition that she was too 
weakly manned to make an effective resistance. ' 
Unit^ As the night was likely to be clear, and the wind 
a difli- was moderate, captain Campbell, although the navi- 
chan- 8’^**°*' extremely intricate and unknown to any 
nei. person on board, determined to follow the three 
brigs, trusting to the lead and a good look-out. ■ In 
this way the Unite kept sight of the vessels, 
until 11 h. 30ra. p. m., when they disappeared. By 
carrying a press of sail, the Unite, at a few minutes 
past 3 A. M. on the 1st of June, regained a sight of 
two of the brigs, distant about two miles on her lee 
beam. The helm was immediately put up ; but the 
sails were hardly trimmed when the third brig was 
observed, on the starboard tack, upon the frigate’s 
larboard and weather bow. The Unite immediately 
fuTs h®iuled to the wind, and, passing the brig within mus- 
one ket-shot to-leeward, gave her the larboard broadside 
with such effect, that she hauled down her colours 
without firing a gun. 

Cap- While the boats were proceeding to secure this 
brig, the Unite crowded sail after the remaining 
other, two, who Were making off through one of the pas- 
sages in the hope to get to sea. The wind falling, and 
the brigs making use of their sweeps, it was not until 
7 A. M. that the Unite got within gun-shot of the 
sternmost ; who, after receiving a few of the frigate’s 
broadsides, fired her broadside, struck her colours. 
The and ran on shore. The wind continuing to decrease, 
brig^ and the remaining brig having got among a cluster 
escapes of small islands, the Unite shortened sail to attend 
to the two that had struck. Of these, the Nettuno, 
out of a crew of 115 men and boys, had seven men 
killed, two drowned, and 13 wounded; and the Teulid, 

, out of a similar crew to her consort’s, five killed 
and 16 wounded. The frigate bad not a man hurt. 
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These two brigs, as well as the one captured four J8Q8. 
weeks before, were transferred tp the british navy; 
the ]^nco, of 334 tons, under Re name of Tuscan, 
the Nettuno, of 344 tons, under that of C reton, and 
the. .Teulie, of 333 tons, under that of Roman. 

On the 12th of May, at 9 h. 50 m. a. m., the british 
18-pounder 32-gun frigate Amphion, captain Wil- attacks 
liam Hoste, being on her way from the british fleet “ 
off Toulon to the island of Majorca, discovered a wgate 
frigate lying at an anchor in the bay of Rosas, and 
immediately , tacked and stood towards her. This bay of 
was the BaJeine, a french frigate-built ship of about 
800 tons, constructed purposely as an armed store- batte- 
ship, and mounting from 26 to 30 guns, with a crew 
of about 150 men. There were four or five of these 
ships attached to the Toulon fleet. The Baleine 
was last from Majorca, and had, we believe, accom- 
panied vice-admiral Ganteaume in his voyage to and 
from the Adriatic. 

At 10 h. 10 m. A. M. the Baleine hoisted french 
colours, and at 10 h. 30 m., having a spring on her 
cable, commenced firing at the Amphion; as did also 
a battery of 16 long 24-pounders to the left of the 
town of Rosas, a battery of several heavy guns named 
Fort Bouton, and a low battery of eight 24-pounders Drim 
at the starboard entrance of the bay. This fire the 
Amphion returned on different tacks, while working shore, 
up. At 11 A. M., finding the fire of the british frigate, 
as she closed, getting too warm, the Baleine slipped 
her cables, and, with her fore and mizen topsails, 
staysails, and jib set, ran on shore, close under the 
protection of Fort Bouton and the battery on the 
right. 

At 11 h. 30 m. A. M. the Amphion shortened sail, 
and. anchored with two springs in seven fathoms, and en- 
and in-shore of the spot on which the Baleine 
had be^n riding.. Having veered to a whole cable, nes. 
the Amphion commenced a smart fire, within point- 
blapk, snot, upon the ship, fort, and batteries. This 
fire they all returned, and presently cut away the 
Amphion's ji,bstay. At about 30 minutes past noon 
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1808. the. latter’s starboard quarter hammocks and main 
topmast staysail c^ght fire by the enemy’s hot shot ,• 
and at 1 p. m. a simll, explosion took place in the 
marine arm-chest, but fortunately injured no one. 
At Ih. 30 m. the Baleine herself caught fire abaft, and 
a part of her men began leaping overboard and 
swimming to the rocks. Believing that the crew 
were abandoning her, captain Hoste despatched 
Mr. Charles Bennett, the first, lieutenant, in the jolly- 
boat, to strike the ship’s colours'; but, no sooner had 
the lieutenant arrived near the frigate’s stern, than 
the french crew opened upon the boat a heavy fire 
of round, grape, and musketry. The Amphion in- 
stantly threw out the signal of recall, and tne jolly- 
boat put back. Regardless of the shower of shot 
pouring around him, lieuteimnt Bennett stood up in 
the stern-sheets ; and he and his few hands gave the 

Makes French three hearty cheers. At 2 h. 20 m. p. m., 

of’tire"* finding that nothing further could be done, and 
the wind beginning to fall, whereby she might have 
a difficulty in getting beyond the reach of the 
batteries, the Amphion cut her cables and springs 
and made sail out of the bay. 

Loss, In this spirited little affair, the Amphion received 
no material damage, and had only one man killed 
and a few wounded. The loss on board, or the 
eventual fate, of the french ship we have no 
means of showing. Her loss must, however, have 
been serious, to induce her to take the step she did; 
and that the Baleine had run herself on shore with 
some effect is clear, because, at 5 p. m., she struck 
yards and topmasts, and on the third day after the 
action lay fast aground. It is a little singular that 
the Amphion had been sent by lord Collingwood to 
endeavour to capture this very ship at her anchorage 
at Majorca; but, under an idea that she was a french 
frigate of the largest class, captain Hoste had been 
directed to take under his orders the 28-gun frigate 
Hind, captain Francis William Fane, supposed to 
be cruising off the Spanish coast. 

On. the 23d of June, while the british 22-gun jship 
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Porcupine, captain the honourable . Henry Duncan, 
was cruising off Civita-Vecchia, i^essei under french 
colours came out of the port> ahd endeavoured, by ucut. 
crossing the Porcupine, to get to the westward ; but, 
failing in the attempt and finding no means of escape stroysa 
left, the vessel ran herself on shore under two^®^®’ 
toW^ers mounting two guns each. Captain Duncan two 
immediately detached the boats of the Porcupine 
under lieutenant George Price, who effectually 
destroyed the vessel, without sustaining any loss, 
although under a very heavy fire. 

On the 9th of July, at daybreak, as the Porcupine Lieut.' 
lay becalmed off Monte-Circello on the coast of 
Romania, two french gun-boats, with a merchant convoy 
vessel under convoy, were observed going along- “," 0^0 
shore to the westward. The boats of the Porcupine, and 
under the orders of lieutenant Price, assisted by gun. 
second lieutenant Francis Smith, lieutenant of|>o“'s.' 
marines James Renwick, midshipmen Barry Jolmpango. 
Featherstone, Charles Adam, and John O’Brien 
Butler, and captain’s clerk George Anderson, were 
immediately despatched in pursuit of the gun- 
vessels. 

After a pull of eight hours in a hot sun, lieutenant 
Price and his party drove the merchant vessel on 
shore, and compelled the two gun-boats, each of 
which was arinea with one long 24-pounder and 30 
men, to take shelter under the batteries of Port- 
Dango. At this moment, three suspicious vessels 
being seen coming down from the westward before 
a fresh breeze, the Porcupine recalled her boats, in 
order to go in chase ; but the former, before they 
could be cut off, succeeded in getting into the har- 
bour along with the gun-boats. 

On the morning of the 10th, observing that a large Cut» 
polacre-ship, one of the three vessels wich had last ^.“gun 
entered, lay further out than the others, captain poia- 
Duncan resolved to attempt cutting her out. Ac “ from 
Cordingly, as soon as it was dark, the Porcupine's 
boats, commanded as before, pulled towards th’eteriM. 
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l#^8. hiyi^t^; ^(|f^tboijf|K ^he polacre minted six long 
* 1 ^( 51 ^ yiili'g|fcre.w .of between 20 and 30 men, 

and, expecting tOTP.#ttacked, had 'tnoored herself 
to a beach lined with-french soldiers, Md lay within 
pistol-shot of two;batterie8 and a tower, and three 
gun-boats, lieutenant Price and, his men boarded 
and carried her. The next difficulty was to bring 
the vessel out. Here, although in consequence of 
baffling winds it was an houf and 20 minutes before 
the prize gbt beyond the range of grape, the British 
also spcceeded. In this very gallant exploit, the 
Porcupine had none of her men killed ; but she had 
eight wounded, including (severely on the head and 
right leg) lieutenant Price, also Mr. Butler, midship- 
man. For his good behaviour in this, and in several 
similar attacks by the Porcupine’s boats, lieutenant 
Price was promoted to the rank of commander. 

Lieut. On the 21st the Porcupine drove on shore near 
Monte-Circello a french polacre ship, which was af- 
veS completely destroyed by the boats under 

under a the command of lieutenant Francis Smith ; and that 
tower, without any loss, although the boats were under the 
fire of a tower, mounting two guns, within pistol- 
shot of the grounded vessel. 

Portu- On the 8th of August the Porcupine chased an- 
Kes other polacre ship into a harbour of the island of 
Tacre ^^^-iiosa, near Elba, which was defended by a tower 
ship] and a battery. In the evening captain Duncan sent 
Pllno- Porcupine's two cutters and jollyboat, under the 
saf"° orders of lieutenant Francis Smith, accompanied 
by lieutenant of marines James Renwick, master’s 
mates Henry Parry and Edward Barr}*^, midshipman 
George Dawkins Lane, and captain’s clerk George 
Anderson, to endeavour to bring out or destroy the 
vessel. The boats went into the harbour with muffled 
oars, and boarded the vessel without loss or difficulty, 
lieut. The ship was now found to be moored within w 
gmlnt yai’ds of a battery mounting six or eight guns, which 
ycuts immediately opened upon the boats a heavy fire of 
round and grape. To this was soon added the 
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Bansketry orseven^ french 

bench^ and * fire from one" dM^^^t^ldcre’s '^ns. 
which bad been landed for ‘ Ih^fhe face 

of aU4his, the British brought out th^ Which 

f )jroved to be the Concepcion, nioijihtlng-'fbur gxTns, 
rom Genoa bound to the islan<} nf Cyprus with bale 
goods. 

This gallant exploit was not accomplished without t 
loss : one seaman was jkilled, another seaman and the 
lieutenant of marines mortally wounded, the latter 
with three musket-balls, and seven men wounded, 
some of them also mortally. If we have not to add 
that, for this act of gallantry, as well as for his gene- 
ral zeal and ability in the service, lieutenant Smith 
received the customary promotion, it is, we have 
reason to think, because captain Duncan’s letter on 
the subject to vice-admiral lord Collingwood mis- 
carried, and the duplicate, sent some time afterwards, 
did not reach his lordship at all, in consequence of 
his death. 

On the 26th of June, at daylight, the british 64- 
gun ship Standard, captain Thomas Harvey, cruising Boats 
off the island of Corfu, discovered and chased an s[and. 
Italian gun-vessel and a french despatch-boat. At 9 "■•d off 
A. M., the wind’ failing, captain Harvey sent the pin- 
nace, with lieutenant Richard Cull, and the eight- 
oared cutter, with captain Edward Nicolls, of the 
marines, in chase. After rowing two hours, in very hot 
weather, the British approached the gun-vessel, and 
received from her a fire of musketry; which the boats 
returned with their swivels, and, on drawing near, 
with their musketry. As the two boats were advancing 
on each quarter, the gun-vessel pulled short round 
and fired her long 4-pounder at the cutter, which 
happened to be the leading boat. Heedless of this, 
captain Nicolls dashed at, boarded, and carried, the voipe. 
Italian gun-boat Voipe, commanded by enseigne de 
vaisseau Mieheli Mangin, and mounting one long 
4-^under, with 20 men, well armed. 

The pinnace immediately pushed on in ch^e of 
the despatch-boat, which was the L6ger, haying 
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of 14i!ieii. IPKe 8taJaard% yawl, 
June. widPil l^8fd 'pr^ousl3r sent to cut off this vesiel. 
Also of obti^d hefr to f ui#on iboi'e. The french cre^Rr, 

Ldget. 6ln landing, formed on the rocks, and endeavoured 
• to prevent the yawl’s approach; but lieutenant 
John Alexander ibcceeded in getting possession 
of the vessel, and, assisted by the two other boats, 
' towed her off, under a smart fire of musketry from 
the shore. This little affair was effected without 


the slighesi casualty on the part of the British, and 
withouiany known loss on that of the enemy. 

Eng- When the news reached England of the failure of 
sends sir John Duckworth’s expedition to the Dardanells, 
embas- *he new ministry sent out an embassy under sir 
syto Arthur Paget, to endeavour to restore peace, in 
ftnnti- concert with a russian plenipotentiary, the celebrated 
nopie. Corsican chief, Pozzi de Borgo. To give weight to 
the negotiation, vice-admiral lord Collingwood, with 
a strong squadron, attended the ambassadors as far 
as the island of Tenedos ; where his lordship Bn~ 
chored, in company with the russian fleet under vice- 
admiral Seniavin, Learning, while here, that the 
turkish fleet was outside the Dardanells, lord Col- 
lingwood weighed and stood across to the island of 
Imbros, as a better station, with the prevailing winds, 
for getting at his enemy ; but, since the moment he 
had heard of the british admiral’s arrival offTenedos, 
the turkish admiral had moved his fleet to an anchor- 


age in the Dardanells above the first castles. 

The intelligence of the peace of Tilsit sent the 
russian admiral down the Mediterranean, and put 
an end to the mission of Pozzi de Borgo. After 
some prolimindry conferences, sir Arthur Paget 
went up alone to Constantinople, in the 38-gun 
Failure frigateThetis, captain William Henry Gage. Either 
“«• intimidated or cajoled by the ffench emperor, ffie 
tion. Sublime Porte would come to no terms ; and on or 
about the 19th of October, the Thetis> with the 
ambassador on board, quitted the Dardanells. > 

^rec 3 Towards the end of the year, upon an understand- 
not to ing between the Porte and lord Collingwood, that 
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tufkkth IcieQ of trzr were to eruise in the 
sea, and no tribute to be exagted from the inhabit* 
ants of the greek islands, the Irtish admiral quitted seid 
the Archipelago; and, early in the year 1^8, 
detached the ^*gnn frigate Seahorse, captain 
John Stewart, to cruise there, with particular direc- '“s®- 
tions to see that the ccnnpact entered into with the 
Porte in favour of the Greeks was strictly complied s«nt 
with. . *'’*''*• 

It appears that a band of Epirots, who had been 
taken into the pay and service of Russia, upon being 
disbanded at the peace of Tilsit and thrown upon 
their former masters the Turks, had taken possession 
of Dromo and Saraguino, two small islands situated 
at the mouth of the gulf of Salonica ; whence, with 
large boats, they laid the coast, as far as the Dar- 
danells, under contribution, and made prize of all 
vessels going to Constantinople. The tribute from 
these countries, being paid principally in corn, 
was thus intercepted ; and the Turks, having no 
force outside of the Dardanells sufficient to crush 
this nest of pirates, made application to captain 
Stewart, to know whether he would interfere with 
any squadron sent for that purpose. Being aware kav? 
what would be the next object of the turkish com- 
mander after he had put down the pirates, captain drop 
Stewart replied, that he should repel by force any 3 "** 
ships attempting, in violation of the treaty, to come pirates, 
out of the Dardanells. ' 

The Porte, however, having received intelligence send 
that no other british ship than the Seahorse was 
cruising in the Archipelago, despatched a squadron, ance. 
composed of two frigates, two corvettes, two raortpr- 
vessels, and some xebecs, upon the service in view. 

In the latter end of June this squadron anchored off ' 
the island of Dromo, made a landing, and surroiinded 
the town of the pirates situated upon a peak. But 
the freebooters, in the mean time, had despatched a 
fast-sailing bo^ to the island of Sira near Tino, 
where the Seahorse lay at anchor. 

G 2 
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1808 . The intelligence reached captain Stewart on 
the Ist of July ; an^he instantly got under way, 
se,. and itegan working *p against a north-north-east 
^«e^wind. Nothing of consequence occurred until the 
reirch” 5th, at noon ; when the Seahorse spoke a greek 
ship, fro m Gritchery to Malta, the master of which 
ship confirmed the accounts previously received of 
a turkish squadron being in that neighbourhood. 
Fiiuin t)y a light air, which had just sprung up 

with from the south-east, captain Stewart dismissed the 
t^kish made all sail to the north-west. At 4 p. m., 

frijrates the Weather becoming squally from the north-east 
\yith rain, the Seahorse was obliged to reduce her 
canvass to treble-reefed topsails. At 5 h. 45 m. p. m., 
by which time the weather had cleared up, two ships 
and a galley were descried between the islands of 
Scopolo and Dromo, standing to the southward, 
with the wind, owing to the mountainous nature of 
'those islands, more to the northward than it blew 
with the Seahorse. The discovery was very soon 
made, that the two ships were turkish men of war. 
of the Before we proceed further in the narrative, we 
Sea- will give an account of the force of the parties now 
approaching each other with, on one side at least, 
determined hostility. The Seahorse, upon her main 
deck, mounted the 28 long 18-pounders of her class, 
with 12 carronades, 32-pounders, upon her quarter- 
deck, and upon her forecastle two long brass Spanish 
18-pounders, which she had taken on board at Mes- 
sina in lieu of four long nines ; total 42 guns. The 
net complement of the Seahorse was 281 men and 
boys ; but, having several men absent in prizes, 
she had at this time on board only 251. The ship 
measured 998 tons. 

of*the Badere-Zaffer, captain Scandril Kichuc-Ali,‘ 

Badere mounted upon the main deck 30 brass guns, of three 
different calibers : on each side, at the centre or 
Ajis- broadest part of the ship, was a french 36-pounder; 
Feian. next guns on each side of that gun were french 

24-pounders, and the remaining 10 upon the broad- 
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side, french 18-pounders. On the quarterdeck, includJi 
ing- two stern-chasers, the tur^h frigate had long 
french 12-pounders, and on the forecastle, including * 
two bow-chasers, six guns of the same caliber, aU 
brass : making in the whole 52 guns. Her crew, 
including some supernumeraries received from the 
galley, amounted to 543 men ; and, as a proof tliat 
she was well able to carry the armament established 
upon her, the Badere-ZalFer measured nearly 1300 
tons. The Alis-Fezan, captain Duragardi-Ali, mounted 
24 long brass french 12-pounders on the main 
deck, and two mortars in the centre of the ship, 
with a crew, partly taken out of the galley, (which 
had been ordered back to a port of safety,) of 230 
men. In point of size, the Alis-Fezan was about 730 
tons. 

As single-decked ships and turkish men of war, 
the Badere-Zaffer and Alis-Fezan excited no alarm prc- 
on board the british frigate ; and, with colours 
hoisted, the Seahorse continued standing to the east- tack 
ward to interrupt them in their course to the south- 
ward. Either because the turkish commodore was 
confident in his strength, or that he had no suspicion 
of an attack, the two ships did not in the slightest 
degree deviate from the course they were steering. 

At 9 h. 30 m. p. M., the Seahorse havii^ arrived 
abreast and to-windward of the Badere-Z^affer, the halu 
weathermost of the two ships, captain Stewart, by^^^^^ 
means of the pilot, a native of Gibraltar, who had ter 
formerly been a captive in the hands of the Turks,'®'®' 
and had afterwards served as a slave on board the 
Sultan-Selim, hailed the turkish commodore, and 
ordered him to surrender to the british frigate. 

This captain Scandril flatly refused, and into the|®^j® 
hull of the Badere-Zaffer went a whole- doable- retam* 
shotted broadside of the Seahorse. Nor was the»‘- 
turkish frigate slow in returning the fire. In this 
way, with the wind a light breeze about two points 
abaft the starboard beam, the two frigates went, off. 
engaging ; the Badere-Zaffer gradually edging away 
to close her consort, who was about a gun-shpt 
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1808 . distant a little before hej' l^oard beam. See tl^ 
diagum at p. 88. 

Makes As BOOH as shc had run far enough to-leeward for 
a vain Alis-Fezaii to join her in the cannonade, the 
teinpt Badere-Zaffer put her lielm hard a-port, with the 
intention of laying the british frigate on board ; but 
Sea- the Seahorse, whose comparatively small crew suc^ 
horse, jj jjjoJe of coiitest would never have suited, suddenly 
hauled close to the wind, (see diagram, pos. 1,) and 
left the turkish' frigate with her sails all aback and 
in great confusion. In a minute or two the Seahorse 
tacked, and, bearing up, stood again for the Badere- 
Zaffer ; who, in the mean while, had wore and was 
. running nearly before the wind. 

At 10 p. M., just as the Seahorse was about to 
close the Badere-Zaffer upon her larboard quarter, 
hone Alis-Fezan interposed. Heaving the wind out 
att”ck- of her main and mizen topsails, the Seahorse sheared 
towards this new antagonist ; and, pouring in her 
drives starboatd broadside, at’the distance of not more than 
ATfs- yards, made a dreadful havoc on board. After 
Fezan. a cogtiiiuance of the fire until 10 h. 15 m. p. m., there 


was a great explosion on board the Alis-Fezan neAr 
the fore hatchway, and the people on board the 
Seahorse expected every moment that their opponent 
would blow up. That, fortunately, did not happen ; 
but the Turks on board this vessel had had fight- 
ing enough ; and, putting her helm a-starboard, the 
Alis-Fezan luffed under the stern of the Seahorse, 
and stood away in the direction of the island of 
Pelagnisi. Nor, what with the smoke and the 
attention due to her more formidable antagonist, 
did the Seahorse again see, or trouble herself any 
more about, the Alis-Fezan ; which ship, however, 
it may here be stated, got back to Constantinople, 
but io.a very shattered state. 

n«ws abandonment of the action by 

tbe the Alis-Fezan, or at about 10 h. 35 m. p. m., the 
Seahorse, favoured by a freshening of the breeze, 

Badere overtook, aiid, furling her tdpgallantsails, renewed 
the engagement with, the Badere-Zaffer j who 



SEAHORSE AND BADERE-ZAFFER. 87 

received the starboafd brqadside of the Seahorse, i®®®* 
arfd returned the fire from her^arboard guns, both y^!^ 
ships goirig before the wind. At J 1 p. m. the 'Shirks >' 
made a second attempt to get on board the british 
frigate ; but the latter was too vigilant, as well as too 
expert,to be caught. Shooting ahead, the Seahorse 
passed clear, the Badere-Zaffer’E jib-boom and bow* 
s^it cafrjung away the former’s starboard mizen 
topgallant back-stays and gafi'-vangs. At this mo- 
ment the bowsprit and forecastle of the Badere- 
Zaffer were crowded with men ; but a discharge of 
grape from the stern-chase guns of the Seahorse, 
as the latter ranged ahead, killed or disabled the 
greater part of them. 

Crossing over, the Seahorse recommenced thCj^'^^^ 
action with her larboard guns. About this time the her op- 
Badere-Zaffer lost her mizen topmast. The two J”™”* 
frigates continued engaging, broadside to broadside, hauls . 
until the Badere-ZafFer became completely silenced. 

The Seahorse now repeatedly hailed, to know if she ' 
would surrender, but no answer was returned. The 
Seahorse then passed under the stern of the Badere- 
ZafFer, (see diagram, pos. 2,) whose fore and main 
topmasts had by this time fallen, and again hailed. 

In reply to which, as the Seahorse ranged up on her 
larboard quarter, the Badere-ZafFer fired a few of 
her aftermost guns. The british frigate instantly 
discharged her starboard broadside. It was now 
1 h. 15 m. A. M. on the 6th; and captain Stewartj 
finding that his shattered antagonist would neither 
answer nor fire, very prudently, and very humanely 
too, hauled off ; and, after standing on a little further, 
brought to on the starboard tack to wait for day- 
light. The Badere-Zaffer soon afterwards did the 
same. See pos. 3. ^ews 

The british crew now took some rest ; and at'day- the 
light the Seahorse filled and made sail towards the 
turkish frigate, then about a mile distant, steering eom- 
before the wind under her shreds of courses. The Sere-*' 
Seahorse soon came up with the Badere-Zaffer^ and, 
hauling athwart the latter’s sterni (see pos. 4,) poured xe^. 
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1^. in lj<^l>totid8ide.’l» At tftis?i|ina«> regardless of th& 
sbOHe 6f horror andideitriMion aroand captlin 
Seandril was sitting in a chair on . the aVning> or 
wboden roof,- erected across the quarterdeck over 
the wheeh giving his orders, and exhorting his* offi- 
cers and men to continue their resistance , observing 
that^ if they submitted to the inhdels, they would all 
be put to death. Among the surviving officers, how* 
ever, there were some prudent men, who saw that 
all further resistance was useless, and who had a 
knowledge of the english character. Two or three 
of these seized the person of their stubborn and 
obdurate chief, and, holding down his hands, made 
signs of submission ; while others, just as the stem- 
chasers were about to be discharged a second time, 
hauled down the turkish colours from the stump 
of the mizenmast. 

The following diagram will illustrate the various 
manoeuvres of the parties, in this long and sanguinary 
battle. 


srt.jom: p.M. 



home Lieutenant George DoWnie, first of the Seahorse, 
accompanied by lieutenant of marines John Gook, 
sesrion. went in the four-oared boat and took possession of 



the prize; Upen tbeathF^Va|e^}^ tarkish eapthiat ^^^ 
onward i^he Seabdrse, Ife and «8d, 

seemed alf amazement to 4hiDk* thai he had beeal ■^' 
conquered^ and his eohsort, defeated; or; destroyed,' 
by ; so small a ship. : Unacquainted, apparently, with 
the forma of civilized warfare, Scandril had no idea 
of delivering up his sword in token of submissioni; 
aflily when told that he must do so, the mahometan 
coduuander complied with great reluctance, observ- 
ing, as his eyes bent upon the forfeited weapon, that 
it was a Damascus blade of great value. 

Out of her 251 men and boys, the Seahorse had 
only five men killed and 10 wounded. A 24-pound 
shot through the middle of her mizenmast, and a“^*' 
few cut shrouds and holes in her sails, comprised 
all the damage which the british frigate received. 

The Badere-Zaffer had been very differently treated. 

Her mizenmast and fore and main topmasts, as we 
have seen, were entirely shot away : her mainmast 
had been struck by more than 20, and her foremast 
by 14, large shot ; and, to support either mast, very 
few shrouds were left. Besides this state of her 
masts and rigging, the turkish frigate was so cut up 
in her hull, as with difficulty to be kept afloat. Her 
loss of men bore a full proportion to her damage, 
amounting to no less a number than 170 killed, and 
200 wounded, many of them mortally. 

Captain Stewart evinced no small share of gal- 
lantry in proceeding to attack a force, which, iOoiTthe 
number and strength, had been magnified at every 
island at which he had touched in his way up ; and 
his officers and men, on their part, gave unequivocal 
proofs of a high degree of skill and steadiness, in 
the. manner in which the Seahorse tore to pieces 
two opponents, possessing so great a numerical 
superiority. Nor did the Turks behave amiss: 
their want pf skill may well be attributed to their 
want of practice ,* but the obstinacy of the Badere- 
Zaffer, in protracting the defence until her mists 
wereicut away, her hiffl reduced to a sinking state, 
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1808 . and nearly three* fourths otijer ,crew swept from 
their quarters, wasjrijtfy ^aracteristic of that dUsu 
perate courage which the Mabomedaus 6n several 
occasions have displayed. 

Turk- Taking her shattered prize in tow, the Seahorse 
cnptain stood with her to the southward. Scandril, at his 
tries to own request, had h^en allowed to return on parole 
ujTthe to the Badere-Zatfer but, before he had 
ship, many hours on board, the savage made an atteihpt 
to blow up the ship. His diabolical plan was for- 
tunately frustrated ; and on the 9th the two ships 
cast anchor in tlie principal harbour of the island of 
Miconi. Here it took the Seahorse three days to 
Stew her prize in a seaworthy state. That done, 

art'^' captain Stewart gave the surviving Turks their 
his^ri- liberty ; sending them to Constantinople and Smyrna 
soners ou board greek vessels, and supplying them with 
provisions for the voyage. The Seahorse,, then, 
nopie. taking her prize again in tow, proceeded with her 
to Malta. The Badere-Zatfer was a remarkably 
handsome frigate, built from a french model, and 
measured 166 feet on the main deck, and 44 feet in 
breadth of beam ; but, owing to the loose manner 
in which she had been put together, the prize was not 
Arrives purchased for the use of the british navy. Some 
ta wUh ’merchants of Malta, however, bought the Badere- 
his Zatfer, and sent her to England with a cargo of cotton, 
prize, 'pjjg gjjip afterwards made one voyage to the Brazils, 
and was then broken up at Deptford. 

The first lieutenant of the Seahorse, as was most 
justly his due, became promoted to the rank of 
commander. The two remaining lieutenants were" 
Thomas Bennett and Richard Glyn Vallack; and 
the master was Thomas Curtis, the same officer who 
aerved in a similar capacity ou board the Wilhelnaina 
when she beat off the Psyche.* 

After the business of the Badere-Zaffer, a fresh 
attempt was made to negotiate a peace ; and for 


^ See vol. iii. p. 387. 
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that purpose Mr. Robert Adair apos sent by the 
britisn government to Constantinople. The Seahorse 
herself carried np the ambassador ; and her officers Peace 
saw their old opponent, the Alis-Fezan, lying dis- 
mantled in the harbour. After some delay, occa.a,gl“ 
sioned by Onedr two of those revolutions so frequent 
in Turkey, peace between England and the Sublime Turkey 
PotBs was signed on the 5th of January, 1809. 

We left the french frigate Semillante just as bepj^^g^' 
voyage to* Mexico had been rendered impracticable, arrive* 
in consequence of the attack made upon her at St.- 
Jacinta by the british frigate Phaeton and brig-sloop France 
Harrier.* This was the more unfortunate for the • 
Semillante, as the south-west monsoon then blew 
with extreme violence. Greatly, however, to his 
credit, captain Motard persevered against contrary 
winds and currents, and amidst a very dangerous 
navigation, until he cleared the sea of Celebes by 
the narrow and difficult strait of Aloo.' The S6mil- 
lante then steered direct for the Isle of France, 
and anchored, on or about the 5th November, in the 
harbour of Port-Louis. 

In the midst of her refit, the Semillante was joined 
by the french frigate-privateer Bellone, of 34 guns, 
captain Peroud, whose capture a few months after- 
wards has already been related and, towards the 
close of the year, the port, with these two ships 
within it, became blockaded, by the british 18- put 
pounder teak-built 36-gun frigate Pitt, (afterwards x"rpgi. 
Salsette,) captain Walter Bathurst, and 12-pounder chore 
32-gun frigate Terpsichore, captain William Jones 
Lye. On the 5th of January, 1806, having gotonFo^t- 
shore in watering at Flat island and thrown several 
of her guns overboard, and being in a very leaky 
State, the Terpsichore parted company for Ceylon ; xerpu- 
and the Pitt, whose effective crew were reduced by'^^® 
sickness to less than one half, cruised alone off the Isle c^. 
of France. Here captain Bathurst took several prizes; P®“y* 
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on the 26th,' in chase of a vessel to-T^ihdMrhrd, 
the Pitt got so near to the fort upon Pointe Canon- 
nihre, situated about eight miles to the northward of 
Port-Louis, as to have one seaman killed, and her 
starboard night-head shot away. Nor was the 
frigate, although she lay for nearly 20 minutes 
within gun-shot of the fort, able, owing to ^he 
direction of the wind, to bring a single gun td^fjilar 
in return. 

No sooner did M. Motard, as he tells us, ascer- 
tain that the Pitt was cruising alone off the port; no 
sooner did the french captain, as he does not tell us, 
learn from a countryman of his, who had recently 
been liberated from her, that the Pitt, having 90 
men sick, (chiefly with scurvy and contracted limbs,) 
and a great many absent in prizes, had scarcely a 
s^mii war’s complement on board, than he deter- 

lante mined to go out and engage her. For this purpose 
captain Motard hastened the repairs of his snip, and 
lone in three days the S^millante was ready for sea. But, 
seaind eppeurs, SO disproportionate in point of force were 
return, the two frigates still considered ; not by the french 
captain, who, if we are to believe him, was all fire 
to engage, but by general Decaen, the governor of 
the island, that captain Peroud was persuaded to 
add the force of the Bellone to that of the Semillante. 

On the 27th, accordingly, at about 9 p. M., the two 
ships put to sea from Port-Louis, and in about one 
hour afterwards were descried and chased by the 
Pitt, then 12 or 13 leagues south-east by east of the 
port. At 11 h. 30 m. the Pitt made out the strangers 
to be two frigates, and soon afterwards they were no 
longer to be seen. “ Elle (the Semillante) sortit a 
la recherche de I’ennemi, qui 4vita constamment le 
combat; la nuit ayant favoris^ sa fuite,- il disparut.”* 
The english of this is, that captains Motard and Pd- 
roudyglad at an escape to sea, left the british frigate 
to herself, and proceeded to execute the service, 

* Diet. Historique, tome iv. p. 6. 
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upon which alone they had been ordered out by 
governor Decaen. The Seoiillante- and Bellone 
steered straight for Isle Bourbon ; and, arriving 
off the bay: of St.-Paul, took charge of several 
prizes and merchant vessels, which had been de- 
tained at thai anchorage by the knowledge that one 
or |wo british frigates were cruising off the Isle, of 
With these vessels under convoy, the 
freMh frigate and privateer made sail on their re-i 
turn ; and, as the Pitt, having scarcely men enough 
left to work the ship, had been obliged to return to 
Pointe de Galle, captain Motard reentered without 
difficulty the harbour of Port-Louis. 

On the 7th of April, having completed the repairs Sail 
which she had only partially undergone at her de- Xa"* 
parture upon the successful mission we have just 
related, the Semillaiite, accompanied by the Bellone 
and Henriette privateers, again succeeded in putting 
to sea. The Bellone and Henriette, after cruising 
for a month or two, fell into the hands of their ene- 
mies ; but the Sernillante, in spite of her captain’s 
fighting propensity, managed on every occasion, as the 
sequel will show, to avoid a similar fate. During her 
cruise in the Indian Ocean, the Sernillante captured ■ 
eight merchant vessels, valued at upwards of 32 
millions of francs. Early in the month of. Septem- 
ber, with her eight prizes in company, the Semil- 
lante arrived in the neighbourhood of the Isle of 
France ; but, gaining intelligence that a strong british 
force was cruising off Port-Louis, captain Motard 
bent his course towards Isle Bourbon. On the 9th s^mii- 
the Sernillante, with her valuable convoy, anchored 
in. the road of St.- Paul’s bay; where already werechors 
lying, bound also to the Isle of France, four other 
vessels, prizes to some of the french cruisers. •’»y- 

The british force, at this time stationed off the 
Isle of France, consisted of the 74-gun ship Sceptre, 
captain Joseph Bingham, 24-pounder 40-gun frigate 
(late teak-built indiaman) Cornwallis, captain Charles 
James Johnston, and 12-pQunder 36-gun frigate D6- 
daigneuse, captain William Beauchamp Proctor* On 
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^^•the I6th^ iti the afternoon, the CoitiwalliB apf iv«d off 
thfe Wrttfance of St.-Paul’s bay, and discovered the 
Cora- BfciihiUante and her charge at anchor. On the 17th, 
® Cornwallis bore up, and ran as for 

v^**' into the bay as the wind would allow. At. 10 a. m., 
anXr three or four miles only from the Sdmillante, 
ancor. the British frigate became nearly becalmed j^^nd, 
in short, captain Johnston was totally una blfe to 
effect any thing against the french frigate at hef^ll- 
protected anchorage. 

On the 26th the Sceptre appeared off the entrance 
of the bay. Well knowing that captain Bingham 
would use his utmost endeavours to capture or de- 
stroy the french frigate, and the valuable property 
of which she had despoiled british commerce, cap- 
tain Motard removed his prizes close to the shore, 
and moored the Semillante, with springs on her ca- 
bles, outside, to protect them, pour les prot6ger.” 
But captain Motard has entirely forgotten to state, that 
the S4millante herself was protected by upwards of 
s^mii- 100 pieces of cannon, including 37 long 24-pounders, 
p“"^ and seven or eight heavy mortars ; and which guns 
tected were mounted upon seven distinct batteries, all by 
merous their positions admirably calculated to prevent an 
batte- enemy from approaching the road. Under these cir- 
cumstanceSj'no attempt was or could be made, by the 
british force at present on the station, to molest the 
Sdmillante and her prizes at their fortified anchorage. 
Sceptre On the 1 1th of November, however, while on his 
Corn- ^^7’ Sceptre and Cornwallis, from off Mont 

waiiiB Brabant, the south-west extremity of the Isle of 
demon- to Isle St.-Mary on the coast of Madagas- 

strn- car, to get a supply of water, captain Bingham called 
attack^ off St.-Paul’s, with the intention of making a demon- 
stration, rather, we believe, than a serious attack, 
ttpon the shipping in the road. At about 2 h. 30 m. 
p. M., having cleared for action and got springs on 
their cables, the Sceptre and Cornwallis ran into. the 
bay, and at 4 p. m. opened a fire upon the frenoh 
frigate and vessels within her. This was immediately 
returned by the Semillante and shore batteries, both 




wi^ shot ahd shells. The heavy cannonade 
hushed the little breeze there had oeen, and the two 
british ships could with difficulty manoeuvre. At 4h. 

30 m., by signal from the Sceptre, the Cornwallis 
repeated several signals made by the latter as if to 
ships in the offing ; captain Bingham expecting, pro- 
b^y, that the i^ench captain would run his frigate 
aill^rizes on shore. Captain Motard, however, 
klwv better the strength of his position, than to re- 
sort to so ruinous a measure ; and at 5 h. 20 m. p. M. 
the Sceptre and Cornwallis ceased firing, and, with- 
out* we believe, any loss or damage, made sail for gascar. 
Isle St.-Mary. 

In a few days afterwards, finding a clear coast, S4mii- 
oaptain Motard got under way with the Semillante p“o!f 
and his fleet of prizes, and,, stood across to the Isle cecJs 
of France. On the 21st, at sunset, the Semillante wards 
was discovered from the mast-head of the D^dai- 
gneuse, who immediately crowded all sail upon a 
wind in chase, with light airs. At about midnight 
the two frigates crossed each other on opposite 
tacks, and were not more than half a mile apart. 

As the Semillante approached on the larboard tack, i, met 
the Dedaigneuse fired two or three bow-chasers at , 
her; and, on hearing the french frigate beat to quar- by 
ters, the british frigate discharged her broadside as 
the guns would bear. Putting her helm a-lee> the ^ 
Dedaigneuse then prepared to tack after her oppo- 
nent ; but, owing to the lightness of the wind, the 
ship would not come round. A quarter boat was 
lowered down to tow ; and at length, by wearing, 
the Dedaigneuse got on the same tack as the enemy. 

In the mean time the Semillante had greatly increased 
her distance. All sail was again set in chase ; but, 
having lost a great deal of copper from her bottom, 
being very foul, and at best a bad working ship, the 
Dedaigneuse kept gradually dropping astern. Find- 
ing this to be the’ case, captain Proctor, at about 6 ^n- 
P. Ml, shortened sail and hauled to the wind on the 
starboard tack. Very soon afterwards the S6inil» lovSs." 
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dsfios. iRnicis^'mkcbQred in Port-Loms } and .such. veSffiifls of 
jjfHf jGsOnvoy, as did not enter witli her, succeeded an 
ll^ldng Rivifere Noire. ' . < ' ‘ 

Didaii yhe Dedaigneuse cruised off the Isle of France 
until her water and provisions were nearly expended; 
to which was only a short time longer. The frigate 
then steered for St. Mary’s, Madagascar, and a||;nr- 
wards proceeded to Bombay. Iii the mean 
some insinuations, thrown out by a portion of^is 
officers, had induced captain Proctor to apply for a 
court-martial on his conduct w'hen in the presence of 
iMrUd the S4millante. The court sat on board the Cullo- 
®jj“^*^den, in Bombay harbour, on the 27th of March, 1807; 
and, after the fullest investigation, declared that the 
conduct of captain Proctor appeared to have been 
marked by the greatest jfictivity, zeal, and anxiety 
for the service ; that the manoeuvres of the Dedai- 
gneuse, while in the presence of the enemy, were 
directed with judgment and skill, very honourable to 
captain Proctor ; and that the escape of the enemy’s 
frigate resulted entirely from the bad sailing of the 
JJogt Dedaigneuse. An honourable acquittal of course 
iw>- followed ; and the president of the court returned 
abiTac- captain Proctor his sword with a very handsome 
quittai. eulogium on his character. 

s^mii- In the month of June captain Motard quitted 
swu Port-Louis upon a cruise in the bay of Bengal ; but, 
again, having in her way thither lost one of her topmasts 
and sprung her bowsprit, the Semillante was obliged 
to bear away for the isles of Nicobar. From the 
forests of the principal of these islands, captain 
Motard procured a bowsprit and topmasts for his 
frigate ; and, as soon as they were fitted upon her, 
the Semillante sailed for her destination. While 
cruising in the bay of Bengal, captain Motard was 
so fortunate as to capture three richly-laden country 
R«- ships on their way to China, ^ith these valuable 
privies in her company, the Semillante sailed on her 
vaina- retum tq the Isle of France, and in the month of 
prizes. I'lpvember arrived with them at Port-Louis. 



' i '4 b tbie Bjowth .of Fe|)ruaryii 1808; the S4inilhgf^«^^ 

2 il^ied>^t for aiibther cruise in the bay of Bengali, 

>n the loth of March, in the morning, capitdn Motard saii» 
^pt^red a hritisfa merchant vessel, ana despatched 
her i to ihe Isle of France* On the sam^ day, at 3 h* Saier 
30m.P. M., Great Bassas, in the island of Ceylon,®™'**- 
b^|u:ing north by west distant 64 miles, the britisb Faiuin 
fi^p^ te Terpsichore, captain William Auffustns Mon- xlipsi- 
tagS; having just tacked to the east-south-east, with ciiore, 
the wind, fresh from the north-east, on her way from “"j. 
Pointe de Galle to Madras, discovered from hertakea, 
mast-head a strange ship, under a press of sail, about 
two points on the weather beam. At 5 h. 50 m. 
p. M. the latter, which was no other than the Sd- . 
millante herself, hoisted english colours, and fired 
a shot at the Terpsichore from whom she then bore 
north-east by north,, and whose disguised appearance 
indicated that she was an indiaman. At 6h. 45 m. 
p. M. the Semillante fired a second shot ; whereupon 
the Terpsichore hauled up her mainsail, and hove to 
on the larboard tack. 

Having, in the course of the next ten minutes, 
ascertained that the Semillante was an enemy, and com^ 
got all clear for action, the Terpsichore, who from 
age and weakness had been obliged to leave, at 
Madras the whole of her upperdeck guns but two, 
and consequently mounted, along with her 26 twelves, 
only two 6-pounders, opened a fire upon the 
Semillante, now with french colours hoisted, and 
distant about 100 yards upon the Terpsichore’s lar- 
board and weather beam. The fire was immediately 
returned, and a smart engagement ensued. At 7 h. is set 
10 m. p. M., when the two frigates were close on boar*d by**” 
cEmh other, the S6miliante threw into the Terpsi- 
chore some combustible materials, which, falling wes.'' 
on . the main deck, communicated to the salt-boxes, 
and bccasioned a dreadful explosion, that entirely 
unmanned the seventh, eighth, ninth, and tent||j 
guns, arid set the ship on fire in several places, 

Having, by an expedient which, fair as it may be^- 
VOL. v, H 



iW0B. bi!ai'Cl^'<6T Inferior feroo, tait ner^^r 4ja 
ha^tlwfelte when resorted to b;^ aa edetay 
aeiieeW ever so slight -a superiority, thrPwa his 
^pnist ifito temporary confusiod, captain |doj;ard'di4 
mii as might have been expected, attempt to dal^ 
ttte Terpsichore by boarding} but, aS if alariried’by thtf 
discovery that she was a britlsh frigate, he hastepetfellS 
Terpsi- get away from her. At 7 h. 20 m. p. m., having bji' 
renews cxertlons 00 the part of her officers and crew,’ extfrp 
t**e guished the flames, the Terpsichore made* sail, p 
^eM as she eould, and recommenced the action. 
mined, now, to avoid again approximating tdo cloifelj^, 
the Si^millante, at 7h. 30 m. p. m„ bore away obli^ueit 
across the bows of her antagonist, and, wearing roupd, 
came to on the starboard tack. Following the ij&ia- 
noeuvre of the Semillante, the Terpsichore also wort 
round, and steered a course the best adapted for 
bringing her guns to bear with effect ; , but the Sepiif- 
lante constantly evaded every attempt of the latte|* 
to close. At 7 h. 45 m. p. m. the fire of the french 
la^ frigate began to slacken, and at 8 p.m. wholly ceasefd. 
At this moment, taking advantage of the crippled 
state of her antagonist, the Sernillantfe bore up and 
made all sail to the southward and westward. 

' Being left with scarcely a brace, bowline, tack, 
c» sheet, having her mizen rigging, fore and maih 
stays, back-stays, main topsail, and spanker cut to 
pieces, and her main topmast and fore and mfeeh 
masts much wounded, the Terpsichore, to the tiio^,- 
tification of her officers and crew, was unable, titiiffl' 
16 m. p. M., to set any sail in pursuit of thfe 
TerpU flying enemy ; who, by a well-directed fire from 
>ljer stern-chasers, did additional damage to the rig- 
igihg of the Terpsichore, and at 10 p.m. dropped the 
i&lter out of gun-shot astern. At midtiight the two 
iJl^f Were about one mile and a half apart, the 
britlfrk crew sleeping at thejr t(uarteFi|.. At4‘A. w. 
On tlfe |flth the Semillante, who had changed her 
course fre<|uently, bore from the Terpsichore 
by south distant nearly two miles. Biiring the I6tb, 



‘the* frfeftch fVi^atfe ie|)t gtadtwJW^^ 
iocreasing* her distance, until sunset on the l^t^eiHei 
dityj-' ’«4e!i she wee no longer td fee seen. ^ 0ft the 
hext 'flioi^ing, however, the two frigates t^alftiddi 
ftfetied 'eaob other, both still runnings iln'def 
ef^sailj' to the west-south-west. Th^ contiftmd’hli 
aqtdtual sight during thait day and the sueceedittf 
h!^t. On the 20th, at 10 h. 30 m. A. m., fevofetdl 
by a heavy squall, the Terpsichore, who fey tl^ 
time had repaired the principal damages in her ri^* 
fi^nrg and sails, was coming up fast with the SdmiJi 
lante} whereupon the latter reopened a fire' ’froth 
her stdrn-chasers, double-shotted. That not checks 
ing the progress of her persevering adversary, thd 
Sdmillante was compelled, in order to lighten herself) 
to cut a way her stern-boat, throw overboard Se- Effect* 
veral of her guns, and a considerable quantity Of ^wpe, 
lumber, and start the principal part of her water and 

E revisions. This produced the desired effect, and 
y midnight the Semillante had run her purauftj^ 
effectually out of sight. 

Out of her reduced crew of 180 men and boys, the Loss, 
Terpsichore lost, and that almost wholly by the ek-i 
plosion, one lieutenant (Charles Tanes) and 20' men s^. 1 
killed, and 22 men wounded, two of them mortally. A 
french account of the affair represents the Sdmiliatfre 
as having sufiered so much in her rigging, as to bb 
obliged to discontinue the action, but states notbihg 
fhrther respecting the loss which the french frigate 
ftsttst have sustained, than that captain Motard'was 
wouftded in the head and shoulder, and compelled,' 
in consequence, to quit his quarters. The captaift'S 
wound was, indeed, of a very serious nature ifi a8 
is alleged, it prevented the Semillante from making 
a briaie of the Terpsichore. “ Ce Combat* efit dfi 
inmiHifelemeiit terming par la redditionde I’ennen^' 

« soft feu, principalement dirigd pour ddgreer, n'e«l 
mis la frbgftte de sa majestb dans rimpossibiiitb^ de 
manceuvrer a'a 'mommit ddoisifr et’si le capitaine, 

h2 
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et ^ l*6paule,,!n’edt ^ inis»hori8'?de 

^ 

jvtaiiifi ' do french officere imagine What a permailieipl 

to their reputations by this; haMt of 
wasting, or rather, for such it is, of telling downr^t 
• " jfel«ehoods; and all merely to gain a little temporary 
applause from the credulous and uninquisitir^.part 
of the coinmunity. For his activity as a cruiser, arid 
his ability as a navigator of the indian seas, captain 
Motard claims from us the meed of praise. Had he 
given^any thing like a fair account of the different 
meetings of the Seraillante with british ships of war, 
virie could have excused him for running away from 
them all ; because we know that, what, in one navy, 
is looked upon as disgraceful and brings down the 
severest punishment, is, in the other navy, not merely 
overlooked, but almost enjoined. The captain of a 
&ehoh frigate, that runs from a dozen english frigates 
in succession, and executes his mission, or returns 
home from his cruise, receives five times as much 
applause as the captain, who gallantly engages, and 
alter a hard struggle is compelled to yield to, a 
decidedly superior force. 

fntr ' • ^ contrast to the conduct of captain Motard, 

deed look no further than to the behaviour of cap- 
Monta- Montagu in the case we have just done relating. 
With a frigate, carrying 28 guns and. 180 men, he 
was| cruising in the hope, to fall in with a frigate 
moimting 48 guns, of a much heavier caliber than 
his own, and carrying a crew of at least 340 men j and 
aithoP^h, fortunately for him, he did not encounter the 
Canonnifere, captain Montagu met, fought, and fairly 
r beat,' a french frigate mounting 40 guns, with a 
crbw of at least 300 men. Could the Terpsichore, 
One time during the five days’ chase thaA suc- 
^seeded the battle, have got fairly alongside the 
Sdlmllahte, the officers and crew of the formeA would, 

i : ' 'f'lj ■ , ' < ■ 

* Piet. Historique, tome iv, p. 7 , 
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if^'haveH'no - doubt,; ' have hpd thd^-wishes 
As it was, the Terpsichore returned to.'Poinlefde'^!^?^ 
il^lefto ^refitj and the Semiilante^ ^rlydnithe;nidhthsteiii. 
of tAprilj rhanchored in Port-Ltinis >for>the aUme pni>: |»y 
ppse. The Semillante, however,^ tvas. fbundiito.iiel!l^^ 
tooi'H^uch cut up in her hull to s^rve agoialadra 
cuuiser ; especially as, to escape from theTerp^Apiie^ 
sdie had thrown overboard a great part of her atliia* 
adelit. Captain Mo tar d, therefore, as soonnUs tiil 
frigate was repaired, loaded lier with a- cargo^idf 
colonial produce, valued at seven million of franco 
and set sail for Europe. The same , good fortune^ 
which had attended the Semillante ever since she 
escaped from the british frigate Venus in May,i 
still accompanied her; and, in the month .of Per 
bruary, 1809, this richly-laden french frigate sue+ 
ceeded in entering a port of France. .ifi;. <- 

Although, from the damages she had received iU ^nch 
her action with the Terpsichore, the Semillante^ at 
after her return to Port-Louis in April, was ^unablU p|j“^ 
to put to sea as a cruiser, there still remained' nppn 
the Isle of France station two french National ships. 

One was the 40-gun frigate Canonnibre,' ‘ eUptaia 
Cesar- Joseph Bourayne, of whom mention has I al- 
ready been made ; the other, the shiprcorvette dbna, 1 ' 
of 18 long 6-pounders and 150 men, commanded by ’ ' 
lieutenant Nicolas Morice. This vessel had bailM 
from Europe as a private.er, but had since been pnn- 
elmsed by governor Decaen to be employed ( as < a 
national corvette. 

Some time in the month of August>. 18Q8,:dihej[^?Ji^ 
Canonniere joined the Semillante in the hairbour!;irf off 
Pott-Louis ; and on the 5th or 6th ^of September the 
british 22igun ship Laurel, captain John Charles 
Woolleombe, arrived off the Isle.of FTaneedrom/ the 
Cap©;} whence she had been despatched, by vicev 
.^miral Berde, the new commander in ;chief tin Ibid 
station, wi^ provisions for two ship-sloops expecteadf 

* See voL i. p. 135. 
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tt> be epyising npon the Isle of Frdrice station. ;No!r 
finding; tHese sloops, nor any other British cruisei^j 
. , ^]|ffi„PQH-Louis^ captain WobHcombe conceived it 't® 
bpi^is duty, till relieved as he soon expected to 'be> 
to! watch the motions of the Semillante, then sup- 
posed to be the only french frigate in the harbour. 

In a day or two after her arrival off the island^ the 
flag of Laurel recaptured a portuguese ship, bound la4t 
‘race. rendezvous of french prizes in St.-Paul’s 

bay to Port-Louis. On board this ship, as pas- 
sengers from Bourbon, were some ladies belongiUg- 
to the Isle of France, The gallantry of captain 
Woollcombe induced him to despatch one of his 
boats with a flag of truce to governor Decaen, re- 
questing the general to send out a vessel to bring Oju 
shore the ladies and their baggage. In the middle 
of the night the second captain of the Canonnifere, as 
he afterwards proved to be, came on board the Laurel 
in a flag of truce ; and, having to remain until seven 
or eight in the morning before the baggage could all 
be embarked, monsieur made himself thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the Laurel’s force in guns and men. 
with**" 12th, in the afternoon, the Laurel chased 

Canon- a : ship almost under the batteries to the north-east 
mire, port-Louis harbour, and, discovering the vessel to 
be a cartel, was about to wear off the shore with a 
light breeze from the east-south-east, when a sail was 
discovered on the lee bow steering the same course as 
the Laurel, The latter consequently stood on, but, 
from the position of the stranger, could only make 
out that she was a ship. A diflerence of opinion 
prevailed as to her force ; 'some of the officers taking 
.her for a prize indianmn, others for the Semillante 
frigate. In a little while the strange ship hove in stays; 
aip her pursuers saw at once that she was a larg^ 
freiJbh frigate with a commodore’s broad pendant. 

^ifed h*® Vras, as may be conjectured, the Canonnifeh^ 
out to herself. Upon the return to Port-Louis''* bf the flag 
Uurei. truce with the ladies on board, the french officer 
made such a representation of the Laurel’s insigni- 



ttiat gfpv<?rnQr Dec^pn resolved to 8^*4 JS 
Qiit tbp Pp^nponi^re to endeavour to bring her in.' ' IH! 

tobi tb^t the contest might be qoicUy de- ' 
cide(b, .an4 the least possible damage done to the 
pc|j 5 P, wWse serv;ices as a french cruiser were so 
mUchAn request, a party of at least 70 soldiers, from 
tbq (gurrlson, with a captain to command theni, were 
added, tq the BdO or 350 officers and seamen, com- 
posing the crew of the Canonniere. Armed, qs has"^“[“ 
elsewhere appeared, with 48 guns,* manned, as we, two* 
have just shown, with full 420 men, and, as a proof 
that she had no other object in view than the capture 
ot’. the Laurel, supplied with only a few days’ pro- 
visions, the Canonniere put to sea from . Port-Louis. 

The force of the Laurel was precisely that of her 
sister-ship, the Comus;f 22 long 9-pounders oil 
the main deck, with six carronades, 18-poniiders, and 
two long sixes on the quarterdeck and forecastle. 

But, of her complement of 175 men and boys, having 
quitted the Cape short-handed and since manned a 
prize, the Laurel had only 144 on board, and a few 
of these were sick. In point of relative size, one 
ship was 526, the other 1102 tons. 

Notwithstanding all this, the Laurel stood on to meet 
the Canonnifere; and, as the two vessels approached Laurel 
each other on opposite tacks, captain Wool Icombe 
called out to the master, Lay me as close to h,e,r niVe 
^ Us you can,” It was now about Gli. SOm. p. m. 

. apd, just as the Laurel, edging away on the larboard 
tack for the Canonniere ’s starboard bow, was about 
to discharge her foremost starboard maindeck gun, 
the Canonniere wore. Either from the lightness of 
Blp. wind, or, as was considered to be the case on 
board the. Laurel, from the mismanagement of her 
crev^ the french frigate came so slowly round, that 
the’ tormer. vVas enabled to, pour iutq her stern a de- 
liberate, andj as acknowledged, destructive, fire. 

At lqngtb4he Canonniere came to on the larboard 

* See voL lv% p; ^9. ^ t Ibid. p. 415, 
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1809. tack, Mid discharged her broadside. So hew** 
e\ter, did the master obey the directions given him 
byncaptain Woollcorabe as to running close to»lii»’ 
antagonist, that, after that broadside, nearly aH the 
Canonniiire’s shot flew over the heads of the britisfe 
Laurel crew. In this way, the wind gradually sinking by thfef 
tuw 4 . Cannonade to nearly a calm, did the twovessels engagCi 
until a few minutes before 8 p. m.; when, having had 
her rigging of every sort completely destroyed, the 
slings of her main yard and her gaft’ shot aw£^, and 
her mizenmast left tottering, the Laurel hauled down* 
her colours. 

Out of her 144, or, adding a passenger, lieutenant 
Henry Lynne, who shared the danger of tlie quarter- 
deck with captain Woollcombe, 145 men and boys, 
the Laurel, as with every attempt at explanation must 
&c.’ still appear extraordinary, sustained the compara- 
tively slight loss of nine wounded: her master, (James 
Douglas,) six seamen, and two marines. Three of the 
seamen lost each a leg, and one, a boatswain’s mate> 
died after amputation, but entirely through his own ’ 
fault. The inconsiderate man swallowed a large 
quantity of raw spirits: the consequent enlargement 
of the vessels about the stump burst the bandages, 
and he bled to death. 

Loss on The loss on board the Canonniere,as acknowledged 

Canon- ^^7 Captain Bourayne, amounted to five men killed 
nifcre. and 19 woundcd ; but it is believed that the french, 
captain’s report referred to his proper crew only, 
and that the captain of the detachment of troops had 
also to report to general Decaen a loss of some 
serious amount. Indeed the british officers after- 
wards understood, that the killed and mortally 
wbunded alone in the Canonnifere exceeded 20. 
Among the damages received by the french frigate, 
was iiconsiderable injury to her stern-frame and 
quarters, and so many shot in her mizenmast that 
her crew had to fish it to prevent its falling. , • . 

As soon as captain Woollcombe, lieutenant Lynne, 
and the Laurel’s first lieutenant, William Ingle 



Woodnato, w^re brodght on bbard the Ganonni^rje; *®0»* 
captiittBourayne, an experienced seaman of the old 
frenbh school, and a brave officer, returned them 
their swords, with a suitable compliment to their gal- 
Isttitry. On a subsequent day, when these officers and 
others of the late Laurel’s crew got back to the Cape 
of Good Hope, the sentence of a court-martial most 
honourably acquitted them of the loss of their ship ; oncapt. 
and the president, captain Josias Rowley, passed a 
very handsome encomium upon captain Woollcombe, 
for his brave and able defence of the Laurel against 
an enemy’s ship, that was acknowledged to be more 
than doubly superior to her. 

Until the statement of a contemporary met ourCapt. 
eyes, we could almost have sworn, that every officer ton’^ 
in the french, as well as in the english, naval service »®- 
would have praised the defence of the Laurel, and ‘ 
have concurred in the opinion, that no efforts of cap- 
tain Woollcombe, even could they have been more 
skilfully directed than they were, would have enabled 
him to succeed against such a ship as the Canonniere. 

Of all things, too, the individual, who, in dissenting 
from that opinion, argues against physical impossibi- 
lity, is the brother of the gallant officer that once 
commanded the Canomii^;re ; and who, we are sure, 
would have gladly encountered, in the Minerve, as 
was then the frigate’s name, two french ships armed 
and manned like i he Laurel. Indeed there was not an 
18-gun briginthebritishnavy that, with her 32-pounder 
carronades, would not haveconsidered herself a match 
for her. After narrating, in his usual brief manner, 
(including an omission of the date,) the action be- 
tween the Laurel and Canonnibre, our contemporary 
proceeds thus : ‘‘The character of captain Wool- 
comb received no blemish from this misfortune, a 
(Ajurt-martial having honourably acquitted him : in his 
iHOide ‘of . fighting he appears to have adhered to the 
old english maxim, of firing at the tier of guns. In 
a case of this sort, where the opponent was of so 

t ■ ■ ' ‘ 



Iiw. i8«efe^f«»t«i5fwce, p^rbaiJs it.,w@!ali4/bavab§«Slj]^C^ 
3 JJJ 7 tcitt.to have <Jjrecte4 th« ,wbolg at thAuWiSf 
m^si-haad ; that falhpij the ship ipight have baa<i^ 
aw easy prey to the Laurel.”* , , , 

. sA. 9 the absurdity of this statement is so giarh?i[* 
as to deprive it of any noxious effect upon thvi 
memory of captain Woollcombe, (for, as was 
the case with lieutenant Edwards of the Boston* 
captain Barker of the Tribune, captain Brown iof 
the Asia, and Mr. Metherell, the master of the Car- 
nation, he also W'as dead when his conduct was im» 
pugned,) we shall quit the bubject with remarking, 
how unfortunate it was, that captain Edward Pelham 
Brenton himself did not command the Laurel when 
she fell in with the Canonniere. 

Mo- On the 8 th of October, in the evening, the british 
chaMs 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Modeste, captain the ho- 
nourable George Elliot, cruising off Sandshead, bay 
ta?cs of Bengal, after a nine hours’ chase, and a running 
J 4 na. fjgjit of nearly one hour, captured the french corvette 
Jena, still commanded by lieutenant Morice.f The 
corvette, when she struck, was a complete wreck in 
her sails and rigging, and had cut away her stern 
boat and booms, and thrown three of her remaining 
boats overboard ; bfit suffered no loss. The Modeste 
was not so fortunate, having had her master, Mr. 
William Donovan, represented as a vef y valuable and 
gallant officer, killed, and one seaman wounded, 

The J 6 na was afterwards added to the british navy, 
in lieu, and under the name, of the ship-sloop Victor, 
which it had been found necessary to Isreak up ; and 
whose 18 guns (16 carronades, 32-ponndei(Si'juid 
two sixes) and crew were placed on board the former. 
As the new Victor was neither so large nor so fine a 
vessel as the old Viptor, and the latter was >a sitnffar 
Vossel, except in point of rig, to the british 'l$-gnu 
btig-sloop, it is probable that tb© Slatemeufjin 
captain Elliot’s letter, that the Jena was f^piercedffor 

* Bfeftton, val. iv. p. 27 ». t SeeJ). 101 . 
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24;giM|i^ is a mistalce; Unimi^rtant as thia e^f pp Wf^* 
Hp«f pppddrj th^ facility with which ftlr. Steel couldij^J^ 
olwtfige ^pih^ced for'? into ^‘mounting,” or "of,^ 
Gontributed, \Ve verily believe, when this corvette 
agdiii'got into the hands of the French^ to dignify 
hef with the appellation of frigate.” 

On the nth of June, in the eveippg, the british 
IS-pounder 36-gun frigate Euryalus, captain the das 
honourable Gleorge Heneage Lawrence Dundas, and 
18-gun brig-sloop Cruiser, captain George Charles to de- 
Mackenzie, being in the Great Belt, discovered 
the entrance of the river Naskon several vessels at vessels 
arichor very close to the shore. Captain Dundas imme- chor. 
diately despatched four boats from the frigate and 
brig, under the orders of lieutenant Michael Head, 
assisted by midshipmen Francis Wemyss, James 
William Otto Ricketts, Bernard Yeoman, Jacob 
Richards, Philip Gaymore, Richard Moffat, and 
Edward Loveday, to endeavour to destroy them. 

Lieutenant Head and his party, in a very gallant 
manner, boarded and carried a large daniiui gun- ofUeut. 
vessel, mounting two long 18-pounders, with a crew 
of 64 men, and moored within half pistol-shot of a 
battery of three long 18-pounders, and of a body of 
troops that lined the beach. Besides bringing off 
the gun-boat, the British set fire to and destroyed 
two large vessels fitted for the reception of troops ; 
and the whole service was executed with so slight 
a loss to the British as one man slightly wounded. On 
the part of the Danes, however, the loss was serious, 
Amounting to seven men killed and 12 wounded. 

* Although, since the last affair at Copenhagen, the 
Danes had lost all, or nearly all, of their line-of-battle >>0818 
ships and frigates, they possessed some very stout 
brigs of war, and an immense number of well-armed 
gon^boats. In the calms that frequently prevailed 
ilr the danish waters, the latter were particularly de- 
structive to the british cruisers and convoys. The 
oonvoys'Were generally under the protection of one 
or moye gun-brigs, a description of vessel from their 
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1808. ligM ^u?ton^de<-ftTmament peouliaBrly exposed td'^Bitas- 
ceseM attacks by the long 18, '24, and in -sotiife 
cns^s 36, pounders of the gun-boats; On the 4thi©f 
June, during a calm in the Great Belt, the Ticfciep 
At^k gun-brig, commanded by lieutenant John W. Skinner, 
“p. -was attacked by four danish gun-boats, and, after 
conflict of four hours, in which she had her 
commander and 14 men killed and 22 wounded, out 
of a complement of 50 men and boys, was obl%^ 
to surrender. For the loss of their vessel under 
such imperative circumstances, the surviving oflSoers 
and crew obtained an honourable acquittal. - 

Attack On the 9th of June, at 2 p. m., the british bombi 
TOy” vessel Thunder, captain James Caulfield, accompa- 
Thn” gun-brigs Charger, lieutenant John Aitkin 

der"&c. BIow, Fiercer, lieutenant John Sibrell, and Turbu- 
lent, lieutenant George Wood, and a homeward 
bound convoy of 70 merchant vessels, got under way 
from Malmo road, with a moderate northerly wind'.* 
At 4 h. 30 m. p. M. the wind began to fall, and at 
5 p. M. entirely subsided. At 5 h. 20 m.,* just as the 
convoy had arrived abreast of the south end of the 
island of Saltholm, 25 danish gun-vessels com- 
menced an attack upon the Turbulent, whose station 
c»p- Yiras in the rear. As the gun-boats approached, the' 
Turbu- TurbulentopenedafireupontheinfromherlS-pounder 
lent, carronades, and the Thunder threw shells and one- 
pound balls from her mortars, but the Charger and 
Piercer were at too great a distance to cooperate^ 
At 5 h. 40 m. p. m. the Turbulent’s main topmast was 
shot away. The gun-boats shortly afterwards pulled- 
close alongside the british brig, and boarded and 
captured her. 

Are re- At 6 p. M., having sccured their prize, the Danes- 
pulsed formed on both quarters and astern of the Thunder,* 
tL«- and kept up, as they rapidly advanced, a heavy firet' 
The Thunder got her two 6-pounders out of the stern- 
ports, and returned the fire both,from them and from 
her broadside carronades (24-poun3ers) as the latter 
could be. brought to bear. At 9 b; 30 m..p. M.^sbo' 
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CByl away her launich and jolly boat j they having been 
shottopeces. At 10 h. 10 m., finding they could not 
i^dnce the bomb to haul down her colours, the gun- 
boats cieased firing, and retired with the 10 or 12 rear 
vessels which they had been enabled to capture. 

We have no means of showing the loss, if any, sus- 
tained by the Turbulentor Thunder; but we find that> 
far his gallant defence, captain Caulfield received the 
pablie approbation of vice-admiral sir James Sau- 
marez, the commander in chief in the Baltic, and 
that lieutenant Wood, for the loss of his brig, was 
honourably acquitted by the sentence of a court- 
martial. 

On the 2d of August the gun-brig Tigress, lieute- Attack 
nant Edward Nathaniel Greenswood, after a contest *”p. 
of one hour’s duration, and a loss of two men killed 
and eight wounded, was taken in the Great Belt by^®*^*'* 
16 danish gun-vessels. Of this action, as well as of 
that which preceded the capture of the Tickler, we 
should have been glad to have been enabled to give 
a more particular account, but o ;r researches have 
failed us in procuring details of either. 

On the 1st of October the british 18-gun 
sloop Cruiser, acting commander lieutenant Thomas „ith » 
Wells, being off” the Wingo beacon at the entrance 
of Gottenbourg, fell in with about 20 armed cutters, cap- 
luggers, gun-vessels, and row-boats. Having, as‘“"* 
we suppose, a commanding breeze, the Cruiser dedlt 
with this danish flotilla much in the same manner 
as, three or four years previous, she was accustomed 
to deal with the famous french flotilla in the neigh- 
bourhood of Ostende. So far from capturing her, 
she captured one of them, a schuyt-rigged vessel, 
of ten 4-pOunders and 32 men, and compelled the 
reBSainder^ of the flotilla to take shelter under the 
batteries of the island of Laesoe. 

As;, instead of the letter of lieutenant Wells, 
an abstract only (a practice at this time becoming 
frequfcnt)i^was published ip the London Gazette, and 
a* we have beep uhable' to siq)ply^the deficiency in the 
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1808. fnAit our u&t^l sources of inforttatiott^ ' 

are ftgahi prevented from 'giving details. 4t 

us, however^ to be able to state, that, in set^Ott 
or eight weeks after his successful encounter 'Vt*itll 
the danish gun-boats, lieutenant Wells was profildted 
to the rank of commander. / ;! » »! 

Africa On the 15th of October the british 64-gun ship 
MDvoy Africa, captain John Barrett, accompanied by th^ 
from Thunder bomb-vessel and one or two gunibri]^^ 
csrk- sailed from Carlscrona in Sweden with a homewaM 
crona. bound convoy of 137 sail. On the morning of the 
2Dth the whole of this convoy, except one vessel 
captured and three which had run on shore and Were 
destroyed, got safe into the channel of Malmo. While 
the smaller vessels of war and the convoy anchored 
in that roadstead, the Africa, for their better pro* 
tection, anchored about eight miles to the southward 
of the town of Drago, on the danish island of Amagt 
At about 40 minutes past noon, observing a flotilfU 
of gun-boats advancing to attack the convoy, the 
Africa got under w'ay and stood to meet them. At 
1 p. M. the little wind there had been died away to 
a calm ; and the danish flotilla, rowing towards the 
Africa, was now seen to consist of 25 large gun 4nd 
mortar boats, and seven armed launches, mounting 
between them, upon a moderate estimate, ‘80 
heavy long guns, and manned with upwards of 
1600 men. 

tMked ^ Africa shortened sail and 

cleared for action ; and at 2 h. 56 m. the gun-bpats 
flotiUa within gun-shot upon the ship’s quarters 

^ ' *' and bows, and commenced an animated fire of round 
and grape. The Africa returned the fire by sUclt 
df her guns as she could bring to bear ; and in' this 
Way the engagement continued without' intermissiOil 
Dark- uptil 6 h.45 m. p. M., when the darkness paf an eiid 
pats an to Iti DuHng the action the Africa^ had her colours 
end to twice i^dt away ; and each time the Danes advanced 
Mtion. cheering, thinking they had gained the day* 'Ttel 
bfitish crew quickly rehoisted the* odoUrs; 
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oheeiiag ift^their i»ro, ^ve tibe danisH craw sucb a 
s^haie as sent them quickly back to their . secure' 
fetreat upoft their motionless opponent's quarters 
and bows. 

The Africa had her lower masts and lower yards qeayy ' 
badly wounded, and the greater part of the stand*- 
ing and running riggingand sails cut to pieoes. Her 
t#o cutters were entirely destroyed, and her remain- 
ihg boats disabled. Her hull was struck in malty' 
plaees, several large shot had entered between 
wind ’ and water, and her stern was much shattered. 

The loss on board the Africa was proportionably 
severe; It amounted to nine seamen and marines 
killed, the captain, (slightly,) two lieutenants of ma- 
rines,' (Thomas Brattle and John George Richardson,) 
the captain’s two clerks, one midshipman, and 47 
seamen and marines wounded. The loss among the 
Danes it is impossible to state ; but one or two of 
their boats were seen to go down. The difficulty of 
hitting such small objects, and the care the gun-bOdts 
took to station themselves where few shot could readi 
them, render it probable that the danish loss was 
comparatively trifling. ' 

: Captain Barrett walked the deck during the whole 
engagement, perfectly cool and composed, and kept behavi- 
eTthorting the men to persevere in their resistance. 

After the action was over, he gave up both his cabins Bar- 
to the wounded ; and, following their captain’s exam- 
ple> the officers gave up their cots for the same humane 
purpose. Had the daylight and the calm continued 
two hours longer, the Africa must either have sunk 
or surrendered. As it was, her disabled state sent 
the ship back to Carlscrona to refit. 

One salutary effect of the restriction imposed 
Great Britain on neutral commerce was, that itstric- 
obliged France to carry on, in the best manner she 
cofild^ her cfwn trade with her colonies. Hence the trai 
fri^ths and corvettes of the latter power, instead of, 
iWldu: they got to sea, roaming about the ocean td 
fih^hwor destroy the inerebant vessels of the formSew 



1808 . ran ^styaight for Guadeloupe or, Marti):ii(i^e,«^j^f|y[y 
ladfetj Mm troops, otdnafice-store^ ^proyji^ipji^ 
aii^, ill consequence, were less likely to escape, ,f|rpp 
a chasing force. *' , , i,;, (mi 

Comet On the 1 1th of August, at 8 h. 30 m. a. m., iaiiti|de 
45* 58' north, longitude 5* 4' west, the british 187gun 
three ship-sloop Comet, captain Cuthbert Feapejstoq^, 
w*-*** Daly, observed three strangers in tl^e horth-noi^ihr? 
retteg. east. These were a small french squadron,, iWld^h. 
had sailed from Lorient on the 0th, bound to Idf^r^ 
tinique with a supply of flour for the c,olony, , 3 Jid 
consisted of the 18-gun ship-corvette t)iligente> 
captain Jean-Fran 9 ois Lemaresquier, and .Ipngpu. 
brig-corvettes Espiegle and Sylphe, captains Jpsepljf 
Fran^ois-Leon Maujouen and Louis-Marie Clqpienjt, 
all armed, we believe, with french 24-pounder catr^ 
ronades, and long sixes for bow-chasers. . , 

They At 9 A. M. the Comet, having approached nearer 
from strangers, made them out to be three energy’s 

her and corvettes j and, considering it , likely that if he 
altered his course they would chase and overppwec 
him by their united superiority, captain Daly boldly, 
stood on. Whether alarmed by the frigate-built 
appearance of the Comet, or thathe considered himself 
bound by his orders to hasten to his destination, th,e 
french commodore tacked from the Comet, and, with 
his two consorts, made all sail to the north-north- 
east. At noon the Diligente, having much outsailed 
the two brigs, tacked again and stood to the south- 
ward. 

duweg Feeling no hesitation about attacking the two bfigs^ 
captain Daly made all sail in chase of them. At ,3 h. 
30 m. p.M. the Espiegle, which was the headipqst 
tuw brig, tacked and passed to-wiudward of the Cpmef 
Sylphe. at the distance of about two gun-shots, ;4.t 5 P. STj.'! 
the Sylphe, in pursuit of which the Comet continujs4« 
hoisted french colours and commenced filing ,hei: 
stern-chasers. At 5 h. 20 m. p. m., h^vi^g got withi?i 
pistol-shot of her, the Comet opened her fire; ,aqjd at 
the expiration pf 20 minutps,, being ]^ach dis^p^^ 
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ai^ J^a^ini^,, out of her crew of 98 m^n and boys, 
lost one midshipman, and five men killed, and two 
midshipmen and three men wounded, the Sylphe 
hauled down her colours. 

In this very gallant afiair on the part of captain 
Daly, the Comet had not a man hurt ; but her main 
arid maintop masts were badly wounded, and her 
sails and riggirig cut. The S)^lphe, a fine brig oif 
343, tons, was afterwards added to the british navy[ 
under the name of Seagull. Lieutenant James Tora- 
kirison, first of the Comet, was much commended 
by captain Daly in his official letter, and became a 
commander, as the lists inform us, in March, 1810. 

To the additional credit of the crew of the Comet 
on this occasion, they consisted chiefly of newly- 
raised men. 

The Espiegle afterwards succeeded in joining her sibyiie 
remaining consort, and the two vessels proceeded 
in company to the westward. On the 16th, however, eg'®. 
they were fallen in with by the british 38-gun frigate 
Sibylle, captain Clot worthy Upton. After a chase 
of some continuance, the Diligente by her good 
sailing escaped; but the Espiegle was captured, 
and, under the name of Electra, became added to 
the british navy. 

Proceeding alone to her destination, the Diligente 
met no further obstruction until the 6th of September, faMsln 
in latitude 17” 50' north, longitude from Greenwich . 
58” 20' west. On this day, at 6 a. m., the british *^**^™** 
18-gun brig-sloop Recruit, captain Charles Napier, 
standing close hauled on the starboard tack with 
the wind from the east by north, discovered tlm 
Diligente in the north-east, goiiig free on the larboard 
tack, or in the direction of the island of Martinique. 

The Recruit immediately tacked, and ma!de all sail 
in chase ; and at 7fi. 30 m. a. m. fired two shot at 
the strange ship, and hoisted her colours. At 8h., 

15 hi. A. M. the Dilig’ente tacked to preserve the 
w^thefgage, aind in less than a quarter of an hpur 
afterwards hoisted a french ensign and pendant. 

VOL. V. 
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1^., Jltisk 30rfi. A. ia. th^ tWo vessd^^. lh^ 

Oft,ti)^'krboark ahd th6 t)iligente oH the sddi!qe4t^ 
xhey t4bU, passed each ether withitt pistol-shbt, diid 
engage exchanged broadsides. Oft this bccasidti bapihiti 
Napiet was wounded, but not. We belieVfe, Sb as to 
oblige him to quit the deck. At 8h. dOffl. febth 
vessels, having passed Out of gun-shot, tacked aihd 
again exchanged broadsides. The t)iligeritO thsrt 
wore, \tith the intention of raking the Recruit a^teen j 
but the btig ’tV^ore also, and brought hfer antagonist 
Recruit ^l^se actlon with the larboard guns. At 9 h- 20 ih, 
h^herA. M. the sccond lieuteUant (Moses De Willfetth) 
malt wounded. In this way, broadside to broadside,, 
Xt the action continued until 11 h. 30 m. a. M.; Whert 
the Recruit had her taainmast shot away. Wbilb 
this lay over her stern the brig continued the action 
with hei* foremost guns, and made several attempts 
to board her antagonist; but the Diligente Overy 
time sheered off. The french ship then backed het 
mizen topsail, and, shooting up under the brig’s stern, 
raked her. As the Diligente stood along her stair- 
board beam, the Recruit returned this fire ; but the 
Diligente reserved her next broadside, until, bearing 
up athwart the bows of her disabled antagonist. She 
was enabled to bestow it with more effect. The 
Diligente then stood along the brig’s larboard beam, 
with the intention probably of running round her a 
second time; but a well-directed fire from the. 
Recruit blew up a part of the ship’s quarter, and 
treats, gyj uway her stern-boat filled with small-arm 
men. Immediately on this the Diligente pui her 
helm up, and ran away before the Wind. 

Recruit The RecrUit quickly set about clearing the wreck, 
to p^- rofitting her rigging, rebreeching and remounting 
sue. her carronades, many of which had upset, and p^b-. 
pari% herself to renew the action With the freuch, 
ship ; who then lay upon her lee beam repairing her 
damages. At 2 p. m., having got ready to engdg^, 
the Recruit bdre up to close ; but the Diligeilte, 
setting courses, topshils, arid topgallilhfekflti, 'babied 
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oil the stairbdard tack. At 4 p. m. the 
ftecfiiit ^ot u|) h jury inaihfaiast abd set a toyal ujion 
it, and; h&isting her fore topsail, endeavoured again 
t5 fclose; but every effort was in vain, and by 7 h. 

30 iii. P. M. the Dlligente had run herself completely 
but bf sight. 

Notwithstanding the very serious nature of her now; 
daiUagefe, the Recruit does not appear to have had ^ch”* 
more than one man killed, and a few, besides the*'*’®- 
captain and secohd lieutenant, wounded. The brig 
Wks of course obliged to make the best of her way 
into Jiort to get a new mainmast, and on the 10th 
she anchored in Carlisle bay, Barbadoes. The ex- 
tent of the loss which the Diligente sustained haS 
not been made public ; but we must suppose it to 
have been very heavy, to excuse captain Lemares- 
qUier foh having abandoned the action after he had Miint. 
knocked away his antagonist’s mainmast. He, 
indeed, takes care to assign a sufficient reason for 
his retreat ; no less than tlmt several enemy’s ves- 
sels Were in Sight, although not a sail of any kind, 
except the Diligente herself, could be discovered 
fVom the Recruit. His opponent the french captain 
takes to have been “ le Curieux, de 20 carronades 
de 32,”* and says : " Ce dernier a btC totalement 
dbsemparb, et n’a echappe que parce que la Dili- 
gente, ayant une mission importante et voyant plu- 
sieurs batimens ennemis, n’a pas dfi s’6xposer en 

S OUrsuivant son avantage, a ne voir couper le chemin 
e sa destination.” This destination the Diligente 
reached in safety, and, at the surrender of Marti- arrlrei 
nique a few months afterwards, was one of the few 
french national vessels that fell into the hands of the 
conquerors. The Diligente was a ship of 371 tons, ‘fu, 
ahd became added to the british navy by the name 
of St.-Pierre, the port in which she Was found by 
her captors. 

On the 29tfi of September, at 6 a. M., Poirtte 

See vol, iv. p. 503. The brig was at this time lying at an 
anchor in the Karbbur of Noird-Scotia. 

i2 
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1808. Antigua^ island of Guadeloupe, bearing south-west^ 
f^e , Dfitish gun-brig Maria, of twelve l2-pounder 
Maria carTonades and two long fours, with 65 men and- 
chases boys. Commanded by lieutenant James Beniiett, saw 
tak^a and chased a sail bearing south-east by south, in the 
cor-'** land, towards which 

vettc. the vessel, supposed to be a french letter of mar.que, 
was then steering. Instead, however, of being a 
letter of marque, the stranger was the ship-corvette 
Departement-des-Landes, now mounting 16 carron-^ 
ades, 24-pounders, and four long 8-pounders* on 
the main deck, and two brass 6-pounders on the 
quarterdeck, besides a large swivel on the forecastle, 
with a crew of at least 160 men and boys, com- 
manded by captain Joseph-Fran 9 ois Raoul. 
tMke'd Maria had got within gun-shot of her 

by her. opponent, a flaw of wind from the land took the brig 
aback. The weather almost immediately afterwards 
fell dead calm, and the Maria, in consequence, lay with 
her stern exposed to the broadside of the corvette ; 
who, hoisting her ensign and pendant and raising 
her ports, poured into the british brig a most de- 
structive raking fire. Before the Maria could get 
her sweeps to act, the Departement-des-Landes was 
enabled to give her a second broadside ; and, when 
the brig did sweep herself round, her fire was too 
insignificant to be of much avail, while the effect of 
that of her opponent was soon visible in the shat- 
tered state of the Maria’s masts, yards, rigging, and 
Death hull. Owiiig to the latter’s ensign-halyards having 
Ben- ’ been shot away, her colours came down., On this 
net*, the french captain asked if she had struck. Lieu- 
tenant Bennett replied “No.” Presently afterwaVds 
this gallant officer received three grape shot§ into 
his body, and fell dead beneath the colours Which 
he had rehoisted. , , 

^rren- action was still maintained with spirit, for 

dersin Several minutes, by the master, Mr. Joseph Ijyagon; 

ing 

•****• * For her armament in 1805, see voiriv. p. 200. 



maria, and DfPARTEMENT-DES-LANDES. 



^hen the Maria, being , in a sinking state, and. Having 
lost, besides her captain, one midsbipnian (Robert 
O’iQonnel) and four seamen killed and nine wounded, 
surrendered. One or two men slightly wounded 
appears to have been the extent of the loss sustained 
by the french corvette; and, considering the un- . 
manageable state of her opponent at the commence- 
ment of the action, and her very inferior force, 
that was as much as could be expected. Scarcely 
hftd the Departement-des-Landes taken possession of 
the Maria and removed the prisoners, than the 
prize-crew were compelled to run the vessel on shore urun 
to prevent her from sinking under them. Nothing 
could better testify the gallantry with which the 
Maria had been defended, and that against a ship in 
every respect but gallantry so decidedly her superior. 

Mr. Dyason, who writes the official letter to sir 
Alexander Cochrane, calls, or by the Gazette is ™n the 
made to call, his opponent, “ le Sards.” As the 
Departement-de-la-Manche french frigate was mostly, 
for shortness, called Manche ;* so the Departement- 
des-Landes, we have no doubt, was named by her 
officers and crew les Landes.” This accounts 
pretty well for the name given to the corvette in 
Mr. Dyason’s letter ; and our contemporary, having 
no better guide, is excusable for adopting the same 
name, or rather le Sarde,” a word, by the by, 
as here spelt, not french. But how happens cap- 
tain Brenton to call the Maria’s opponent a brig 
of war,”-]- when Mr. Dyason and sir Alexander 
Cochrane had both officially stated that she was a 
ship? We know, too, from the french captain’s account, 
that ,she was the Departement-des-Landes. This 
very corvette, it will be recollected, was one of cap- 
tain Mudge’s ''two frigates and, if any person 
was justified in applying that term to the french ship, 
it Was the officer who lay alongside of her in a brig of 


* See vol. iv. p. 488. 

+ Brenton, vol. iv, p. 272. 
J See vol. iv. p. 207. 
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ISOS. 172 tons. Nowhere, however, in Mr. Pyj^n’s le^er, 
‘gepT’hOr jn sir Alexander Cochrane’s, does thip v^f^d 
frigate” appear. , 

Dfe- After carrying his prize into Martinique, captain 
mint- Paoul sailed again on his voyage to France. On 
des- the 9th of November, in latitude 21° north; lon- 
g®"**®* gitude (from Paris) 64° west, the Departement*46s- 
gRges a Landes, according to the french accounts, fell in 
brig.'^*' with hn english brig of War, “ carrying 32-poun4er 
carronades,” and, after an action of two hours, dis- 
masted and would have taken the brig, but for the 
from appearance of two british frigates” advancing to 
bThi»h relief. Captain Raoul states his loss on this oc- 
frigates casion at only two men killed and a few wounded. 
rivcs”[n Although we have searched the logs of six or seven 
France, of the 18-gun brigs at this time cruising in the West 
Indies, we have not been so successful as to discover 
the brig engaged by the D6partement-des-Landes. 
There were, however, three or four brig-sloops With 
24-ponnder carronades, and some gun-brigs with 
only 18-ponnders, stationed off the french islands. 
Having escaped from the two british frigates, the 
Departement-des-Landes hastened towards Europe, 
and on the 8th of December was fortunate enough 
to reach the river of Bordeaux. 

On the 10th of November, at6h. 42 m. p.m., while 
the british 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Amethyst, cap- 
. tain Michael Seymour, with the wind at east-north- 
east, was standing from the north-west point of the 
island of Groix towaixis the main land of Frapce, 
a battery at Larmour fired several shot apparently 
at her. In three or four minutes afterwards a sail 
was observed astern, running about west by south. 
tb^st The Amethyst immediately wore in chase, and pre- 
Th"tto fij'sd two muskets to bring to the styange 

^“' vessel, now discovered to be a large ship. The 
latter was, in fact, the french 40-g^un frigate 'I’h^tis, 
captain Jacques Pinsum, from Lorient bound to 
Martinique, with troops and 1000 barrels of flour, 
besides other stores. It' was therefore the ObjeiJt of 



the Xbetis to pwsiue h^r qou|:^e^^jttdsbe! dto sp up4p fl9®* 
si^ij, Wp may here meutioi), to^t it 'wa^ at 
§hip that the frepch battery had fired, not haying ’ 
f^eiyed notice of her intended dep^toV®* 

At $ p, the Amethyst^ havipg got within a 
gn^rter of a mile, discharged her bow gup. at the 
Tbetia, who i?martly returned the fire from ope q|! her 
stern-cpase^s. Convinced now that the latter tyas an 
enemy, captain Seymour, as hie duty prescribed^ I®* * 

ofi’ one or two rockets, and soon saw them answered 
by three fia®^es in the east-nprth-east. . The snip 
that did this was the Triumph 74, captain Sir Thonias 
Masterman Hardy, and whp instantly mad® sail in 
the direction of the rockets. Shortly after firing her 
sterprohasers, the Thetis took in her lower studdipg- 
sails, apd the Amethyst the whole of her stnddingr 
sails and her royals. At 9 h. lb m. the Thetis, tfien 
going pine knots, suddenly luffed to on the star- 
board tack, with the intention of raking the Amethyst, tempt 
vyhp was advancing uppn her weather quarter, To ta™' 
avoid the rake, and yet be ready to close, the 
Amethyst put her helm hard a-starboard ; and, ponent. 
tbe ipstant the Thetis had discharged her star- 
board broadside, the Amethyst shifted fier helm to 
hard a-port, and, just clearing the french ship’s 
starboard quarter, shot up in the wind right ahr®ast 
of her to-rwindward. In this way a close and 
furipus action commenced between the two frigates } 
who, losing their way, fell rpupd off and stpod 
again tpthe westward, engaging broadside to broad- 
side* 

9 h* 40 m. p. w., the Amethyst shooting a IfttleThau 
ahead; toe Thetis attempted to cross her opponent's 
storn, and m" gain the wind of her; but, not 
hat[ipg roomy ran her jib-boom between the Ameihyst’g 
ihaih and raizen rigging. After being a few minutes 
?Pitoi?;Pqsitioq,the two sfiips separated, and went off 
ipbpto^tmpjisteering pearly toe same course as before, Ame- 
Aji'ip p. bm. P. having got sufficiently ahead tOcroMes; 
toe ^apofmvfe,, tpe Ametoyst put hpr hdm ' 
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‘W8. hard a-starboard, and, crossing her opponent’s bawi^, 
'■ 5 ^ raWd her severely. The Amethyst then put 
helm hard a-port, and broOght the Thetis a little 
before her starboard beam, still running with the 
wind about a point on the starboard quarter. At 
10 h. 20 m. p. M. the mizenmast of the Amethy'st 
came down, and, falling in-board, broke and da- 
maged the wheel, and encumbered the w'hole quar- 
terdeck. Scarcely had the Th6tis increased her 
distance by this disaster of her antagonist, than her 
own mizenmast fell over the side, and the two ships 
again lay abreast of each other. 

^^es'to At 1 1 p. M., having for the last half hour been gra- 
board, dually sheering closer, the Thetis put her helm a-star- 
board, and steered to lay the Amethyst on board. 
Aware that the Thetis, after striking the Amethyst 
on the bow, would rebound off and bring the quarters 
of the two ships together, captain Seymour reserved 
his fire. The ships met at the bows, and then at the 
quarters, and off went the whole broadside of the 
Amethyst, with double-round from the maindeckers 
and grape from the carronades. As, just before the 
discharge, the french officers, troops, and seamen 
were assembled on the quarterdeck ready to spring 
on board the british frigate, its destructive effect 
may be partly imagined: one proof of it was, that four 
get^* guns only were returned by the Thetis. In a minute 
foul, or two afterwards the outer arm of the Amethyst’s 
best bower anchor entered the foremost maindeck 
port of the Thetis, and held her fast. In this way 
the action was maintained, with destructive effect on , 
' . both sides, particularly to the Thetis, who had. been 
set on fire in several places, until about, 20 minutes 
Thetis pqst midnight ; when, having completely silenced the 
era^nd g’^ps of her antagonist, the Amethyst boarded and 
carried carried her. « ! , , 

TKOjfollowing diagram will explain the majijioeuvrea 
that toql^ place in this action j but we must -obs^ryp,' 
that the. i^traight tracks, as in many other s|milar 
cases, are necessarily shortened, to suit the spad^e. W ; 
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which We are restricted. The differeDce in the tihie, 
and the rate at which the ships may be supposed to '^jyT' 
have been sailing, will show tne impractibility of an 
adherfence to truth in this unessential point. 








It was not until 45 minutes past midnight, after 
several prisoners had been received by the Ame- 
thyst, that her cable was cut and the Thetis dis- 
entangled. In five minutes afterwards the fore and 
main masts of the Thetis went over the side. 

1 h. 15 m. A. M. on the llth a light was observed in«mph 
the north-east, and the Triumph soon came up under 
a press of sail. In about another quarter of an hour “»“• 
the 38-gun frigate Shannon, captain Philip Bowes 
Vere Broke, joined from the westward, and, after 
receiving on board several prisoners, took the prize, ’ 
now wholly dismasted, in tow. 

The Amethyst had her rigging and sails cut to 
pieces, and, besides the fall of her mizenmast, had her ““fon 
fore and main masts greatly injured. She had also three “jj** 
feet and a half water in the hold from the number of 
shot-holes in her hull. Her loss, out of a crew of 
201 men and boys, amounted to one second lieutenant 
of marines, (Bernard Kindall,) 10 seamen, and eight 
msirineS killed, arid one first lieutenant of marines, . 
(Samriel John Payne, dangerously,) one mastePs 
mate, (Richrird Gibbings, mortally,) one midshipniari, 
(lij^ord Miles j seVcrfeljs,) her boatswain, (Leonard 
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T^jflQry^cap^in’s clerk, (Thoipas Gi]sQ|3^),3? 

4](iaiines, and two boys wounded ; tpta), 19 
51 wounded. The Thetis was dreadfully shat- 
tered as well as dismasted j and, out of a CffW, 
including 106 french soldiers, of 436 men and boys, 
had her captain, and 134 officers, seamen, and 
soldiers killed, and 102 wounded. 


COMPARATIVE FORCE OF THE COMBATANTS. 


Broadside-guns 

Crew 

Size 



AMETHYST. 

THETIS 

No. 



lbs. 

467 

524 

No. 

261 

436 

tons 

1046 

1090 


Here stands another frigate action, in which the 
on the comparative statement, in every line of figures on 
lative ^he french side, exhibits a superiority of force, par- 
force. ticularly in crew. There is, however, a circum- 
stance or two, which, fairly considered, will be al- 
lowed to bring the odds a little nearer to an equa- 
lity. The object of the Thetis, from the first, was to 
gain her destination, not to fight ; and even, had it 
been otherwise, an exchange of night-signals at the 
commencement of the chase must have informed 
her, that a friend to her antagonist, and consequently 
a foe to her, was not many miles distant. Still thq 
Thetis fought manfully, and did not surrender till 
every hope had fled. 

The crew of the Amethyst, in the heavy loss and 
damage they inflicted upon the Thetis, proved , the 
high state of discipline to which they had b^en 
brought by their commander and his officers. If 
any thing can add to the merits of captain S.eymour 
on the occasion, it is the modesty ot his published 
Recount, and the handsome eulogium he pays to tlip 
gallantry of lieutenant Joseph Dedd, the surviving 
commander of the Thetis ; who, he says, apted ytith 
siriguW firmness, and was the only Freuchmah^bu 
the quarterdeck when the British boarded. . ; 
^Unfortunately lieutenant Dedd lost thu esteem qf 
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hig captor, by uniting; with the tvyo 
^Hq were next himself in command on board tfee 
Thetis, in swearing before the prize-coqrt, by way Oe^osi- 
qf waking the thing go down better with the trench 
government, that the Thetis was captured by a 74 officer 
and two frigates. This is easily disproved. When the 
Thetis had been, not only taken possession of by, hut 
cut clear from, the Amethyst, the appearance of a 
large ship, coming down under a press of sail from 
the eastward, occasioned captain Seymour to ask 
lieutenant Dede, if he had previously seen any ship, 
or expected any other to sail from Lorient. The lieu- 
tenant answered decidedly, that he had seen no ship, 
and did not know that any was to sail that night. 

But a more satisfactory refutation of the sworn 
assertion of the french officers is contained in the 
following extract from a letter written by an officer 
on board the Triumph, and published at or about the 
same time as captain Seymour’s .official letter. At 
12 they ceased firing, and at 1 a. m. we saw the two 
ships close to us.” And the Shannon, it is admitted, 
did not join until a quarter of an hour or 20 minutes 
after the Triumph. 

Soon after the return of the Amethyst to port, her 
first lieutenant, Mr. Goddard Blennerhasset, was pro- 
moted to the rank of commander. Captain Seymour, 
in his official letter, speaks also in high terras of his 
second and third lieutenants,Williara Hill and Edward 
Thomas Crouch; as well as of the master of the 
Amethyst, Mr. Robert Fair. The prize was pur- 
chased for the british navy, and, under the name of 
Brune, (a Thetis being already in the service,) was 
subsequently added, as a cruising frigate, to the 
large efass pf 38s. 

Oh the 12th ofNoveraberthe three npw french40-gun Preach 
fri^tes Vdnus, commodpre Jacques-Felix-Emmanuel ,2!**** 
H^m^hn, Junon, captain Jean-Baptiste-Augustin fro™ 
f(ousseau, and Amphitrite, with whose captain’s riapie bo^g 
we are unacquainted, accompanied by the brig-epr- 
vet^g Gjghe and'Papillon and two armed schooners, indiw; 
put to sea from the road qf Cherbourg; the VdnUs 
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bdiHid' to the Isle of France, and the remainipg tWD. 
frigates and smaller vessels to Martinique and XJuSK 
cigne delcaipe, with ordnance stores and provisions. 

Just as this squadron reached the Antilles a sepR- 
rehoo- ration, either by accident or design, appears to have 
andior place. At all events the Cigne, and the twp 
off - ” schooners, at 11 a. m. on the 12th of December, were 
discovered at anchor off the Pearl rock, by the gun- 
Marti- brig Morne-Fortunee, lieutenant John Brown; who 
mque. immediately made a signal to that effect to captain. 
Francis, Augustus Collier, of the 12-pounder 32-gun 
frigate Circe, the commodore of a small british 
squadron stationed between that rock and the town 
of St.-Pierre. 

Immediately the Circe, accompanied by the 18- 
gun ship-sloop Stork, captain George Le Geyt, 
16-gun brig-sloop Epervier, captain Thomas Tudor 
Tucker, and advice-schooner Express, lieutenant 
William Dowers, made sail towards St.-Pierre’s ; 
and * which one of the french schooners was endeavouring 
Bqua- to reach, by being towed alongshore under cover of 
drive hody of froops on the beach. Finding it impos- 
one sible, owing to the near approach of the Stork, to 
®er°on between the port of St.-Pierre and the Circe, 
shore, the schoouer raft on shore under a battery of four 
guns, flanked by two smaller ones, and defended 
also by the troops that had accompanied her from 
her anchorage at the Pearl. Immediately the Circe, 
followed by the Stork and Morne-Fortunee, stood in 
to attack the batteries ; and, engaging them within 
pistol-shot, soon silenced the two smaller batteries, 
and drove the troops from the beach. 

Attack Observing at this time, that the french brig and, 
and** schoouer in her company were unlading, captain 
batte- Collier directed the Morne-F ortunee to watch the mo- 
tioni^ of the schoouer on shore, and to give similajr 
orders to the Epervier on her coming up; and then, 
with the Circe, Stork, and Express, he. made sail to- 
wards the Cigne and her consort, now lying well 
to- windwafd,. close to the rocks, and uqdpr the :prOr 
tection of four batteries and a considerable numberi 
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of troops> with field-pieces^ assembled on the besobi 
Httvibl’ her Wrge and two cutters, with 68 
officers and men, under the command of lieutenant 
Charles Henry Crooke, Mr. William Collman the 
purser, and Mr. William Smith the master, and 
directed lieutenant Crooke to lie off until the french 
brig’s fire slackened, the Circe, followed by the 
Stork and Express, stood in and opened a close and 
well-directed fire upon the brig, the batteries, and 
the troops on the beach. 

As soon as the Circe and Stork, which latter ship 
had manned her boats to assist those of the former, bMt-** 
had run past the batteries and brig, lieutenant Crooke, 
without waiting for the Stork’s boats, dashed on, in 
the most gallant manner, and boarded the Cigne. 

It happened in this instance, that gallantry did not 
meet its accustomed reward. The three boats were 
defeated with dreadful slaughter. One boat was 
taken, another sunk, and the third entirely disabled ; 
and, out of the 68 men detached from her, the 
Circe lost nine killed, 21 wounded, and 26 missing: 
total 56, including, among the badly wounded, lieu- 
tenant Crooke, in four places, and Mr. Collman the 
purser. It being, when the issue of this unfortunate 
business was known, quite dark, the Circe stood 
off from the shore ; leaving the 18-gun brig-sloop 
Amaranthe, captain Edward Pelham Brenton, who 
had just joined company, to watch the Cigne during 
the night. 

At daylight on the 13th the french brig got under 
way, and, aided by her sweeps and boats, stood drives 
alongshore for St.-Pierre’s. Captain Brenton, hav- 
ihg in the handsomest manner volunteered to bring shore, 
odt the Cigne, the Amaranthe, towed by the boats 
of the Circe and Stork, used her utmost endeavours 
tO' close with her. At 10 a. m. the Cigne grounded near 
seyehib batteries to the northward of St.-Pierre's : 
wh^r^upOn the british. brig tacked and worked in, 
i^der .a' heavy ‘fire from the french brig, and parti- 
cttla'tly ffOm tlie batteries, by which the Amaranthe 
had One nian killed and five wounded. The Circe 
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ij^. ih'A 'ihd''f6st of the 6(Ju&droh, tnedtMliite, 

the bfitteties to-leeward. By hdt dl(^ dda 
tku-uifected fire, the Amaraiithe soon obliged ind 
‘dif^Mibfthe Cigne tb qhit theit vessel dnd take tq 
tbe shore: immediately on which the boats of the 
Amaranthe, Circe, and Stork, led by lieutendht 
James Hay, first of the Amaranthe, gallantly boarded 
and carried the Cigne, in the face of a heavy fife 
from the batteries and troops oil the beach. 

Herde- The prizc having bilged, it was impossible to gfet 
um' her off : the British therefore were obliged to be 
contented with destroying her. Captain Brenton, 
having again volunteered, proceeded with a party to 
destroy the frettch schooner, then also on shord, 
By 9 A. M., after overcoming a resistance that 
wounded Mr. Joshua Jones, the master of the Ama- 
ranthe, aiid killed one and wounded three seamen 
belonging to the Express, the British set fire t'O and 
btirnt the schooner. But for the rash act of lieu- 
tenant Crooke, (and yet who, under such circom- 
foTon Stances, could refrain ?) the whole of this enterprise 
british would have been accomplished with a Very slight 
loSs. As it was, the loss amounted to 12 killed, 
31 wounded, and 26 missing ; a part of the latte:^ 
probably drowned, the remainder prisoners, 
of Am' other corvette, the Papillon, appears to haVe 

phitrite teachcd St.-Pierre unseen by any british ship ; and 
Unique 19th, ill the moming, the Ainphitrite was disOb- 
and of yered, close to Pigeon island, by the british 38-gutt 
miih- i^^iffnte Ethalion, captain Thomas Cochrane, 18-gun 
injf Tri- ship-sloop Star, captain William Paterson, and 
Guardi advice-boat.Exp ress. The french frigate, being to- 
idupe. windward and ably manoeuvred, managed to escajpO 
into Fort-Royal bay, after receiving a few ineffectual 
' shot from the Ethalion and Star. The temainlng 
frenbh frigate, the Junol), arrived safe at GaudelbopO. 

On the 14th of November, at 8 h. 30 m. A. ii.. tfafe 
bHtish ^4-guh ship Polyphemus, captain Willidlh 
Ptycfe Cumby, cruising oft' the city of iSantO-Botoirigd,' 
dnstlatchbd her boats in chasd of the frenOH natfbhal 
Sbhobner tollhri, of three caftinge-glihi^ aftd 63 mh'n ' 
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by a lleiilehant dd V^lissekt^, ivhich wa» 
dttdmptiag to eiiter the road. At 9 h, ^ tti. lUtttAs* 
nant Joseph Daly, with the barge, in the facd of a dji. < 
heavy fire of grape and musketry, boarded and parried 
the schooner. In accomplishing this very gallant duct 6# 
service, the bargee had one marine killed^ ahd thej^^*’ 
French, in defending their vessel, had one mail killed * 
and five wounded. 

On the 1st of August the british 74-gun shi|» 
Kent, Captain Thomas Rogers, and 16-gun brig-sloop 
Wizard, captain William Ferris, running along the 
coast of Italy from Genoa to Cape Del Melle, dis- 
covered a convoy of 10 sail of coasters deeply la- 
den, lying at anchor, under the protection of a gun- 
boat, close to the beach abreast of the town of Noli. 

As there appeared a chance, by a prompt attack, of 
bringing out the vessels before the enemy had tihlO 
to collect his force, captain Rogers despatched thfe 
boats of the Kent and Wizard, under the orders of 
lieutenant William Cashman, second of the Kent, ceed 
assisted by lieutenants James Lindsay and Fairfax*"^"* 
Moresby, captain of marines Henry Rea, and lieu- vessels, 
tenants of marines John Hanlon and Patrick Grant, 
also of that ship, and lieutenant Alexander Bissett, 
of the Wizard ; which 'latter vessel, as there was 
Very little Wind, was to tow the boats, as well as cover 
them in their approach to the shore. 

By great exertions, the boats were towed by the 
Wizard close to the vessels, when it was found ira- 
possible to bring them out without landing, most offo,ten- 
the vessels being fastened to the shore by ropes from 
their keels and mast-heads. The boat|, therefore, sVore. 
phlled to the beach with great resolution, exposed 
to the fire of two guns in the bow of the gun-boat, 
of two field-pieces placed in a grove which flanked 
the beach, of a heavy gun in front of the town, 
aiid’of a continued fire of musketry from the houses, face of 
Bht ajl this Was no Check to the ardour and 
tfbbldily of british Seaihen and marines ; who leaped’ 
ffbni the boats atld #UShfed Upon the eneniy, with A: 
fearless zeal that Was not to be resisted. 
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1806. gon in Mwat of the town was soon taken Rhd 

spiked by lieutenants Cashman and Hanlon ; and; 
Defeat the French, who had drawn up a considerable force 
the of regular troops in the grove to defend the two 
field-*pieces, were dislodged by captain Rea and 
hjinff lieutenant Grant, of the marines ; who took possession 
rmefe. of the guns and brought them off. In the mean time 
lieutenants Lindsay, Moresby, and Bissett, who had 
equally distinguished themselves in driving the 
enemy from the beach, were actively employed, first 
in taking possession of the gun-boat, which was the 
Vigilante, commanded by an enseigne de vaisseau,with 
a crew of 45 men, and then in freeing the merchant 
vessels from their fasts to the shore. The whole 
was soon accomplished, and the party reembarked 
under the protection of the Wizard ; who, by her 
judicious manoeuvres and well-directed fire, contri- 
buted very essentially to keep the enemy in check, 
both in the advance and in the retreat of the boats. 
Notwithstanding the perilous nature of this very gal- 
lant enterprise, lieutenant Cashman and his party 
accomplished it with so comparatively slight a loss^ 
as one seaman killed and one mortally wounded. 
The French, on the other hand, left many dead 
upon the ground. 

impfri- Among the british cruisers, appointed to harass 
gent to the french army in its movements along the east 
^Inlgh coast of Spain, was the 38-gun frigate Iraperieuse, 
pa- captain lord Cochrane. This description of service, 
requiring, along with great boldness and nautical 
experience, no slight share of military knowledge, 
was peculiarly adapted to the genius of that zealous 
and enterprising officer ; and never did lord Coch- 
rane exert himself more strenuously, more effectu- 
ally, or more honourably, than in the aid he afforded 
to the cause of the Spanish patriots. Of one quality 
in lord Cochrane, we, in common with other com*- 
pilers, have to complain : the brevity of his accounts j 
all of which appear to be written more to reconN 
mend to notice his gallant companions in arins> tfakh 
to blazon his own feats to the world. t 
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Slstiofr July the Imp^rie«4^& sileocedv aihd t#®** 
lord Cochrane landed with his iaariiies> under lieuw 
tenant James Rivers Hore of that corps^ and tooburd . 
possession of, the castle of Mongol ; an important 
po^ completely commanding a pass in the road from ukes 
Barcelonafto Gerona, then besieged by the French, 
and the only post between those towns occupied by stroys 
the enemy. The Spanish militia are represented to 'fMoV 
have behaved admirably, in carrying an outpost on a gai- 
neighbouring hill. Lord Cochrane demolished the 
works, and gave up to the Spanish militia the arms of 
the 71 prisoners made on the oceasion. 

In the latter part of September, cruising olf the coast De- 
of Languedoc, lord Cochrane landed with a portion (‘le-® 
of his officers and men, and blew up and completely gmp'*** 
demolished the semiphoric telegraphs at Bourdique, 

La Pinde, Saint- Migui re, Frontignan, Canet, and 
Foy, together with their telegraph houses, 14 bar- 
racks of the gens d’armes or douanes, one battery, 
and the strong tower upon the lake of F rontignam 
The telegraphs being of the utmost consequence to 
the safety of the numerous convoys that passed 
along the coast, their destruction was a serious blow 
to the French, and particularly beneficial to the 
patriots and those who espoused their cause, by 
preventing about 2000 troops, intended for the im- 
portant fortress of Figueras, from advancing into 
Spain. 

Always anxious to do justice to those who embark officers 
with him in services of danger, lord Cochrane, in his fnSe 
official letter, attributes the successful result of the »ttacks. 
enterprise just recorded to the exertions of Mr. 

Di^vid Mapleton, the first, and Mr. Uri^ Johnson, 
the^second lieutenant, Mr. George Gilbert, assistant- 
snrgeoO, Mr. William Burney, gunner, and. messieurs 
Houston Stewart and George Charles Stovin, mid- 
shipmen, of the Imperieuse. 

, Oa-i .the, 7th of November a body of about SOOB 
french troops occupied, the heights around the bay 
ofiRosas, at the north-eastern extremity of Spain ; 
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i^bs. and at fidon on the sanie day, a small detachtttbnt 
entered the town of Rosas, the inhabitants of which 
held Add for protection either to their boats or to the 
citadel. At this time the british 74rgaB ship ExodU 
I'dnt, captain John West, and bomb-ship Meteor, 
ca()taih James Collins, lay within point-blank shot of 
Uot**' town. A well-directed fire from these ships soon 
asd compelled the French precipitately to retire towards 
Meteor gQjjjg houses and ruins in the rear of the town, which 
nonade they occupied as an advanced post. On the 8th, at 
Rosas. observing that the French were hard pressing 

a body of Miguelets, captain West made a sortie 
from the citadel at the head of 250 of the Excellent’s 
^p‘- seamen and marines ; but the superior force of the 
lands French, who endeavoured, with their cavalry, to sur- 
tacks**^ round the British, compelled the latter, after being 
the Successful in their object of rescuing the Miguelets, 
French jq retire within the fortress. The seamen and 
raatiues, who, throughout this to them novel engage- 
ment, behaved in the bravest manner, had several of 
their number wounded, and captain West himself 
had his horse shot under him. 

On the 15th, at 8 a. m., the French, about 200 
strong, with a reserve of 2000, made a most 
resolute but unsuccessful assault upon Fort Tri- 
nidad, one of the defences of Rosas, and part of 
Repul- the garrison of which consisted of one officer and 
BttaX 25 privates of the Excellent’s marines. In a second 
vpun assault, with increased numbers, two of the outer 
Trini- gates were broken open; but, by a steady and 
d»d. galling fire of musketry and hand-grenades from the 
fort, the French were, a second time, obliged to retirfe, 
leaving their leader, a chief of brigade, and several 
other officers and men, dead under the walls. Ex- 
pecting a third assault, captain West, by means of a 
rope-ladder, threw in a reinforcement of two officers 
and 30 marines ; of whom one man only WUs slightly 
wounded, although the party had bravely entered 
during an incessant fire of musketry from the be- 
siegers. On the 20th the French opened a battery 
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of three from a height that commanded the 
fort ; and, although these guns made no sensible im- '"n^ 
pression on the fort, they succeeded in driving away 
the bomb-ship Lucifer, captain Robert Hall j which 
vessel had recently joined, and during the two pre- sbip. 
ceding days had been throwing her shells, to obstruct 
the enemy in his works. Another battery, erected the™ 
nearer to the citadel, shortly afterwards compelled 
the british 74 also to retire from the shore. The loss french 
sustained by the Excellent and Meteor, in these dif- 
ferent attacks, amounted to 21 seamen and marines 
wounded, but none killed. 

On the following day, the 21st, the Excellent was Arrival 
relieved by the 74-gun ship Fame, captain Richard Fame. 
Henry Alexander Bennett ; a portion of whose ma- 
rines supplied the place of those of the Excellent 
which had been thrown into, and since -withdrawn 
from. Fort Trinidad. On the 22d both the latter 
and the citadel of Rosas were more than half invested, 
and a breach was nearly etfected in Trinidad. The 
Spanish garrisons were also in a deplorable situation. 

In this state of things, it was considered necessary, 
on the 23d, to withdraw the marines of the Fame, retires, 
and that ship soon afterwards retired from the coast. 

On the 24th or 25th the Imperieuse arrived in the Arrival 
bay, and joined the Lucifer and Meteor bomb-ves- 
sels. Lord Cochrane went himself to examine the euse. 
state of Fort Trinidad; and, finding that the garrison, 
composed of 80 Spaniards, was on the point of 
surrendering, threw himself into the fort, withSOrene 
seamen and 30 marines belonging to the Imperieuse. himslif 
The resources of lord Cochrane’s active jpind must, 
indeed, have astonished the Spaniards. ABong other dad™ 
substitutes which he made use of, about 1000 bags, 
together with barrels and palisadoes, supplied the 
place of walls and ditches. So that the French, when French 
on the 30th they assaulted the castle with 1000 picked 
men; were repulsed with the loss of their commanding 
officer, their storming equipage, and all who had 
atthmiited to mount the breach. 

k2 
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1^. The ^hole of ’"this daring and important settiriee 
'n^ was effected without any loss to the British. On the 
Capita. 5th of December the citadel of Rosas capitulated j 
lahoa and, considering further resistance in Fort Trinidad 
impracticable against the whole french army, lord 
Cochrane fired the trains for exploding the magazines, 
and reembarked his men. As usual, he speaks in the 
rime ' highest terms of his officers ; among whom he names 
ev^u- lieutenant Urry Johnson, lieutenant of marines James 
Trini- Hore, William Burney gunner, WiHiam Lodwick 
carpenter, and midshi pmen Houston Stewart, George 
Charles Stovin, and Frederick Marryat. 

COLONIAL EXPEDITIONS. — WEST INDIES. 

c«pt. In the month of February the british 18-pounder 
pfins 32-gun frigate Cerberus, captain William Selby, 
an ex- 12-poundep 32-gun frigate Circe, captain Hugh Pigot, 
tion' and 20-gun ship Camilla, captain John Bowen, cruised 
Xrie- off Pointe-a-Ritre, Gaudeloupe. Finding the impos- 
Ga- sibility of preventing the french privateers and their 
lante. pTcj^es from gaining that port, while they were enabled 
to shelter themselves under the batteries of Marie- 
Galante until an opportunity offered for them to run 
over, captain Selby resolved to attempt the surprise 
of Grand-Bourg, the principal town on the island, 
the” Accordingly, on the 2d of March, early ki the 
isi'Ld morning, the three ships weighed from Petite-terre, 
_ and soon after daylight disembarked, with very 
posi-** slight opposition, 200 seamen and marines, under the 
tion. orders of captain Pigot, at a spot about two miles 
from the town. The British, as soon as they ap- 
peared in sight of Grand-Bourg, were met by 
an officer *ith a flag of truce. The unconditional 
Surrender of Marie-Galante immediately followed, 
and captain Selby garrisoned the island with a de- 
tachment of marines from his little squadron. 

The ease with which Marie-Galante had been ob- 
tained determined rear-admiral sir Alexander Coch- 
rane, the british commander in chief at the Leeward- 
islands, to send an expedition, under captain Selby, 
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againgt fte island of Desirade,.; g^athejr spot 
afibrded shelter te the Gaudeloupe private ers , Ac- 
cordiagly, on the 29th of Maroh^ the Cerberus, capt. , 
accompanied, this time, by two sloops, t\f o gun-brigs, 
and a schooner, weighed from off’ Marie.-Galante ; ag^nat 
and on the 30th the boats of the squadron, under the 
command of captain William Henry Sherriff*, of the 
ship-sloop Lily, stood towards the shore of D^si- 
rade, which was defended by two 8-pounders, that 
completely commanded the narrow entrance of the 
harbour; \x|iere also was posted a detachment of 
national troops and militia, about 70 men in number, 
and who opened a smart fire upon the boats as they 
approached. 

Seeing this, the Cerberus and the vessels with her Cap- 
anchored with springs on their cables, and commenced that* 
a cannonade upon the shore. The islanders soon“*®“^ 
ceased their fire ; and, by 4 h. 30 m. p. m., the Bri- 
tish were in quiet possession of Desirade. The neu- 
trality of the island being all that was required on 
the part of sir Alexander Cochrane, captain Selby 
did not retain possession : he merely destroyed the 
batteries, (mounting but seven guns altogether,) and, 
to prevent a garrison arriving from Gaudeloupe, 
stationed a sloop and gun-brig off the coast. 

On, the 3d of July, while the british 18-gun ship- Capt. 
sloop Wanderer, captain Edward Crofton, and 
4-gun schooners Subtle and Ballahou, lieutenants soi?ea 
George Augustus Spearing and George Mills, were ^ckst 
cruising between the islands of Anguille and St.- Martin. 
Martin, some intelligence was received which induced 
captain Crofton to expect that he sbouli^ succeed in 
an attack upon the french part of th^ast-named 
island. For this purpose, soon after mranight, the 
boats of the ship and two schooners, containing 135 
men placed under the orders of lieutenant Spearing, 
pulled towards the shore. 

With a trifling loss, the British landed and ob- 
tained possession of, and spiked, the six guns mounted 
upou the lower fort. On ascending the rocky heights. 
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1808. covered with the prickly pear, to storm the upper 
' battery, a number of brave fellows fell, and amon^ 
them lieutenant Spearing himself, who was shot 
s*Si- the chest within ten yards of the ramparts 

ihag' of the fort he was rushing forward to assault. The 
remainder of the party now reluctantly retreated to 
render the boats ; but, unable to resist the overwhelming 
sur-*’'’ force that assailed them, the survivors were obliged 
Fivors. to surrender. 

FJaffof The Wanderer, who with the two schooners had 
truce, been firing at the batteries, to cover t^e party on 
shore, now ceased her fire, and hoisted a flag of 
truce. By a cominiinication with the french com- 
mandant it was soon ascertained, that the regular 
force on the island amounted to 900 men, and that 
the detachment from the little squadron had lost 
seven officers and men killed, and nearly 30 wounded. 
Funeral french commaiidaiit behaved in a very lionour- 
lieut. able manner ; not only giving to the remains of the 
gallant young english officer a funeral with military 
honours, but himself attending his late enemy to the 
grave, and permitting a part of the Subtle^s crew to 
pay their last duty to their late commander. The 
three british vessels, in the mean while, as with their 
colours at half-mast they lay at anchor in Marigot 
bay, united with the french batteries in firing minute 
guns. 
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BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 

The abstract which now comes under notice is sq 
far remarkable, that several of its principal tptal? 
jiave arrived at their maximum of height.* The 
npmber of cruising line-of-battle ships in commission 
remains thd*same as in the preceding abstract ; but 
an increase of one in the ‘‘ ordinary” column makes 
127 as the sea-service total. The increase of five 
in the line grand-total is of far less consequence. 

The number of cruisers, line and under-line, in 
commission, appears to have been 684; and the 
npmbers that approach the nearest to it are to be 
found in the abstracts on each side. No. 16 showing 
618, and No. 18, 664. The total of sea-service 
cruisers belonging to the british navy, at the com- 
mencement of the year 1809, stands at 728 ; and the 
two next highest numbers appear also in abstracts 
Nos. 16 and 18, one being 673, the other 699. As 
the difference between the grand and the minor 
totals at the foot of the columns is made up entirely 
of vessels that are unseaworthy, or deemed to be 
so, it will be unnecessary to dwell upon the excess 
of the grand-total of cruisers in this abstract, over 
the corresponding total in any other. 

The general grand-total, of which the cruising and 
only effective total forms, in the present abstract, 
scarcely two thirds, and in some ot th^thers much 
less, might also be passed over withou*otice, were 
it not, in addition to being the highest in amount 
that occurs throughout the series, the only total 
usually referred to as indicative of the strength of 
the british navy. The total that Steel gives, in his 


1809. 


* See Appendix, Annual Abjstract No. 17. 
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1809. February list for the present year, is 1140, including 
59 hired vessels. These deducted leave 1081, 20 
more than the abstract total ; a difference discover- 
able, almost wholly, among the building ships, those 
in the abstract being 82, while Steel . enumerates 
100. Among the latter he includes 50 instead of 47 
line-of-battle ships. The three surplus ships were 
the Akbar, Julius, andOrford; the first, ordered but 
countermanded ; the two others, not ordered at alK 
As a further proof of his imperfect information, Steel 
names 14 only out of his remaining 5^ under-line 
building ships. Nor does the list, as usual, notify 
the yards or places at which the unnamed vessels 
are constructing. The abstract for the present year 
shows the launching of the Caledonia, a ship bf very 
large dimensions, and, as a first-rate, of extraor- 
dinary qualifications. Some interesting particulars 
respecting her will be found in the Notes to the 
Abstracts at the end of the volume. 

The 20 captured enemy’s national vessels pur- 
chased into the service will be found among those 
in the foreign prize-lists of the year 1808 as will 
the 34 vessels lost by the british navy during the 
same period, in the list appropriated to them.-j- 
The rmmber of the latter still continues to be of 
serious amount; of which the wrecked cases, with 
all their attendant calamities, constitute full two 
thirds. 

The number of commissioned officers and masters, 

&c.’ belonging to the british navy at the commencement 


of the year 1809, was. 

Admirals 46 

Vicj|i|idmirals 59 

Re® admirals 71 

„ superannuated 45 
< Post-captains . - . ... 689 
' » « ; : 32 


* See Appendix, Nos. 6 , and 7. 
t See Appendix, No. 8 . ' . . ' 
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Commanders or sloop-captains . 643 
i . „ superannuated 49 '"551!^ 

' Lieutenants 3036 

Master 491 

And the number of seamen and marines, voted for 
the service of the same year, was 130000.* 

We last year left in the road of Brest, waiting an 
opportunity to put to sea, a squadron of eight sail 
of the line and some frigates. The continued pre- French 
valence of westerly gales, during the latter part of 
January andjthe commencement of February, having sans 
driven admiral lord Gambier from his station Brest. 
Ushant, aflorded that opportunity ; and accordingly, 
on the 2l8t of February, at daylight, rear-admiral 
Willautoez weighed and put to sea with the following 
squadron : 


gun-ship 
Z20 Oc^an 


JFoudroyaiit 

^Varsovie , . 
"“Tourville . . 
Jean-Bar t. . 
Tonnerre . , 
Aquilon . . 
LR^ulus . . 

gun-frig. 

f Indienne . . 

^lElbe 

Brig^corvette Nisus ^ 


74< 


40- 


{ 

{ 


rear-adm. Jean-Bapt.-Philibert WillaumeZr 
captain Pierre-Nicolas Holland, 
rear-adm, Antoine-Louis Gourdon. 
captain Antoine Henri. 

,, Jacques Bergeret. 

„ Charles-Nicolas Lacaille. 

„ Charles Lebozec. 

Nicolas Clement de la Roncihre. 

,, Jacques-Remy Maingon. 

Jean-Jacques-Etienne Lucas. 

„ Guillaume-Marcellin Proteau. 

„ Jacques-Francois Bellenger. 
schooner (late british) Magpie. 


At 9 A.M. the rearmost ship doubled the Vendr^e 
rock, and the french squadron, in line of battle, 
stood for the Raz, with a fresh breezp at north- 
north-east. Just as the headmost shipa||p,d cleared n^is- 
the Raz passage, they were descried b^the british Xby 
74-gun ship Revenge, captain the honourable Charles 
Paget. The latter immediately steered for the’"’”®*' 
Glenans, to give information to captain John Poer 
Beresford; who, with the Theseus 74, and the 


* See Appendix, No. 9. 
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1809. Triumph Hnd Valiant, of the same force, captains 
sir Thomas Masterman Hardy and Alexander. Ro- 
bert Kerr, was blockading three sail of the Ijne and 
three frigates in the rqad of Lorient. At 30 piinutes 
past noon the Revenge lost sight of the french shipl', 
but at 3h, 15 m. p. m. again discovered them, and ^ 
minute or two afterwards exchanged numbers with 
the Theseus, in the south-west, oft* Isle Groix. 

M.wii- The instructions to M. Willaumez were to chase 
mei’« Lorient the british blockading 

instruc- squadron, stated to be of four sail of the line besides 
frigates, in order that commodore Troude, with his 
three sail of the line and five frigates, might join the 
former. If, however, the tide should happen not to 
suit at the moment that he appeared off tne port, the 
rear-admiral was to proceed straight to Basque roads, 
and dispossess of that anchorage a british squadron, 
stated also to consist of four sail of the line. M. 
Willaumez was then to anchor in the road of 
Isle d’Aix, and there wait for further orders. So 
far the Moniteur. But those orders had already 
issued. Adding to his 11 sail of the line the Roche- 
fort squadron of three, and the Calcutta armed en 
flute and frigates, M. Willaumez was to make the 
best of his way to Martinique ; and, with his fleet 
and the troops that were on board of it, he was to save 
that island from falling into the hands of the British, 
who, by the last accounts, were on the eve of 
attacking it. 

He It was at about 4 h. 30 ra. p. m. that the squadrons 
with*" of rear-admiral Willaumez and commodore Berea- 
capt. ford fully discovered each other. The latter Ayas 
fben steeriim about east-south-east, with a fresh 
dr^n TOrth-north-east, and the former w^s 

but”' nearly close hauled on the same tack. Rear-admjral 
nor Gourdon’s division, consisting of four sail of the jine^ 
molest immediately bore up in ch^e, and the rem^nipg 
division soon afterwards did the same. Wherenpqi^ 
the british squadron tacked, and steered west-north- 
west, formed in line of batUe, the Theseus leadii^. 
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followed by the Revenge, Triumph, and Valiant. 

A short continuance of the british squadron upon 
this course leaving open the port of Lorieut, the 
french ships, by the time they had approached 
within four or five miles of the enemy, again hauled 
their wind. At 6 p. m., neither squadron then 
in sight of the other, the british ships tacked and 
shortened sail; and at about the same time the french 
squadron, which had been partly delayed by the fall- 
ing of the breeze, arrived oft' Isle Groix. 

A calm during the night kept both squadrons 
stationary; but at daylight on the 23d a fresh 
breeze from the north-west enabled M. Willaumez, ' 
after sending in the Magpie schooner to apprize com- 
modore Troude of his arrival off the port, to steer 
for the Pertuis d’Antioche. At about 9 a.m. the 
two squadrons regained a view of each other, and 
continued in sight until late in the afternoon. The 
french ships then, passing inside of Belle-Isle, naiielf 
steered for. Isle d’Yeu, with the wind back to north- 
east ; and at 10 h. 30 m. p. m., just as they had arrived tiiyst. 
abreast of the Tour de Baieine, were discovered by 
the 36-gun frigate Amethyst, captain Michael Seymour, 
the look-out ship of rear-admiral Stopford’s squadron, 
at anchor to the north-west of the Chasseron light- 
house, consisting of the 80-gun ship Caesar, captain 
Charles Richardson, and 74-gun ships Defiance, cap- 
tains Henry Hotham, and Donegal, captain Peter 
Heywood, acting for captain Pulteney Malcolm, who 
was in England attending a court-martial. A flight 
of rockets soon conveyed the information to the rear- 
admiral, and the british squadron got under way 
and stood to the north-west, the direc^n in which 
the Amethyst lay. At about midniglre the british Enters 
rear-admiral gained a sight of M. Willaumez’s 
squadron to the eastward, standing into the Pertuis 
d’Antiocbe. The former went in chase, and at day^ 
light on the 24th saw the French in the act of entering 
Bwque roads. Rear-adihiral Stopford, rightly coUr 
{sldering that the squadron bad escaped from Brest) 
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1809 . des{iRtcbed by signal the 3S-gon , frigate Nai^d^ 
capjtain Thomas Dundas, to acquaint lord G^bieri 
v^iththe circumstance. At 7 a. m. the Namd, hah^ing. 
run a few miles to the north-west, made the signal* of 
three suspicious sail coming down from the north” 
ward : whereupon, leaving the Amethyst, in company 
with the 36-gun frigate Emerald, captain Frederick 
Lewis Maitland, to watch the squadron of M. Wil- 
laumez, rear-admiral Stopford wore and made sail 
in the direction pointed out by the Naiad. 

Shortly after rear-admiral Willaumez had sailed 
sau*** from Isle Groix, the three french 40-gun frigates 
Italienne, commodore Pierre-Roch Jurien, and 
rient. Calypso and Cybele, captains Louis-Leon Jacob and 
Raymond Cocault, sailed from Lorient, with the 
wind at about east-north-east. Finding, on clearing 
the road, that commodore Troude, owing to the 
state of the tide, had not a sufficient depth of water 
to enable him to get under way, captain Jurien stood 
to sea, and in the evening, when off 6 elle-Isle steering 
along the coast to the south-east, descried in the 
offing the squadron of commodore Beresford. On 
the 24th, at daylight, the Tour de Baleine made its 
appearance ; and the british 38-gun frigate Amelia,, 
captain the honourable Frederick Paul Irby, accom- 
panied by the 18-gun brig-sloop Dotterel, captain 
Anthony Abdy, both of whom had been in chase 
during the whole of the night, now approached so 
near to the Cybele, the rearmost french frigate, that 
her two consorts hauled up for her support. It was 
about this^ time that captain Jurien observed the 
They squadron of rear-admiral Stopford, approaching from 
for*the the south-e|st. Being thus completely cut off, the 
&We french commodore, with the wind now at about 
lonne. south-east by east, steered for the Sable d’Olonne, 
and was followed closely by the Amelia and Dot-* 
Amelia 9 jyj latter tacked to the norths 

Dotte- east, as the three french frigates had previously*, 
talk* done; and in ten minutes more the Amelia, having 
them, wore round, hauled under the stem of . the Cyb^ f 
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aiFd ©peiied a fire in passing. At 10 a. m. the Amelia 
tack^and steered after the enemy, in company with 
the C^ar,Defiance, and Donegal, who had just joined. 

In a minute or two afterwards the three'french fri- 
gates came to anchor in line of battle, with springs, 
close under the powerful batteries of the town of by 
Sable d’Olonne. At lOh. 30m. a.m. the british ships 
stood towards the former in the following order : dore 
Defiance, Caesar, Donegal, Amelia. At II a. m. ^^1-' 
the Defiance, as drawing less water than either of «qua- 
the other line-of-battle ships, anchored in seven 
fathoms’ water, within about 600 yards of the three, 
french frigates, and opened her fire, receiving in 
return the fire of the latter, as well as of the bat- 
teries on shore. In about 20 minutes after the 
Defiance had commenced firing, the Caesar and 
Donegal opened their broadsides, and in another 
10 minutes the Amelia joined in the cannonade; 
the batteries, all the while, keeping up a heavy fire 
at the British. 

At 11 h.50 m. A. M., unable to withstand the fire 
of their opponents, particularly of the Defiance, au 
some of whose wads had set them partially in flames, french 
the Italienne and Cybele cut their cables and ran on Agates 
shore. Immediately the Defiance veered her cable, Shore.'' 
that her guns might again bear upon her opponents ; 
and, while the Csesar to get into deeper water had 
wore to the south-west, the Defiance, Donegal, and 
Amelia continued the engagement for a few minutes 
longer, until the weathermost french frigate, the 
Calypso, that she might not mask the fire of the 
Italienne, and feeling sensibly the effects of that of 
the Defiance, veered her cable, and aeon drove 
on shore stern foremost. The ebb-tide making, and 
the water falling fast, the rear-admiral, at noon, 
si^alled his ships to stand out. At about 15 haul 
minutes past noon the Defiance cut her cable and®®* 
made^ sail towards the Caesar, then, with the Donegal 
and Aihelia, nearly two miles to the southward. 

Th^ three Idtter ships soon afterwards tacked ; and 
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the Donegal, while in stays, fired a broadside at the 
FekT^ eriemjr. After this, the british squadron Stood Off- 
shore and the action ceased. ' 

Mutual Gaesar had her bowsprit wounded^ her fore 

&c.’ spring-stay shot away, and her rigging a good deal 
out, but had not a man hurt. The Donegal siiffered 
also in her rigging and sails, and had one man killed 
and six wounded. The Defiance, who bote the 
brunt of the action, had all her masts badly wounded, 
her rigging cut to pieces, and two men killed and 
25 wounded. Of the french frigates, the Italiertne 
had six men killed and 17 wounded, the Calypso, 10 
killed and 18 wounded, and the Cybfele, eight killed 
and 16 wounded, total, 24 killed and 51 wounded; 
and all three frigates had Iheir hulls much shat- 
tered. The loss, if any, that was sustained on shore, 
doe.s not appear in the french accounts. The three 
french frigates, having taken the ground nearly at 
the top of high water, could not be got off, and were 
consequently wrecked ; but the crews, and probably 
the stores, were saved. 

adm? sunset rear-admiral Stopford returned to his 

Stop- station off the Chasseron lighthouse, and observed 
Mock- squadron of M. Willauinez at anchor in Basque 
roads. On the next day, the 25th, captain Beres- 
laiimez ford and his three ships joining company, the rear- 
admiral, with his force thus augmented to seven 
sail of the line and five frigates, resumed the blockade 
of the port; in which now lay, in two divisions, a fleet 
of 10 sail of the line, four frigates, and a 50-gun 
ship, the Calcutta, armed en flute. On the 26th the 
Brest squadron weighed and stood for the road of 
Isle d’Aix. ^ While proceeding thither, the Jean- 
Bart grounded on the Palles shoal near Isle 
Madam ; and, although an attempt was made to force 
her off by a press of sail, the ship became wrecked. 
The remaining ships of the Brest squadron anchored 
between the southern extremity of Isle d’Aix and 
the Bdyart shoal, in company with the following 
squadron r 
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RQ^^ebip < 

r(Cai|$ard commod. Gilbert-Amable^ Faure. 

y^<,l^mmappes „ Joseph Fauveati. 

(^Fktriote y, Jean-Michel Mah^. 

50 Calcutta (HCite) .... „ Jean-Baptiste Lafoti. 

gun-frig. 


„ Amand-Francois Le Bigot. 

^ Emanuel Halgan. 

With liis nine french line-of-battle ships, Jil. WU- 
laumez was blockaded by rear-admiral Stopfprd, 
with eight british, (the Hero having joined lilm,) 
until the 7th of March, when the latter was super- 
seded by admiral lord Gainbier ; who had received 
the first intelligence of the escape of the Brest 
squadron on the 23d of February, while, with nine 
sail of the line, on his way to resume the blockade 
of that port. The admiral then detached vice-admi- 
ral Duckworth, with eight ships, in quest of the bierar- 
french squadron, and returned to Cawsand bay with 
the Caledonia. In his way thither lord Gambier fell RocUe- 
in with the Naiad, bearing the intelligence of the 
arrival of the french squadron in Basque roads; and 
on the 3d of March, with five ships of the line, sailed 
for that station. 

On joining rear-admiral Stopford, his lordship’s 
force became increased to 13 sail of the line ; but, 
the Defiance and Triumph shortly afterwards parting 
company, the following 1 1 sail only remained ; 

gun-ship f^admiral (b.) lord James Gambler^ ^ 

120 Caledonia < captain sir Harry Neale, bt. 

( „ William Bedford. 


J rear-adm. (b.) hon. Robert Stopford. 

( captain Charles Richardson. 

Gibraltar „ Henry Lidgbird Ball. 


'‘Hero 

Donegal .... 
Resolution . . . 

Theseus 

Valiant 

Illustrious . . 
Bellona . . . . . 
.Revenge 


Janies Newmim Newman. 
Pulteney Malcolm. 

George Burl ton. 

John Poer Beresford. 

John Bligh. 

William Robert Broughton. 
Stair Douglas. 

Aleicander Robert Kerr, 


On the 17th of March lord Gambier anchored hi$ 
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M09, fleet in Basque roads; stationing his frigates a«d 
smaller vessels about a mile in advance, eithw tor 
An- wards Isle d’Aix or the town of Rochelle, accdidihg 
ctors to the direction of the wind. As an additional guard 
Basque agaiust any attempt upon the fleet by fire-vessels, 
the ships were to be in constant readiness for action, 
and for slipping their cables, leaving buoys upon them. 
.Two boats from each ship of the line, with fire- 
grapnels, were also to be sent every night after sun- 
set on board the advanced frigates, to be ready to 
tow oflf the french fire-vessels the instant they ap- 
proached. Although neither M. Willaumez, nor M. 
wish to Allemand his successor, had, as far as we can leam, 
employ gf pesorting to such a mode of attack 

ships, against the british fleet, lord Gambier, nearly a week 
before he began his defensive preparations, had 
himself suggested to the british admiralty the em- 
ployment of fire-ships against the french fleet. His 
lordship’s letter to lord Mulgrave is dated on the 
11th of March, and the following is the paragraph 
on the subject: The enemy’s ships lay^ery much 
exposed to the operation of fire-ships : it is a hor- 
rible mode of warfare, and the attempt very hazard- 
ous, if not desperate ; but we should have plenty 
of volunteers for the service. 

Admi- The admiralty, however, had anticipated lord 
mtuA- Gambler’s wishes; for, on the 7th of March, the 
pates board ordered a number of fire-ships to be pre- 
pared, guided, no doubt, by a report delivered in by 
captain Richard Goodwin Keats; who, in the month of 
April, 1807, when the Majestueux and four two-deck- 
ers were lying at anchor in the road of Isle d’Aix, had 
suggested to the admiralty the probable success of 
" an attack of bombs, fire-ships, and rockets, covered 
and protected by a squadron ;” and which squadron, 
adds this able and distinguished officer, should be 
kept as close to Isle d’Aix with easterly, and to 
the Boyart with westerly wind% as possible, in 

* Minutes of a court-martial on the right honourable James 
lord Gambkr, admiral of the blue, &c, p, 114 . 



LOAD OAMBl&R At BASQUE BO ADs. ‘^14$ 

order that it may be in constant readiness to act 
decisively, should an opportunity present itself.” 
Tfe resolved, the board of admiralty, on the 19th, 
by their secretary inform lord Gambier, that 12 
transports are fitting as fire-ships, that Mr. Congreve 
is to proceed in a transport, with a supply of rockets 
and of men skilled in the management of them, and 
that five bomb-vessels are under orders to fit for sea 
with all possible expedition and proceed to Basque 
roads. The letter of directions then proceeds thus : 

All these preparations are making with a view to 
enable your lordship to make an attack on the french 
fleet at their anchorage off Isle d’Aix, if practicable; 
and I am further commanded to signify their lord- 
ships’ direction to you, to take into your consideration 
the possibility of making an attack upon the enemy, 
either conjointly with your line-of-battle ships, fri- 
gates, and small-craft, fire-ships, bombs, and rockets, 
or separately by any of the above-named means.” 

On the same day, on which these orders were 
written, arrived at the admiralty lord Gambier’ S rane 
letter of the 11th, suggesting the use of fire-ships; 
and on the same day also arrived at Plymouth, from attend 
the Mediterranean, the 38-gun frigate Irnperieuse, 
captain lord Cochrane. About an hour after the raity. 
frigate had dropped anchor, her captain, by a tele- 
graphic communication from the admiralty, was 
ordered to attend the board, it being known to their 
lordships, by the records in their office, that lord 
Cochrane was well acquainted with that part of the 
french coast in which the operations were to be 
carried on. 

On the 21st,' having arrived by express from Hy- his in- 
mouth, lord Cochrane waited upon lord Mulgrave, 
who confidentially conferred with him on the means 
of destroying the french fleet at their anchorage grave, 
under Isle d’Aix. Lord Cochrane was decidedly of 
opinion that the attempt by fire-ships would succeed. 

The first lord of the admiralty then asked lord 
Cochrane, if he would undertake to execute the plan 

VOL. V. L 
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1809. which they had so discussed. This, in the first 
instance, lord Cochrane declined, offerings as areas^ji 
the jealousy which such an appointment might 
in the breasts of bis brother-officers serving on that 
station. But, at a subsequent interview, the first 
lord of the admiralty having stated to lord Cochranci 
that he was the only officer with whom he had com-, 
municated, who deemed the enterprise of easy exe* 
cution and little risk, and having renewed his offer of 
command, lord Cochrane acquiesced, conceiving that 
lord Mul grave might have considered a final refusal 
as originating in motives not creditable to an officer^ 
who had expressed so decided an opinion of thh 
laity' practicability of the undertaking.” On the 25th the 
appoint board of admiralty addressed a letter to the british 
Coch- admiral in Basque roads, acquainting him that they had 
ranc to thought fit to select lord Cochrane, for the purpose 
of conducting, under his, lord Gambler’s, directions, 
siiips. the fire-ships to be employed in the projected attack 
on the enemy’s fleet. This letter was delivered to 
lord Cochrane ; and, as soon as that active officer 
could reach Plymouth, the Imperieuse sailed upon 
her destination. 

Lo^ On the 26th lord Gambier received the board’s 
bier re- letter of the 19th, directing him to endeavour to 
ceives destroy the enemy’s fleet in the manner already 
board’s desci’ibed. On the same day his lordship wrote two 
ti'onr letters in reply. In the first, lord Gambier admits 
His let- that the french fleet lay exposed to an attack by fire- 
wpiy the second, his lordship says: 

“ The enemy’s ships are anchored in two lines, very 
near to each other, in a direction due S. from the 
fort on the Isle d’Aix ; and the ships in each line not 
farther apart than their own length ; by which it 
appears, as I imagine, that the space for their an- 
chorage is so confined by the shoalness of the water, 
as not to admit of ships to run in and anchor clear 
of each other. The most distant ships of their two 
lines are within point-blank shot of the Avorks upon 
the Isle d’Aix : such ships, therefore, as might attack 
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the enemy would be exposed to be raked by the hot i®®®* 
shot, &c. from the island ; and, should the ships he 
disabled in their masts, they must remain within the 
range of the enemy’s fire until destroyed, there not 
being sufficient depth of water to allow them to move 
to the southward out of distance.” The admiral con- 
cludes his letter thus : " I beg leave to add, that, if 
their lordships are of opinion that an attack on the 
enemy’s ships by those of the fleet under my com- 
mand is practicable, I am ready to obey any orders 
they may be pleased to honour me with, however 
great the risk may be of the loss of men and ships.”* 

It is clear from the tenour of this letter, that lord 
Gambler was averse to the plan of attack by the 
line-of-battle ships, conceiving it impracticable, both 
on account of the strength ol the batteries on Isle 
d’Aix protecting the french anchorage, and of the 
supposed shallowness of the water within, or a little 
beyond, point-blank range of them to the southward. 
Hence, as the mode of destroying the french fleet in 
the road of Isle d’Aix was left discretionary with 
lord Gambler, he chose that mode which he had him- 
self suggested, the attack by fire-ships. 

It being discovered from the anchorage of lord 
Gambier in Basque roads, that the French were strays 
endeavouring to strengthen their position in Aix^®®"j®’* 
road by throwing up works on the south end of the on the 
Boyart shoal, the 38-gun frigate Amelia, eaptain 
the honourable Frederick Paul Irby, was directed 
to dislodge them. Accordingly, on the 1st of April, 
at 9 A. M., the frigate got under way and stood for 
the spot ; and at 10 h. 15 m. a. m., wearing round, 
fired a broadside and drove the French away. The 
Amelia then sent her boats and completely destroyed 
the works. In a day or two afterwards captain Irby 
was detached to another part of the french coast. 

On the 3d lord Cochrane, in the Imperieuse, 
arrived in Basque roads, and delivered to lord r^e 

* Minutes, fee. p. 120. 

l2 
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1809. Gambler the board’s letter to the admiral. Twelve 
of the fire-ships to be employed were at this lijme 
arrives lying in the Downs, waiting for a fair wind ; and^ix 
Bas u f*’*‘nsports, to be fitted as fire-ships by the fleet, had 
been ordered to sail from Plymouth. The board of 
ordnance had also been directed, to send from Wool*- 
wich a ship laden with combustible matter, including 
a quantity of Valenciennes composition, also 1000 
carcasses of an 18-pound caliber. The Plymouth 
transports not being likely to join for some days, 
lord Gambler ordered eight of the largest transports 
of the 30 sail then in company, to be fitted as fire- 
ships in their stead ; and it happened very oppor- 
tunely, that three french chasse-marees, laden with tar 
and rosin, had recently been captured by the fleet. 
Fitting With this supply of combustibles, and with such 
other materials as the fleet could furnish, the eight 
ships, transports, and also, at the suggestion of lord Coch- 
rane, the Mediator frigate-storeship, were fitted as 
fire-ships ; the latter hy her own officers and crew, 
and the former by the officers and crews of the line- 
of-battle ships. Three explosion-vessels were also 
equipped, under the immediate inspection of lord 
Cochrane. On the 6th the JEtua. bomb-vessel an- 
chored in the road, and on the 10th the 12 fire-ships 
from the Downs, escorted by the Beagle and Redpole 
sloops ; who had also under their charge the Cleve- 
land transport, laden with Congreve rockets, the 
ingenious inventor of which had previously arrived in 
the ./Etna, Having already given a list of the line- 
of-battle ships, we here present a list of the frigates 
and smaller vessels, employed on this expedition. 


gun-frig. 

44 Indefatigable captain John Treymayne Rodd. 

38 Imp^rieuse „ lord Cochrane. 

ogrAigle „ George Wolfe, 

pEmerald „ Frederick Lewis Maitland. 

/ Unicorn „ Lucius Hardyman. 

33< Pallas ,, George Francis Seymour. 


.Mediator, (flfite,) . . „ James Wooldridge. 
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TBeaffle 


18^ 

c Doterel 

• • • • » 

Anthony Abdy. 


rFoxhound . . . , 

• • * • » 

Pitt Barnaby Greene. 



• • • • yi 

William Bevians. 


Redpole 

.... yy 

John Joyce. 

Bb.- 

? Thunder 

.... y, 

James Caulfield. 

iiEtna 

• * • * yy 

William Godfrey. 

gun-brig 

14 Insolent 

.... lieut. 

John Row Morris. 

i 

fEncounter , . . , 

.... yy 

James Hugh Talbot. 

J 

Conflict 

• • • • yy 

Joseph B. Batt. 


Contest 

• • . • yy 

John Gregory. 

I 

Fervent 

.... yy 

John Edward Hare. 


[Growler 

.... yy 

Richard Crossman, 


Schooner, Whiting j hired cutters, Nimrod and King-George. 


Some attention is now due to the party asfainst 
whom all these lormidable preparations are making, ofadm. 
Among the officers of the crest squadron, who dis- 
approved of the forbearance of rear-admiral Wil- 
laumez to attack the four 74s under the command of 
commodore Beresford^ was captain Jacques Bergeret, 
already so well known to us. What ship of the 
squadron that officer commanded we are unable 
to state, as he afterwards quitted her for Paris, and 
the captains’ names assigned to the ships in the list 
given at a preceding page are as they stood sub- 
sequently to the appointment of captain Bcrgeret’s 
successor. 

A letter from the last-named officer to the minister 
of marine occasioned rear-admiral Willaumez to be com-” 
recalled. On the 16th the latter struck his flag 
board the Ocean, and went on shore ; and on the fleet, 
morning of the 17th vice-admiral Allemand hoisted his 
flag on board the same ship. Rear-admiral Gourdon 
remained as second in command ; but two or three 
of the captains, including M. Bergeret, were super- 
seded by others, leaving the whole as they stand in 
the list already referred to. 

When M. Allemand joined the fleet, he found it 
moored in three lines at the entrance of the passage, 
and too far out. He ordered the ships to weigh, 
and, dropping lower down, anchored them in a 
double indented line, “ ligne endeutee which may 
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1809. be explaihed by considering each point in the fol- 
lowing figure as a ship, with her broadside be^Hg 
against it: /N/NA-A/v/ the two parallel linefe of 
ships bore about north-north-east and south south-west; 
and the ships’ heads were to the northward. The 
van-ship of the outer line bore due south of the 
battery at the southern extremity of Isle d’Aix, 
Moors and was distant from it about 640 yards. The two 
in lines were about 250 yards apart^ and the ships of 
two in- each line from the stern of one to the head of the 
i^es!'* ofber full 170 yards; thus making the distance 
from the stern of the rearmost ship in the outer line 
to the fort (reckoning each ship’s length upon an 
average at 70 yards) 1520 yards, or nearly seven 
eighths of a statute mile. Each ship was moored 
with one cable to the north-west and another to the 
south-east. At about740yards in frontof the outerline 
lay the three frigates Pallas, Hortense, and Indienne. 
The fourth frigate, the Elbe, was moored as the 
headmost ship in the second or inner line. The 
method here taken will show, without the aid of a 
diagram, how the different ships were stationed : 


Indienne Hortense 


Pallas 


Foudroyant Varsovic Ocdan Rcgulus Cassard Calcutta 


Tonnerre Patriote Jemmappes Aquilon Tourville Elbe 


Throws At the distance of about 110 yards in front of the 
^ros” frigates, a boom, half a mile in length, and 

composed of cables secured by anchors and floated 
by buoys, was thrown across the channel leading 
from Basque to Aix road, having its northern end 
within rather less than 1000 yards of the rocks that 
lie off the south-western extremity of the island. 
The anchors employed in mooring the boom were of 
the enormous weight of 5|' tons english, and the 
cables english inches in diameter. For the^ 
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irtform&tion of such as are unacquainted with the^®^- 
S^y^t it may be useful to add, that the bower 
di^of of the Caledonia, the largest ship in the 
british navy, weighs 4| tons, and that her bower 
cable measures in diameter, or did measure before 
iron ones were adopted, 25 inches. For any thing 
that appears in the accounts, the existence of this 
formidable boom was not known to the British until 
after the attack which we are about to relate had 
commenced. 

The strength of the batteries that protected the 
anchorage has been variously stated at from 13 to we ° 
50 guns. It is probable that the number of guns 
did not exceed 30 ; but the greater part of these 
were long 36-pounders ; and there were also several 
mortars of the largest description in use. The 
island was garrisoned with 2000 troops ; but they 
were all conscripts and not to be relied upon. 

Nor was Isle d’Aix strong in any other part than 
that which protected the fleet. On its north-east side, 
or the side which fronts the bay of Rochelle, there 
were only a few guns mounted, and those in bad 
condition and at a great distance apart. Exclusive 
of the batteries on Isle d'Aix, the isle of Oleron, 
distant three miles and a half to the west-south- 
west of the citadel of Aix, contained three or four 
gun and mortar batteries, one of which, named Sau- 
monard, could throw its shot and shells nearly within 
the range of the former. Besides these artificial 
defences, the road of Isle d’Aix had a shoal at a 
short distance in its rear, and another, at a some- 
what greater distance, stretching along its southern 
extremity. The latter was named Palles, and was 
in several parts hard and rocky. The former was a 
bank or bar of mud, thrown up at the mouth of the 
river Chare nte. 

' The arrival of the 12 fire-ships, on the afternoon defen- 
of the 10th, leaving no doubt in the mind of 
Allemand, as to the nature of the attack in contem -• mcnts 
platlon, he directed the armed launches and boats 
of the fleet, 73 in number, to be assembled in five mand. 
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1809. divisions,>tn order to be ready, at the close of day, 
to take tlieir stations near the boom, for the purDp|e 
of boarding and towing away the fire-ships, 
engaging any british boats that might be sent ddWn 
to assist the latter in their operations. Some very 
excellent regulations were drawn up for the guidance 
of these boats, as appears by a copy of them which 
afterwards fell into the hands of the British. The 
french admiral also ordered the ships of each line, 
to strike their topmasts and get their topgallant- 
masts on deck, and to unbend all useless sails : the 
advanced frigates, however, were to keep their top- 
masts an-end, and to be in readiness to get under 
way, the instant the signal to that effect should be 
made. The line-of-battle ships were also directed 
to be prepared to land the few troops they had 
on board, in case any attempt should be made by 
the British to possess themselves of Isle d’Aix. 

British On the 11th, early in the afternoon, the british 
rcinjve admiral having completed his arrangements, the 
different frigates and smaller vessels moved to the 
vanceti statious assigned them. The Imperieuse ran down 
towards the inner end of the Boyart, and came 
age, to, in nine fathoms, close to the shoal ; having the 
north point of Isle d’Aix bearing east, the south point 
south-east by east, and the centre of the french fleet 
south-east by south; the latter at the distance of about 
two and a half miles. The bearing of the Impe- 
rieuse, as taken from the french frigate Indienne, was 
' nearly north-west, distant about a gun-shot and a 
half from the boom. The Aigle, Unicorn, and Pallas 
anchored a short distance above or to the north-west 
of the Imperieuse ; in order to receive the crews of 
the fire-ships on their return, to support the boats 
of the fleet which were to accompany the fire-ships, 
and to render assistance, if required, to the Impe- 
rieuse herself. The Whiting schooner, lieutenant 
Henry Wildey, and the King-Geoi'ge and Nimrod 
cutters, master’s mates Thomas Mekeek and Edward 
Tapley, which had been fitted for throwing rockets, 
also took their stations near the Boyart shoal. The 
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^tna, the only bomb-vessel present, although four 1809. 
otheri \(Fury, Hound, Thunder, and Vesuvius) had'X^ 
beeufi^romised, and eight would not have been 
one too many, placed herself to the north-west of 
Isle d’Aix, as near to the fort as possible in that 
direction, and was covered by the Indefatigable 
and Foxhound. The Emerala, Beagle, Doterel, 
Conflict, and Growler were stationed, to make a 
diversion, at the east end of the island; and the 
Redpole and Lyra, with lights hoisted, and properly 
screened from the enemy’s view, were stationed, 
the one near the shoal to the north-west of Isle 
d’Aix, the other close to the Boyart shoal, in order 
to guide the fire-ships in their course to the attack. 

Each of these brigs was distant rather less than 
two miles from the extremity of the french line on 
her side. 

The 11 british line-of-battle ships, which lay at a Dig- 
distance of from eight to nine miles from the french oTbri- 
fleet, also unmoored, to be ready to cooperate, iffj,*'j„ 
necessary ; but, having unavoidably anchored in a french 
strong tide-way, and the wind blowing hard from the 
north-west, the ships were again moored when the 
weather-tide made, in order to prevent them from 
falling on board of each other. Mr. Edward Fair- 
fax, the master of the Caledonia, considered the 
distance of that ship and those around her from the 
enemy’s anchorage to be only six miles ; but, when 
the French telegraphed from the citadel on Isle 
d’Aix, as they did every morning, they stated the 
distance at three leagues. 

The wind, although in its direction as favourable 
as it could blow for the progress of the fire-ships, 
the whole of which had dropped to an anchorage 
about a mile nearer than the british fleet, was too 
violent to admit one part of the plan to be carried 
into effect, that of chaining the vessels together in 
divisions of four. Each fire-ship, therefore, waspijg, 
left to act an independent part ; and at about 8 h. 'Wps 
30 m. p. M., the night uncommonly dark, the windi^H. 
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180#. even than it had been, and the tide flowing 

at the rate of more than two knots an hete the 
Mediator, and the other fire-ships that had abraded 
«pio- her, cut their cables and made sail. Of the 

Sion- three explosion-vessels, one was swept from the 
vessels, of the ImperieuSe by one of the too early 
abandoned fire-ships ; and, although the crew of 
the explosion-vessel were on board ready to pro- 
ceed, and did afterwards set fire to the fusee, the 
fusee appears to have failed. In the mean while 
the remaining two, one of which was conducted by 
lord Cochrane, assisted by lieutenant William Bissell 
and four seamen, proceeded towards the road of 
Isle d’Aix. These two explosion-vessels appear to 
have been ignited when within less than three quar- 
ters of a mile from the french line : how near to it 
they exploded, and what effect the blast produced, the 
French themselves are the most competent to state. 
The effect that such machines were calculated to 
produce may be conceived from the manner in which 
they were prepared. Lord Cochrane^s vessel alone 
contained about 1500 barrels of gunpowder, started 
into puncheons placed end-upward, fastened to each 
other by cables wound round them, and jammed 
together with wedges, having moistened sand ram- 
med down between them, so as to render the whole, 
from stem to stern, quite solid, and thereby increase 
the resistance: besides which, on the top of this mass 
of gunpowder, lay between 300 and 400 shells 
charged with fusees, and nearly as many thousands 
of hand-grenades. 

Several of the fire-ships were ignited and aban- 
doned long before they got abreast of even the 
northernmost of the two vessels stationed as guides. 
Others, again, were admirably conducted; especially 
■ the Mediator, the largest and most efficient of all 
fire- of them. This ship, from her great weight, and the 
breaks strength of the wind and tide, which had by this 
thne increased to nearly four knots, broke the boom, 
«nd thus afforded a clear passage to the remainder 
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of the fire-ships* So resolved was the Mediator's 
galte||9 commander to see the service he had en*)j^^ 
gag^ in properly executed, that himself and the ^ 
officers and men who had volunteered to accompany Lomou 
him nearly perished along with their vessel : one th""* 
oflicer, the gunner, (James Segges,) was killed, and 
captain Wooldridge, lieutenants Nicholas Brent 
Clements and James Pearl, and one seaman, were 
blown out of the ship ; the three latter slightly, but 
the captain very severely, scorched. The loss sus- 
tained on board the other fire-ships appears to have 
been, two seamen killed belonging to the Caesar, 
by the bursting of an explosion-vessel near the fire- 
ship, and an acting lieutenant (William Flintoft) 
and one seaman, who died from fatigue in the boat ; 
one master’s mate (Richard Francis Jewers) of 
the Theseus, and another (John Conyers) of the 
Gibraltar, both scorched by powder. 

The five or six officers in command of fire-ships, Com- 
who, besides captain Woollcombe, Ijad the judgment ZTot 
and presence of mind to wait till the proper time fire- 
before they set fire to the trains of their vessels, 
and among whom we can name captains Newcome 
of the Beaver, and Joyce of the Lyra, and lieutenant weu.^ 
John Cookesley of the Gibraltar, were exposed to 
imminent danger in their endeavours to regain the 
advanced frigates. They had to pull against a 
strong tide and rough sea, which nearly swamped 
many of the boats; and they were also endangered 
by flights of rockets, many of the latter, from having 
been placed in the rigging of the fire-ships, taking 
a direction quite difterent from that intended. 

The boats of the fleet, under the direction of rear- Reason 
adnairal Stopford, had been ortJered to support the 
fire-ships, and were assembled accordingly alongside “ot 
df the Cmsar; but, judging from the boisterous porting 
state of the weather that their services would not 
be required, the rear-admiral did not proceed with ablps. 
them. He was so far correct that, although the 
fourth and fifth divisions of the french boats had 



156 BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 

1809 been ordered to the boom, there to wait until 2 

nearly the whole of them, owing to the stre n^ ' of 
subii- the wind and tide, were obliged to put backl'^^P^'k 
mUy of as was the night, the sky soon became illuminated 
scene, hy the glare of so many vast fires ; and, what with 
the flashes of the guns from the forts and retreating 
ships, the flight of shells and rockets from the fire- 
vessels, and the reflection of the rays of light from 
the bright sides of the french ships in the back- 
ground, a scene was formed, peculiarly awful and 
sublime. But such was the strength of the wind 
at the commencement of the attack, that, in the 
british fleet, not even the explosions, loud as they 
were, could be heard. One of their early effects, 
however, was to lull the breeze considerably. What 
other effects the fire and explosion-vessels produced, 
we shall proceed to relate, as well as we can collect 
the facts from the published and other accounts. 

French At 9 h. 30 m. p. M., according to the time kept by 
count the Indienne, a floating body at the boom, in the di- 
of the rection of her starboard cat-head, blew up with a 
of the tremendous explosion, but, although distant only 110 
expio- or 120 yards from the frigate, did not, as we are 
vessels, told, do her the slightest injury. ,.The words of cap- 
tain Protean in his journal are : J’ etais dans cette 
position, a trois encablatures et demie de mon 
escadre, I’amiral dans mes eaux, lorsque nous distin- 
guames a 9 heures et demie, sous notre bossoir de 
tribord, un corps flottant a I’estacade. L’explosion 
s’en fit tout-a-coup et vomit quantit6 de fusees arti- 
ficielles, grenades, et obus, qui ^clatferent en Pair 
sans nous faire le moindre mal, cependant nous n’en 
etions qu’a une demie-encablature.’’ What then be- 
comes of the statemeR* of Mr. Fairfax, the master of 
lord Gambler’s fleet, that the explosion-vessel blew 
up at ** about a mile” from the enemy ? What grounds 
had he for fearing, that he should be blown up, in- 
stead of the enemy, when he admits that the Lyra, 
the vessel he was on board of, lay two cables’ length 
tp-windward of the explosion- vessel, while the In- 
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dienne, who escaped unhurt, lay only half a cable 
to-l^eward of her ?* In 10 minutes more, a second 
ves^Bxploded, also on the boom, and almost under 
the fcipwsprit of the Indienne. We may observe, in 
mssing, that, although in point of absolute time the 
Indienne and Imp6rieuse differ by an hour and 10 
minutes, in relative time they agree exactly. This 
last explosion is described to have been more loud 
and appalling than the first, and to have covered the 
frigate with a shower of fire ; and yet we are not 
informed of any injury that she sustained. It is there- 
fore true, as lord Cambier has stated, that “ the 
blast of the explosion-vessels, under lord Cochrane’s 
immediate direction, did not take place by any means Eto- 
so near to the enemy’s ships as his lordship had pro- “mprM- 
jected.”-]- But it was not because the fusees had been 
fired two early, as stated by lord Garabier’s wit- ing the 
nesses, nor because the fusees had burnt too rapidly, 
as generally understood, but because the boom had ure m 
interposed to stop the progress of the vessels. When 
the Indienne’s officer on the forecastle discovered sion- 
the floating body, it was already, at, not advancing ''®“®** 
towards, the boom. Had this boom been away, 
another half minute would have carried the vessel 
amidst the line of frigates ; and then, what would 
have been the effect of the blast j that blast followed 
in 10 minutes by a second, which was even greater 
and more terrific than the first ? At 9 h. 45 m. p. m. 
the Mediator broke through the boom, and, as well 
as the, ships with her, was instantly fired at by the 
french ships, the shot of the line-of-battle ships pass- 
ing between the masts of, and no doubt injuring, 
the frigates in advance. The latter presently cut 
their cables. The Hortense, making sail, passed 
to-windward of many of the fire-ships, and dis- 
charged several broadsides into them. This frigate 
and her two consorts then retreated to the rear of the 
line-of-battle ships. Of these, the first boarded by 

* See Minutes, &c. pp. 177, 178. 

t Ibid. p. 131. 
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1809. a fire>ve 8 sel was the R^gulus, with whom a large 
brig, in full combustion, is represented to have been 
gmppled for a quarter of an hour ; and yet tho«^hch 
74 escaped, as far as it appears, without any ttlate- 
rial injury, except some slight damage occasioned by 
N"' running foul of the Tourville. The Oc6an was also 
cape o*f grappled by a fire-ship ; the particulars of which we 
atot-'* words of one of her own officers, as 

rai’s extracted from the translated copies of several in- 
ship, tercepted letters, with a sight of which we have been 
favoured. “ A frigate fire-ship was directing her 
course towards the Ocean. We veered out several 
fathoms of our north-west cable, but the vessel was 
still nearing us. The Regulus had just cut her 
cables, and was endeavouring to get clear of a vessel 
which threatened to burn her. This movement of 
the Regulus obliged us to cut our north-west cable. 
We set the rnizen topsail to the mast to assist the 
ship ,* but, as soon as we brought up by our south- 
east anchor, three fire-vessels made towards us. 
What was to be done? We were obliged to cut 
this cable also, hoist the foretopmast staysail, 
loose the foresail, and steer so as to avoid the 
Palles, the bank of rocks on which the Jean-Barlwas 
lost. At 10 we grounded ; and immediately after- 
wards a fire-ship, in the height of her combustion, 
grappled us athwart our stern. For 10 minutes that 
she remained in this situation, we employed every 
means in our power to prevent the fire from catching 
our ship. Our engines played upon and completely 
wetted the poop : with spars we hove off the fire- 
ship, and with axes we cut the lashings of her grap- 
nels fastened to the end of her yards ; but the chevaux 
de frise on her sides held her firmly to us. In this 
deplorable situation we thought we must be burnt, 
a8 the flames from the fire-ship covered the whole of 
FrenA our poop. Two of our line-of-battle-ships, the Ton- 
LlvL nerre and Patriote, at this time fell on board of usi 
*round broke her bowsprit in our starboard main 

‘ rigging, and destroyed our main channels. Provi- 
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denoe now aided us. Just as the firei-ship athwart 
our iStern began to drive forward along our star-, 
boar#8ido> the Tonnerre separated herself from usi 
Unlew this had happened, the firership would have 
fallen into the angle formed by the two ships, and 
would infallibly have burnt them. , The fire* vessel 
having drifted as far forward as to be under our boWr 
sprit, we held her there some time, in order to 
afford time to the Tonnerre and Patriote to get out of 
her reach. While this fire-vessel was on board of 
us we let the cocks run, in order to drown the ma« 
gazine, but the flow of water was too slow for the 
purpose. We lost 50 men at least, through their 
zealous exertions to disengage the fire-ships : they 
fell into the sea and were drowned ; but our boate 
saved a number of others. A short time after we 
had so fortunately escaped being burnt, another fire- 
vessel was making for our starboard quarter: we 
fired our broadside and cut away her mainmast. 
This fortunately occasioned her to wear, and she 
passed close alongside of us. All the remainder of 
the night we were surrounded by vessels on fire. 
Our guns were constantly firing, even on english 
boats towing some of the fire-vessels. The one that 
grappled us on the p8op was towed by a boat, manned 
with 15 or 16 men: we fired on her and obliged her to 
let go the tow. In this disastrous night, the Cassard 
had five men killed and 15 mortally wounded by a 
shot from one of the fire-ships.” 

In the narrow escape of the french adnliral^s ship, 
as here faithfully depicted by one who was on board 
of her, we may form a tolerable idea of what must 
have been the situation of several of the others. 
Such, in fact, was the terror naturally inspired by 
the fleet of flaming bodies approaching, that every 
french ship, except the Foudroyant, cut or slipped 
her cables and went adrift. The Cassard, however, 
brought up again in the road, at the distance of about 
500 yards ahead of the. Foudroyant; who had, wd 
believe, cut hermorth^west cable, and was now riding 



J60f , » BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 

1809. by, ber south-east one. By midnight the whole of 
the remaining 13 french ships were agrou^d.^, and 
Uie following were their situations at daylight the 
12th, as described by the French themselves. 
tioToi Ocean lay in the mud at the distance of a full 

n^.° , half mile to the. east-south-east of the anchorage in 
Aix road. Having on board, in common with the 
other ships, a quantity of provisions for the supply of 
the colony to which she had been destined, the Oc^an 
was very deep, drawing not less perhaps than 28 or 
29 feet. Hence she grounded while still in a part 
of Aix road, and not on the Palles shoal, as was 
thought to have been the case. This accounts for 
M. Allemaud dating his official letter of the 12th 
a bord du vaisseau I’Oc^an en rade de Tile 
d’Aix.” 

Of rest jYt about 500 yards to the south-west of the 
french Ocean, upon a rocky bed named Charenton, lay the 
fleet. Varsovie and Aquilon, and close to them, but upon 
somewhat better ground, the Regulus and Jemmappes. 
The Tonnerre, with her head to the south-east, lay 
on a hard bottom about 200 yards to the eastward 
of the rock of Pontra, and bore north-west of 
Isle Madame, situated on the south-west side of the 
entrance to the Charente, and i^orth-east of the isle 
of Enette, which forms the northern extremity of the 
opposite side of the same river. This ship, since 
2 A. M., had thrown all her guns overboard except 
10 of her 36-pounders, and had cut away her main- 
mast ; but nothing could save her, as she had already 
bilged. At some djstance to the south-west of the 
Tonnerre, nearly on the extremity of the Palles in that 
direction, and close to the wreck of the Jean-Bart, 
lay the Calcutta, with her head to the south-east. 
The Calcutta first took the ground at 11 h. 30 in. p. m., 
floated again at 1 a. m., and soon afterwards grounded 
a second time upon the rocky bottom on which she 
at this time lay. The Patriote and Tourville lay on 
the mud off Isle Madame, and at no great distance 
from the channel of the Charente. With respect to 
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the fouT frigates, the Indienne' lay aboot three qbar« 
tej^ 40 f a mile to the eastward bf the Odban_,upoti the 
Pointe Aiguille, near Euette isle. The 
Elbe 'and Hortense lay upon the Fontenfelles, and 
the Pallas upon the mud off the little fort 6 f Barques, 
just at the entrance of the Charente. 

All the grounded ships, especially the six on the 
hard, part of the Palles, were more or less upon the heel, 
heel ; and most of them, from the nature of the 
ground on which they lay, were in a very desperate 
situation. So that, although the fire-vessels of the 
British had not caused the immediate destruction of 
a single ship of the french fleet, they had left nearly 
the whole of the ships in a comparatively defenceless 
state ; exposed, if promptly acted upon, to an attack 
of a different description, anattackmore conformable 
to the rules of regular warfare, and more congenial 
to what is usually the prevailing spirit on board a 
british fleet. 

From her proximity to the scene of disaster, the JPJgJ 
Irnperieuse was the first british ship to observe, and signal* 
the first to communicate to the commander in chief, fiencu^ 
the grounded state of the french ships. The falling sWp». 
tide obliged the Irnperieuse, at daylight, to weigh and 
stand out. Lord Cochrane then made the following 
telegraphic signals to the Caledonia, the distance of 
whose anchorage from the grounded ships was just 12 
miles. At 5 h. 48 m. a. m. " Half the fleet can de- 
stroy the enemy; seven on shore.” At 6 h. 40 m. 

Eleven on shore.” At 7 h. 40 m. Only tWo 
afloat.” At 9 h. 30 m. Enemy preparing to heaVe 
oflF.” As soon as the tide suited, which was at 10 a. m., 
the Irnperieuse returned and reafichored close to 
the Boyart shoal, the south part of Isle d’Aix 
bearing south-east by east; which was nearly on the 
same spot from which the frigate had a few hours 
before weighed. 

Immediately after the last telegraphic sigiial 
the Irnperieuse, Lord Gambier telegraphed the fleet, tier*' , 
“ Prepare With shee^t and spare anchors out of stern 

VOL. V. M 
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ports^ Hod springs ready ” At 9 h. 35 m. a. m, ihd 
british admiral made the signal for the fleet to 
cates but suspended the execution of that signal by msl^lg 
tentloii hpofi^^r, calling all captains on board the Caledonia, 
to at- As soon as the conference was ended, the captains 
returned to their ships; and at 10 h. 45m. a., m., 
ships, according to the average time noted down in the logs 
of the different ships, the fleet got under way. At 
Weighs 11 h. 30 m. a. m. the fleet reanchored, in 12 and 13 
rc"m- futhoras’ water, at the distance of three miles from 
ehors the flagstaff on Isle d’Aix, and consequently of 
10*^6 f^l>Qut six miles from the grounded french ships. The 
enemy. reasQD, officially assigned by the admiral, for an- 
phoring at so great a distance was, that the wind 
blew fresh from the northward, and, combined with 
the strength of the flood-tide, rendered it hazardous 
to run into Aix roads ; but, according to the evi- 
dence of captain Broughton examined at lord Gam- 
bier’s court-martial, his lordship was induqed to* 
anchor so far ofl‘, because, as the enemy were on 
shore, he did not think it necessary to run any unne- 
cessary risk of the fleet, when the object of their 
destruction seemed to be already obtained.”* 

As a further proof that the british admiral, what- 
ever may have been his original intention, had now 
abandoned the idea of employing the fleet to cannon- 
ade the works on Isle d’Aix, or the french ships 
aground on the Palles shoal, lord Gambier did not 
inuke the customary signal for the ships to get 
springs on their cables, and be ready to anchor by 
the stern, because that signal (No, 14) began by 
calling upon the ships to “ prepare for battle.” He 
therefore had recourse to the telegraph, as the only 
uciies of making the latter part of the signal with- 

tiie ont ;the former. The admiral did, however, direct 
and %^tna bomb, covered by the gun-brigs Insolent, 
r^sto Growler, to proceed towards Aix road, 

take a position for bombarding the grounded 

gfounH 
ed ^ 

Biupt; ^ 


* Minutee, &c, p. 32?. 
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french ships ; and captain Bligh was directed to take 
mid^ his orders the Valiant, Bellona, and Revenge, ApriL 
alsi4 the frigates and sloops, and to anchor them 
as close as possible to the Boyart shoal, to be 
ready to support the bomb-vessel and gun-brigs. 
While therefore the latter, as they had been ordered, 
stood on towards the road of Aix, the Valiant and 
her division came to an anchor about a mile nearer 
to the grounded ships than the spot at which the 
Caledonia and the remainder of the line-of-battle 
ships were then lying. 

This movement on the part of the british 
auguring an immediate attack, the’Foudroyant and french 
Cassard, who had been since daylight getting up 
their topmasts, cut their cables and made sail for the La 
Charente, the latter at 45 minutes past noon, and the 
former in a few minutes afterwards ; but, in attempt- cim- 
ing to ascend the river, the two ships grounded on the 
shoal at its entrance, very near to the castle of F ouras. 

In the mean time, as the tide flowed, all the ships 
that had previously grounded began to get upright, 
and their crews to exert themselves anew to float them 
off the bank. The water and provisions were started, 
many of the guns and much of the ammunition 
thrown overboard, and anchors laid out for warping. 
Since 6 a. m. the Oc6an had carried out a stream- 
anchor, with six cables. At about 2 p. m., by similar 
means, the Patriote, R%ulus, and Jemmappes 
succeeded in getting afloat, but grounded again 
On the muddy shoal at the entrance of the Charente, 

By the time it became nearly high water, the Oc6an 
also got afloat, and moved herself about 700 yards 
nearer to the channel of the river, where she was 
again stopped by the mud. 

Seeing the french ships thus gradually getting 
bfeyond the reach of attack, whereby the whole object 
of the enterprise would be defeated, and observing, 
in particular, that the three nearest ships, the Cw- 
cutta, Aquilon, and Varsovie, w'ere laying out anchors 
and hawsers for the purpose of effecting a similar 
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1809. removal, lord Cochrane, at 1 p. m., just as’the^tiMi 
ajSl and the three gun-brigs had rim past him, got i^er 
imp6- wayTvith the Imperieuse, who had previously ^Ve 
rieuse short, and, without any order or signal to that effect, 
and* * dropped down towards the enemy. At 1 h. 30 m, 
stands ^ jj ^^6 frigate set her topsails, and stood directly 
freuch for the group of grounded ships on the Palles. Con* 
ships, oeiving, now, that no serious attack was intended 
to be made upon these ships, which were setting 
signal their sails to assist in forcing them off the shoal, lord 
for as- Cochrane made the signal No. 405, The enemy’s 
ance. ships are getting under sail and in 10 minutes 
afterwards, or at 1 h. 40 m. p. m., finding no attention 
paid to that, he caused to be hoisted the signal 
No. 378, The enemy is superior to the chasing 
ship.” At 1 h. 45 ra. this was followed by No, 364, 
The ship is in distress and requires to be assisted 
immediately.” The latter was the point aimed at ; but 
there was no disuniting the signal without having 
recourse to the tedious operation of the telegraph. 
At 1 h. 50 m. p. M. the Imperieuse shortened sail, 
french and fired a shot at the Calcutta ; and at 2 p. m. 
anchored on the Palles shoal in five fathoms, veered 
to half a cable and kept fast the .spring. Her star* 
board broadside being thus brought to bear upon the 
Calcutta’s starboard quarter, the Imperieuse com- 
menced her fire upon that ship, and occasionally, with 
her starboard forecastle and bow guns, upon the 
Varsovie and Aquilon. • At 2 h. 10 m., finding that 
the shot from the 24 and 18 pounder carronades of 
the Insolent, Growler, and Conflict, were dropping 
outside of the Imperieuse, and that even the shot 
from the heavier carronades of the Beagle, which 
brig had since anchored rather within the line taken 
Lord gun-brigs, were not producing any visible 

Coch- eifect, lord Cochrane wished to order them to come 
and the closer in; but, the signal making no distinction 
ships and brigs, the iEtna would also feel 
of him! bound to obey it, and she was in a proper situation 
for throwing her shells. In this emergency, thn 
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captain of the Imperieuse adopted an expedient more! 
decisive than courteous : he ordered the maiudeck 
gui^ of the frigate to be fired at, or near to^ the 
brigs. . They were so ; and the latter took the hint, 
and dropped down to a more effective position, but 
still kept outside of the Imperieuse. 

At a few minutes past 2 p. m., finding that the^^j^ 
Imperieuse was warmly engaged with the enemy^s wer de- 
ships, lord Gambier made the signal for the Inde- J^*f^**g 
fatigable, then at anchor with the advanced squadron to assist 
near the Boyart shoal, to weigh. Accordingly, at 
2 h. 15 m. p. M., this frigate got under way, and, . 
agreeably to a signal to that effect, stood for' the 
Imperieuse ; but, the wind though fair being light, 
and the ebb-tide making, the Indefatigable proceeded 
very slowly, although carrying royal and topgallant 
studding-sails. Shortly after the Indefatigable had 
weighed, the remaining frigates and smaller vessels 
did the same, and stood after her; and at about 
2 h. 30 m. p. M. the Valiant and Revenge, by signal 
from the admiral, got also under way, and proceeded 
in the direction of the firing. 

In the mean time the Imperieuse continued en- Caicut- 
gaging the Calcutta ; and at 3 h. 20 m. p.'m., on the leiXre 
near approach of the Indefatigable and other frigates, 
the crew of the Imperieuse cheered them. At that 
moment, finding that the Calcutta had ceased firing, 
and that the Frenchmen were abandoning her, lord 
Cochrane sent a midshipman and boat’s crew to take 
possession. At [about 3 h. 30 m. p. m. the Indefati- ship* 
gable anchored on the inner or starboard quarter ofa^ur 
flhe Imperieuse, and, until hailed by lord Cochrane 
^d informed that the Calcutta had struck, directed anchor 
her fire at the latter. The Indefatigable then turned 
her foremost guns upon the Varsovie ; and the Aigle, tueir 
Emerald, and Unicom presently took their stations 
ahead of the Indefatigable. Shortly afterwards the 
ValianU Revenge and Pallas came up and anchored; 
the last ahead of the other frigates, the Valiant close 
Astern of the Indefatigable, and the Revenge about 
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1809. 600 or 800 yards to the north-east of the Imperieuse.' 
Thus anchored with springs, in the form of a cresojent, 
aroulid the grounded french ships, the british sMpS 
opeiied upon them a heavy and destructive fire. The 
fire upon the Calcutta expelled the boat of the Im- 
p^rieuse, and was continued until another boat from 
the latter boarded some of the frigates and informed 
them that the french ship had surrendered. 

Gaiknt Determined to show that his object in anchoring 
riour where he had, was not to avoid close action, captain 
New-* Newcome, when he weighed, gallantly ran in between 
come, the Indefatigable and the wreck of the Jean-Bart. 
There dropping her anchor, the Beagle opened aheavy 
fire upon the grounded french ships. Finding, after 
a while, that his rudder was almost coming in con- 
tact with the wreck of the Jean-Bart, and that the 
Beagle was in considerable danger from the fire of 
the Indefatigable, captain Newcome got under way 
and made sail for the stern of the Aquilon. On arriv- 
ing within pistol-shot of the french 74, the Beagle 
opened upon her a well-directed and destructive fire, 
render Having Sustained the cannonade of the many ships 
of Var- opposed to them, without the means of using more 
® ® than their stern-chase guns, the V arsovie and Aquilon, 
Aqui- at 5 h. 30 rn. v. m., made the token of submission by 
each showing a union jack in her mizen chains. 
At this moment the Theseus, having weighed from 
Basque roads by signal at 3 h. 30 m. p. m., anchored 
Btruc- between the Revenge and Valiant, At 6 p. m, the 
Tonnerre, who lay just out of range of the nearest 
nerre. b^itish ship, the Revenge, was set on fire by her 
officers and crew, all of whom landed safe upon Isle 
Madame ; and at 7 h. 30 m. p. m. the ship exploded. 
The Calcutta appears to have been set on fire by 
Also of the midshipman of the Irap^rieuse without orders, 
cutta. about 8 h. 30 m. p. m. blew up with a tre- 

mendous explosion, her hold containing an immense 
quantity of powder and other ordnance-stores. 

The only british ships that sustained any loss in 
this attack were the Revenge and Imperieuse. The 
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Revenge had one seaman and two marines killed^ IS09* 
and one lieutenant, (James Garland,) five seatfeenApJ^ 
and nine marines wounded ; two of them mortally, 
and nearly the whole with contusions. The ship 
had her bowsprit severely wounded, a great part of 
her running rigging and sails cut to pieces, five 
planks of the quarterdeck cut through and a beam S? * 
carried away ; besides which a number of shot had 
struck different parts of her hull. The damage in 
the hull, and the killed and wounded, are stated to 
have been caused by the fire of the batteries on 
Isle d’Aix, and the cut rigging by the fire of the 
Aquilon and Varsovie. 

The loss sustained by the Imperieuse consisted of 
three seamen killed, her surgeon’s assistant,(Gilbert,) 
purser, (Mark Marsden,) seven seamen, and two 
marines wounded. The frigate received several shot 
in the hull, and had her masts, rigging, and sails a 
good deal cut : both loss qnd damage principally the 
effects of the fire of her three antagonists on the 
Palles, especially of the Calcutta. The Indefatiga- 
ble and Beagle, although they escaped without loss, 
received more or less of damage in their masts and 
yards from the enemy’s shot. It is remarkable that, 
although the batteries of Isle d’Aix and of Sau- effect 
monard on the isle of Oleron kept up a constant fire of the 
of shot and shells, the Revenge and Indefatigable 
were the only british vessels of the 14 engaged that 
suffered from it : the damage to the Indefatigable, 
indeed, was merely a wounded topmast. 

With respect to the french loss in this attack, our^®“®" 
information is not of the most certain kind, The sid^ 
Calcutta is described to have had her hull riddled 
before any assistance came to the Imperieuse, and 
to have lost, out of a crew of 230 men, none lulled, 
but 12 badly wounded. The captain of the Aquilon 
appears to have been killed, as he was sitting by the 
side of lord Cochrane in the boat of the Imperieuse, 
by a shot from one of the Tonnerre’s guns, which 
accidentally went off while that ship was burning. 
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I809i ThO Aqmlon’s loss on board was inconsiderable, o wiBg,i 
aSijjjt was stated, to captain Maingan, when he found 
h^<Gould not return the enemy’s fire, very prudently 
directing his officers and men to lie down^ The 
Varsovie lost upwards of 100 in killed and wounded 
together. The Oc^an sent her boats to save the 
crew of this ship, but the grape-shot from the british 
ships prevented the boats from getting alongside*! 

The discrepancies that occur in the time kept by 
the british ships, and oi|r inability to remedy the 
evil by a reference to the minutes kept by the french 
cia'si prevent us from applying to any very useful 

tuation purpose, the following translated extract from ,the 
letter written by the officer of the Ocean : During 
this action, (that with the grounded ships,) we 
fired some of our guns from the stern. The flood 
having borne our ship up for a short time, we ran 
her on shore a few cables’ lengths further up. An 
english ship of the line tried to come to an anchor 
under our stern ; but she touched the ground, and 
was with great difficulty got off. Had this not 
happened, we should have been cannonaded in a 
pretty style.” We cannot discover that any of the 
british line-of-battle ships sent into Aix road had an 
intention to molest the Ocean ; but the ship alluded 
to was undoubtedly the Revenge. This ship, how- 
ever, did not actually take the ground : she only 
stirred up the mud with her keel. One fact is cer- 
tein. The Ocean, at the time she was thus me- 
naced, or supposed to be menaced, with an english 
line-of-battle ship’s raking fire, had retired from a 
spot nearly half a mile nearer to the british fleet, i 
on which exposed spot the french three-decker, 
had lain aground since long before daylight ; where, 
for four or five hours, the ship was heeling very, 
much ; and where, in short, a couple of well-handled, 
frigates, one on each quarter, might have nearly 
destroyed her. , . , 

Even after this opportunity bad been lostj fiv& 
french line-of-battle ships and one frigate were still 
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assailable^eitherby fire-ships, or by frigates, gun-brigs, 
and bomb-vessels. Those ships were the Oc6an, 
Cassard, R^gulus, Jemmappes, TourvilJe, and Indi- want 
enne, all lying aground at the mouth of the Charente. 
Unfortunately, there having been no reserve of fire- fire-““ 
ships, the fleet was now without any, and the only ®*‘*p>* 
bomb-vessel present was the iEtna. However, three 
transports were hastily converted into fire-ships } 
and at 5 h. 30 m. p. m. rear-admiral Stopford got 
under way with the Caesar^ and, accompanied by the 
three fire-ships, and the launches of the fleet fitted 
to throw Congreve rockets, stood towards Aix road, 
receiving from the batteries of Aix and of Oleron, a 
spirited but inefifectual fire. At 7 h. 46 m. p. m., 

Isle d^Aix bearing from north to north-northreast, 
the Caesar struck on what was supposed to be 
the south-eastern extremity of the Boyart shoal. As 
it was nearly low water, the Caesar did not float 
again until 10 h. 30 m. p. m.; when she swung to the 
stream-anchor which had been let go. .The Valiant British 
had grounded about half an hour earlier than the ground 
Caesar, and got afloat a few minutes later, equally 
without damage. Neither the Theseus nor the 
Revenge appear to have grounded at all. Upon 
weighing frpm her first anchorage, which she did 
shortly after the Theseus had brought up astern 
of her, the Revenge unexpectedly kept afloat, until, 
to the surprise of her captain,* she reached a fine 
anchorage between the Boyart and Palles shoals, in 
five and a quarter fathoms’ water, at the dead of a 
sprmg-tide ebb, out of reach of shot or shell ; and 
where there was room for five or six sail of the line. 

It was in endeavouring to reach this anchorage, that 
the Valiant grounded on the edge of the Palles. The agaL 
Indefatigable and Imperieuse also grounded, but got 
off in an hour or two without damage. At about 
8 p, all the remaining frigates and brigs, except 
Ae Impferieuse, weighed, and anchored along with . 
fliC' Revenge in the Maumusson passage, 

* Minutes, Scci 
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1809. It was very near midnight before the three 

ships were ready to proceed. The wind then becam© 
Newly baffling ; and^ at 2 a. m. on the 13th^ began to blow 
fitted from the south-west, or directly out of the passage 
ships of to Aix road. Profiting by this circumstance, rear- 
no use. admiral Stopford, at 2 h. 30 m. a. m., got under way 
and made sail ; and at 4 a. m. the Caesar came to 
anchor in Little Basque roads. As the fire-ships^ 
which had been committed by the rear-admiral on his 
departure to the charge o/ captain Bligh, could not 
for the present be put in operation, nothing farther 
was done beyond setting fire to the Aquilon and 
V arsovie ; both of which ships, it is said, had the water 
up to their orlop decks. Some persons have thought, 
however, that the Varsovie, represented to have been 
one of the finest two-decked ships in the world, 
might, with a little exertion, have been saved. But 
the Varsovie, as well as the Aquilon, was, by the 
orders of captain Bligh, doomed to destruction. 

The time occupied in removing the prisoners and 
their effects, made it a few minutes past 3 a. m. 
before the -fire could be put, to the two ships. At 
rtruc- ^ flames began to ascend ; and, 

tion of not being aware that the magazines of the two ships 
i^^"‘'dWere drowned, the Imperieuse got under way, to 
Var- avoid the effects of the expected explosion t as did 
also, the three fire-ships, which, by the orders 
of captain Bligh, had removed to the anchorage of 
the Imperieuse, to be employed, when the time suited, 
under lord Cochrane’s directions. One of these, 
while working out, ran aground off Isle d’Aix, 
and remained fast ; but it does not appear that the 
few hands on board of her were either lost or made 
Effect prisoners. 

oftheir The appearance of the two flaming bodies led to 
gratlon som© extraordinary occurrences on the part of the 
tipon French.' They actually mistook the burning Varsovie 
main- and Aquilon for british fire-ships j and the Ocean, 
french Tourville, Indienne, and others of the groohded 
BhipL ships opened a cannonade upon them. This was 
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not all. The captain and crew of the Toiirville were 
so alarmed at the seeming approach of diose dread* aJS* 
ftd engines, that they abandoned their ship, without 
waiting to furl the sails, which had been set to force 
her off the shoal, or even to see that the fire, which 
had been put to the ship in two places, had be^n 
to take effect. Observing at daylight from Pointe 
des Barques, where he and his crew had landed, 
that the Tourville had neither suffered by fire from 
without, nor from within, and that the british line-of- 
battle ships and frigates were getting under way to 
return to Basque roads, captain Lacaille prepared 
to go back to his ship. In about two hours after he 
had quitted her, he was again on board with, includ- 
ing three boats’ crews that had returned from doing 
duty on board the Oc^an, about 230 officers and men, 
oot of a crew of at least 660. 

The french captain now learnt that, during his 
absence, a single british boat would have captured 
the Tourville, had it not been for the prowess of one 
of her quartermasters, who, unkno\vn to M. Lacaille, 
had remained in the ship. , We are unahie to state n*'" _ 
what ship’s boat it was that so nearly made a prize cape of 
of a french 74; for, certainly, had the officer been 
aware of the abandoned state of the Tourville, aviiie 
resolute attack must have been crowned with success. 

The following is a summary of the french quarter- 
master’s story. His name was Eugene-Joseph Re- 
main Bourgeois, and his age 31 years. Being 
resolved to stand by his ship to the last, he crept 
from the boat into which he had been ordered to 
embark, unperceived, through one of the Tourville’s 
lowerdeck ports. As soon as the boats had all 
pushed off, he began constructing a raft, in case the 
two supposed fire-vessels should grapple the Tour- 
ville; or that the fire, which had been put to the ship 
in two places, should take effect. He had just com- 
pleted his' raft, when an enemy’s boat approached 
the Tourville. He hailed the boat twice ; and, re-- 
ceiving no reply, fired off the musket which the 



172 ■ BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 

1800.’ sentry nt the gangway had in his haste thrown.doFra. 
Theboatreturned the fire; but the intrepid Bourgeois 
was not to be so daunted : he ran to the captain^s 
cabin, and, taking an armful of muskets from the rack, 
discharged 20 of them in quick succession. This had 
the desired effect, and the boat pulled away. After 
he had been on board about an hour, he discovered, 
lying on the lower deck, three of his shipmates, 
drunk and insensible. Shortly afterwards three of the 
Tourville’s boats arrived from on board the Ocean ; 
and a young midshipman-volunteer, (aspirant de pre- 
miere classe,) named Marinier, took the command 
of the 30 men now present, and made suitable * pre- 
parations for defending the ship : indeed, every man 
of this little band is represented to have sworn to 
defend the Tourville to the utmost of his power. 
British 5 agreeably to a signal made by rear- 
quit* admiral Stopford, captain Bligh got under way with 
rieSse Valiant, Theseus, and Revenge, and was fol- 
except lowed by the Indefatigable, Unicorn, Aigle, and 
BMgie, Emerald. While the Imperieuse, in her way to the 
&c. anchoragepshe was about to take up, was passing 
within hail of the Indefatigable, lord Cochrane pro- 
posed to captain Rodd, that, if the Indefatigable 
would go on one quarter of the Ocean, the Imperieuse 
would take the other. Captain Rodd declined to do 
so; allegingas his reason, that the Indefatigable’s main 
topmast had a shot through it, that her draught of 
water was too great for the service in contemplation, 
and that he should not be justified in acting without 
orders, in the presence of two superior officers, cap- 
tains Bligh and Beresford. At 6 a. m. the Impe- 
rieuse anchored in the Maumusson passage ; and at 
fih. 30 m. A. M. the Pallas passed under sail, on her 
way to Basque roads after the other ships. Captain 
Seymour hailed the Imperieuse, to know whether or 
not -he should remain. Lord Cochrane directed him 
to do , 80 , if he, captain Seymour, had received no 
orders to the contrary. The Pallas immediately 
anchored ; and the Beagle and gun-brigs followed 
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her example. At 8 a. m., which was as early as the 
tide suited, lord Cochrane despatched the brigs and 
bomb-vessel to attack the nearest french ships ^Etna 
aarround at the entrance of the Charente ; meaning 
to follow with the two frigates, if the water, which auSk 
happened not to be the case, should prove sufficient. 

At 11 A. M. the Beagle, .^tna. Conflict, Contest, 
Encounter, Fervent, Growler, the rocket schooner 
Whiting, and the two rocket cutters Nimrod and 
King-George, coming to anchor, opened their fire 
upon the Ocean, Regulus, and Indienne, as those ships 
lay aground. The Ocean, during the preceding night, 
had landed all her boys, and the greater part of her 
soldiers : the faint-hearted (hommes pleureux) of her 
crew had also been allowed the same indulgence. This 
left on board just 600 officers and men, determined 
to defend their ship to the last extremity. Since 
daylight the third tier of water had been started, 
the shifting ballast, 100 barrels of flour, and a great 
quantity of salt provisions, thrown overboard ; but 
the Ocean still remained fast. The Beagle, in the pro!“"^ 
most gallant manner, took a position, in 16 feet water, 

(her draught was 12i feet forward, and very nearly Beagle. 
15 feet abaft,) upon the french three-decker’s stern and 
quarter, and engaged her for five hours. The Ocean 
returned the fire with her eight stern-chasers ; from 
which, although her two poop-carronades from being 
overheated had upset early in the action, she is 
represented to have fired 260 36-pound shot, 340 
2^ounders, and 380 12-pounders. 

The Beagle appears to have borne the brunt of 
the engagement. At all events, that brig suffered 
more than any one of her consorts ; having had her 
hull struck in several places, her main yard and main 
topmast shot through, and her standing and running 
rigging very much injured. The Beagle did not, 
however, sustain any loss of men ; none at least that 
has been recorded. The bomb-vessel and gun-brigs 
^80 appear to have escaped without loss, as well aa 
without any material damage j except that the JEtnu# 
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1809. as was now become an invariable case, had split her 
13<inch mortar. At the time that the flotilla ceased 
firing, the Ocean and R^gulus, it being then high 
water, were preparing to push further up the 
Charente. At 4 p. m., the tide then failing, the Beagle 
and her consorts weighed and worked back to their 
former anchorage, exposed, during a part of the 
time, to a heavy fire from the batteries on Isle 
d’Aix ; but which, nevertheless, appears not to have 
injured any one of the british vessels. 

Among the damages sustained by the Ocean in 
this attack, was a 32-pound shot (one of the Beagle’s) 
by thu through the mizenmast to the spindle, spanker- 
attack. boom cut in two, six main and two mizen shrouds 
cut through, maintopsail yard badly wounded, and 
two chain plates and all three topgallant yards shot 
away.' The hull Jiad also been struck by several 
shot and pieces of shell, and even the decks in 
many places ripped up. But, notwithstanding this 
heavy damage, the Ocean had only one killed, a 
young midshipman while standing near the admiral 
at the commencement of the action. M. Alleraand 
immediately ordered all the hands, not wanted at 
the stern-chase guns, to go below. Owing to this 
wise precaution, no other life was lost, and only a 
few men slightly wounded. The Regulus was at 
too great a distance to be much annoyed by shot, 
especially when discharged from carronades. Three 
shells, however, fell on board of her ; and one of 
them went through all her decks, and burst in the 
hold. Her loss we are unable to state. The Indi- 
enne had only three men wounded; one with his 
thigh shot off. Several shot, however, are repre- 
sented to have struck the frigate’s masts. The Cas- 
sard, Jemmappes, and Tourville appear likewise to 
have had a slight share in this engagement, but were 
too distant to suffer from it. 

While this action was going on, the Imperieuse and 
Pallas lay at the anchorage, unable, from the streu^h 
and direction of the wind and the velocity of Ine 
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tide, to advance with safety to the attack of the 
grounded ships. At noon the Doterel, F oxhound, and 
Kedpole, and two more rocket-vessels, from Basque i,„pA- 
roads, joined lord Cochrane, and anchored along with 
the two frigates. By these vessels lord Cochrane re- c'd by 
ceived both a public and a private letter from lord 
Gambler. The public one directs lord Cochrane to Wer. 
make an attempt upon the Ocean, with the bomb and 
rocket vessels, but expresses a strong doubt about 
the success of the attack. Lord Cochrane is tlien 
ordered to come to Basque roads as soon as the 
tide turns. The private letter states thus: “ You 
have done your part so admirably, that I will not 
suffer you to tarnish it by attempting impossibilities, 
which I think, as well as those captains who have 
come from you, any further efforts to destroy those 
ships would be. You must therefore join as soon as 
you can with the bomb, &c., as I wish for some 
information which you allude to, before I close my 
despatches.” To the first or public letter, lord 
Cochrane replied : “ I have just had the honour to 
receive your lordship’s letter. We can destroy the 
ships which are on shore, which I hope your lordship 
will approve of.” Either a few minutes before or 
after the receipt of lord Gambier^s letter, it was 
considered on board the Imperieuse that her signal 
of recall was made by the Caledonia. The Imp6- 
rieuse answered the supposed signal, (for it is 
doubtful if it was made,) and telegraphed that the 
enemy could be destroyed. It was shortly after this 
that the Beagle, ^Etna, and smaller vessels rcan- 
chored along with the Imperieuse and Pallas. 

On the 14th, at 2 h. 30 m. a. m., by throwing over- 
board the chief part of her guns and other heavy 
materials, the Tourville got afloat and entered the 
Charente ; but, presently afterwards, through the 
alleged carelessness of her pilot, the ship ran on shore 
on the opposite side of the river, off the town of 
Pouras and close to the wreck of one of the largest 
ef th« fire-i^ips, probably the Mediator. The 
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1809. Ocean was equally unsuccessful in her efforts to get 
into the channel, and grounded on the same side of 
the river as the Tourville ; but the Patriote, Hor- 
tense, Elbe, and Pallas were more fortunate, and 
ascended the Charente beyond the reach of danger, 
rtifcres ^ Imp6rieuse, it is admitted, was 

irtipJ-* recalled by signal from the Caledonia ; which signal 
rieusc. ^jgQ directed lord Cochrane to communicate with 
captain Wolfe of the Aigle, who had been ordered 
to supersede his lordship in the command of the 
Aix flotilla. At noon the Aigle joined the Imperieuse; 
and at 4 h. 30 m. p. m,, in compliance with the ^ad- 
miral’s orders, the latter weighed and stood towards 
Lusfor roads. On the 15th the Imperieuse sailed for 

Eng- England, having on board captainsir Harry Neale with 
land. Gambier’s despatches. About an hour previous 
to the departure of the Imperieuse from the anchorage 
in the Maumusson passage, the iEtna and five of the 
brigs had proceeded to attack the Regulus, Tndienne, 
bi'm' other ships in their vicinity. The bombard- 

bH- ment and cannonade continued until 7 p. m., and only 
ceased then because the iEtna had consumed all her 
ships. 10-inch shells. Very little effect appears to have 
been produced on either side by this engagement. 
During its progress, the Jemmappes had cleared 
herself and run up the river. i 

Oc^■an In consequence of the strong - north- west winds 
ceedsin had been blowing, the French expected that 
getting the tide of the 15th would be of an extraordinary 
attoat. tp^ prepare for this, the Ocean threw over- 

board the whole of her thirddeck guns, half of 
those on her first deck, and four 24-pounders from 
her middle deck. As soon as the ship began to 
feel the flood-tide, a great strain was hove upon the 
cables which had been laid out the day before, and 
the driver and all the after sails were set, to bring 
the ship’s head to the wind, which still blew strong 
from the north-west. At 2 a. m. the Ocean felt the 
canvass, and got out of her bed. The head-sails 
were then set, the cables cut, and the french three- 
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decker moved ahead through the mud. After forcing 1809- 
her through it for 500 yards, the Ocean got into 
the fair way of the river, and at 3 h. 30 m. a. m. 
anchored off Pointe des Barques in perfect safety. 

At 4 p. M., by following the same plan as the Ocean, 
the Cassard met with the same success. So that the 
only ships that remained aground at the mouth of 
the Charente, were the Foudroyant, Regulus, In- 
dienne, and Tourville, the latter the farthest up of 
any. Against these ships no effective attack could be loef- 
made, even had the weather permitted, because statrof 
there was no bomb-vessel in the british fleet, the 
iRtna having split her 13-inch mortar and used all 
her 10-inch shells. 

On the 16th, at 10 a. m., after more than five days’ De- 
exertions, highly creditable to her commander, M. 
Protean, and his officers and crew, the Indienne Jndi- 
was set on fire, and in an hour or two blew to 
pieces. On the 17th, at 4 a. m., it being then about 
high water, the Foudroyant and Tourville extricated 
themselves and stood up the river; the latter 
anchoring oil' Pointe Vergeron, and the former a 
little below Pointe des Barques. There now re-one 
mained only the R^gulus ; and she lay, as already 
stated, on the north-east bank of the Charente, left^on 
just under the town of Fouras. 

The 18th and 19th passed, without any attempt 
to destroy this french ship. On the first day there BrUish 
was np bomb-vessel. On the second day the Thunder 
arrived, but the weather was too violent for the 
small vessels to cooperate with her. The officer of 
the Ocean, whose letter we have before quoted, 
says, under date of the 19th of April ; We begin 
to despair of getting off the Regulus, which ship is 
still in the same situation. The enemy continue in 
Isle d’Aix road to the number of 20 sail. They 
have not made any movement whatever for these 
three days ; which is a thing not at all to be under- 
stood, (ce que I’on ne con 9 oit pas bien,) for they 

VOL. V. N 
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1809. might with ease attack the Regulus, and oblige her 
crew to abandon her.” 

On the 20th the Thunder, covered by the gun- 
bom* went to attack the Regulus ; but a few dis- 

bud- charges from the former’s 13-inch mortar soon reduced 
it to the state of the ..Etna’s. The 21st and 22d 
appear to have passed inactively. On the 23d four 
giin-brigs took each on board two of the Aigle’s 
long 18-pounders^ and, with the two bomb-vessels, 
R^im- .rdStna having supplied herself with 10-inch 
hi shells from the Thunder,) used every means, during 
T^*tbe whole of the 24th, to drive the French out of 
cha- the Regulus, but without success. This was the 
last attenmt that was made ; and at daylight on the 
lord 29th the Regulus got herself afloat, and soon joined 
her companions at Rochefort. On the same day 
!“•'» admiral lord Gambier, in the Caledonia, sailed for 
Kng- England ; and Basque road soon became thinned of 
•“Id. its shipping. 

Be- Although rather a ticklish subject for a landman 
on the to handle, we shall not be deterred from submitting 
b^fire ^ observations upon the proceedings which were 
ships?" carried 'on, for the avowed purpose of destroying 
the french fleet at anchor in the road of Isle 
d’Aix. In the first place, we ask. Is it necessary 
that an attack by fire-ships should take place in the 
night? It isclear that, if the officers commanding 
those employed at Basque roads had had daylight 
to steer by, fewer of them would have failed in their 
object. To destroy the french boats at the boom, 
one or more explosion-vessels were admirably 
calculated ; but, if no boats were assembled at the 
boom, the blast, however great, could produce little 
or no effect, as is evident from the Indienne’s escaping 
comparatively unhurt, although not above 110 yards 
from the vessel that exploded ahead of her. Had it 
not been for the accidental employment of the 
Mediator as a fire-ship, it is probable that the boom 
Would have been unbroken, and then all the fire- 



LORD GAMBIEH AT BASQUE ROADS. 179 

ships, as well as the explosion-vessels, would have **®* 
expended themselves outside of it. The existence 
of a boom should have been presumed ; and one 
heavy fire-ship, or explosion-vessel if deemed pre- 
ferable, should have been sent considerably ahead 
of the others, to break it down and open a channel 
for them. The remaining fire-ships, chained in twos 
or fours, might then have proceeded, with almost a 
certainty of taking effect, admitting, as we before 
suggested, that daylight had been the time of the 
operation. Another question presents itself, appli- 
cable to either a day or a night attack. Supposing 
the attack to have been delayed until the tide had 
flowed two hours more, would not the french ships 
have grounded upon the harder parts of the shoal, 
as well as the shallower at low water, and have been 
therefore less likely to get afloat at the return of the 
tide? 

The next point for consideration is the attack Aisoon 
upon the grounded ships. It must here in justice be 
stated, that lord Gambier had not such an effective ‘'“o 
force in vessels of a light draught of water, as, 
according to the nature of the service, he ought to “'•‘p®- 
have been supplied with. In most navies a gun- 
vessel means a small vessel, carrying from one to 
four heavy long guns, capable, from the manner in 
which they are mounted, of being used on either 
side, and, from the extent of their range, of annoying 
an enemy at a considerable distance ; but, in the 
british navy, a gun-vessel, or gun-brig, is a vessel 
that carries on her broadside five or six 18-pounder 
carronades, whose effective range is scarcely two- 
thirds that of a long gun of the same caliber. Lord 
Gambier had five of this description of small-craft: 
he had also, except just as the affair ended, one, and 
only one bomb-vessel. This was not the kind of 
force which captain Keats contemplated, when in 
April, 1807, he proposed attacking the french squa- 
dron at anchor in the same road. He required small 
vessels with long guns, and that class which have 

N 2 
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1809. been in the custom of throwing 8-inch shells from 
68^ounder carronades.”’ 

Being deficient, as he undoubtedly was, in his 
force of small vessels, the admiral should have been 
more vigorous and decisive in his attack by the larger 
vessels. Next to the Caledonia and Gibraltar, the 
Cassar and Revenge drew the most water of any ship 
in lord Gambier’s fleet. What business, then, had 
tlie Caesar and Revenge in Isle d’Aix road, while 
the Bellona and Resolution were lying at anchor in 
Basque road? Why was not the water from the 
transports, that were fitting as fire-ships, emptied into 
the sea, instead of being transferred to the line-of- 
battle ships? Every additional half-foot the latter 
drew was of consequence, in the service in which 
they were about to be engaged. Even of the small 
vessels, the best use was not made. Why were the 
Doterel and Foxhound, with their 32-pounder car- 
ronades, not sent into the road of Aix before the 
13th ? Then came ignorance of the navigation and 
of the shore-defences, and disputes about tlie authen- 
ticity of charts. It was at length discovered, but too 
late to be of any utility, that there was room for 
ships to act upon a fleet in Aix road out of range 
of the batteries on either side ; and it was even 
doubted, whether the fort of Aix might not have 
been silenced by two or three british 74s.* A 
remark made by the officer of the Ocean may here 
be introduced. The batteries of Isle d'Aix af- 
forded us no protection at all, for the enemy forced 
a passage up the road with the greatest ease. Two 
of our line-of-battle ships (Foudroyant and Cassard) 
did not think they could maintain their position at 
the anchorage, and ran aground under Fouras. I 
do not think even the flotilla (alluding to' some gun- 
boats fitting out) can hinder ships from forcing their 
way into the road ; a road with which the enemy, 
during the 15 days he was at anchor there, made 

* Minutes, &c. p. 18. 

t Ibid, pp.m 214, 321, &c. 
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himself so well acquainted, that he went in and 
out as if it was one of his own harbours.” 

Upon his return to England, lord Cochrane, for the origin 
gallant part he had performed, was created a knight 
of the Bath. He shortly afterwards intimated to the nmniai 
first lord of the admiralty, that he should, in his seat 
in parliament, oppose the passing of any vote 
thanks to lord Gambier for his conduct at Basque 
roads. Lord Mulgrave communicated this to the 
admiral ; and lord Gambier, being well advised 
on the subject, requested that a court-martial might 
be held upon his conduct between the 17th of March 
and 29th of April. The court-martial was granted ; 
and on tlie 26th of July admirals sir Roger Curtis 
and William Young, vice-admirals sir John 
Thomas Duckworth, sir Henry Edwip Stanhope, 

Billy Douglas, and George Campbell, rear-admiral 
John Sutton, and captains John Irwin, Robert Hall, 
Edward Stirling Dickson, and Richard Dalling 
Dunn, assembled at Portsmouth, to try admiral lord 
Gambier upon the following charge : “ And whereas, 
by the log-books and minutes of signals of the 
Caledonia, Imperieuse, and other ships employed 
in that service, it appears to us that the said 
admiral lord Gambier, on tne 12th day of the 
said month of April, the enemy’s ships being then 
on shore, and the signal having been made that 
they could be destroyed, did, for a considerable 
time, neglect or delay taking effectual measures for 
destroying them.” 

The court sat from the 26th of July to the 4th of Rc- 
August. The minutes of the trial are now before 
usj and we cannot refrain from observing, thatp™^_ 
several of the members, particularly the president ings." 
(sir Roger Curtis) and admiral Young, evinced a 
strong bias in favour of the accused. On two or 
three occasions, admiral Young attempted to brow- 
beat lord Cochrane ; and the cross-examination of 
some of the witnesses, whose evidence went in 
support of the charge, would have done credit to 
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1809 . a practitioner of Westminster hall. Nor must we 
omit to notice the singular circumstance, that captain 
Maitland, of the Emerald, who had made no secret of 
his opinion on the character of the proceedings in 
Aix road, should happen, when the court-martial 
was about to take place, to be on the Irish station. 
It is true that the secretary of the admiralty informed 
lord Gambler, that captain Maitland, if his lordship 
desired, should be ordered to attend. But lord 
Gambier, as may be supposed, did not wish to delay 
the trial on that account ; and, out of the 17 captains 
employed in Basque roads, with the exception of 
captain Richardson of the Caesar, captain Maitland 
was the only one who was not examined as a witness 
on the admiral’s court-martial. 

Upon the whole, therefore, we are not at all 
surprised at the sentence which that court-martial 
pronounced upon admiral lord Gambier. The sen- 
tence was as follows : Having heard the evidence 
bier* produced in support of the charge, and by the said 
fe'd honourable lord Gambier in his defence, and 
what bis lordship had to allege in support thereof ; 
and, having maturely and deliberately weighed and 
considered the whole, the court is of opinion, that 
the charge has not been proved against the said 
admiral the right honourable lord Gambier ; but 
that his lordship’s conduct on that occasion, as well 
as his general conduct and proceedings as com- 
mander in chief of the Channel fleet employed in 
Basque roads, between the 17th day of March and 
the 29th day of April, 1809, was marked by zeal, 
judgment, ability, and an anxious attention to the 
welfare of his majesty’s service, and doth adjudge 
him to be most honourably acquitted ; and the said 
admiral the right honourable lord Gambier is hereby 
most honourably acquitted accordingly.” 

Lord Gambler’s assertion at his trial, that the 
most distant french ship of the two lines was widiin 
point-blank shot of the works of Isle d’Aix, we, 
by giving tiie exact distance, have shown to be 
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incorrect. Equally untenable are the last two of 
the four points upon which his lordship rested his 
defence. One of those two points was: “ That three maks 
out of the seven of the enemy’s ships aground on the 
Palles were, from their first being on shore, totally bier's 
out of the reach of the guns of any ships of the lleet 
that might have been sent in ; and that at no time 
whatever, .either sooner or later, could they have 
been attacked.” The other point was ; That 
the other four of the 11 ships of which the enemy’s 
fleet consisted, were never in a situation to be 
assailed after the fire-ships had failed in their main 
object.”* To demolish the first of these grounds 
of justification, it is only requisite to advert to the 
situation, near the Calcutta, of the Regulus and 
Jemmappes, two of the above three ships, until 
2 p. M. on the 12tlHf and the second ground fell 
beneath his lordship, when the first british cannon- 
shot struck the liidienne, described by her- com- 
mander as half a league to the eastward of the 
Ocean, and she was the north-easternmost of all the 
grounded line-of-battle ships. 

The neglect, or the impossibility, to send out the 
promised bomb-vessels contributed, undoubtedly, to 
mar the enterprise, but not to the extent generally 
supposed, because of the inefficient state of all the 
1 Scinch mortars (chiefly from being too light, an evil 
since remedied) then in use in the british navy. It 
has been urged, that the admiralty ought to have 
selected officers acquainted with the navigation of 
Basque and Aix roads ; but it will be recollected, 
that, when the attack was resolved upon, a british fleet 
already lay at anchor in the former road, and to have 
substituted officers for others, who were on the spot, 
might have led to the inference that there was not 
merely a lack of information, but a lack of zeal. 

As it was, the appointment of lord Cochrane, the 
juniorofsomanycaptainsiuthesame fleet, to conduct 
the enterprise, created a jealousy, where the utmost 
* Minutes, &c. p. 137. t See p. 163. 
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1809. unanimity should have prevailed. A little niaiiage- 
ment and address might have effected the object^ 
without giving offence to any one. Or the thing 
might have been done boldly ; and, as lord Gambler 
had expressed a doubt as to the success of the plan 
in the contemplation of the admiralty, he might have 
been recalled, and another admiral, who saw ' no 
uncommon difficulty in the undertaking, have been 
sent to relieve him. 

Napo- 'j’jjQ opinion which Napoleon is said to have ex- 
opinion pfesscd^ wlieii inaiiy years aiterwards questioned 
pracu- 1 ‘elative to the attack upon his fleet in the road of 
cabiii- Aix, is contained in the following extract from a 
well-known english publication : “ Some conver- 
troying sation iiow took place about lord Cochrane, and 
fleet the attempt which his lordship made to capture 
rood**^ or destroy the ships in the Charente. I said that 
it was the opinion of a very distinguished naval 
officer whom I named, and who was well known to 
him, that, if Cochrane had been properly supported, 
he would have destroyed the whole of the french 
ships. ‘ He could not only have destroyed them,’ 
replied Napoleon, ‘ but he might and would have 
taken them out, had your admiral supported Irim as 
he ought to have done. For, in consequence of the 
signal made by L’Allemand (I think he said) to the 
ships to do the best in their power to save them- 
selves, sauve qui pent in fact, they became panic- 
struck and cut their cables. The terror of the 
hrUlots (fire-ships) was so great that they actually 
threw their powder overboard, so that they could 
have offered very little resistance. The french 
admiral was an hnbecille, but yours was just as bad. 

I assure you that, if Cochrane had been supported, 
he would have taken every one of the ships. They 
ought not to have been alarmed by your hriulots^ but 
fear deprived them of their senses, and they no 
longer knew how to act in their own defence.’ ”* 

The destruction of three french two-deckers and 

* See O’Meara’s Napoleon in Exile, vol. ii. p. 292. 
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a ship armed en flute seems hardly to have war- 
ranted the Nelsonic exordium : “ The Almighty’s 

favour to his majesty and the nation has been strongly 
marked, &c.;” much less the high-flown panegyric, 
contained in the secretary of the admiralty’s letter kuer.* 
to lord Gambler ; “ I am commanded by their lord- 
ships to congratulate you on the brilliant success of 
the fleet under your command.” And again: Their 
lordships, considering that the state of the enemy’s 
force in consequence of the brilliant success of the 
fleet under your command, &c.” The only part of 
the enterprise, in which any thing of a brilHani na- 
ture discovered itself, was when the fire-ships were 
burning, and the explosion-vessels bursting through 
the air; unless, giving to the term its intended 
metaphoric allusion, it was when captain Wooldridge, 
in the Mediator, broke the boom, and, above all, 
when lord Cochrane, in the Impcrieuse, dashed in, 
without orders, and attacked the grounded line-ol- 
battle ships. 

In the Lords, the thanks of the House were voted 
to lord Gambler upon the motion of lord Mulgrave, Lmcnt 
with a few dissentients, but without a division. In 
the House of Commons, lord Cochrane moved for a 
copy of the minutes of the trial of lord Gambler, 
but lost his motion by the success of the amendment 
of the chancellor of the Exchequer, that sentence” 
might be substituted for “ minutes.” Mr. Percival 
then moved, ^‘That the thanks of the House be given 
to admiral the right honourable lord Gambier, for 
the zeal, judgment, ability, and anxious attention 
to the welfare of his majesty’s service, which marked 
his lordship’s conduct as commainder in chief of the 
fleet in Basque roads ; by which the french fleet, 
which had taken refuge under their own batteries, 
were driven on shore and deserted, and a consider- 
able part of them destroyed on the 11th and 12th of 
April, 1809.” On this resolution being put, a debate 
ensued ; but the resolution was finally carried by a 
m^rity of 161 to 39. 

The second resolution was, ** That the thanks of 
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this Hqhsc be given to rear-admiral the honourable 
Robert Stopford, captain sir Harry Neale, captain of 
the fleet, and to the several officers and captains of 
the fleet under the command of lord Gambier, for 
their gallant and highly meritorious conduct on that 
glorious occasion, particularly marked by the bril- 
liant and unexampled successes of the difficult and 
perilous mode of attack by fire-ships, conducted un- 
der the immediate direction of captain lord Coch- 
rane.” The third resolution went to thank the sea- 
men and marines of the fleet, for their meritorious 
and gallant conduct. These two resolutions passed 
unanimously. To the last, no objection could be 
nrged ; but, with respect to the second, had the words 
%glorious,” brilliant,” and unexampled,” been 
terms less hackneyed and deteriorated, the resolution 
would not, we think, have passed as it did. At 
all events, had the house been aware, that the 
officers, who staid with admiral lord Gambier in 
Basque road, had as little to do with the perilous,” 
as with the “ gallant,” measures which led to the 
whole of the success that ensued, the strong terras 
used would have been, if not exclusively, more 
pointedly addressed to captain lord Cochrane and 
the officers serving with him in Aix road, 
martial ** britisli side only, that blame 

on was imputed for what had taken place in the neigh- 
6ide.‘^'“ bourhood of Basque roads. The captains of the 
Tqnnerrc, Tourville, Indienne, and Calcutta, were 
tried for alleged misconduct. The trial lasted from 
the 21st of June to the 8th of September, and led to 
the following sentences. Captain Clement de la 
Rqnciere was pronounced, by a majority of eight 
voices to one, not guilty of the loss of the Tonnerre, 
ami was acquitted. Captain Lacaille, the court tak- 
ing into consideration, that he did not lose the Tour- 
ville, that he returned on board two hours after he 
had quitted her, aud that he afterwards defended 
liis ship against the enemy, and conducted her safe 
into port, was sentenced, by a majority of six voices 
to nine, to two years’ imprisonment ; to be erased 



lord oambieb at basque roads. • 187 

from the list of officers, and degraded from the 
legion of honour. Captain Protean was unanimously 
acquitted of the loss of his frigate ; but the court, 
nevertheless, by a majority of five voices to four, 
condemned him to three months’ confinement in his 
chamber, fot- having set fire to the Indienne without 
having previously acquainted the admiral with his 
intention. Captain Lafon was found guilty, by a one 
majority of five voices to four, of having shame* 
fully abandoned the Calcutta in the presence of the demn- 
enemy, and was condemned to suffer death on board 
the admiral’s ship, the Ocean : a sentence which, at 
4 p. M. on the following day, the 9th, was put in 
execution upon this unfortunate officer. 

All the remarks, which we think it necessary t0’ 
offer upon the trial of the french officers, may be 
comprised in a few words. Had the facts disclosed 
on that trial, respecting the actual position and 
defenceless state of several of the grounded ships, 
been known to the court-martial which sat upon, and 
honourably acquitted, admiral lord Gambier, the mem- 
bers would certainly have been better qualified to 
judge of the merits of the case submitted to their 
consideration; but we cannot persuade ourselves that, 
even in that case, the court, composed as it was, 
would have pronounced a sentence more consonant 
to justice, and, as it would then in reality have been, 

“ to the welfare of his majesty’s service.”* 

We have looked into the account of the business of 
Basque roads, as it stands in the work of a contem- ton’s 
porary; but the partiality, visible in every line of“g',jt^ 
the few pages devoted to the subject, excites in us 
so much disgust, that we shall notice it no further 
than to mention, that the Jean-Bart, wrecked six 
weeks before the fire-ships were sent into Aix road, 
is declared to have been lost on the Pallais shoal 
a few days after, in consequence of this attack,”-}- 
and that, among the half a dozen captains, upon 


* See p. 182. 
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1809. whom the writer bestows his commendation^ is cap- 
tain Prouse/' or Prowse, who was not present, 
nor even in command of a ship, 
stateof We will now take a brief view of the state in 
ships'* which the fleet of M. Allemand was left, at lord 
after Gambier’s departure from Basque roads. The Oc^an 
tack? and Foudroyant were moored a full league up the 
river, and there lay aground ; the latter with only 26 
of her guns on board, and the former with scarcely 
as many. The Ocean was also in a very leaky and 
insecure state, from the opening of her seams by the 
straining she had previously undergone and was still 
suffering. The Cassard, Tourville, Regulus, and 
Patriote, with the three frigates, were at anchor off 
l|iochefort, and were to remove back to the road 
of Aix, as soon as they could be supplied with guns 
and anchors from the imperial foundery, and from 
among those set apart for the ships on the stocks 
at Rochefort, consisting of two three-deckers, the 
Jena and Ville-de-Vienne, and a 40-gun frigate. 
A fine 80-gun ship, the Triomphant, had recently 
been launched, and was fitting for sea. 

^epa- To protect the anchorage of Aix, as soon as he 
resist*” should be in a state to return to it, M. Allemand had 
any Ordered the construction of a fresh boom, composed, 
attocL part, of the chains taken out of the wrecks of the 
fire-ships. There was also to be a second boom, 
within the principal one ; and both booms were to be 
protected by a numerous flotilla of heavy gun and 
mortar boats. By way of encouraging the sailors 
selected to man them, the minister of marine pro- 
mised very high rewards to those who should board 
an enemy’s armed vessel; but, adds the french officer, 
whose excellent letters have been so useful to us, 
it is first necessary to inspire our sailors with the 
spirit with which they were animated previous to this 
unfortunate affair. As it is, the greater part are com- 
pletely disheartened : every day I hear them lament- 
ing their situation, and speaking in praise of our 
enemies. This, in my opinion, is the greatest injury 
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the English have done to us.” Having now pre- 
sented the only details, which have appeared, 
the destruction of the french ships in the road of 
Isle d’Aix, we shall proceed to give an account of 
another important expedition against a french fleet. 

Before we enter upon the Scheldt affair, an inter- Cap- 
mediate expedition in the northern waters, upon aAnL^it. 
small scale, demands our brief notice. Early in the 
month of May a british squadron, consisting of one 
64-gun ship, one frigate, three sloops, and a gun- 
brig, under the command of captain Askew Paftard 
Hollis, of the Standard, was detached by vice-admi- 
ral sir James Saumarez, the british commander iii 
chief in the Baltic, to effect the reduction of th^ 
danish island of Anholt. A party of seamen andr 
marines, commanded by captain William Selby of 
the 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Owen Glendower, 
assisted by captain Edward Nicolls of the Standard’s 
marines, was landed. On the 18th, after a smart but 
ineffectual resistance, which killed one british marine 
and wounded two, the danish garrison, consisting of 
170 men, surrendered at discretion, and possession 
of the island was immediately taken. The principal 
point gained by this conquest was the power to re- 
store the lighthouse upon the island to the use for 
which, until the war between England and Denmark, 
it was formerly kept : a matter of no slight import- 
ance to the british men of war and merchantmen 
navigating those dangerous seas. 

In our account of the proceedings of the year Napo- 
1807, we had occasion to advert to the formidable ppJLs- 
naval preparations carrying on by France in thesionof 
waters of the Scheldt.* Finding that the port of 
Antwerp was not quite deep enough to float an 80- 
gun ship with her guns and stores on board, Napoleon 
forced his brother Louis, the king of Holland, to cede 
to France, by tcqaty, the port of Flushing. By this 
acquisition, the freHch emperor became entire master 


* See voL iv. p. 409* 
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'1809. of the entrance of the Scheldt, and possessed a capa- 
cious basin or harbour, in which a fleet of 20 sail of the 
line could lie in perfect readiness for sea. It has been 
doubted, whet^ftte-of-battle ships, fully armed and 
provisioned, dbuld pass in and out of the basin of 
Flushing ; but a french writer, when speaking of the 
advantages of the place to France, expressly says : 
" Elle ^tait un arsenal suppl6mentaire ou s’armaient 
les vaisseaux construits k Anvers.” Admitting, there- 
fore, that there was a sufficient depth of water, the 
french ships could lie in the basin secure from the 
ice, and be ready to put to sea in the winter months. 
French ^or was 20 sail of the line, a number that the 
force iiJ^ores of the Scheldt alone might not very soon 
scheidt^™^^' summer of the present year there 

were already at anchor to the south-east of the 
Calot sand, the following ten 74-gun ships, under 
the command of rear-admiral Burgues-Missiessy : 

t arlemagne, (flag,) Albanais, Anversois, C^sar, 
mmerce de-Lyon, Dalmate, Dantzig, Duguesclin, 
Istuck, (late Audacieux,) and Ville-de-Berlin, late 
Thesee. These ships were only waiting for the absence 
of the british blockading force to put to sea. There 
were, also, on the stocks at Antwerp the following 
two-deckers; one of them just ready to be launched, 
and several of the others in a very forward state ; 
Auguste, Conquerant,Friedland,(just ready,) 111 ustre. 
Pacification, and Tilsitt, of 80 guns, and Gaulois, 
Superbe, and Trajan, of 74 guns. There was like- 
wise one 74 on the stocks at Flushing ; and, with 
respect to smaller vessels, two only of the five slips 
were vacant. The number of slips at the arsenal at 
Antwerp amounted to 19 ; ten close under or in front 
of the citadel, and nine a short distance to the south- 
west of it. The whole of these |j|||||b it is believed, 
were calculated for ships of tHW^est size ; and 
we doubt if a single slip was iHput the keel , of 
some vessel of war, large or smalK^' 

Previous to the year 1804, the site of the arsenal 
was occupied by 1500 houses ; all of which the 



BXPEDITION TO THE'SCHELDT. 191 

sovereign will of Napol6ou levelled with the dust, in 
order that he might carry on his ambitious projects 
against England. Nothing certainly could exceed 
the eligibility of the situation he had selected, as the 
resources for building from the Black Forest were 
inexhaustible. A tolerable idea may be formed of 
the state of Antwerp as a naval depot, from a know- 
ledge of the fact, that, since the summer of 1805, or 
probably soon after he had begun to discover 
the impracticability of assembling off Boulogne his 
fleets from Brest and other western ports, Napoleon 
had expended upon the fortifications, basin, dock- 
yard, and arsenal*, 66 millions of francs, or £2640000 
sterling. 

It was in the latter end of May that the britislf^itish 
government first resolved to send an expedition tion* to" 
against the french naval force in the Scheldt. 
great proportion of the english army being at this 
time employed in Spain and P^^rtugal, and a strong 
force, naval as well as military, being required for^^ 
the purpose in view, it was not until two months ' 
afterwards that the expedition was ready to put to 
sea. In the mean time, principally by the aid of the 
english journals, its object was about as well known 
on the continent, as it was at the horse-guards or the 
admiralty. 

On the 28th of July, at daybreak, the bulk of this Strength 
immense expedition, consisting, when wholly assem- 
bled, of 37 sail of the line, (four fifths of the ships 
with their lowerdeck guns out and their main hold 
prepared for the reception of horses,) two 50-gun 
ships, three 44-gun ships, 23 frigates, one 20-gun 
ship, 31 ship and brig sloops, five bomb-vessels, 23 
gun-brigs, and about 120 sail of hired cutters, 
revenue-vessel^Mders, and gun-boats, making, in 
all, 245 vesselj^rapar, ' accompanied by about 400 
transports, (nn||King more than 100000 tons,) 
sailed from the ijIHIhis, the fleet commanded by rear- 
admiral sir Hichard John Strachan, and the troops, 
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,1809. numbering 39219 men, (including about 3000 ca- 
valry,) by lieutenant-general the earl of Chatham. 
The precise object of the expedition, as contained in 
the admiral’s instructions, was, to capture or destroy 
the whole of the enemy’s ships afloat in the Scheldt 
or building at Antwerp, to demolish the dock-yards 
and arsenals at Antwerp, Terneuse, and Flushing, 
and, if possible, to render the Scheldt no longer 
navigable for ships of war. To facilitate the passage 
up the western Scheldt, Cadzand and the islands of 
Walcheren and Zuid-Beveland were to be occupied 
by divisions of the british troops. 

oilors same evening the two commanders in chief, 

off the 74-gun-ship Venerable, captain sir Home 
IpPopham, accompanied by the 36-gun irigate Ame- 
thyst, captain sir Micliael Seymour, and several 
smaller vessels, anchored in the road of West-Ka- 
pclle, and were there joined by the 38-gun frigate 
Fisgard, captain William Bolton; who had placed 
vessels as buoys on Ibme of the shoals oft’ the coast. 
After dark tlie Roompot channel Avas sounded, and 
vessels stationed at its entrance. On the 29th, in 
the morning, the transports containing lieutenant- 
general sir John Hope’s division of the troops joined ; 
and in the evening the whole, under the direction of 
rear-admiral sir Richard Goodwin Keats in the 36- 
gun frigate Salsette, captain Walter Bathurst, pre- 
ceded by captain sir Home Popham, who had re- 
moved from the Venerable to the ship-sloop Sabrina, 
captain Edward Kittoe, anchored in safety between 
the islands of Noord-Beveland and Schouwen, and 
nearly opposite to the town of Zierikzee upon the 
latter. On the same evening, and on the morning of 
the 30th, arrived rear-admiral William Albany Ot- 
way, in the Monarch 74, with the left wing of the 
army, about 17000 strong, under |ieutenant-general 
sir Eyre Coote, destined to act exclusively against 
Walcheren, and intended to be landed on Domburg 
beach. The first intention had been to disembark 
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the men ift Zouteland bay^ but ifttelligence received 
at Deal, of preparations to resist a landing, hiad 
occasioned Domburg to be preferred. 

In the course of the 29th, a strong westerly wind 
sprang up, and raised such a surf on the western 
coast of Walcheren, that a landing at Domburg was 
considered impracticable. The same gale, on the 
morning of the 30th, obliged the ships of war and 
transports to seek shelter in the Roompot ; and in the 
course of the forenoon the fleet, under the skilful 
guidance, as before, of captain sir Home Popham, 
anchored in safety off the Veer- Gat. Meanwhile the 
three divisions of the army, under the respective 
commands of lieutenant-generals the marquesa.^f 
Huntley and earl of Rosslyn, and lieutenant-general 
Grosvenor, had arrived in the Wieling passage, 
preparatory to the meditated disembarkation of a 
part of that force on the coast of Cadzand, and to the 
passage of the remainder, as soon as the obstructions 
were removed, up the western Scheldt, to proceed 
to the attack of Lillo, Liefkenshoeck, and finally of 
Antwerp. 

On the 30th, at 4h. 30 m. p.m., the british left wing, 
under the direction of captains lord Amelius Beau-waN 
clerk of the Royal-Oak, and George Cockburn of the 
Belleisle, 74s, and covered, in a very gallant manner, 
by the 10-gun hired cutter Idas, lieutenant James 
Duncan, landed, with a slight opposition, but withput 
any casualty, on the Breed-Zand, which forms the 
northern extremity of the island of Walcheren. On 
the same evening the british bomb-vessels and 

f un-boats, under the direction of captain sir Home notiua 
’opham, then acting on shore with earl Chatham, vew.*'* 
proceeded up the Veer-Gat, and on the morning of the 
Blst opened a cannonade upon the town and fort of 
Veer ; which latter mounted 38 guns, and was gar- 
risoned by 600 men. Major-general Brues, the com- 
mander in chief'of king Louis's forces in Zealai^d, 
had commanded at this fort ; but, on the appearahce 

VOL. V. o 
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1809. of the first british column, he abandoned his post and 
crossed over to Zuid-Beveland. The command then 
devolved upon colonel Vari-Bogart. 

. The fire of the British was returned from the fort, 
and continued, with mutual spirit, till evening; when, 
the wind blowing fresh, and the strength of the tide 
not allowing the bomb-vessels to act, the flotilla fell 
back, having sustained a loss of three gun-boats sunk 
by shot, but without, as it appears, the loss of a man 
of their crews. In the same evening captains Charles 
Richardson of the 80-gun ship Caesar, and George 
William Blarney, of the 18-gun brig-sloop Harpy, 
wjbo had landed on the 30th, with a brigade of sea- 
mlder picces of ordnancc, to cooperate with 

of Mid- tie army, threw several cases of Congreve rockets 
from the dike into the town of Veer. Since the 
and*^ peaceable surrender, on that morning, of the de- 
fenceless town of Middleburg, Veer had been in- 
vested on the land side by a division of troops under 
lieutenant-general Fraser, detached for the purpose. 
The appearance of this force and the incessant fire 
of the rockets induced the dutch commandant, Van- 
Bogart, in the course of the night, to send a flag 
of truce, off’ering to capitulate. The terms were 
agreed to; and on the following morning, the 1st of 
August, the town and fort of Veer surrendered to the 
British. i 

British The army now marched on towards Flushing, and, 
fnwL ^ylbe surrender of Fort-Rammekens on the 3d, was 
Flush- enabled completely to invest the town. In the mean 
time lieutenant-general Hope's division, under the 
able disposition of rear-admiral sir Richard Keats, 
had landed unopposed on the island of Zuid-Beve-. 
^nd, near Wemeldinge ; and on the following nig^ht 
the, dutch major-general Brues evacuated the im- 
render fortress of Bathz, without firing a shot, or 

of even (seeing the enemy, unless he so considered a 
Bathz, patrole of 30 men, whom lieutenant-general Hope 
had. sent, to reconnoitre the coast ; and who were not 
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slow hi taking possession of a post which, in loyjfl lies', 
hiands, might have given a much larger force some 
trouble to reduce. 


It was at about 8 h. 30 m. a. m. on the 29th of French 
Juljr, that the signal posts of Walcheren and Cad-asJeU 
zand announced the appearance of the British off the «>e 
coast ; and immediately rear-admiral Missiessy, from ' * * 
his anchorage off the Calot, weighed and stood up 
the Scheldt. By the next evening’s tide the An- 
versois, Commerce-de-Lyon, Dalmate, Dantzig, Du- 
guesclin, and Pulstuck, passed the boom ofLillo; and 
the Charlemagne would have passed also, but that 
the french admiral preferred anchoring below it, in 
order to be ready to succour, if necessary, the Afe 
banais, Cesar, and Ville-de-Berlin, who had beeif * 
obliged to bring to between Bathz and Waerden. 

On the 1st of August, late in the evening, six french 
gun-brigs, that had been lying in company with the 
three line-of-battle ships, weighed and made sail 
towards Antwerp ; but the ships of the line remained 
at their anchors until a very few hours before the 
British were in possession of a fort, which would have 
completely obstructed their passage, and have ren- 
dered their capture or destruction almost certain. 

The escape of these ships lessened, in some degree, 
the importance of Bathz ; but still it opened to the 
British both branches of the Scheldt, and commanded 


, the finest and most extensive anchorage in the river, 
the bay of Saeftingen, where ships could lie com- 
pletely out of reach of shot from the shore. 

Owing to a defect in the arrangements, or to some British 
misunderstanding respecting the degree of coopera- ^” 5 - 
tibn which was to be afforded, the three divisions of 
the artny, in the transports at anchor in the Wieling zand. 
passage, intended to occupy the island of Cadzand 
on the south-west side of the entrance to the • 


Sbheldt, were removed to the Veer-Gat, to be landed 
od iValcheren and Zuid-Beveland, This was id 
great HUef to general Rousseau, commandiw? -dt 

o 2 



196 BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEET3. 

1809. Gadzatid, who, until noon on the 30th, had with Irifii 
only 300 men, and even after that day received biit 
scanty reinforcements. They were sufficient, how- 
. ever, to enable him to take advantage of the seem- 
ing remissness of his enemy, and to send across 

reinforcements to the garrison of Flushing. By 

Rein- means of small schnyts, aided by a southerly wind^ 
me^ts ne succeeded, on the 1st and 2d of August, in 

thrown throwing in 1600 men ; but he failed on the 3d, 

to owing to the gallant behaviour of the 16-gun brig- 
Fiush- gjQQp Raven, captain John Martin Hanchett. 

At 5 h. 30 m. p. m. this brig, one of the small squa- 
dron under the command of captain Edward William 
jCampbell Rich Owen of the 38-gun frigate Clyde, at 
'^chor in Steen-Diep, weighed, by signal, and stood 
Gal- in to cover the boats of the squadron, which, under 
the orders of lieutenant Charles Burrough Strong, 
duct had been detached to sound and buoy the channel. 
Riven Ih 10 minutes after she had weighed, the Raven 
•“•‘s- became exposed to the 6re of the Breskens battery, 
mounting, according to the french accounts, 20 heavy 
cannon and six enormous mortars. The brig re- 
turned the fire, and, as she entered the Scheldt, 
received the fire of four other batteries on the Cad- 
zand side., and of all those forming the sea-front of 
Flushing. Notwithstanding the shower of red-hot 
shot and of shells and grape, directed against her 
from both sides of the channel, the Raven gallantly 
stood on, and, assisted by two or three british gun- 
boats, drove the boats of the enemy back to the. 
Cadzand shore. It was on her return from executing 
this service that the brig suffered. One shot cut the 
main topmast in two just above the cap, and which, in 
falling, carried away the fore topmast. In this dis- 
abled state, the Raven continued exposed to a fire, 
which cut her sails and rigging to pieces, irreparably 
^injured her mainmast, bowsprit, and main boom, 
struck her hull in several places, dismounted two , of 
her guns, and wounded captain Hanchett and 'eight 
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seamen and marines. At length the tide, and the 1*09.; 
little sail she could set, drifted the Rav^n clear of’*XS^ 
the batteries ; but, so unmanageable was the brig, 
that she struck on the Elboog sand, and did not get 
off. until the following morning. On this day the 
communication was renewed without interruption, 
and by the evening of the 6th, as many as 3143 men 
had crossed over ; a reinforcement which augmented 
the garrison of Flushing to 7000 men. 

, The surrender of the fort of Ramraekens having, 
opened to the British the passage of the Sloe chan- 
nel, immediate measures were taken to get the 
flotilla, which had acted against Veer, into theF'"®'^’ 
western Scheldt; in order that a portion of it might wock- 

f revent any further succours from being thrown in^^*^®^* 
'lushing, either from Cadzand or the canal of Ghent, 
and another portion proceed up the western Scheldt, 
to cooperate with that under rear-admiral sir Richard 
Keats. Bad weather and the intricacy of the navi- 
gation made it the 7th of August before the sea- 
plpckade of Flushing, by means of the flotilla, could 
be effectually established. On the 9th a strong divi- 
sion, under the orders of captain sir Home Popham, 
wap detached up the western Scheldt, with directions 
to sound and buoy the Baerlandt channel, to enable 
the larger ships to advance ; and the following 10 
frigates, under the command of captain lord William 
Stuart, were waiting only till the weather permitted, 

^so to proceed up the western Scheldt: 


gun-frig. 

40 .'Lavinia . captain lord William Stuart: 

^Perlen „ Norborne Thompson. 

, 38- Rota. ,, Philip Somerville. 

^Statira „ Charles Worsley Boys. 

■ ' f Amethyst „ sir Michael Seymour, bart. 

1 Aigle ,, George Wolfe. 

Ruryglus „ hon.G.HeneageLaw.Dundas. 

tt" ” Edward Galwey. >. 

1 LNymphen Keith Maxwell. • . 

•38 ’';'Heroule ,, Hood Hanway Christian. ' 


On the 11th, in the afternoon^ a light air from 
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wes^Bird springing up, lord William, with his sqh«U 
Au^ dron, in th§ following order of battle in line ahead, 
British I'^vinia, Heroine, Amethyst, Rota, Nymphen, Aigle, 
frigates Euryalus, Statira, Dryad, and Perlen, forced the 
Jbe'" passage between the batteries of Flushing and Cad- 
passage zand ; and, although from the lightness of the wind 
Scheldt and an adverse tide the ships were exposed to the 
enemy’s fire during two hours, no greater loss was 
sustained than two men killed and nine wounded : 
namely. Amethyst, one seaman killed and one 
wounded; Heroine two wounded, and Perlen the 
same ; and Aigle one marine killed and one lieu- 
tenant of marines, (Henry Loveday Vine,) one school- 
master, (Thomas Donovan,) one seaman, and one boy 
wounded. The Aigle was the only ship of the 10 that 
sustained any material damage : a shell fell through 
her decks into the bread-room, and, exploding there, 
shattered her stern-frame greatly, and occasioned the 
whole of her loss. 

French At the Upper part of the Scheldt, a fruitless attack 
retire been made by rear-admiral Missiessy’s flotilla 
above upon the fort of Balthz ; and the increased strength 
werp. the british flotilla, commanded by sir Richard Keats, 
had obliged the french admiral to retire beyond the 
boom at Lillo. Five of the french 74s subsequently 
proceeded a short distance above Antwerp, and the 
whole 10 lay, as plainly seen from the more advanced 
vessels of the british flotilla, with topgallant yards 
across. 

Prepa- It had been arranged that the squadron of seven 
to can- effective or full-armed line-of-battle ships, under the 
Fius*h* rear-admiral lord Gardner, lying at 

ing.* anchor in the Deurloo passage, off Dykeshook, should 
cooperate with the array in cannonading Flushing. 
Accordingly, on the 12th, rear-admiral sir Richard 
Strachan hoisted his flag on board the St.-Domihgo, 
to be ready to stand into the river the instant the 
british batteries opened their fife. The force uhder 
the rear-admiral, assembled for this purpose, con- 
sisted of the 
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«W**¥p; 

r St.-Domingo 


74 < 


• 

Bepulse . . 

Dannemark 

Victorious 

Audacious 

.Venerable 


f rear-adm. (w.) sir Rich. J. Strachan, bt. 

captain Charles Gill. , 

_r rear-adm. (b.) Alan Hyde lord Gardner, 
\ captain Edward Codriugton. 

„ hon. Arthur Kaye Legge. 

„ James Bissett. 

„ Graham Eden Hamond. 

,, Donald Campbell. 

„ Andrew King, acting. 


4800 . 


' Aw. 


On the 13th, at 1 h. 30 m. p. m., a fire was opened 
upon Flushing from 52 pieces of heavy ordnance, and boats 
in the evening from six additional 24-pounders. A 
division of bomb and gun vessels, under the com- town, 
mand of captain Cockburn of the Belleisle, who had 
removed for the purpose on board the 18-gun shi^- 
sloop Plover, captain Philip Browne, was stationed off 
the south-east, and a similar division, under captain 
Owen of the Clyde, off the south-west, end ot the 
town; both divisions maintaining an incessant and 
well-directed fire. Owing to the scantiness of the 
wind, sir Richard Strachan’s squadron could not get 
under way when the bombardment commenced on the 
part of the army ; but on the 14th, at 10 a. m., the 
ships, in the following order, St.-Domingo, Blake, 
Repulse, Victorious, Dannemark, Audacious, and*>attie 
Venerable, weighed and stood in. The St.-Domingo, 
soon after she had opened her fire, grounded on me ‘heir 
inner edge of the Dog sand ; and the Blake, in * 
attempting to pass inside of her leader, of whose 
grounded state she was not aware, was equally unfor- 
tunate. The remaining ships, by signal, then hauled 
off and anchored. In about three hours the St.-Do- 
mingo and Blake got off and anchored with the others. 

At 4 p. M. the fire of the garrison ceased. A summons 
wsm ^mediately sent in ; but, no satisfactory answer 
being returned, the bombardment recommenced at 
nigh^ and was kept up, without intermission, u*|til 
i2 p.M. on the 15th, when the french comraapdailt; 
genera] Monnet, offered to surrender. The tertnsP"*'. 
of capitulation were agreed to in the course of the readers 



200 BRrtlfea AND FRENCH mm, 

1809. day, Alid at 3 L M. on the 16th the ratifications were^ 
'XlJT exchaii^d. - 

Losson The Toss sustained by the British, in reducing this 
british itoj^ortiint place, was, comparatively speaking, of in- 
considerable amount. The St.-Domingo and Blake, 
being, from their having grounded, by far the most 
exposed, were the only ships of the squadron that 
suffered any loss, and that consisted of only two men 
killed on board the Blake, and 18 (nine each) wounded 
between them. The Blake was several times set on 
fire by hot shot, and was considerably damaged in 
hull, masts, and rigging. The loss on board th© 
flotilla amounted to one lieutenant (George Rennie) 
and six men killed, and one lieutenant, one surgeon, 
(Robert Russel and Robert Burnside,) and 20 men 
wounded ; and the loss on the part of the brigade 
of seamen serving on shore under captain Richardson^ 
and who greatly distinguished themselves, was one 
midshipman (Edward Harrick) and six men wounded. 
This, with the Raven’s loss and the loss by lord 
William Stuart’s frigate-squadron, makes nine killed 
and 55 wounded as the aggregate loss on the part 
of the navy. The lieutenants, serving in the above 
brigade of seamen engaged at the batteries before 
Flushing, appear to have been, John Wybom, 
Richard St.-Loo Nicholson, Eaton Travers, Stephen 
Hilton, John Allen Meadway, and John Netherton 
O’Brien Hall. The army appears to have sustained^ 
at the bombardment and at the different skirmishes 
that had preceded it, a loss of 103 killed and 443 
wounded; making the total loss on the british side, 
up to the surrender of Flushing, 112 killed and 498 
wounded. 

french loss no account has been giveB> 
aide, cxcept on one extraordinary occasion. Onthei§th>of 
August the british 38-gun frigate Imp^rieuse, captain 
Thi^Bs Garth, in ascending the Scheldt ^tenthei 
other frigates, entered by mistake the Terneu8e, *MK 
stead of the Baerlandt channel, and became^ in 
consequence, exposed to the fire of the TerneOike 
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battery. Id returning that fire, the frigate discharged . 
from her carronades some Shrapnel shells; one of , 
which; bursting near the magazine of the fort, con- 
taining 3000 barrels of powder and a great quantity 
of: cartridges, caused an explosion mat killed 75 , 
men. The battery fired no more, and tlie Imperieuse 
passed on. 

If we except the peaceable surrender, on the 17th 
of August, to the combined forces under the earl 
of Rosslyn and sir Richard Keats, of the islands of 
Schottwen and Duiveland, situated to the north- ; 
ward of the eastern Scheldt, and far enough from 
the french fleet at Antwerp, the reduction of Flush- 
ing was the virtual termination of the campaign. On Eariof 
the 21st the earl of Chatham removed his head^fijg“‘*t 
quarters from Middleburg to Veer; and, crossing the Veer. 
Sloe, arrived on the 23d at Goes, the head-quarters 
of sir John Hope. In consequence of the accumulat- 
ing force at Cadzand, it had been considered proper 
to leave as many as 10000 men in possession of Wal- . 
cheren : consequently there were about 28000 appli-, 
cable to the remaining objects of the expedition, the 
reduction, successively, of Lillo, Liefkenshoech, and 
Antwerp. Each of the two first-named forts mounted, 
according to the french accounts, 40 pieces of heavy 
cannon, and were at this time strongly garrisoned. 

■ It was now discovered by the british general, that 
the french forces at these places and at Berg-op-Zoom; strength 
amounted to upwards of 35000 men. Moreover an 
alarming sickness, since the 19th, had begun to . show 
itself in the british camp. The principal cause, no 
doubt, was the inundation of the country, the French 
haying cut the dike to the right of the town.. The 
eswl of Chatham learnt also, for the first time, that 
Antwerp was strongly fortified ; that the approaches 
toiit eould be completely inundated ; that tne citadel 
commanded ; the arsenal and dock-yard; that the- 
ships of war, with their guns and stores in, co^d , 
rotirato.a spot wi^in one mile of Ruplemonde, w|iich 
wiles above Antwerp ; and that, by taking owt 
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theiK|^sand stores, they doald goto Dendernasi^, 
" a fortified town situated 16 miles higher. Thes^and 

British other causes led to a eouncil of war on the 26th ; 
coined a council of war, as it more commonly does, 4e- 
of war. termined, that to abandon the enterprise was better 
than to run the risk of failing to accomplish it. 

Aban- The British immediately began the evacuation of 
Zuid-Beveland, and by the 4th of September not a 
of the sail was to be seen in the road of Saeftingen. 
thain Leaving a sufficient force to occupy Walcheren, the 
conse- earl of Chatham and the bulk of the army reembarked 
quence Rammekens, and Flushing. Towards ihe 

end of the year, when the healthy season was just 
commencing, the british government gave orders to 
withdraw the troops from Walcheren. Accordingly, 
the embarkation took place in the early part of 
December ; the basin, arsenal, and sea-defences of 
Flushing having previously been, blown up and 
destroyed, and the place rendered, for a time at 
least, utterly useless to the french emperor as a 
naval dep6t. Of the three vessels on the stocks, 
two, a frigate and brig, were destroyed; but the 
timbers of the 74 were brought away, and, being 
put together at Woolwich dock- yard, produced, by 
die year 1812, the Chatham, of 1860 tons. A fine 
new frigate of 1104 tons, the Fidelle, also fell into 
the hands of the British, and was afterwards com- 
missioned as a 38, and named the Laurel. 

Re- The far-famed expedition to the Scheldt partaking 
less of a naval than of a military character, we shall 
french not Venture many remarks upon the lamentable issue 
on*the that attended it. We will first transcribe a few obser- 
^^^^“"^vations which a french writer has made upon what he 
that considers ought to have been the plan of the cain- 
to hare Blankenberg,” he says, is the point of 

been thc cosst the most conveniently situated for the dis- 
embarkation of a body of troops destined for 
the ^ invasion of Flanders. From this spot a paved road 
British. rujjg straight to Antwerp. Its length is 26 leagues/ 
it passes through Bruges and Ghent. These two 
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. ol^S^ ikt this tamelthe capitals rich and popnldifl^^ 
^ dapartments, which indirect taxation was harassin^'**'^ 
more than the conscription, would have supplied 
few recruits ; but, in taWng up a position there, the 
English would give to their plans an air of import’ 
ance, convert to their use the resources of this 
fertile country, occasion a momentary inquietude 
and fear, and paralyse the zeal of those Belgians 
who, from interest, were devoted to France. From 
the Downs to Blankenberg is 20 leagues ; and the 
passage could be so managed that the fleet should 
arrive at the break of day. The disembarkation 
would be accomplished without striking a blow, and 
Bruges be immediately occupied. The light detach- 
ments would then advance upon Sluis, a dismantled 
fort, and then by Moldeghem and Caprike, upon 
Ghent. A division of 10000 or 12000 men should 
also march upon Courtray, with orders to push forward 
a party and retain a communication with Ghent by 
the great road of Menin. At length the main body 
of the army arrives, by forced marches, at the TMe 
de Flandre and Liefkenshoeck, both of which it 
carries in a trice. Meanwhile the english fleet 
appears at the mouth of the Scheldt, and is, now 
able, with some prospect of success, to commence 
operations in combination with the army. Any one 
may convince himself,” says the writer, “ by referring 
to the map, that this object may be attained, as 
far as relates to the journey, in 72 hours after the 
disembarkation has been effected at Blankenberg.”* 
Could> as the french writer supposes, all this have w®®’' 
been accomplished, the dock-yard and arsenal atAn^°‘ 
Antwerp might easily have been destroyed ; for, _ 
until the 2d or 3d of August, the garrison consisted inforc-,' 
of a mere handful of men. The 10 sail of the line, **'• 
four frigates, and 40 or 50 gun-brigs, must then either 
have set fire to themselves or have submitted to be 
captured. No other alternative remained to them. 


* For tie original, see Appendix, No. 10, 



204, BWTJSB AND FRENCH PliEETS, 

1809. Whft a contrast this presents to that which rea^y 
wds Nor did the expense, which a million. 

Hea»y steWiiig would not cover, nor the disgrace, which no 
&c*of sophistry could gloss over, comprise all the mischief 
the ex. caused by this ill-planned, ill-timed, and ill-executed 
Uonf expedition: the official returns show, that upwards, 
of 14000 officers and men were made sick by the 
unhealthy climate of Walcheren. And, although, 
according to the same returns, not many more than 
composed a fourth part of that number died of the 
" Polder fever,” scarcely one who is alive at this 
day but carries in his frame some unsubdued 
portion of the disease; some rheumatic affection or 
periodical ague-fit, forcing upon his recollection the 
share he had in an expedition, which, for the credit 
of its planners and the honour of their country, 
it were better, on every account, could be buried 
in oblivion. , 

The expedition to the Scheldt was ill-planned, 
because general the earl of Chatham, as he admitted 
in his examination before the committee of the 
House of Commons appointed to inquire into the 
cause of the failure, did not, at tlie time of his 
departure from England, know to what extent 
Antwerp was fortified; nor whether the citadel 
commanded the dock-yard ; nor, in short, any thing 
about the place he was going to attack. It was 
ill-timed, because the sickly season had actually 
commenced a few days before the expedition sailed 
from the Downs ; and it was ill-executed, as evinced 
by the manner in which the attack was made, (take 
the failure to occupy Cadzand as one instance,) and 
by the notorious tardiness of the military commander 
in chief. The French say of the earl of Chatham, that 
he was the most temporizing general in the british 
army, le plus temporiseur des g^neraux de ParmiSe 
britannique and further, that his countrymen 
reproached him with being occupied almost exclu> , 

* Victoires ct Conqufites, &c. tome xix. p, 268. 
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sivejy about his health and his turtle-soup, instead 
of troubling himself with the details of the expedition 
plUced under his command.” Ses compatriotes lui 
crnt fait le reproche de s’etre occup6 presque exclu- 
siyement de sa santd et du soin d’avoir de bon 
boiuHon de tortue, au lieu de se livrer aux d^t^iils 
de Pexpedition qui lui etait confide.” We now quit 
the fogs and damps of the Scheldt, for the more 
genial climate of the Mediterranean. 

The rival commanders in chief on that station French 
weVe still, as at the close of tlie preceding year, 
vice-admirals Ganteaume and lord Collingwood. reueres 
On or about the 26th of April, during a period • off *iona. 
unavoidable absence on the part of the blockading 
fleet, a french squadron, of five sail of the line, two 
frigates, one corvette, and 16 brigs and settees, under 
the command of rear-admiral Baudin in the 80-gun 
ship Robuste, sailed from Toulon roads with troops 
and provisions for the relief of Barcelona. It 
appears that the ships arrived there, landed tlieir 
succours, and returned to Toulon in the middle of 
May, followed, at no very great distance, by the 
fleet of lord Collingwood; who, with 11 sail of the 
line, resumed the blockade of the port. 

By the early part of October the fleet at anchor strength 
in Toulon road consisted of the following 15 sail of 
the line, exclusive of six russian sail of the line, six fleet, 
or seven french frigates, and several armed traps- 
ports and store-ships, either the whole fleet, or a 
division of it, waiting for a second opportunity to 
thtow suplpiies into Barcelona. 

{ vice-aclra. Zac.-J.-Th^od, Allemand. 

captain Andr^-Louis Gaultier, 
r admiral Honor^ Ganteaume. 

< captain Pierre* Francois Violette. 

L Remain Duranteau. ' l « 

C rear-adm. Ju.-M. CosmaQ-KerjuUj||^# 

*1 captain Gabriel- Auguste Brouarrf. 
j rear-adm. Fran 9 ois-Andr^ Baudin, 

\ captain Fran 5 ois Legras. ^ 

, Lguis-An.-Cyprien Infernet^ 


gun-ship 

130 Austerlitz 

, ("Wfajeptueux\ 

, ^^Cpmmercg-de-Paris 

rRobuste 

, . vDopaiverth 
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G^nois .... 
Breslau . . . 
Bor^e . . . . . 

Suffren 

' 1 Annibal • . , 
Magnanime , 
Danube » . . 
Lion • . • . . 
LUlm 


captain Jean-Nicolas Petit. 

„ Ant.-Marie-Fran. Montqlan. 

„ Joseph Allemand. 

,, Oaspard Laignel. 

Auguste-Fran^ois Louvel. 
y, L.-C.-A.LaMarre-la-Meilleric. 
,, Nicolas Jugan. 

„ Antoine Henri. 

,, Eus.-Marie-Joseph Bonami. 
y, C.-J,-C^sar Chaunay Duclos* 


Lord Having received information that M. Ganteaume, 
Hn frigates, meant to 

wood make the attempt, vice-admiral lord Collingwood 
retired from his station off Cape Sicie, and, with 15 
Sebas-| sail of the line and five or six frigates and sloops, 
*‘®“’ proceeded off Cape San-Sebastian j between which 
and Barcelona he established his cruising-ground, 
in the full expectation of intercepting the french 
admiral on his way to the latter port. In the mean 
time lord Collingwood had not neglected the usual 
precaution of stationing frigates off the port of 
Toulon to watch the movements of the french fleet. 
The 38-gun frigates Pomone, captain Robert Barrie, 
and Alceste, captain Murray Maxwell, from the 
tried zeal and activity of their commanders, wete 
well calculated for such a service. 

Frencii On the 21st, in the morning, rear-admiral Baudin, 
with the Robuste, Boree, and Lion, the two 40-gun 
and frigtites Pauline and Pomone, and a fleet of armed 
store-ships and transports, sailed from Toulon, with 
from an easterly wind, bound to Barcelona. M noon thd 
british frigate Pomone descried the d^my, arid 
made sail to the west-south-west. On the next 
morning captain Barrie ^oke the Alceste, and at 
9 p. M. fell in with lord Collingwood, then, with 16 
sail of the line, three frigates, and a ship-slpop, 
cruising off the coast of Catalonia, between Cape 
San-Sebastian and Barcelona. 

Jfudgiiig that, as the squadron, or fleet, for captain 
Barrie not know but that the whole' french loro^ ^ 
might be coming out, had sailed with the first of an 
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easterly wind, it was bound to the westward, the ^*^^ 
british admiral prepared his fleet for battle, and ’“oetliT 
stationed his frigates to-windward, to give notice of du. 
the enemy’s approach. On the 23d, at 8 a. m., the 
38-gun fri^te V olontaire, captain Charles Bullen, hrittsh 
made the signal for a fleet to the eastward. As the 
vessels of it continued to come down before the wind, 
lord Collingwood made no alteration in the fleet, 
beyond advancing two fast-sailing ships, the Tigre 
and Bulwark. At 10 a. m. the english Pomone made 
the signal that the enemy, now seen to consist of 
three ships of the line instead of seven as had at 
first been signalled, had hauled to the wind. Im- 
mediately rear-admiral Martin, with eight of the 
best-sailing ships, was ordered to chase in the 
east-north-east. At 3 p. m. the three french line- and 
of-battle ships and two frigates separated from the 
convoy; the latter steering north-north-west, in great rate, 
confusion, and the former east-south-east, with the po- 
wind at north-east. The english Pomone, being 
well to-windward, got hold of a part of the convoy, tnres 
two brigs, two bombards, and a ketch, and in the ["g"/ 
evening destroyed them ; but the remainder of the 
convoy and the five men of war were shortly after- 
wards lost sight of by the british fleet. 

At 8 p. M. rear-admiral Martin, judging that the Force 
French would push for their own coast, tacked to 
the northward, the wind then about east. Shortly Martin, 
afterwards two of the chasing ships accidentally 
parted coi^any, leaving the rear-admiral with the 
following sit sail of the line : 


gnn-»hJ] 
80 




anopus .« 
Renown . * 

Leviathan. • 
^Cumberland 


{ rear-adm. (r.) George Martin, 
captain Charles Inglis. ^ 

^ ,, Philip Charles Durham. 
„ Benjamin Hallowell. > 

,, Edward Griffith. 

,, John Harvey. 

1*.* hon. Philip Wodehouse. 


. The ships, continued under a press of sail all nigH 
the 23d, but saw nothing of the enemy until ^ p. m; 
on the 24th ; when the Tigre, the headmost ship, 
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1 1809. madet ihe signal for four sail in the north-north^eRst. 
Tbfese were the Robuste, Boree, Lion, and Pauline ; 
,, : the Pomone having previously parted company and 
Heputw steered for Marseille. Every stitch of canvass was 
ft^ch now set by the british ships, in the hope to brihg 
their opponents to an action before dark. But this 
could not be accomplished; and at dark rear- 
admiral Martin, owing to the proximity of the land, 
the shoalness of the water, and the circumstance of 
the wind blowing directly on the shore, was obliged 
to haul off for the night. 

■ On the 25th, at 7 a. m., the french ships again 
discovered themselves in the north; running along- 
shore with a fresh breeze from the south-east. In- 
stantly all sail was again set in chase ; and the 
british ships, nearing the land as well as the enemy, 
ftencif for anchoring with springs. At 11 h.45 m. 

ships A. M. the Robuste and Lion, putting their helms Up, 
rtbre." themselves on shord, within pistol-shot of each 
other, at a spot about six miles north-east of the 
harbour of Cette, and near to the village of Fron- 
Two . tignan. The Boree and Pauline, closely pressed by 
the Tigre and Leviathan, and the first fired at by 
Cette, the Tigre, succeeded in reaching Cette harbour ; 
but which scarcely contained depth enough to float 
them. Owing to the shoalness of the water upon 
the coast, and the intricacy of the navigation, the 
british ships, some of which had already got into 
seven and others into five fathoms, hauled thdir 
wind and stood off. 

At 1 p. M., finding it impossible to saHl his Ships, 
M. Baudin began dismantling them and landing the 
crews ; . and at 4 p. m. the mizenmasts of both Ships 
iWent by tie board. At dark the british ships, stood 
to the southward, and in the night tacked, with the 
admi* iat^tion of being close in with the wrecks by day- 
rai de- l^bt oD the 26th ; but, the wind falling, tliey did hot 
regain a sight of them until evening. At 7 h. 30 m. 
buste p. ji. both french ships, now with only a fprej^agt 
Lion, bettveen^them, were set on fire by their crews.' | At 
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8 p.,m. tbe Robuste and Lion were in flames fore 
and aft, and at 10 h. 30 m. p. m. blew up with a 'oST 
tremendous explosion ; the british squadron then ^ 
lying nearly becalmed about seven miles from the 
spot. 

Having thus, by his -energy and perseverance, R..adm 
caused the entire loss to France of a new 80 and a 
fine 74 gun ship, and having left in jeopardy a new lord 
74 and a fine large frigate, rear-admiral Martin, with 
his six sail of the line, stood away to the southward ; wood,' 
and on the 30th, in the morning, rejoined lord 
Collingwood, then, with 10 sail of the line, (the 
Conqueror having recently joined,) cruising off Cape 
San-Sebastian. Lord Collingwood soon ascertained 
that the five ships of war, the failure of whose mis- 
sion we have just done recording, were the whole 
that had sailed out of Toulon, the blockade of 
which port his lordship resumed. It appears, how- 
ever, that both the Boree and Pauline afterwards . 
managed to get into the road from their insecure renter 
anchorage at Cette. Toulon 

After the capture of the five vessels of M. Baudin’s capt. 
convoy by the british frigate Pomoiie, the remain- 
der, consisting of seven merchant vessels, in. charge detach- 
of the armed store-ship Lamproie, of 16 longj^y*®' 
8-pounders and 116 men, commanded by lieutenant 
de vaisseau Jacques-Marie Bertaud-la-Brethche, two french 
armed bombards, the Victoire and Grondeur, and 
tlie armed xebec Normande, put into the bay of 
Rosas, and anchored under the protection of the 
castk of name, of Fort-Trinidad, and of other 
strong batteries in the neighbourhood. Resolving 
tp attempt the capture or destruction of these vessels, 
lord Collingwood detached captain HalBbwell, with 
the, Tigre, Cumberland, and Volontaire, also the 
fyi^ates Appllo and Topaze, captains Bridges Wat-r 
Idnsou Taylor, and Henry Hope, and brig-sloops 
J^hilopiel, ^cout, apd Tuscan, captains George Craw- 
WilUam Raitt, end John Wilson. 

. On i^e eveningfOf the 31st of October, after dark, 

VOL.' ^ , p 
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squadron bore up, with a fresh south-*east wutd> 
6c». forti^ bay of Rosas; and soon afterwards the five 
Sends ships caiDe to an anchor about five miles from .the 
town of Rosas ; but the brigs, as had been ordered^ 
of the remained under way. The boats of the squadron 
Inn were then armed and manned ; and, owing to the 

instance, has been taken to insert 
romI fhe names of the officers in the London Gazette, we 
are enabled also to give them. 

® 08 't 8 of the Tigre : lieutenants John Tailour, 
officers Augustus Wm. Jas. Clifford, Edward Boxer, William 
*^^03 Waterface, William Hamilton, and John Brulton; 
masters mates James Caldwell and Joshua Kynson ; 
ifiidshipmen Day Richard Syer, honourable Robert 
Spencer, Henry Fawcett, George Francis Bridges^ 
George Sandys, James Athill, honourable George 
James Percival, James Montagu, and Frederick Noel; 
and assistant surgeon Alexander Hosack. Cumber* 
land : lieutenants John Murray, Richard Stuart, 
and William Bradley, captain of marines Edward 
Bailie, master’s mate John Webster, and midship 
men Charles Robert Milbourne, Henry Wise, Wil- 
liam Hollinshed Brady, and Annesley Blackmorei 
Apollo: lieutenants James Begbie, Robert Cutts 
Barton, and John Forster; master’s mates Henry 
William de Chair and William Plant; midshipmen 
James Dunderdale and Henry Lancaster, and cap- 
tain’s clerk John Oliver French. Topaze : lieute- 
nants Charles Hammond, James Dunn, William 
Rawlins, and David lord Balgonie ; (Ville-de-Paris ;) 
lieutenant of marines William Halsted, meter’s mate 
Alexander Boyter, carpenter Thomas Canty, and 
midshipmen Joseph Hume, Hunger ford Luthill, ami 
Harry Nicholas. Volontaire; lieutenants Dcdhotirie 
Tait, Samuel Sison, and honourable S. A. Maude; 
(ViHpde-Paris ;) lieutenants of marines Wil^m 
Burton and Duncan Campbell, master’s mates John 
Bannatyne and Thomas Randall; midshipmen RiehHj^ 
Stephen Harness, Henry John Leeke, and John 
Armstead, (Ville-de-Paris ;) and carpenter William 
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Middleton. Scoat: lieutenants John Tarrant imd -t^* 
honourable William Waldegrave, and midshipman 
John Davy ; the two latter from the Ville-de-Paris. r 
Tuscan: lieutenant Pasco Dunn, master’s mates John • 
M^Dougall and Charles Gray, (both from Ville-de- 
Paris,) and midshipman John Stiddy. The name$ 
of the officers in the Philomel’s boats do not appear 
in the Gazette. 

Every suitable arrangement having previously be®n Boats 
made, the boats, commanded by lieutenant JohnJ™^"® 
Tailour, first of the Tigre, pushed off, with character- the 
istic urdour, to execute the business assigned them, 

As if apprehensive that air attack would be made 
upon him, M. Bertaud-la-Bret^che had made every 
preparation to meet and repel it. The Lamproie 
was enclosed in boarding-nettings, and a gun-boat, 
or armed launch, advanced ahead of her, to give 
notice of the enemy’s approach : the bombards and 
xebec, and the batteries on shore, were also on the 
alert. The boats approached, the alarm-gun fired 5 
and, rending the air with their cheers, the british 
seamen and marines stretched out, each division of 
boats taking its allotted part. 

The Lamproie was boarded at all points> and, Attack 
notwithstanding a very spirited resistance, was carried capture 
in a few minutes. The Victoire, Grondeur, Nor- "i*- 
mande, and a felucca armed with musketry, defended wSSe 
with equal gallantry, shared the same fate. All this 
was efiected in the face of a heavy fire from the castle convoy 
of Rosas, Fort Trinidad, and several other batteries, <*= 
and of reffeated vollies of musketry from troops 
assembled on the beach. Notwithstanding that the 
fiwTO opposed to the British was double what they 
had Yeason to expect, such was their alacrity in sub- 
duing it, that, at the opening of day on the 1 st 
of November, every french vessel of the 11 was 
either burnt at her moorings, or brought off by the 
ftid dfa light air of wind from the land. 

f S«e .pi 77. 
p2 
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The loss sustained by the British was severe, 
oot. not more so than might have been expected from the 
Loss on opposition they experienced. It amounted to one 
lieutenant, (Tait,) one master’s mate, (Caldwell,) 10 
sbamen, one sergeant and two privates of marines 
billed, two lieutenants, (Tailour and Forster,) one 
midshipman, (Syer,) seven seamen, one private of 
marines severely, and three lieutenants, (Stuart, 
Maude, and Begbie,) one master^s mate, (Webster,) 
two midshipmen, (Brady and Armstead,) 28 seamen, 
five privates of marines slightly wounded ; total, 16 
killed and 55 wounded. The loss on the part gf the 
French has not been recorded ; but, from the obsti- 
nacy of their resistance, it must have been extremely 
severe. While in the act of boarding the french 
commodore’s ship, lieutenant Tailour received a most 
distressing wound by a pike on the side of his head, 
near the temple, but, stanching the blood by means 
of a knotted handkerchief, was again among the fore- 
most in the fight. Had he not possessed sufficient 
presence of mind immediately to apply this ready 
species of tourniquet, the thrust would have proved 
mortal. Lieutenant Tailour, as the lists inform us, 
obtained the just reward of his gallantry, in being 
immediately promoted to the rank of commander. 

In the month of October in this year, the islands 
Zante, of Zante, Cephalonia, and their dependencies, sur- 
rendered, without opposition, to a combined naval 
and military force under the respective commands 
of captain John William Spranger of the british 
74-gun ship Warrior, and of brigadier-^neral John 
Oswald. The island of Cerigo surrendered, upon 
similar terms, to captain JahleelBrenton of the british 
38-gun frigate Spartan, and a division of troops 
under the command of major Charles William Clarkfe, 
of the 35th regiment ; as did also the island of Ithaca 
to the bfig-sloop Philomel, captain George Crawley, 
and a small detachment of troops under captain 
Church of the army. By these vigorous measures, - 
the inhabitants of these islands were liberated frbin 
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the oppression of the French, and the aeptinsular 
republic was declared to be restored. 

LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 

On the 1st of January, at daylight, the british Onyt 
brig-sloop Onyx, of eight 18-pounder carronades and gages 
two sixes, with 75 men and boys, captain Charles GiU> ^aniy. 
cruising in latitude 53° 30' north, longitude 3^ east, dis- 
covered onher lee bow a sail standing to the southward. 

As soon as the Onyx had made the private signal, 
the stranger, which was the dutch brig-sloop Manly, 
of 12 english 18-pounder carronades and four brass 
sixes, (two of them stern-chasers,) with 94 men and 
boys, captain-lieutenant W. Heneyman, of the dutch 
navy, hoisted her colours and hove to, as if prepared 
for battle. The british brig kept her wind until 
8 A. M. ; then, being perfectly ready, bore down and 
brought the dutch brig to close action. The Manly 
made several attempts to rake the Onyx, but the 
superior manoeuvring^ of the latter frustrated every 
attempt. At 10 h. 30 m. a. m., being much cut up Manly 
in sails and rigging, and having most of her guns dew!”' 
disabled by the close and well-directed fire of her 
antagonist, the Manly hauled down her colours, with 
the loss of five men killed and six wounded ; while 
that on the part of the Onyx amounted to only three 
men wounded : a difference in execution very credit- 
able to the latter’s young ship’s company, especially 
considering the difficulty of pointing the guns, in the 
turbulent state of the sea. 

The sliglit superiority of force was oh the side to 
render the parties about equally matcjied ; and the 
officers and crew of the Onyx were entitled to great 
credit for the bravery, as well as skill, they displayed. 

It gives as pleasure to be able to add, that captain 
Gill was immediately made a qiost captain, and that 
lieutenant Edward William Garrett, first of the 
Onyx, became also promoted to the rank of com- 
mander. Having, previously to her capture b^ the 
Hutch in the river Ems, been the british gun^brig of 
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the sam^ name, the Manly was permitted to resuteiB 
her stR.tion among her old class-mates in the british 
navy. 

Cap- On the 2d of January, at 11 a. m., being off the 
Weibank near the Texel, standing to the southward, 
ihe british 12-pounder 32-guii frigate Aimable, cap- 
tain -lord George Stuart, discovered a strange sail 
upon her weather quarter, standing to the northward 
and eastward. Suspecting her to be an enemy, the 
Aimable wore round and made all sail; and, at 4 p. m. 
on the 3d, after a chase of 24 hours, came alongside 
of the french ship-corvette Iris, of 22 carronades, 
24-pounders, and two long 12 or 8 pounders, with a 
complement of 140 men, commanded by captain 
Joseph-Jean Macquet. After a running fight of a 
few minutes, the Iris hauled down her colours. 

Da- To the credit of the french crew in the use of their 
S*the g''^ws, the Aimable had her mainmast shot in the head, 
Auna- main yard shot away in the slings, mizenmast head, 
*' mizen topmast, and trysail mast shot away, and her 
rigging and sails greatly cut up. With all this da- 
mage, however, damage which very nearly caused the 
escape of the french ship, the Aimable had only one 
• seaman and one marine slightly wounded. The loss 
on board the Iris amounted to two killed and eight 
wounded. 

Force The Iris had sailed from Dunkerque on the 29th 
oHris, qIp December, with 640 casks of flour on board, bound 
to Martinique. She was a ship of 587 tons, launched 
at Dunkerque, October 12, 1806, and became adde^l to 
the british navy by the name (an Iris being already in 
the service) of Rainbow. Her english armament 
Tj^as 20 carronades, 32-pounders, on the main deck, 
and six carronades, 18-pounders, and two long sixes 
oD.the quarterdeck and forecastle, total, 28 guns ; 
with a net complement of 173 men and bOys. 

Cap- ' On, the 5th of January, at noon, latitude 39“ 24^ 
north, aind , longitude 11° 41' west, the british 38-guh 
frigate Loire, cajptam Alexander Wiltnot Schomhirg, 
fell in with the french ship-corvette fI4b^, of ISl dai'- 
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PdDades, 24-pounderg, and two long twelves, withal^* 
crew 0 PI 6 O men, commanded by lieutenant Guillaume 
Botherel-Labretonni^re, in the act of taking a ship 
andbpg. On the Loire’s approach, the HebI bore up 
and made all sail, desertingher two prizes, and leaving 
the brig destitute of men. The Loire went immedU 
fttely in chase, and at 8 p. m. got alongside of the 
french ship and brought her to close action. The H^be 
defended herself for about 20 minutes, and then 
hauled down her colours. Neither ship appears to 
have had a njan hurt. 

The Heb^ was from Bordeaux bound to Santo- Force 
Domingo^ with 600 barrels of flour. She measured 
601 tons, and was afterwards added to the british &c. ’ 
navy by flie name (a Hebe being already in the ser- 
vice) of Ganymede. The armament established 
upon her was 22 carronades, 32-pounders, on the 
main deck, and 10 carronades, 18-pounders, and two 
sixes, on the quarterdeck and forecastle, total, 34 
guns; with a net complement of 173 men and boys. 

On the 22d of January, at 7a. m., the british Hazard 
18-gun ship-sloop Hazard, captain Hugh Cameron, 
cruising off Gaudeloupe, discovered in the south-west 
a ship and schooner standing in for the land. The 
schooner presently steered a different course, seem- 
ingly to induce the Hazard to follow her ; but the 
british sloop, in a very gallant manner, bore up for 
the ship, which was the french 40-gun frigate Topaze, 
captain Pierre-Nicolas Lahalle, from Brest since 
the early part of December, with 1100 barrels of 
. flour, bound to Cayenne ; but, having found that port 
blockaded by a superior force,’* she was now on her 
way to Gaudeloupe. At 9 a. m. the british 12 -pounder 
82-gun frigate Cleopatra, captain Samuel Johncieo- 
Pechell, hove ’ in sight in the south-east, and about p‘*™ 
the same time the 38-gun frigate Jason, captain jason. 
William Maude, made her appearance to the south- 
Thus hemmed in, the Topaze had no alt^r- 
'nitive but to haul close in-shore ; which she accord- chon, 
did, and at 11 a, m. came to an anchor, with 
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springs, iunder a small battery a little to the south* 
Pointe-Moire. ’ - 

Owing to light and baffling winds, the chasing ships 
^atra Very slow progress, until about 2 h. 30 m. p. m. ; 

attacks when the regular sea breeze, or east-north-east wind, 
enabled the Cleopatra to begin working up towards 
the enemy. At about 4 h. 30 m. p. m. the Cleopatra 
got within 200 yards of the shore, and within half- 
musket shot of the Topaze. The latter immediately 
opened her fire; and, as soon as she had anchored 
with springs upon her opponent’s starboard bow, the 
Cleopatra did the same. In a short time, having had 
her outside spring shot away, the Topaze swang 
in-shore, with her head towards the Cleopatra; who 
thereupon raked the french frigate with destructive 
effect, and so well maintained her position, that the 
Jason Topaze could not, at any time afterwards, get more 
and than half her broadside to bear. At the expiration 
Hazard ujjuutes from the commencement of the firing, 
up. in which the battery on shore had, from the first, 
taken a part, the Jason and Hazard came up. While 
the Hazard cannonaded the battery, the Jason brought 
to on the starboard quarter of the Topaze, and 
L°rren- Opened a fire from her bow guns. Thus assailed, 
ders. the french frigate had no chance of escape, and 
therefore, at5h. 20 m. p. m,, hauled down her colours. 
Mutual Neither the Jason nor the Hazard sustained any 
&c!’ injury from the frigate or the battery; and the 
damages of the Cleopatra, on account of the secure 
position she had taken and the high firing of her 
antagonist, were chiefly confined to her rigging. 
The loss on board the Cleopatra, for the same 
reason, amounted to only two seamen killed and one 
wounded. The Topaze was tolerably struck in the 
hull, especially about the bows, and had, as acknow- 
ledged by her officers, 12 men killed and 14 wounded, 
out of a complement, including 100 soldiers, of 
about 430 men. One third of these,? ;; when the 
frigate surrendered, took to the water; and several 
must have been drowned, or killed by the Jason's 
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shot, in attempting to Teach the shore. TheTopa«ei 
the same that, in July, 1805, captured the Blanche,* 
was added to the british navy under the name of 
Alcm^ne, a Topaze being already in the service. 

On the 8th of February, at 2 p. M., the british Asp 
16-gan brig-sloop Asp, captain Robert F. Preston, 
and 14-gun brig-sloop Sup6rieure, (with only, 
appears, four of her carronades, 18-pounders; on with 
board,) captain William Ferrie, cruising to the*^"”®"’ 
southward of the Virgin islands, discovered and 
chased a ship standing to the northward, with the 
wind at east-north-east. At 3 p. m. the leading brig, 
the Sup^rieure, having got into the latter’s wake, 
tacked and stood directly for her. The ship, then 
about seven miles ahead, was the french 40-gun 
frigate Juiftn, captain Jean-Baptiste-Augustin Rous- 
seau, from the Saintes four days, bound to France. 

At 11 h. 30 m. p. M., when distant full four miles to- 
windward of her consort, and about two astern of 
Ithe Junon, the Superieure fired a shot at the latter 
to bring her to ; but the frigate, very naturally, 
disregarded the summons and pursued her route to 
the northward. In the course of the night tbe Asp Asp 
dropped completely out of sight, and at daylight on 
the 9th the Superieure and Junon were left to them- pany. 
selves. At 8 A. M., just as the Virgin-Gorda bore 
from the Superieure north-west by north distant five 
or six miles, the latter fired several shot at the 
frigate ; who, at 10 a. m., hoisted french colours, 
and fired two harmless broadsides at the brig, then su*pV* 
about two miles off, on her lee quarter. Even this 
did not check the ardour of captain Ferrie. The 
Superieure merely tacked to avoid a repetition of 
the salute, and then again pursued the french frigate; 
who, after bearing away to fire, hauled up again 
on the starboard tack, with the wind now at norths 
east by east. In the afternoon the 38-gun frigate the 
Latona, captain Hugh Pigot, made her appearance ***“*• 
lo-leewaTd, and joined in the chase. ’ *’ 

* See vol. ir. p. 201. 
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Oq loth, at daylight, the Superieure had the 
JuQOii’ on her starboard and weather bow 12 miles off, 
aad; the Latona at about the same distance on her 
lee quarter; all three vessels upon a wind, as before, 
steering about north by west. The brig soon 
shortened her distance from the Junon, but the 
Latona rather increased hers-; and, from her great 
superiority of sailing over the latter, the Junon 
toatio would no doubt have escaped, had not, at 10 h. 
and 30 m. A. M., latitude 19° 50' north, longitude 61° 30' 
west, an enemy suddenly hove in sight upon her 
weather bow. This was the british 38-gun frigate 
lloratio, captain George Scott, steering on the oppo- 
site or larboard tack south by east, and having astern 
of her, at the distance of about 15 miles, the 18-gun 
ship-sloop Driver, captain Charles Clatidge. At 
noon, having made out the Horatio to be an enemy’s 
frigate, the Junon put right before the wind? but, in 
less than half an hour, perceiving the Latona stand- 
ing across her path, hauled up again, and, having 
previously hoisted french colours, resumed her course 
to the northward, captain Rousseau, rightly consider- 
ing that, if he could disable the weathermost frigate, 
he should, in all probability, be able to outsail the 
one that was to-leeward. 

Horatio At 36 minutes past noon the Horatio and Junon 
Junon 0“ opposite tacks, and exchanged broadsides in 
engage, passiog. The Horatio then wore, with the intention 
of engaging her opponent to-leeward ; but the Junon 
wore almost at the same instant, and, having run a 
short distance to-leeward, hauled up again on the 
starboard tack. In the mean while the Horatio, 
having come round more quickly, raked the Junon 
astern with her larboard broadside. The Horatio then 
ranged up alongside of her antagonist to-windward ; 
and the two frigates, running on upon the starboard 
tack, became closely and warmly engaged. At O b. 
50 m. p. M. lieutenant Manley Hall Dixon, first of the 
Horatio, was badly wounded by a musket-ball, which 
entered his left groin and passed through his thigh ; 
and at 1 h. 10 m. p. m. captain Scott received a 
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serere wound in the shoulder hy a grape-shot, ^he 
cbUunand now devolved upon lieutenant the honour- 
able George Douglas. At 1 h. 25 m. the Horatio 
had her main and mizen topmasts shot way, and 
•at the same moment descried the Latona, at the 
distance of about eight miles upon her larboard and 
lee Quarter, close hauled upon the starboard tack, 
stanaing towards her. 

By 2h. 12 m. p. m., besides the loss of her main arid ^ 
miten topmasts, the Horatio had had her mainmast state of 
badly wounded, and fore topgallantmast shot away ; 
also the foretopsail tie and lifts, which brought the 
yard on the cap, and left her with only the foresail 
set. At this moment the Junon, having only her fore- 
topsail tie shot away, was enabled to range ahead out 
01 gun-shof Now was the time for the Driver to 
have rendered assistance ; but that sloop, although 
her signal to make more sail had been hoisted at 2p.m., 
was still two miles distant on the Horatio’s starboard 
hew. The Supbrieure, however, was near at hand, 
and raked the Junon, as the latter, with her three who ’ 
masts standing certainly, but with scarcely any rig- 
ging to support them, and with her sails all flying 
‘ about and null visibly shattered, put away nearly 
' before the moderate breeze, which the previous heavy 
Cannonade had then left blowing. 

At 2 h. 24 m. p. M. lieutenant Douglas bailed the Horado 
Supbrieure and directed the brig to t^e the Horatio 
in tow, to enable her the more q^uickly to get again 
^ongside of her antagonist. The Sup^rieure did 
as’ she had been ordered ; but the Horatio, having set 
her fore topsail and hauled aft her main sheet, was 
;^resently going upwards of five knots with the wind 
■'on the quarter, and the brig cast her oif. At 2 h. un- 
40 in. p. M. the Driver fired ner bow-chasers at the 
'J^uribn, then nearly a mile distant from her. This w en- 
sloop continuing to yaw about as if she was afraid ***** 
Jtd fldvarice, the Horatio, at 2 h. 50 m. p. m., directed 
the Supdrieure to make the Driver’s signal to en^ge 
iridre closely. 
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1809. Haying*, agreeably to his orders, hoisted this 
'fST^ signal^ and doubting, as it was not obeyed, whether 
Gal-' it was (rightly understood, captain Ferrie resolved 
Untbe- jymgelf to show its practical meaning. Accordingly, 
ofSu” Rt 3 h. 4 m. p. m., the Superieure hauled across the^ 
french frigate’s stern and gave her a broadside, in 
a very gallant style ; but, having only two 18- 
pounders, not in so effectual a manner as the Driver 
might have done with her eight 24-pounders. 

. Finding that the force of example was in the 
present instance thrown away, the Horatio, at 3 h. 
Hoijrtio 10 m. p. M., repeated the Driver’s signal to engage 
Driver closely, with two guns shotted. This produced 
’ some effect, for, in five minutes, the sloop set her 
foresail and steered towards the Junon ; who was 
now firing at the Latona, as the latter was advancing 
latter to engage her. At 3 h. 25 m. p. m. the Latona, 
®^es having arrived within pistol-shot, opened her broad- 
Junon. side ; and shortly afterwards the Driver, becom- 
ing more bold from having so elBficient a consort, 
hauled across the french frigate’s stern and dis- 
charged her broadside, receiving in return from the 
Junon’s chase-guns a fire that cut away her foretop- 
sail tie and wounded one seaman. In five minutes 
after this, being closely pressed by the Latona, the 
J unon hauled upon the starboard tack, and hadscarcely 
come to the wind, when her previously wounded 
main and mizen masts, unable to resist the lateral 
Junon pressure against them, fell over the side. The french 
frigate instantly struck her colours. This was at 
3 h. 40 m. p. M., and in two minutes more the Junon’s 
foremast fell over her bows. When that took place 
the Horatio was not above a mile and a half distant, 
with her starboard fore topmast and lower studding- 
sails set, rapidly approaching. 

The Horatio, out of a crew on board of about 270 
onboth men and boys, bad oi\e midshipman (George Gunter) 
■idea, and six seamen killed, her captain, first lieutenant, 
(Manley Hall Dixon,) boatswain, (Andrew Loc^i) 
and 14 seamen badly, and one lieutenant of marines. 
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(Richard Blakeney,) onemaster’sjnate,(RobertKmff>) 
aod seven seamen and marines slightly wounded j 
and the Latona, one midshipman (John Hoope) and 
five seamen slightly wounded ; making, with the 
Driver’s one wounded, the total loss on the british 
side amount to seven killed and 33 wounded. From 
the number of shot-holes low down in her hull, the 
Jiinon was in a very leaky state ; and her loss was 
very severe, amounting, out of a very fine creW of 
323 men and boys, to 130 in killed and wounded, 
including among the mortally wounded her gallant 
commander. «,< 

As the Horatio and Junon each mounted 46 guns 
nearly the same caliber, had they met singly, a fairer on the 
match could not have been desired; and, notwith- 
standing the skilful and resolute manner in which the 
Junon was manoeuvred and fought, the relative damage 
and loss sustained by the two ships leaves it scarcely 
doubtful which combatant would have ultimately 
gained the victory. That the Junon, when at 2h. 

12 m. p. M., she made off from the Horatio, was in 
an unmanageable and defenceless state, may be 
inferred from her running to-leeward directly into 
the fire of another enemy’s ship: whereas, could 
she have hauled to the wind, her escape would have 
been certain, as the Horatio could set no after-sail to 
enable her to chase in that direction. Moreover 
lieutenant Jean-Leou Emeric, the french commanding 
officer upon the removal of captain Rousseau from the 
deck, declared that nearly all the injury done to the 
Junon, both in materiel and personnel, arose from 
the [fire of the Horatio. When, also, the Latona’s 
officer came on board to take possession, M. Emeric 
refused to deliver up his sword until the arrival of an 
officer from the Horatio, pointing to her ; and lieu- Con- 
tenaat John James Hough, third of that ship, pre- 
sently, afterwards came on board and received it* wour' 
^he case, in other respects, displays nothing verype*^* 
striking, unless it be the conduct of captain FerHe»nd 
of the, Quperieure, ,whp, jn hjs little vessel, so clbsely ndge. 
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liSW.; afli4»p0reevepingly ,j)«r8iied the french frigate^ and 
w|ii^ during the action between the Junon and t^ie 
||Diratio> did more with his four guns, than the com* 
hMtfider of another sloop that was present did with 
his 18, and those, too, of a heavier caliber. 

The prize was nearly a new frigate, and of rather 
larger dimensions than the Horatio, who was herself 
one of the finest british-built frigates of the 18-pounder 
class. The Junon was carried to Halifax, Nova*- 
Scotia, and, as soon as repaired, was commissioned 
under the same name, as a cruising frigate in the 
british navy. 

Bren ^ Contemporary, contrary to his usual practice, 
ton'T has been induced to give a somewhat detailed ac*- 


ac- 

eount* 


count of the action, which ended in the surrender of 
the Junon. Were it not for one circumstance, 
the source of his information might be gathered 


from the following paragraph : This, we believe 
to be as accurate and impartial an account of the 
action as can be found. It diflers a little from 


others, but we have merely placed captain Pigott in 
his proper position, without taking away from the 
merits of captain Scott and the Horatio.”* We 
cannot suppose that any officer of the Latona would 
have made so gross a mistake respecting the posh 
tion" of that ship, as to say that she wore and re- 
newed the action on the larboard tack.” We have 


now before us the log of every-british ship that was 
present ; and we may add, that those logs, coupled 
with private information of the highest authenticity^ 
form the groundwork of our account of the Latona’s 
proceedings. With respect to the Horatio’s ** throw- 
ing in stays under the stern of the frenchman,” it is 
sufficient to remind the reader, that the Horatio 
engaged the Junon to-windward. We leave it do 
captain Brenton himself to reconcile the statement^; 
that the Junon, when she bore up, left the Horatio 
a perfect wreck to-windward,” with that’ ffisclaimhi^ 


Brentoa, v<H. iv. p, 376, 
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any btentiort of “ taking away from the merita|M^f 
capiaia Scott and the Horatio/' f 

On the. 8th of February the ‘british 18-pound^ Am- 
^4-gun frigate Amphiotij, captain William , Hoste^ 
cruising off’ Long i«and in the Adriatic, was joined R“d- 
by. the* british 18-gun brig-sloop Redwing, captain 
Edward Augustus Down, with information that an attack^ 
armed brigand a trabacculo were lying in a small creek 
in the island of Melida. The frigate and sloop im- Ma. 
mediately made sail in that direction, and found thw- 
two vessels advantageously moored for defending 
the entrance of the creek ; with a body of soldiers, 
which they had brought from Zara and were carry- 
ing to Ancona, drawn up behind some houses and 
walls. 

A long 12-pounder on the shore, and the brig, 
which mounted six 12-pounder carronades, opened 
upon the Amphion and Redwing, as the latter were 
taking their position. The instant, however, that the 
british vessels brought their broadsides to bear, the 
french troops, 400 in number, as afterwards ascer- 
tained, fled in all directions, leaving the two vessels 
to their fate. The boats of the Amphion and 
Redwing, under the orders of lieutenant Charles and 
George Rodney Phillott, now landed and brought 
off" three guns, and destroyed two warehouses of gun*, 
wine and oil. Nor, such was the panic spread 
among them by the cannon of the ships, did the 
freneh soldiers offer the least opposition to the 
british seamen and marines employed on this service. 

On the 14th of February, .in the morning, theseiie- 
british 38-gun frigate Belle-Poule, captain James 
Brisbane, having been driven by a hard southerly vw. 
gate about 12 leagues to the northward of the island 
of Corfu, discovered a suspicious vessel far distant on 
the lee bow* All sail was immediately made in pur- 
suit*;: but, Mght and partial winds coming on, the 
B*fle*Poule chased without success the whole day,' 
Captain Brisbane, however, saw that it was the in- 
tention of the strsmgery which was the french frigate - 
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Yar^ of 22 long 8-pounders and fQm* 
^Pl^under carronades, with a crew of 200 ib#ii, 
flPntiianded by caplin Paul-Fran^ois Paulin, to 
l^ter the gulf of Velona. ' The Belle-Poule, ac- 
cordingly, steered in that direction. 

^an- On the 15th, at daybreak, the Var was discdvere^y 
nnd” moored with cables to the walls of the fortress 
frtress mounting 14 long 18 and 24 pounders ; and, 

ofVe-’ upon an eminence above the ship, and completely com- 
lona. jnanding the whole anchorage, was another strong fort, 
A breeze at length favouring her, the Belle-Poide, at 
1 p. M., anchored in a position to take or destroy the 
Belle- Var, and at the same time to keep in check the for- 
Pouie luidable force prepared apparently to defend the 
chore french ship. The Belle-Poule immediately opened 
trckf' upon the latter an animated and well-directed fire; and, 
her. as the forts made no efforts to protect her, the Var 
discharged a few random shot, which hurt no one, 
g^e* no and then hauled down her colours. Before she could 
assist- be taken possession of, her officers and the greater 
an^Varpart of her crew escaped to the shore. The Var 
aurren- measured 777 tons, and was added to the british navy 
as a store-ship under the name of Chichester. 

At or about the commencement of the present year 
the british 18-pounder 32-gun frigate Proserpine, 
captain Charles Otter, by the orders of vice-admiral 
Thornborough, took her station off the road of Tou- 
lon, to watch the movements of the french fleet. 
The boldness of her approaches at length determined 
vice-admiral Ganteaume to detach a force to chase 
Proser- her away. Accordingly, on the 27th of Febjmary, 
chased 40-gun frigates P^n^lope, captain Bernard 

from Dubourdieu, and Pauline, captain Fran 9 ois-Gilles 
Toulon Montfort, weighed and sailed out to execute 
by two service. They in a short time discovered the Proser- 
fngates pioe, and the latter, as she was bound, retired lief<u*e 
them ; but, no sooner had the two frigates put abput 
to return, than the Proserpine put about also, m Ql|ase 
of several small sail of coasting vess^, ruimiog 
alongshore towards Marseille, Failing, ii^ «f*ibtipg 
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©ff flie -eon'voy,'tfce IVoSerpahe* ^tolaif'off fdr'fee’i 
imd iii -a short; time lay nearly becdlftib'd. ' ; 'ii 

' The drench admiral pow fdrmed afl excelleirt^jiH^Xa^ 
for surrt)unding and ' capturing the british frigate^"® 
At 8 p. M. the Penblope and Pauline got ^der wuy, “luo 
and were quickly followed' by the 40-guli 
Pomone ; also by the two fast-sailing 74^gun hhiti^ 
Ajax and SuflFren, captains Jean-Nicolas Petit and 
AugustO'^Fran^ois > Louvel. The two first-named 
frigates worked to the westward, under the high lan^ 

Of -Cape Sicie, upon short tacks, with variable wiiids. 

At; about 1 A. M. on the 28th, the moon rose' in the 
north-east; thereby casting the ships that were undOr 
the land in complete shade> and throwing a light 
upon objects in the offing. Thus favoured, die 
PbnOlope and Pauline, at 2 a. m., discovered in the 
south-west by south the unsuspecting Proserpine', 
lying becalmed, with her head directed towards them. 

The two french frigates immediately bore up under 
aH sail, before a freshening land wind from the easti. 
north-east. We will now take the account as gived 
by the Proserpine herself. 

At 4 A. M., Cape Side bearing north-east by north nuco- 
distant 12 or 13 miles, the Proserpine discovered the 
two french frigates steering towards her from under french 
the land. Having no doubt that they were enemfos, 
captain Otter, taking advantage of a light breeze °f 
which that moment sprang up from the east-south^ 
east, Wore on the larboard tackj and made all sail; jtt^t 
keeping hear enough to the wind to permit the 
larbohrd topgallant studding-sail to draw, For the 
ibiHile purpose of being used as chasers, and of 
btiitging the ship more by the stern to quicken her 
shiHng,[ the two forfemost' 18-pounders were removed 
t6*l!^ ii^bfo. j Before, however, they coiild be pointed 
thifdjfgh 'die ports,' the twp freneh frigates had arrived 

Within gdh-ilhot; over- 

''At'aboyt 4 h. 25 it. p. m.. cStitain Otter bailed the 
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W&. ,tb^ british crew were differed to tb«% 

‘'p^ garters; and, while !|he drum was rolling for. that 
' nujrpose, the Penelope open^jl her broadside upon the 
' Proserpine’s larboard qnarter. This was at 4 h. 30 m. 
A, M.; and almost at the same instant the Pauline 
C 0 ro*n®>^ced firing into the british frigate’s starboard 
quarter. The fire was returned by the Proserpine, but 
not in so effective a manner as it might have been, 
the two guns, that had been brought into the cabin, 
disabling the two aftermost guns on the larboard side. 
The same untoward circumstance preventedany return 
to the raking fire, kept up by the Pauline upon the 
Proserpine’s stern and starboard quarter; 

Proscr- , jVt 4 h. 40 m. A, M. the P^n61ope ranged up along* 
surren- sidc withiii pistol-shot of her opponent, and several 
ders. fij-oadsides were exchanged. Tiie Pauline, in the 
mean while, preserved her station upon the Proser- 
pine’s starboard quarter, and continued to direct her 
fire chiefly at the latter’s rigging and sails; By 6 h. 
10 m. A. M. the Proserpine had her maintopsail yard 
shot away, foremast half cut through nine or ten feet 
from the deck, main and mizen masts, main yard, and 
foretopsail yard badly wounded, and her stays, 
shrouds, braces, bowlines, and the whole of the run- 
ning rigging destroyed : the Penelope was also on her 
larboard bow, and the Pauline on her starboard quar- 
ter, each preparing to board. Being in this hopeless 
situation, the british frigate hauled down her colours. 
Mutual Yhe proper complement of the Proserpine was 
ic.’ 261 ; but, having manned some prizes, she had only 
211 men and boys on board. Of these the Proser- 
pine had one seaman killed, and 10 ana 

marines (including one mortally) wounded. As if 
ashamed of their very indifferent gunnery, the Praich . 
officially declared, that the Proserpine’s loss aniounted 
to ILkilled and 15 wounded. But the guns on Oift 
british side ^pear to have been discharged with 
even less eflect. For, according to th^ fi'ench 
accounts, neither the Penelope por the; Paulinj^. 
Igid a man killed or wounded; and the latter frigat^ 
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BttS^red iiot at all, arid the fbrinhr Vfery ^lightfy^ 
m^'tfee rigging and sails. Kdtre bonheur 'est 
que, quoique nous avons combattu ver^ue 4 vergue 
et driuuit, ia Pdn^lope et la Pauline n'ont pas eu un 
setd hoirime de tu^, ni de bless6. La Pdndl^e a eu 
quelques avaries dans son greement, et la Jraulmej 
par la position habile qu’elle a su conserver, tfa 
nullement soufFert.’’ 

At daybreak, which was just as the two french 
frigates had taken possession of their prize, the two 
74s were discovered about seven miles in the east* 
northi^east, approaching under all sail ; and shortly 
afterwards the Pomone made her appearance in the 
south-east. Captain Otter continued in France as a 
prisoner until the conclusion of the war. On the 
30th of October, 1814, the captain and late officers 
and crew of the Proserpine were tried by a court- 
martial for the loss of their ship, and most honourably 
acquitted. 

On the 15th of March, early in the morning, the Lieut, 
british 38-gun frigate Arethusa, captain Robert Mends, fon de- 
cruising off the north coast of Spain, detached her stroys 
boats under the orders of lieutenant Hugh PearsottCq^ui 
and lieutenant of marines Octavius Scott. At 
daylight these officers, with the seamen and marines^ 
under their command, landed, and destroyed upwards 
of 20 heavy guns mounted on the batteries at Le-« 
quite, defended by a detachment of french soldiers ;= 
a sergeant and 20 of whom, when the British forced 
the'gurird-house in the principal battery, threw down* 
dpir 'aims and begged for quarter. These were 
ntade prisoners, but the rest of their comrades 
efifected dieir escape by running, Notwitiistanding 
a siriart fire' of musketry from the battery and guariL 
housi’ as fieutenant Pearson and his par^ advanced, 
this vety ^gallant exploit was performed with so slight 
a tloks fts thr^e men wounded. A small chaloupey 
laden with brandy, \^as found' in the harbour and’ 
brbi%ht/away. <'■: 

" \ * ‘ March 'f', 1809. 

q2 
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1M>. ,,i^%e ISfli! to the eming, laTOg Tfel Te*>i* 
Ir^foM^lion of two chajfgcvmai^es, lad^n with^ 

T^ Wihe french army in Spain, beinff HP f ® 
cend. Sdero,the same party again landed, aa<i 
ofAn- vessels aground four miles up the river. Tne^* 
derl goes were destroyed; but the vesselsy having be^ 
forcibly taken from the Spaniards by the Fretichy 

were restored to their owners. • * * • 

Lieut. On the 20th lieutenant Elms Steele, with a pa^y 
Steele of seamen and marines, landed and destroyed the 
rtroyg guns at Baigno, and captured a small vessel la<ten 
wth merino wool, which had run in there for secunty,. 
and was from San-Andero bound to Bayome. In. 
the meanltime lieutenant of marines John hennele,' 
accompanied by Mr. John Elliott the purser, and 
a boat’s crew, ascended the mountain and . de^ 
stroyed the signal-posts. On the same evening, alM> 
lieutenant Pearson, with the officers and men who 
were with him at Lequito, took possession of _the. 
batteries of the town of Paissance, without opposition, 
and destroyed the guns; the small french force 
stationed at all the above places, retiring as the 


British approached. 

Ame- On the 5th of April, at 1 1 a.m., the Cordouan light- 

thyrt house bearing east by north distant 42 leagues, the 
british 18-paunder 36-gun frigate Amethyst, still ^m- 
c?l manded by captain Michael Seymour, standing about 
iJr a point free on the larboard tack with the wind at east, 
“*"■ and having in her company, within signal distmice to 
the northward, or nearly astern, the 18-pounder 
frigate Emerald, captain Frederick Lewis Maman^ 
descried, in the east-south-east, a ship ste^ing .td» = 
the westward ; and which, on discovering the4wo^ 
frigates, hauled up to the south-south-east .Thifc 
wt« the french 40-gun frigate Niemeu, ^ptain Jea^ 
Henri-Joseph Dupotet, two days from Verdoirwad, 
with six months’ provisions and a quantity of 
stores on board, bound to the Isle of France. = 
ifoth british ships made all sail in ohas^ and 
npontheNiemen was about half tpps^s doumfrom th»i 



of'lie Awclfe^gt,* The 6l^^#«elkfiiiu)e<i*aU the 
d^eraotHi soiitile, however, to the advantage of the 
Ametfaysi^ although a much better eailer than her 
odtebrtji that at sunset the iiife of the Niemen*s 
tadvail' was idi that could be seen from the lower 
part ‘ of ihe Amethyst's main rigging, bearing a point 
and a half On her weather or larboard bow. At 7 h; 

20 m., which was just as it was getting dark, the 
Amethyst lost sight, both of the Emerald that was 
asteni, and the Niemen that was ahead of her. 

Concluding that the french frigate, on getting Amt- 
rid of her pursuers, would resume her course to IK 
the westward, captain Seymour, at 9 p.m. bore npK°m 
to south-west. At 9. h. 40 m. p. m., the wind theniAth"* 
blowing in squalls from the east-north-east, the Ame-’^®*’* 
thyst discovered, on her weather beam, the ship she 
was' in search of ; and who now, as rightly conjec- 
tured by captain Seymour, was steering to the west- 
ward. The Amethyst lost no time in giving chase j 
and the Niemen, having only in view to execute her 
mission, wore and made all sail with the wind upon 
the larboard quarter, steering about south by west. 

At 11 h. 30 m. p. M. the Amethyst began firing her Orer- 
bow-chasers, and was fired at in return by the iKn- 
stem-guns of the Niemen. At 1 h. 15 m. a. m. on 
the' 6th the Amethyst closed upon the Niemen’s lar- 
boards quarter, and opened her starboard broadside^ 

In return, the Niemen fired her guns on the larboard 
side> then wore round on the starboard tack, and 
steered to the north-west. As soon as she could wear 
and trim > sail, the Amethyst hauled up after her 
o|^Oiient; and, as the rigging and sails of the 
Niemen had already received some damage, the 
Amethyst,- at about 1 h. 45 m. a. m., ranged close 
alengmdOi of her to-^windward. 

Alter an exchange of broadsides, the Amethyst, 
havt^ pasjSOd ahead, bore round-up; raked the 
Niemen, anddlmn braced sharp up again on the santf ' 
tank w^er the french frigate’s lee bow. At2h,' 
dSrni.'A. Niqmen toll oh board the Amethyst, 
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oii‘ Her” starTjoard beam and quartei^; btilji" 

Tnittntes. the Amethyst shootitig ahead;? the 
Niemeri got clear, and bore away south-west. At afaodt 
3 A. M. me Amethyst, having crossed over> got «|)on 
thelarboardandweatherbeamoftheNiemen. Scarcely 
Niemen mutual cannonade recommenced betv^n 

on fire, the two ships in this position, ere the Niemen caught 
fire in her larboard hammock-netting. At 3 h. 16 m. 
A.M.the Niemen had her mizenmast and main topmast 
shot away. The ship had also jtxst caught fire in the 
main top, and her main yard was lowered halfway down 
the mast. In this state, the Niemen bestowed little 
or no return to the animated cannonade maintained 
by the Amethyst. At 3 h. 25 m. a. m., finding that 
her antagonist had ceased firing, the Amethyst 
ceased also, and bore up under her stern. At 
about 3 h. 30 m. a. m., as the Amethyst, with her main 
yard square, was in the act of bringing to to-leeward 
of the Niemen, the mainmast of the british ship, 
owing chiefly to the quantity of canvass that lay aback 
against it and the damaged state of the rigging, 
came down, carrying with it the mizenmast; and 
the wreck of the two masts fell over the lee quar- 
ter. Almost at the same moment the Niemen’s main- 
mast, or what remained of it, came down by the 
thura '^ard; and the 38-gun frigate Arethusa, captmn 
joins. Robert Mends, just then announced to the Ametnyst, 
by signal, her approach from the eastward. 

The Amethyst meanwhile, in consequence of the 
great way upon the ship having caused the spread Mils 
over the lee quarter to act as a back-water, disobeyed 
her helm, and wore with her stern abreast of the 
Niemen’s starboard and lee beam. At 3 h. 45 mt n. «., 
while the Amethyst was in this unfortunate poi^fon, 
the Arethusa approached within guft-shot on the 
larboard quarter of the Niemen, who was theH'^ng 
nearly l^efore the wind. The french ship ftefOupon 
hol^d a light, and fired ohe shot at the^ At^hnsa 
Sind afiotlmr at the Amethyst. The Arethotti Hieil 
gave a small yat(? and filed sev'mi hr ei^t 'of her 
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fovemostl^ljboard guns at the NieMfen, , To this, fire, 
^efFOnoh frigate made no return, but hauled down her' 
light) and almost instantaneously raised and lowered 
it ^ain aa the signal of submission. 

The following diagram will assist in explainitig the 
different movements of the combatants. 
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The guns of the Amethyst were precisely those 
which she mounted in her action with the Thetis ; but &c. of 
in complement the frigate was short, having two lieu- 
tenants and 37 men absent ; all, except one of the 
lieutenants, (who had been appointed, but had not 
|oitfed,) away in prizes, the prisoners from which, 69 
in number, were then on board. Of her, 222 men 
and boys, the Amethyst had six seamen and two 
marines killed, and her first and second lieutenants 
of tfiarines, (Henry Waring and Samuel Prytherch,) 
her bbatewain, (Mr. Lacey,) 24 seamen, and 10 
marines wounded. 

■The armament of the Niemen was the same as that same 
off the TlnStis, except that the former mounted ^o man,*' 
additional ^6-pounder carronades, or 14 in all; mUkihg 
her fufur dumber of guns 46, two more thair are 



Seytt|Oiir's’ letteri- - -The (^foeaph 
ijri^ fd^pp^ WhWe hell was letich ' cat up by shot>j«^ 
wp&i i’etnaining mastyes in a tottering state, barton 
Shard as her eomplement, when the action ooln- 
' m’enced, 319 men and boys ; of whom she lost 47 in 
killed, and 73 in wounded. The Aretbusa, not havmg 
been fired at except by a single gun, sustained no 
loss or damage whatever. The same statement of 
comparative force, given in the action between the 
Amethyst and^h^tis, will, without being more par- 
ticular, suffice to show the relative force of the 
Amethyst and Niemen. 

mark*. Every Englishman, who is proud of the martial 
' spirit of his country, must regret that a third party 
came to interrupt a meeting, which his own, although 
the numerically weaker side, was so near bringing 
to a favourable termination. A view of the relative 
damage and loss sustained by the two frigates, and 
of their relative means of further annoyance, as 
displayed by the vigorous fire of the one, and the 
slackened and still slackening fire of the other, 
cannot leave a doubt that, at the time the Arethusa 
made her appearance, the combat between the 
^ Amethyst and Niemen was virtually, if not formally, 
decided. 

On the day succeeding that of the capture, the 
foremast of the Niemen, as a proof of the dams^e it 
had received in the action, fell over the side, and the 
Arethusa took the prize in tow. Being onlynine months 
old and a remarkably fine frigate, the Niemen becatae 
a great acquisition to the british navy ; in Which, under 
her french name, she classed the same as the 
Amethyst’s former prize, the Thdtis. Captain 
Seymour, soon after his return to port, was made a 
baronet of the United Kingdom; and the first Jieu- 
teiihnt of the Amethyst, Mr. William Hill, who, fix)m 
the absepce of two lieutenants, had a doable sh«|r 9 of 
\ duty perform, was as deserve(ijy.^promoted to the 
raha 9f hditmiander. ' 

Thit^ mi captaiir Seymour in his officifd (etler ia 
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: (i^iptwith g^reat at^ty and reso>atiw,!!< the lei^h 
the aetion, the) ei^Gutiqn done tji? Ihe Awethyst, and pAnch 
the circumstances under which 4he surrender took“=- 
jplace, sufficiently testify. And yet the Moniteur of 
July 13, 1809, contains a letter purporting: to be 
jfrom M. Dupotet, which, if genuine, (and there we 
have our doubts,) does not speak much for the fre^h 
paptain’s veracity. As may be conjectured, ,the 
edect produced by the fall of the %methyat’s main 
and mizen masts is taken due advantage of. L’en- 
nemi prit chasse vent arriere, ayant a la traiue ses 
deux mats,” says M. Dupbtet ; and he gravely adds : 

. Au bout de quinze minutes mon premier lieutenant 
Valin me fit prevenir que I’ennemi etait rendu, et 
qu’on criait de son. bord do ne plus tirer. Je de- 
signai I’enseigne Kerangoue pour aller I’amariner ; 
mais bientot on vit venir une frigate qui venait au 
seoours de celle-ci.” 

j Knowii^ that Frenchmen, in many of their actions 
with the British at sea, have mistaken the cheers of 
triumph for the screams of despair, we pass over 
ffie statement, that the people of the Amethyst called 
upon those of the Niemen to cease firing ; but the 
assertion, that the mainmast of the Niemen fell aftel’ 
the Arethusa had opened her fire, is a deliberate false- 


hood, which can admit of no palliation. Fortunately 
for the cause of truth, it is disproved in an instant; 
for ihus says the log of the Arethusa : At half past 
3, ob^rved both ships going before the wind with 
only their fore-masts standing. At 3 h. 45 m, com- 
menced firing on the enemy.” The assertion, that 
the foremast of the Amethyst was in a shattered and 
nnstupported state is equally false, although that may 
have arisen from misinformation. The fact is, that 
the ffirenoast was only struck by one grape shot, and 
was .not even, fished after the action. 

Mj dee%nated the piovenjent,; forced upon, the 
Amethyst; by the fall of her masts and saifs jn, the , 
watei*, an unfortunate one, It was very, much so. 


t 



MW. in refereao^ to the 

'rf^ imstitomiento of the captain of theNiemeii|ty.tt, aa^ 
from the proceedihgg vthich afterwards tottk 
olatSe in the admiralty prize-court, to the misco^ 
elation that seems to nave prevailed among the 
officers of the Arethusa.' A little forethought iti 
shortening sail, before the Amethyst bore up athwart 
the stern of her beaten antagonist, would have givetl 
quite a different tone to the letter of captain Dupotetj 
if indeed any suifih letter had then been published ; 
and would have left no grounds for a second british 
ship, by establishing a claim for head-money, to 
make it appear, that she had any share in producing 
the surrender of an already silenced and defenceless 
french frigate. 

It was formerly stated, that early on the morning 
of the 22d of February, the day after commodore 
Beresford was chased from off Lorient by the squa- 
dron from Brest, the three french frigates. Calypso, 
Cybfele, and Italienne, sailed from that port, and that 
they were not immediately followed by the three sail 
of the line at anchor in the road, because the tide 
did not suit.* In a few hours the depth of water 
became sufficient; and commodore Amable-Gilles 
Com- Tronde, with the three 74-gun ships Oourageux, 
dore PolOnais, and d’Haupoult, having under their convoy 
Troude the two armed en flute frigates Furieuse and Felicity, 
laden with troops, flour, and military stores, for the 
Lorient island of Martinique, escaped from Lorient, unseen, 
or at all events unmolested, by any of the british 
ships cruising off the french coast. 

On the 29th of March, having from some prizes 
he had made on the passage learnt that Martinique 
bad surrendered to the british arms, (anr afocount 6f 
Which will appear in its proper place,) the freneh 
Is commodore entered the Saintes, to watch for ah 
aded^ opportunity of getting across to ^sse-teite, Guade- 
in the loupe. Scarcely, however, had the french ships 
saiutea atichoredj than* a stqierior british force arrived itO 

* Seep. 140; ir 
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{ rear-adm, (r.) hon. sir Alex* J.Cocbrauej ht* 
captain Charles Dilkes. 

„ Robert Barton. 

„ William Charles Fahie. ' 

„ James Athol Wood. 

,, William Pryce Cumby. 


The Saintes consist of two small islands, each Brief 
about three leagues in circumference, exclusive of scVip- 
three or four still smaller ones, so arranged as to 
form a commodious road or harbour between th^"‘®“‘ 
larger islands ; the westernmost of which is called 
Terre d’en Bas, and the other Terre d’en Haut. They 
lie between Vieux-Fort, near the southern extremity 
of Basse-terre, Gaudeloupe, and Pointe des Ajoupus 
on the west side of Marie-Galante, about five leagues 
distant from the latter and two from the former. 

The road or harbour of the Saintes, having three 
entrances in different directions, is not easily block- 
aded. Under these circumstances, it was thought 
advisable to land a body of troops, for the double 
purpose of driving the french ships to sea, and of 
reducing the Saintes’ islands, which had at all times 
afforded to the enemy’s ships a capital shelter. 

Accordingly, on the 12th of April, a small british Troops 
squadron, under the orders of captain Philip Beaver 
of the 40-gun frigate Acasta, accompanied by a , fleet «*pei 
of transports, having on board from 2000 to 3000 lupL 
men commanded by major-general Frederic Maitland, 
sailed from Fort-Royal bay, Martinique, and on 
the next day arrived off the Saintes. On the 14th 
the troops were landed with a very slight loss ; and 
on 4he same afternoon possessed themselves, .with 
8C8ni§\liffiouliy, of a mountain 800 feet high, called 
Mome-'Rnssely add which completely overlooked 
’Rte,«hips in the harbour. Upon these tw<x.< Scinch 
Icowitkers were, presently, brought to bear with such 
effect, that at 8 v. m. the three line-of-battle ships 
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l8<», began |p get under way, and at 3 h. 30 m. p, ^ki saiied^ 
out through the windward passage ; but, althou^ 
favGured by an unusually dark night, not unseen by the 
british in-shore squadron of i^loops and brigs, under 
the orders of captain Hugh Cameron, of the 18-gun 
ship-sloop Hazard; and, who immediately made the 
preconcerted signal to the admiral outside. 

At this time the Neptune was off the south-west 
passage at some distance, and the Pomp6e about a 
british mile ^ ]ialf to the westward of Terre d’en Bas, 
d?M. or the Lower Sainte. In a very few minutes the 
Pomp^e discovered the three french ships bearing 
down under a press of canvass, followed by the 
Hazard and other vessels belonging to the in-shore 
squadron. At 10 p. m. the Pompee closed with the 
sternmost french ship, and endeavoured to stop her 
by the discharge of two broadsides ; but, having a 
strong breeze in her favour, the latter continued 
her course to the west-south-west without returning 
a shot. At 10 h. 15 m. p. m. the 18-gun brig-sloop 
Recruit, captain Charles Napier, got up and opened 
her fire at the enemy’s sternmost ship. At 11p.m. 
the Neptune joined in the chase, and at 30 minutes 
past midnight crossed so near to the same ship, that 
the latter fired into her and killed one and wounded 
four of her men. 

Gal- On the 15th, at 4 a. m., the Recruit, by her superior 
sailing, again got near enough to discharge a broad- 
er Re- side at the d'Haupoult, now the rearmost french ship; 
and the Pomp6e was very soon in a situation to open 
a distant fire from her bow-chasers ; all three french 
ships as they steered in line abreast, returning the 
with their stern-chasers. At 10 h. 30 m. - a. m. 

' Ijl^tain Napier had his sergeant of marines wounded. 
hy a shot from one of the french ships ; but ^ 
Recruit still persisted to harass them with her attacks. 
So annQyiqg were those attacks, that at 10 b> 45 nii 
A. M. the« (rfiiaupoolt broached to ajiddiseharged '; 
her main and quarter deck guns, cutting away 
two of the brig’s fore shrouds -on the larbonud . 
side and doing other damage to her rigging, but 
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fbrtonatelyi wotinding no one^ Even this did, 
iittitnidiKte captain Napier ; for, no sooner had the 
d’Haupoult resumed her course before the wind, 
tfaam the Recruit ran across her stern, and poured 
in one or two broadsides, receiving in return a 
fire from the 74’s stern-chasers. The Pompi^e 
also joined occasionally in the running fight ; 
and thus the day passed. At 8 p, m. the french 
ships separated, the d’Haupoult altering her course 
to; west-north-west, while her two consorts conti- 
nued steering west-south-west. The Pompee imme-'F™“ci» 
diately hauled up after the d’Haupoult, and was at 5epa- 
this time about three miles to the eastward of the 
latteVj full five miles to the east-north-east of the 
Courageux and Polonais, and about the same dis- 
tance ahead of the Neptune; who, since the fore- 
noon, had detached the Hazard and Superieure, 
and was now in company with only the Hawk brig. 

At midnight the Pompee could no longer see the 
two french ships in the west-south-west, but still kept 
sight of the d’Haupoult. 

On the 16th, at daylight, the wind still from the 
eastward, the d’Haupoult was about three miles 
north-west half-west, and the Neptune about nine- 
miles south-east half-east, of the Pompee. The Re- 
emit, having dropped astern, on account probably nued" 
of her damaged rigging, was not now in sight. In 
the course of the forenoon the british 38-gun frigate po^n- 
Latona, captain Hugh Pigot, and 12-pounder 32-gun 
frigate Castor, captain William Roberts, made their 
appearance in the north-east, and soon joined in the 
chase. At 5 p. m. the Neptune was no longer visible, 
from the Pomp^e’s mast-bead ; and the Tatter shi]^^ 
and the d’Haupoult sailed so nearly alike, that no’ 
apparefrt alteration had taken place in the distance 
betweep them since the preceding day. At 5 h. 30 m, 
p. Sfi high land of Porto-Rico was seen from the 
Pompige^ bearing north-north-east, about niueleMpc^es 
distant. The night shut in extremely dark, aii^ thb 
sh^, as they approached the land, were, bafflhd with 
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18094 light variable winds from the northward and west^ 
waidv' By midnight the Castor had got so far ahedd* 
aSh to be on the starboard bow of the Pompee, but 
the Latona had not been able to advance beyond the 
latter’s starboard quarter. ' 

CMtor On the 17th, at 2 h. 45 m. a. m., the Castor 
d’Hau- shortened sail; and at 3 a. m., when within little 
poult, more than half a mile of the d’Haupoult’s starboard 

J (uarter, commenced a fire with her larboard guns; 
n this vjay the action was maintained between an 
english 12-pounder frigate and a french 74 until 
4 a.m.; when, owing to the latter having had frequently 
to yaw to bring her guns to bear, the Pompde got up.' 
Pom- Passing between the Castor and her opponei^* the 
closes Pompee engaged the d’Haupoult within musket-shot 
distance, gradually closing until 5h. 15 m. a. m.; 
pcisher when the d’Haupoult ranged ahead, steering before 
strike, wind, and became again engaged with the Castor. 
Before many shot had been exchanged between these 
unequal antagonists, the Pompee, putting her helm 
a-jport, fired her bow guns at, and was preparing 
with her broadside to rake, the d’Haupoult; when 
the french ship, now a complete wreck in rigging 
and sails, lowered her topsails, hove to, and hauled 
down her colours. This was a measure which could 
no longer have been delayed ; for the opening 
daylight discovered the Neptune, York, and Cap-+ 
tain, along with the sloops Hazard, Ringdove, 
and Hawk, about nine miles to the eastward, and 
the Polyphemus, Ethalion frigate, and sloops Tweed 
and Recruit, within less than that distance to the 
westward ; all, under a press of canvass, standing 
tor the Pompee, Castor, and their prize, and whom’ 
toe Latona was now also in the act of joining. Thus' 
terminated a running fight, which* had commenced 
to the. southward of Vieux-Fort, Guadeloupe, ab 
10 Pi’M. bn the 14th of April, and had ended within 
eight leagues north-east by north of Cape Roxd, 
Porto-Rico; at 5h. 15 m. a. m. on the 17th. ' <; 5^ 

The Po^pde was nearly in as disabled a stateff 
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in rigging- and saiM, as tUe d’Haupqul^ 
k««se^, and bad hqr gaff, mizenmnst, main yard, 
kftwsprit badly wounded, besides having received a Da- 
nnmber of shot in her hdl. The Pomp^e’s Ipss con- 
stated of her boatswain, (Edward Casey,) seven each°“ 
seamen^ and ope marine killed, her captain, first 
lieutenant, (William Bone,) one beutenantof marinea, 
(Charles Edward Atkins,) 22 seamen, and five pri- 
vate marines wounded. The damages of the Castpu 
were, comparatively trifling, and her loss amounted 
to only one seaman killed and six wounded. The 
loss of these two ships, added to that of the Neptuue 
and Becruit already stated, makes the total loss on 
the british side 10 killed and 35 wounded. The hull 
of the d’Haupoult, as is usually the case against 
british opponents, had suffered more tlian the appear- 
ance of her sails and rigging indicated; and the french 
ship lost, out of a crew of 680 men and boys, between 
80 and 90 in killed and wounded, including several 
officers. 

In this . case there was nothing that could cast Re- 
the slightest imputation upon the french ship .’ on the 
the. d’Haupoult retreated from a superior force, 
manceuvred skilfully, and, when at last overtaken, 
fought bravely. There were periods, probably,, 
when commodore Troude might have shortened sail, 
and engaged to advantage ; but, doubtless, he coDr 
siidered that, long before he could bring the contest 
to a favourable issue, rear-admiral Cochrane and his 
squadrcm would be close at his heels ; not merely to 
retake his prize, (admitting the french commodore, 
to have taken the Pompee,) but to capture one or 
more of his ships, disabled as, in all likelihood, 
they would ha,ve been. The conduct of the,Pomp^e 
was ,j8nch as was expected of her, and the Castor 
gave proofs of a commendable zeal in closing with 
sd^powetful an antagonist; but what shall we say oft 
thoi.. iteprnit ? , Her behaviour was gallant in 
extreme, arid was well calculated to efface the stain 
which>, not many wegkf .befere, nor many degrees 
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j^|^ir6^J;|y‘'^me"spot, the Driver’s conduct had/ See*®- 
pht upon the sloop-class;* Next to th^s 
pl^iire of recording acts of intrepidity like riiat 
.performed by the Recruit, is the pleasure of beittg 
able to announce that they were appreciated in the 
(juarter possessing the power to reward them. Sir 
Alexander Cochrane, with feelings highly honourable 
to him, appointed captain Napier to the command of 
the d’Haupoult. The admiral did this on the spot> 
and then detached the York and Captain, with two 
frigates and a sloop of war, in quest of M. Troude; 
but who evaded all his pursuers and reached Europe 
in safety, anchoring, about the middle of May, in the 
road of Cherbourg. The d’Haupoult was a tolerably 
fine ship of 1871 tons, and, under the name of Aber- 
cromby, cruised for three or four years in the british 
service. 

intre- The two armecs en flfite, Furieuse and Felicity, 
wUh; which we left at anchor in the road of the Saintes, did 
not get under way until 9 a. m. on the 15th; they 
»^F6- then, accompanied by a brig-corvette, stood over for 
liciu. Gaudeloupe, chased by the 64-gun ship Intrepid, 
captain the honourable Warwick Lake, one of the 
Acasta’s squadron. At 10 a. m. the Intrepid com- 
menced action with the two french ships, and also 
with the batteries on shore ; under the protection of 
' which both her opponents soon obtained shelter, 
leaving the british ship with her masts, yards, rigging, 
and sails much wounded, and one boat cut from her 
quarter, chiefly by the heavy shot from Fort-Matilda, 
but, as far as we can gather, with no loss of men* • 
On the night of the 14th of June these two french 
,^1 'frigates, thi^ Furieuse, armed with two long 18, and 
• six tong 8 pounders, and 12 carronades, 36-pounders,' 
de-" with a crew, including some military passeagers, 
loupe. Qf a.bout 200 men and boys, commanded by lieu- 
teniritt Gabriel-Etienne-Louis Le Marant-Kerdaniel, 
and the Fdliciit^, armed with 14 long 12-poimders 


* Seep. 220. 
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a crew pf l74 raiefl and boys^, aqd both. 

Jaden with a cargo.of colonial produce, escaped fro^''^5f 
^ road of Basse-terre, Gaudeloupe, bound to 
jprance ; but not uuseep by some oi the in-shor'e 
^Qops and brigs of the blockading squadron, one of 
wbich, the gun-brig Haughty, lieutenant John Mit- 
chell, bred several shot at the two frigates., At day- 
light the whole british squadron went in chase ; but, 
towards the afternoon, the only ships in sight of the 
.enemy were the 38-gun frigate Latona, captain 
Hugh Pigot, and 18-gtin ship-sloop Cherub^ captain 
Thomas Tudor Tucker. 


The chase of the two french frigates continued all KUct- 
tjje I ^ h and 16th and during apart of the 17th; when 
they separated. The Furieuse was pursued by the 
(Uherub, and effected her escape ; but the Felicitd 
found all her efforts unavailing to get from the La- 
tona; who, on the 18tli, overtook and captured her 
with little or no opposition. The Felicity had be- 
longed to the french 36-gun class, and measured 
about 900 tons ; but, being old and nearly worn out, 
she was not considered eligible for the british navy. 

An agent from Christophe at St.-Domingo purchased 
her, and, after being refitted, the Felicit6 sailed (or 
Cape-Fran 9 ois. 

, On the 5th of July, at 3 p. m., in latitude 43° 41'BoBae- 
nortb, and longitude 34° west, the british shiprsloop en^J' 
Bonne-Oitoyenne, of 18 carronades, 32-pounders, 
mjd two long nines, with a Crew, including a few Tila 
supernumeraries, of 127 men and boys, commanded 
by, captain William Mounsey, being on her way e^e. 
drom , Halifax, Nova-Scotia, to Quebec, steering 
nftrthTwest by west with the wind at south, descried, 
in fhe, west-south-west, a lai^ge frigate,|m the act of 
taking, possession of an english merchant ship. The 
Bojttue-Citoyenne went immediately in chase of the 
ship p( which was no other than the Furieuse, 
so, far .advanced on her way to Europe, Puj^j^e 
slooffs approach,, the Furieuse abandoned the n^er- 
chant ship, and steejfed, under a press of sml, ■ tp 
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followed by 1 captain > Mouasey ; ■ wJ% 
fireBch ship’a inability to answer the pfivfulbij 
had already discovered her to be an eneiii^i 
Atxlanset the two ships of war were about five mites 
if apart> striving their utmost to get forward. During the 
;; %ight the Bonne-Citoyenne. lost sight of theF>irie«se, 
‘bnt^ at 3 M. on the 6th, again descried her, 8t«n 

g reat distance on the larboard quarter. The Boiftje!' 

itoyenne immediately hauled up on that tack, with 
the wind now a point or two more easterly than it 
had been; and, by 4 a. m., got within nine or 10 miles 
of the object of her pursuit. 

At 9 h. 10 m. A. M. the Furieuse shortened sail, 
qwooet and hauled close upon a wind ; as immediately 
afterwards did the Bonne-Citoyenne, in eager puiv 
suit. In another 10 minutes the french ship hove 
to; and in five minutes more the british ship got 
alongside and commenced the action, within pistqb 
shot distance. A smart cannonade v^as now mutually 
kept up; during which the Furieuse fired away more 
than 70 broadsides, and the Bonne-Citoyenne 129; 
the latter, alternately from the larboard and the 
starboard side, as she changed her position to avoid 
the necessity of slackening her fire from the carron- 
ades becoming overheated. This was, however; the 
ease with three, which were dismounted and ren- 
dered useless early in the action> Arter the combat 
had lasted, in this way, for six hours and 50 minutes, 
and each ship had become greatly crippled in hi^" 
masts and rigging; and after the Bonne-Citoyenne, 
^ . in particular, had expended nearly the whole of her 
powder, captain Mounsey gallantly took a position 
^b^nlose athwart the bows of his antagonist, preparatory 
• 4p bSardina%er with all hands. This bold dejmoilT 


^ «^^ion decided the affair; and the FurieUse, fti 
^h.'llm. p. M., struck her colours. ’ 

' 'j^y^tBonne-Citoyenne had her fore and main lop- 
mtg«, :gidl^lbii|8ts and mizen topmast shot sNvay, her 


"Sifeei ittaste in several 

ftH the standing rigging, stod ev€ 
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pigging, sails, boats^ cffid booms^ 
t< 3 i»piaees; ‘ With aJlitiiis serions damage, the 
<^}t:enne’s loss amounted to only one seaman killed 
and four seamen and one marine badly wounded. 
The Furieuse was in a far more disabled condition. 
Her ^pmasts and all her yards, except the orOi|S^ 
Jack and sprit-sail, were shot away, and her lower 
masts reduced to a tottering state : she had also 
14 shot-holes between wind and water, and five teet 
Water in the hold. Her loss consisted of two quartimf* 
masters, 27 seamen, and six soldiers killed, her 
commander, two lieutenants, three midshipmen, four 
gunner* s mates, 19 seamen, one lieutenant of artillery, 
«hd saren soldiers, all dangerously wounded ; total, 
35 killed and 37 dangerously wounded. The slightly 
wounded probably amounted to 18 or 20 more. 

According to the certificate of two of the surriving 
french officers, the Furieuse commenced the action with 
195 men 5 but, admitting 35 to be the correct amount 
of the killed, the ship must have had 213 men, 178 
being the number of prisoners that were received out 
of her. As there may have been a slight mistake 
in the number of killed, and especially as several of 
the soldiers consisted of invalids, we shall consider 
tlRj Furieuse to have had no more than 200-meh, 


COMPARATIVE FORCE OP THE COMBATANTS. 


BONNE-CITOYENNE. FURIEUSE,,' 

»roadside*gUiw....{5J°; gJJ gJJ , 

Crew..... .i., No. 137 300 

tons 511 1085 , 

Few cases occur wherein the usual figure-stat* Re- , 
ariilt requires less to be left without remarks than 
the present ease. The Furieuse presetlled herself ®e‘>W . 
dt: first, in the size and formidable appearance of 
a full-a^ed ^ or 40 gun frigate. ■ The jBoimei 
Citbyi^e todde sail in chase ; and it was onJy»i^^f;, 
tt iieai^e^roaoh that she could have discovered/mm ’ 
tlhl'^-^ ’Afiaindeok^ frigate wefes i^ 

wHh'^g^ After the acti9nhiii<lie)i^ 
;-'b''2' 
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’ai^id the rigging' 'bf the Furiedse 
'jCl5r^mJ#bi(J;:the frigate’s size was rather a disadvatttagj^i 
it ri^dered her unwieldy in comparison with 
Bbhne-Citoyenne ; who, even when disabled in 
rigging, could manoeuvre much more quickly thati 
riier antagonist. With respect, also, to the mutuhl 
cannonade, the lowness of the sloop’s, and the great 
height of the frigate’s, hull gave a decided advantage 
to the Bonne-Citoyenne ; and to that may be attri^ 
bated, in a great degree, the comparative impunity 
with which the latter came out of the action. 


Sict'of resolving to measure his strength with an anta- 
frencu gouist of such apparently superior force, captain 
Mounsey displayed a highly commendable zeal for 
the service ; as, in conducting the six hours’ engage- 
ment to its final, and to him most glorious result, he 
did an equal degree of skill and intrepidity. Onthei 
other hand, when it is considered that the french 
commander and two of his lieutenants (perhaps the 
only two) lay dangerously wounded, that more than 
70 of his people had been placed hors de comhat^ 
and his ship battered until she was totally unmanage- 
able and scarcely seaworthy; that, when thus rpr 
duced, a body of british seamen, numerically equtdi 
and, in the sickly state of a portion of the french 
troops, physically superior, to all his remaining 
hands, were ready to rush upon his decks ; when all 


these circumstances are considered, few persons will 
think that the flag of the Furieuse could have been 
-kept any longer flying. 

Bonne- not merely in gaining this victory, that the 

officers and men of the Bonne-Citoyenne displayed 
so large a portion of those (jualities, by which Tbritish 
wttt seamen have attained their adtnitted, preemihene!|; 

Much remained to be done. Two crippled ships, 
reach oUe five feet' water in the hold, werd lo be 
.^Car^M from the middle of the Atlantic to a port bf 
The efifective prisoners, too, were morptbup 
Iqbal in nutaber to those by whom, during so Ipng q 
voyage, they were to be keptln subjecti^m. It tobi tjt^ 



^pnerCit{^e?»iBei.u|itil I h. 30i«. p. m. pn the 7|k ifPI?! 
,^, waaby very great exertions, ere she 
jfe^e.her prjae in tow and 'make sail for Halifax, 
^vp-Scotia. , On the 8tb, at 9 h. 30 m. p. m., ttw 
main and mizen masts of the Furieuse, no longer able, 
ip their shattered state, to withstand. the, motion 
0 ^ the Sea, fell overboard ; and thus was a ship of 
500 tons, herself in a crippled condition, compiled 
to drag after her a dismasted ship of nearly 1100 
tons. The Bonne-Citoyenne did so for 25 days, 
and anchored with her prize in Halifax. The season 
of the year, no doubt, was much in her favour : had 
it been winter, one ship, if not both, would in all 
probability have foundered. 

,The Furieuse was afterwards purchased for thej|™“®- 
use of the british navy, and became classed as a captain 
36-gun frigate. When subsequently fitted for sea 
at Portsmouth, captain Mounsey, who had been pro- 
moted to post-rank the moment his exploit reached 
the admiralty, was appointed to command her. 
Lieutenant Joseph Symes, first of the Bonne-Citoy- 
enne at the capture of the Furieuse, gained also, 
what he justly merited, a step in his profession. 
Captain Mounsey, in his official letter, makes honour- 
able, , mention of his second lieutenant, William 
Sandom, his master, Nathaniel .Williamson, and his 
purser^ John Nicholas C. Scott; also of two passengers 
pn board the sloop, Mr. John Black and Mr. Angus 
M^Auley, who in the handsomest manner volunteered 
their services, and assisted at the guns, and wherever 
they, could make themselves useful. 

,, .iSteePs monthly Navyrlist, until some correspondent 
c^used the mistake to be partially corrected, made SiS 
the Furieuse of “ 59 guns which exceeds, by two, 
the, pumber captain Mounsey states the ship to have 
been»pipreed for, by six, the number she could have 
moppted. without filling her chase-ports, and, 
ip^y as, the number she did actually mount 
captured. The French were, very sore at this e: 
gpfqiljtm of fhe force, of their frigate, bqt f] 
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blki^ in the wrong quarter. ' A publisher 
^jpy^ls’crtipulous ou these points } but a british 
uWbotig'h liable to be charged with fevery printed 
tftlrtatement relating to his own action, is too h<i> 
" OOumble to countenance such barefaced cbeutery. 
Qoii- On the 17th of May, at noon, latitude 44° 6' UOr^, 
chMes louffitude 11° 20' west, the british 10-gun brig-^SloOO 
anden- Goldfinch, (eight 18-pounder carronadcs and rtto 
^Se sixes, with 76 men and boys,) captain Fitzherbert; 
George Skinner, standing close hauled on the lar- 
board tack with the wind from the north-east by north, 
discovered and chased a ship directly to-windwUrd. 
This ship was the french corvette Mouche, of 16 
long brass 8-pounders and 180 men and boys, Ootai- 
ttianded by lieutenant de vaisseau Antoine Allbgre ; 
and, although of so decided a superiority of fortyO, 
M. Allegre suffered himself to be chased all the 
afternoon and night, and until 3 a. m. on the 18th, 
when the Goldfinch gallantly brought the MOuche to 
abaa-*** uction. The two vessels continued to engage on 
opposite tacks, but at too great a distance for the 
contest brig's carronades to produce their proper effect, 
until 7 a.m.; when the corvette, with the head of her 
fore topmast shot away, made off to-windward, leav- 
ing the Goldfinch with the loss of three mett killed 
and three severely wounded, and her masts, rigging, 
and sails a good deal cut up. ‘ * 

On the 21st, off the north coast of Spain; the 
a fire*“ Mouche fell in with the british hired armed linger 
Black- *®l^ck-Joke, lieutenant Moses Carihadey, and, aftei* 
Joke.^ exchanging broadsides with her, stood away 'for the 
harbour of San-Andero. Here the Mouche; along 
with a french gun-brig and schooner, was found Uhd 
isttipa Mptured, on the lOth of June, by the bHtish 88-gtih 
frigates Amelia, captain the honourable JVbdferi^ 
Andtro Paul Itby, and Statira, captain Charles WoM^ 
Who had arrived off that port td^bpe^iis 
with tile sphish patriots under genetal*BafeatiH6b 
in expel|iiffi the French from their tertftoiY. 

0h the 23d of April, ^hUe theirrititih'’3^1^ 



Off SFARTAN> Sid, OFF FESABO, , 

li^gate spartan, captain Jahleel Buenton, 
l^un frigate Aniphion, captain, William Hoste,!^ 
and ?8*gun frig^e Mercury, captain the honourable 
Bbnry Duncan, were cruising off the town of Pesaro, f^nd 
in the gulf of Verace, a number of vessels were“»^ 
observed to be lying in the mole. Deeming it prac- ^cuof 
4icable to take possession of these, captain Brenton^^^^g 
anchored bis three frigates, with springs on their 
oables, within half a mile of the town ; and, having 
placed the boats of the squadron under the orders 0-f 
lieutenant George Wickens Willes, first of the Span- 
tan, and formed them into two divisions, he directed 
the^first division, 'composed of the launches with their 
carronades, and other boats carrying field-pieces, 
and commanded by lieutenant Charles George Rod^ 
ney Phillott, first of the Amphioft, to take a station 
to the northward, and the second division, composed 
of rocket-boats, and commanded by lieutenant 
William Augustus Baumgardt of the Spartan, to. 
the southward, -of the town. 

As soon as these arrangements were made, cap- De- 
tain Brenton sent a flag of truce on shore, to demand 
the surrender of all the vessels ; adding, that should 
any resistance be offered, the governor must be an- 
swerpble for the consequences. At 11 h. 30 m. a. m. ' 

the officer returned to the Spartan, with a message 
fVOm the commandant of Pesaro, stating that, in half 
ah hour, the english commodore should have an 
answer. At the end of 35 minutes, observing no 
flag of truce flying on shore, but that troops Were 
assembling in the streets and on the quays, and the 
inhabitants employed in dismantling the vessel^ 
i^apkin Breirton hauled down the flag of tfuce, and 
fited one shot over the town to give warning to the 
Wohihn and children. onrir 

,:BbdP|ly afterwards the three frigates and the g^ 
phd ihdrtar boats, by signal from the Spartan, openi^ «>« 
th^ilp hpon tire town. At 32 mimffes past ^ 
pbserviijg.' several flags of truce hung out, 
j|^e]S|6n.< made the signal to cease firing. resseiL 
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4009. ■Willeft* ftien pulled into the harboury whei^O' &e 
was Iwfopmed that the commandant had madavhia 
estape with all the military. Considering the place 
Ptow as surrendered at discretion, captain Br^oibOii 
sent all the boats in to bring out the vessels, and 
landed the marines under lieutenant Thomas Moore, 
of that corps, to protect them. By 6 h. 30 m^ p. m., 
13 vessels, deeply laden, were brought oflF. Several 
others had been scuttled by the inhabitants and sunk, 
and some were aground. At 7 p. m. the castle at 
the entrance of the harbour was blown up, under, the 
direction of lieutenant Willes, and the British re- 
turned to their ships without a casualty. Nor was it 
known that any lives had been lost in the town, ex- 
cept one man, who, from not attending to the warning 
given him, was buried in the ruins of the castle, 
ten and Spartan and Mercury (the 

Mer-” AmphiOn having then been detached) chased- two 
cese-*! vessels into the port of Cesenatico, the entrance of 
natico. which is Very narrow, and was defended by a battery 
of two 24-pounders and a castle. Observing that 
several other vessels were lying in the harbour> cap- 
tain Brenton determined to take possession af the 
whole of them. The coast is so shoal, that the two 
frigates had only four fathoms considerably out ^of 
gun-shot of the town. On this account the boats 
Were detached ahead and on each bow, to lead 
in, with directions to make a signal when in three 
fathoms. 

Anchor In this manner the two frigates, by noon,, were 
enabled to anchor in a quarter three fathom’s within 
and grape-range of the battery. The latter was very soon 
silenced ; and the boats, under the orders of lieu- 
vessei*. tenantWilles, pushed in and took possession of It, 

, turning the guns upon the ca^e and town, which 
were very soon deserted. The British Oapturc^ 
on this occasion 12 vessels, some laden with coi$n 
for \’*(i'^nice, and others in ballast. The latter wei^ 
011ed with hemp and iron out of the taagapaessior 
those; urtioles on the quay, and a vessel whiObjhaii 
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Ji>^n soWttled*.was burnt. The cattle and 
w»r©, then blown up, Ihie battery destroyed, and th^v 
guns spiked j .and the British returned, ^o their ships 
wi&put having a single man wounded, although much 
exposed to the fire of the battery and of musketry. 

Nor was any' damage done to the ships, although, in 
consequence of the zeal of captain Duncan to get 
close to the enemy, the Mercury was for a short 
time aground. . 

. On the 14th of June, in the morning, the british 
IS-gun brig-sloop Scout, captain William Raitt, acoa- 
disGOvering a convoy of 14 or 15 sail of vessels, 
under the protection of two gun-boats, coming round Croi- 
Cape Croisette, made all sail in chase ; but, about 
1 p, M., it falling calm, and the convoy being a good 
deal dispersed, captain Raitt despatched his boats 
under the orders of lieutenant Henry Robert Bat- 
tersby. On seeing this, seven sail pushed for a 
harbour about three leagues to the eastward of the 
cape, into which the boats proceeded under a heavjr , ^ 
and well-directed fire of grape and musketry. 

. Lieutenant Battersby, with a part of his men, 
landed, and attacked the enemy, who were numerous tersby 
among the rocks: he then stormed and carried the 
battery, mounting two 6-pounders in embrasures, brings 
These were spiked ; and, the boats with lieutenant 
John Farrant, Mr. John Batten the master, and mas- &c. 
tec’s mate Granville Thompson, having in the mean 
time pulled up the harbour, the seven vessels were 
brought out ; although, for their better security, they 
had been made fast with ropes from the shore to 
their mast-heads and keels. In the execution of this 
liervice, the British sustained a loss of one man killed 
and five wounded. ; 

v.OSn the;i4th of July lieutenant Battersby, at the Agwn 
head of a, detachment of the Scout’s seamen and caru. 

^ mturines^ attacked a strong battery which commanded 
,tho/port of Cbrri, between Marseille and the Rhop^i 
Ohtned the fort without’ any loss, spiked the; 
ikilled fivo'of the enemy, andmade seven prl^^lii. 
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aod fitbdr ooQAjaiiipKi 
jSSu liiewteiWftnt Battersby, in tte succeeding Sepiinid;^ 
’AIMt^liromoted to the rank of commandert * 
T»|»»e ijitsOn the 12th of March, at 6 h. 30 in. a. M>> 4 ihe 
i5^- i[$land of Anti-Paxo in the Adriatic bearing' about 
faUto distant six or seven leagues, the british 

with pounder SG^gun frigate Topaze, captain Anselm 
french GriflSths, standing close hauled on the starboard 
frigates tack with a light breeze from the south-south-east, 
in nompany with the 18-gun ship-sloop Kingfisher^ 
captain Ewell Tritton, dKQOvered, and immediately 
bore up for, two strange frigates in the east^north*- 
east. These were the french 40-gun frigates Dana^ 
and Plore. At 6 h, 40 m. a. m., mistaking, we 
suppose, the Kingfisher for a larger vessel than she 
was, the two frigates made all sail north -by east. 
At 10 A. M. they were hull down from the Topaze in 
the east-north-east, and the Kingfisher was in the 
j., south-west, between four and five miles off, under 
'^allsailin light airs, trying her utmost to close. At 
11 A. M. the two frigates made sundry signals, and 
tacked off shore a little to the southward of Pargos. 
The Topaze then stood within three miles of the 
strangers, tacked, and hove to ; the Kingfisher ;ftt 
this time eight or nine miles astern, still under aU 
Sail and sweeping. The Danae and Flore then wore 
and stood in shore again, Anti-Paxo at noon bearing 
from the Topaze west-north-west distant four or 
five miles. - 

Topaze . At 20 minutes past noon the Topaze, with the 
gl«es. wind now from the north-north-west, were and again 
the^ ^lade all sail after the two strangers, evideatly fid- 
' gates mounting from 44 to 48 guns each. " 4 

the Dana4 and Flore, who were noit^ tp^windward^ 
parsed within hail of each other, and tanked- off 
ih^^main land. At 2 h. 10 m.-p. M. they ^hoistga 
frenal^Bnlburs, and oneofthem abreo^peit^b ^ 
five, ml^tes mdre the Topaze hoisted^ iter 
add' ‘ft' shot ftt the headtnbst ^{n, • whibh'^^ihV 
Iktb^^ Mdined j and the two frigafeVeiktliaja^ 
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fewmdrtdes wMfo i«Bsing^ 6n opposite tacks. . 

^opKisO' then stood on and engaged the sternin<^ 
frigate in a swnilar manner; and at 3 p. m; tacked 
iSfOm the* main. The headmost french frigate at the 
thme mOBSent tacked off Paxo, and was presently 
followed in the manoeuvre by her consort. At 8 li. 
^M.^p. M. the Topaze and her two opponents en^ - 
gilfiged in Crossing each other, the same as befowj'l ’ , 
tne Kingfisher at the distance ol six or seven miles, 
and to^leeWafd. At 4 h. 30 m. the Topaze and the two 
fi«nch fr^ates again commenced firing on opposite 
focks, and continued engaging, at the distance of 
about a mUe and a quarter, until nearly 5 p. m., when “teer 
the l>anae and Flore tacked off Paxo out of gun-shot, 
and stood up the passage to Corfu under all sail } 
Ibftvirig to a single british frigate, with 12-pounders 
only, me credit of having obliged them to do so* 

'Shortly afterwards the Topaze bore up attd cloSed Topaze 
the Kingfisher ; without, as it appears, having bus* ^ 
tained any loss in her action with her two very for*no*es 
bearing opponents, although one french 18-pound 
Shot had gone through the gig, launch, yawl, and the 
quarterdeck [bulwark. Our researches have not 
enabled us to give the names of the captains of these 
two french frigates ; not, at least, with that degree 
Of certainty which is requisite in a case circumstanced 
like the present. At all events it is evident, that 
Captaih Oriffiths, in chasing and attacking two suoh 
Opponents, evinced a considerable share of gallantry. 

On the 81st of May the Topaze, cruising off these“<J» 
Coast of Albania, observed nine vessels lying at b*it» 
anthoy in the toad of Demata, situated behind the 
of rocks under the fortress of St.-Maura. Find- 
ill^ ^at the ship could not with safety approach 
nfktr^ enough to capture or destroy them, captain 
Oriffifos <fospatched Upon that service the boats df 
Ibfe Tc^ie^, under the orders of the first lieutetianf. 
Caffe'S Hutiifttmndi (whOse^right hand whs neariP 
from A^^reVious'wOuhd ?n cutting out 


'by life acting ataster Georg 


ta. 
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‘ 2809. lieateDaDts of marines Edwar4 South Merco^^.^ncl! 
WilljsttiiHalsted, and ihaster’s mates Henry PacjK^jJ|(; 
and Robert Bisset Fenwick. ^ i 

Lieut. > ; Being obliged to- row along outside the reef, fthd 
Si iffilring then to round it, the boats were necessarily 
exposed, within a musket-shot distance, ip the 
bring** galling fire of the enemy’s whole force. Nptwith- 
vesgeis ®i®oding this formidable opposition, lieutenapi 
Hatomond and his party gallantly pushed pn.j . apd> 
with so ■ comparatively slight a loss as one marine 
killed and one seaman slightly wounded, boarded 
and brought out the whole nine vessels ; among which 
Were, one xebec of eight carriage guns and six swivels, 
with a crew of 55 men, one cutter of four, and one 
felucca of three guns, and two gun-bbats of one gun 
each. After this act of gallantry performed by lieu- 
tenant Hammond, and the severe wounds which his 
former services had cost him, we regret to find, by a 
reference to his name in the list, that he still bears 
V'the rank he did 20 years ago. 

Po- . On the 13th of June, at 8 a. m.. Cape Bon bearing 
“p!® south-west distant seven miles, the british 38-gun 
turesa frigate Pomone, captain Robert Barrie, captured, 
teeT" after a short chase, the neapolitan privateer. Lucien- 
Charles, a new bombard, mounting one long 12, and 
ed by'a two long 6 pounders, with a crew of 53 men, com- 
, manded, of all things, by a french adjutant-general, 
and no less a man than the chevalier Charles-Lucien 
Prevost de Boissi ; who could also add, to his title 
of privateer’s-man, that of “ oflScier de la Ibgion 
, ^ d’honneur.” , 

On the 24th of June rear-admiral. Martin, with the 
8G-gun ship Canopus, captain Charles Ipglis, ,74-,gun 
' ahips Spartiate and Warrior, captains sir JPrancis 
Pro- Laforey, bart., and John William Spranger, 22-gun 
****** Cyane, captain Thomas Staines, and ISrgun, 

brig-i^pop Espoir, captain Robert Mitford, along 
tfith a numerous flotilla of british and Sicilian, gna- 
bPats, and, a fleet of transports with^ troope^ anc|iored » 
t|lt|iem>rrawardpf the islands of Ischia and J^ocida, 
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itt ‘^i^adin^ss to make an attack iipoh them. 
the* bourse of the evening, the rear-admiral detachi^d 'j^ 
the (?yane and Espoir, with 12 gun-^boats, to take a 
sta^od to the southward of those islands, for the 
phlpose of preventing any reinforcements or supplies 
being thrown into them from the main. ' 

On the 25th, at 8 a. m., when lying at anchor , two 
niiles south by east of the island of Procida, in com-? Espoir 
party with the gun-boats, the Cyane and Espoir 
covered a french frigate, a corvette, and several and 
gun-boats coming out of Pozzuolibay. The british7““** 
Vessels, by signal from the Cyane, immediately got 
under way, and, having a light air from the north- 
east, stood to meet the enemy’s vessels ; with what 
chance of success, had one party been as daring as 
the other, some account of the force on each side 
will best explain. The Cyane mounted on her main 
deck 22 carronades, 32-pounders, and on her quarter- Sde*' 
deck and forecastle eight carronades, 18-pounders, i- 
and two long sixes, total 32 guns; with a com- 
plement, if all were on board, of 17§ men and boys. 

The Espoir mounted the usual armament of , her 
class, 16 carronades, 32-pounders, and two sixes, 
with 120 men and boys. The french frigate Cerhs 
appears to have been of the same class as the franco- 
venetian frigate Carrere, captured in 1801,* and 
consequently carried 18-pounders : her total number 
of guns was at least 42, some accounts say 44, and 
her complement was 'about 350 men. The corvette 
was the Fama, mounting 28 or 30 guns, including 
24 long 8, or, according to some accounts, long 
12 pounders, with a crew of 260 men. The gun- 
boats, on each side were armed' much in the same 
mhnW; each with a long 18 or 24 pounder. ‘ 

’ iAtt S h* 30 m- the Cyane and her consorts Rred Jm- 
several brpadsides at the french frigate and 
chii^rtsl which fire the latter returned, and tfaea action, 
s|pi^ irt for the land. At 9 h. 40 m. a. m. the drJpapf * 
eb^d ; artd. on account of the distance at 

^ See voL iii. p. 138, 
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hak^ be^ maintained, ivith no ^eat effeOt OB eiihor 
the Cyane, howevei^ had her main tO|i|g^ltitft 
yyid and some staysj shot away. The british sni;^ aod 
wig' continued all day cruising between ProcidaioBri 
the main, and at 9 p. m. reanohored off the island. ®tt 
i*cW# the same evening Prgcida surrendered without 0]^piM 
Si sition i as had Ischia in the morning, except a ctetl^ 
Sen- south-east point of the island, which mado 0 
der, demonstration of resistance and did not capitnlatB- 
till some days afterwards. On the night of the 
25th, receiving intelligence that a flotilla of gun- 
boats was on its way from Gaeta to the bay of 
Naples, rear-admiral Martin detached in that difeo- 
tioh the few Sicilian gun-boats remaining with him. 

On the 26th, at 6 h. 25 m. a. m., the Oyane, Espodr, 
and the british and Sicilian gun-boats in their com- 
pany, having shortly before weighed, began engaging 
^^the french gun-boats, just as they were rounding 
gun-^the point of Baia. By his prompt and vigorous 
attacK upon the gun-boats and batteries, captain 
Staines checkot the progress of the flotilla, and 
enabled the british and Sicilian gun-boats to bring 
their opponents to close action; whereby, before 
10 A. M., 18 french guivboats were taken and fOttr 
destroyed. In this smart affair, the Cyane received 
23 shot in the hull, had her masts, yards, rigging, 
and sails a good deal cut, and lost one seaman and 
one boy killed, one master’s mate (David Jotles) 
mortally, and six seamen slightly wounded. Th© 
Espoir appears to have escaped without an^ lo<^ 
whatever. 


On the same afternoon, observing a flag of tfUe© 
on a battery near ’Point Messino, captain StMuseqi 
detached the boats to the spot; and, after Spiiyflg 
fblQfr' 36-pounders on the battery and destroyfbg'th© 
Ot^iages, the boats took off 15 dfesertfers. 
thb '(^jfte and Espoir, accompanied by ^ 

f un-bOhts/ stood into Pozzuoli bay, where 
a«Sa, Add 12 gun-boats wer© lying at anchor." Cfep-i 
tain Siainci^ continued working and sodnding'off 

1 * ^ ' tf ? 



AND 

, PpagOoli j and at 8 a. iii. <9n the , 27th thenW^ 
€^00^ j^und hersfelf becalmed so near to the shoi^ 
that a j^efy of four guns opened ,uppn her. Mcapt. 
1€| A. tM.> the fire becoming troublesome, oaptaiu 
Staines embarked in one of the gun-boats, gnd, pm* 
leading them to the attack, soon silenced the Battery. 

Ha then landed with a party of men, spiked four sttack 
36^pounders, destroyed the carriages, hove a lO-kioh battery 
mortar into the sea, and returned to his ship without f«*rli{ 
a casualty. . 

At 6 ,p. M.j finding that the Cyane and Espoir lay^^J^' 
becalmed in the offing, and considering the gun-boats and 
in the bight of the bay as no obstacle, the french 
commodore weighed and put to sea with the C^rhs, steer 
Faroa, and 20 gun-boats, bound to Naples. At Naples. 
5 h. 42 m. the Cyane made the Espoir’s signal to 
prepare for battle and make all possible sail. At 
oh. 23 m. p. M. the Sicilian gun-boats began annoying < 
the rear of the french gun-boats. At 6 h. 50m.> |f 
finding that the Espoir and Sicilian gun-boats were ^etand 
now too far astern to be of much service j and ob- chased 
serving that the french frigate was nearly a milccyane. 
and a half astern of the corvette, and about the 
spme distance from the french gun-boats, the Cyanp; 
manned her sweeps and stood towards the Cer6g, 
then not more than three miles from the mole* of 
Naples. 

At 7 h.20m. p. m. the Cyane 'succeeded in gettmgjPy«“« 
alongside of the french frigate, within half pistoPtagea 
shot distance, and commenced the action with her. 

*I%e Gerfes, assisted occasionally by the corvette, and* * 
thfe gun-boats, and the batteries of Naples, within 
gptNshot of which she had by this time arrived^ to sur- 
ret^hed the Cyane’s fire. At 7 h. ^ m< the Cer^s 
■Wal ' obsefved to get a reinforcement of men from 
Najples. , Notwthstanding this, at 7 h. :45 m., the, 
hahied down her colours, btrt rehoisted thOalj 
a eec^^ rfelnforcertent , of men. At 
the fire of the C6rhs slackened c,.. 

««lhtwo.®r thifee, imiiutes more the 

oodtintled firing her inaindeck guns ; and aiohi 30 m, 
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< 13809., ^eios^^rmg! altogethefr^ j But, as thte Oyaoe/heiidtis 
jISr^.hiaj«jii|g.':expended all; he« powdery was >At 
a.imt ‘ftplpf^aching fast towtods, the mole-head oliNapjNfs, 
^“Aen ' soareely a mile and adalf distantjuMri? Jose| 6 h 
f<i»»rt--MilIer> the master^ upon whom> for the:r,ea»oiWi4M.t 
'will presently appear> , the command had' devolred, 
*’ founds himself unable to: itake advantage i ‘idle 

ehdmy’s Confusion. ; s s i nvi 

ncrse- H .'lJhis being the case, the Cyane hauled off, w»lh 
all her sails completely riddled by the enemy’s gsra^e 
and* langridge, her standing and running rigging cat 
loss. .tO'pieces, her fore and mizen masts badly woutid^, 
45* round shot in and through her sidesyher c^dn- 
plates, and several port-timbers destroyed, and; four 
guns disabled from the drawing of the ring-bolts 5 
also with a loss of one seaman and one marine killed, 
her captain and first lieutenant, James Hall, (both 
dangerously,) second and only remaining, lijeutensaat, 
(John Ferrier,) ' one mid-shipman, (John Taylor,) 11 
seamen, ■ four marines, and one boy wounded;. The 
■Bspoir, who had some share in the latter part of 
this engagement, sent the gun-boats to the assistance 
of her crippled consort, and they towed her out. of 
the bay. On account of her greatly disabled stale, 
'the Cyane was immediately sent to England , to he 
refitted. . ( 

Seyeri- ' The wound of Captain Staines was indeed a severe 
cVtain one; • He lost his left arm out of the socket atithe 
wo'^' and was also wounded m the;side. *Lieu- 

’ tenant Hall’s wounds were in the thigh and .aims; 
and it gratifies us to observe that, in : a few ' months 
after the very gallant service in, which >he.h«d> been 
engaged, he was promoted to the rank of eonfinandier. 

' -Of the proceedings of the Cyane altogether,, in.'bbe 
•vieihity. of Procida, they are such as do honoam*^ 
officer and man who was on;board! ofihen;^ 4 Pid, 
eertsdrily, nobler* behaviour &an that< which phpt^ 
^displayed on the oceaaon, vn^> hav^Mipiier 
had^to'-re^d.-'i 'vjjt 

I < C>h ^ 123di'of J uly>i in the 
74-guu ship Excellent, captain John West, being at . 
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m ftoobop off Trie^t, discovered an enemy’s convoyr *•*? 
standing alo^ the northern shore towards that port. 
With the view of cutting off the vessels, captain E*cei^ 
West got under way, and took up a position between •*“* 
them and their destined port. Seeing this, the con- 
voy took shelter in Duin, a port four league's to the 
north-west of Triest. Having in company with him Dnin. 
the 18-gun ship-sloop Acorn, captain Robert Glo- 

C ,e, and 16-gun brig-sloop Bustard, captain John 
Markland, captain West deemed it practicable 
to get possession of this convoy ; and accordingly, 
at' 10 P- M., captain Clephane, with the two sloops, 
and all the boats of the Excellent, under the orders 
of. her first lieutenant, Mr. John Harper, was de- 
tached to perform the service. 

About midnight the boats, covered by the Acorn 
imd Bastard, who from her light draught of water covered 
led in, pushed through a heavy fire into the har-g|^*p“ 
hour; and, while captain Robert Cummins, of the ’ ■ 
marines, landed with a small party to dislodge the gun-’* 
enemy from . the rugged precipices round the port, 
lieutenant Harper and his detachment gallantly 
boarded and carried six italian gun-boats, three of 
three long 24, and the remainder of three long 18 
pounders; and which gun-boats, along with 10 laden 
tjrabaccolos, or coasters, were brought off with no 
sweater loss to the British than the Bustard’s master, 

Mr, Katly Robinson, and seven seamen and marines 
wounded, one of them mortally. 

Qn the 24th of August the british IS^pounder Am- 
^Tgun frigate Amphion, captain William Hoste, 
reeonuoitred the port of Cortelazzo, situated- he- 
t^e^ Venice and Triest, and discovered lying there iwn 
ai^ kfraneo-italian gun-boats, and a convoy of mer- 
ohenh'trsbaccolos, moored in a strong position, 
under a hstte^ of four 24-pounders, at the mouth 
of the river Fiavie; Finding it impracticable, on 
aocojunhof the shallowness of the water, to enter. the 
port with the, frigate, captain Hoste, having received 

c^xmci account of the fjwrce s 
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of the vetseli htid I>titt0ry^'fe9elv®8<8 
'JSgi to Ms boats. To prevent any suiploiott otHbll 
djatofttj he kept out of sight of land until the 
0 ^ the 96th) wh6n> crowding all sail, ihe Aniphli^ 
. stood in shore, and at 1 a. m. on the 27th andnoriid 
(^ the entrance of the Piavie. ' 

tolLs 8 A. It. a detachment of 70 seamen afta tnasi* 
rines, commanded by lieutenant Phillott, assisted by 
u^er heutenant George Matthew Jones, and lieutenant of 
marines Thomas Moore, landed about a mile to thd 
Phiiiott southward of the battery ; leaving lieutenant Williani 
Slaughter, with the boats, to push, for the riVefr the 
hiBtant the fort was carried. At 3 h. 15 n>. a. JA. 


the alarm was given ; and at the same instant liett** 
tenant Phillott and his party attacked the ftnrt. So 
vigorous was the assault, that, in 10 minutes, although 
surrounded by a ditch and a chevaux de frizey the 
fort was carried, and the concerted signal ma^ fdl^ 
Untir the boats to advance. The four 24-pounders On thU 
r^t* battery were instantly turned upon the gumboatfj 
and' which were also attacked by a fire of musketry from 
w?es beutenant Moore and his marines. Thus assailed) the 
Bix gumboats were boarded and carried, after a Slight 
foati, opposition, by the Amphion’s boats under lieutenant 
&c. ’ Slaughter. I 

Four of the gun-boats mounted one long24-poUhdei* 
each, and two of them, of a larger descriptiofiit 
mounted each one long 24-pounder in the boW' &im 
one long 12-pounder in the stem, with four sWivelft 
alO’Ug the gunwale, and a crew of 36 men* Ttro 
trabaceolos with cargoes were taken, and 6ve hOfiAi* 
Having spiked the guns at the battery, and tUtuU^y 
destroyed it, together with an adjacent barrack/lieif- 
tenant Phillott and his detachment reembaitod m 
with so slight a loss as one marine aecidenttoiy 
meunded by an explosion, and that not badly, afruff 
the baiWy and vessels had been captured^ - r ‘ # 

oto& addiodn to the officers already named, « 
cen ' Ttere pri^unt in this very gallant and littpertato 
miastei^ msitee John l>ajdeny Hi# 



tilt 

Joseph Gape^ Charles {{eiifijf 
JBtoss, George Castle^ii Charlee^ Henry Kempthorn^ 
^iliiam Lee Rees, and Charles Bpuce> and first-class 
vohiiitedrsj or boys, Thomas Edward Hestej Francis 
Cteorge' Farewell, and Robert Spearinaii|s also 
surgeon's assistant Jonathan Argus. For his distm- 
gftfehed- behaviour on this and on several previous 
oebasionsj lieutenant Phillott was immediately proi* 
itaoted to the rank of commander. ■ ^ i i 

' ’ *0n the 1st of April in the evening, the british 28“ 
gun frigate Mercury, captain the honourable Henry 3$ 
Dnncanj detached her boats, under the orders cwf^°““ 
lieutenant Watkin Owen Pell, assisted by lieutenant two 
Robert James Gordon, Mr. Richard Hildyard the 
master, lieutenant of marine? James Whylock, Jere-* Rovig-, 
miah Crawley the carpenter, George Anderson cap* 
tain’s clerk, midshipmen John Sterling, John WilkeS; 
William Parker, and Charles Adam, and Mr. Robert 
Williams acting surgeon, to cut out from the port of 
Rovigno, on the coast of Istria, two franco-italian 
guttiboats, moored close to two heavy batteries. 

' After dark the boats pulled into the harbour, the 
eittrahce of which is not more than 100 yards widej 
attd, under a very heavy fire of great guns and mus- gai- 
ketry, they boarded and carried, although fully pre.- 
pared with boarding-nettings triced up to her mast- and 
^ad, the gun-boat Leda, of one long 24-pounder 
And six large swivels, commanded by a french 
CtrSeigne de vaisseau. The other gun-boat, similarly 
arftied, Was* lying close to her, and would also have 
bben captured ; nad not a fog unexpectedly come on, 
Wlftch completely deranged the plan of attack, and 
obliged the boats to tow the prize out under the 
additional fire of five guns, mounted upon an island 
tndf 'was to' hate been stormed by the marines. In 
thi#*irefy ghllanfaffair, the British had one seaman 
klllOd, and'dieutenanf^PellyWho had previously 
s^llfgiih the- Sbrvifce, Wounded’ severely in two pladeS^ 

and three aeamen'wouhded slightly. : 

”l$th of IMtay the Mercury anchored wiMiin 
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isos.iialf ‘^n-shot, in four fathoms, and cannonaded thd 
towdi' of Rotti, near Manfredonia. After pouring in 
Uewt. ^‘feW broadsides, captain Duncan sent in a bodfs 
Gor- crew and a party of marines under lieutenant Gbrt 
Ro^* don, who landed and destroyed seven trabaccolo^ 
which had been hauled on shore, and returned to the 
ship with no other loss than himself severely 
wounded by an explosion of gunpowder while burn- 
ing one of the vessels. 

Peirat the night of the 7th of September, the boats 
Bar- of the Mercury, under the orders of lieutenant Pell, 
letta. assisted by lieutenant Gordon, lieutenant Whylock 
of the marines, Mr. Sandell the gunner, and Mr. 
Anderson captain’s clerk, each of whom commanded 
a boat, went into the harbour of Barletta near Man- 
fredonia, and boarded and carried, in a very gallant 
style, the french national schooner Pugliese, mount- 
ing five 6, and two 18 pounders, with 31 men on 
board, commanded by an enseigne de vaisseau. 
Although the schooner fired as the boats approached, 
was moored with eight cables inside, almost touched 
the mole lined with musketry, and was within mus- 
ket-shot of a castle mounting eight guns, and of two 
armed feluccas, from under the fire of which the 
Pugliese was towed without rudder or sails,' so 
judiciously and promptly was the attack made by 
lieutenant Pell, that not a man of his party was hurt. 
Boats On the 11th of May the british 38-gun frigate 
^Mei- i^eipojji^ne, captain Peter Parker, chased a danish 
ihan-of-war cutter, of six guns, on shore at Huilbo, 
HuUbo. a harbour in Jutland. The Melpomfene immediately 
anchored in 19. fathoms, and despatched her boats, 
under the orders of lieutenants James Hahway 
Plumridge and George Rennie, to destroy the cut- 
tpr. The boats, covered by the fire of the Mel- 
ppmhne, completely effected their object under a 
galling fire from the enemy, but not without loss, lieu- 
tenant Rennie, two seamen, and three marines haying 
been severely wounded. ‘ ■ 

On the 15th of May the british 18-pounder 32-gun 
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frjii^ate Tartar^ captain Joseph Baker, chased djj 
shore near Felix berg, on the coast of Courland, a'jJJJr 
danish sloop-privateer of four guns; the crew of Boats 
which, 24 in number, landed with their muskets, and, 
being joined by some of the country people, posted Feiu- 
themselves behind the sand-hills near the beach. 
Captain Baker immediately sent the Tartar’s boats, 
under the orders of lieutenants Thomas Sykes 
and Frederick Augustus Hargood Parker, to board 
the vessel and bring off or destroy her. The British 
boarded the privateer without loss, and, by turning 
her guns upon the beach, soon dislodged the party 
posted there. But the Danes, before they abandoned 
their vessel, had most dishonourably placed a lighted 
candle in a 12-pounder cartridge in the magazine, 
where lay several hundred weight of powder. For- 
tunately one of the Tartar’s men discovered the 
light, and, with wonderful presence of mind, grasped 
the candle in his hand Just as it had burnt within half 
an inch of the powder. Another minute, and all on 
board and alongside of the vessel would have been 
blown to destruction. 

On the 23d of May, at 10 h. 30 m. p. m., very dark, ^eipo* 
the british 38-gun frigate Melpomene, now com-Stwk* 
manded by captain Frederick Warren, lying at single 
anchor in the Great Belt off Omoe island, nearly gua- 
becalmed, discovered several large boats standing *’°***' 
towards her. The frigate immediately cleared for 
action, and at 11 p.m. commenced an engagement with 
about 20 sail of danish gun-boats. Finding it im- 
possible to bring her guns to bear with any effect 
while at anchor, and a light air of wind just then 
springing up, the Melpomene cut her cable, and made 
sail to close her opponents. In this way the action 
continued until 1 h. 15 m. a. m. on the 30th ; when the Beau 
gun-boats began to slacken their fire, and presently 
pulled away from the frigate with all their strengtp. 

The wind still continuing light, the Melpomene wj^ 
unable to proceed in chase ; and her individually 
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|ik)9> stiiidlt fcoUectiVeljr fotteidablef/ ailttigomste»|p0i 
port^ ' ' ' 

Hef 7^*® 24 pounders of the Datne»«M4 

'pfs^uioed a very seHous effect both iipoh the'^lWil^ 
mage '^riel and the personnel of the british ft‘t|'ate ; 
i“,g snils and rigging of every sort were cut ta pieces-; 
her mizenmast so badly wounded as to rfet[uhre< 4b 
be fished; her bumpkin shot away, and hef hull, 
both above and below water, greatly shattered. 
The less on board the Melpomfene amounted to four 
seamen and one marine killed, and 29 officers, Sed- 
men, , and marines wounded. What loiSs was sus- 
tained on the part of the Danes, we are ' unable to 
dhow ; but it was probably of no very great amount, 
the darkness of the night concealing the gun^boats 
'from view, and the calm state of the weather enabling 
them to take a position out of the reach Of the 
frigate's broadside. Captain Warren, his officers, 
and crew behaved in the bravest manner ; and, as -u 
proof that their ship was really in the shattered state 
we have described, the Melpomfeiie, on her return to 
England in two or three months afterwards, was pdt 
out of commission as a cruising frigate. 
ofM- On the 19th of June the british 74-gun ship Belle- 
lero- rophon, captain Samuel Warren, cruising off the 
coast of Swedish Finland in company Vtith the 
Minotaur 74, captain. John Barrett, was detatehed by 
the latter off Hango. At sunset the Bellerophpn 
discovered a lugger, apparently armed, and ttvo 
other vessels, at anchor within the islands. Dteetaift^ 
it of importance to get hold of them, captain Wlarren 
anchored, and detached the boats of the Bbllfe- 
rophon, under the orders of lieUterfiant Robert Pildb, 
assisted by lieutenants John Sheridan 'arid* George 
ISi^tham, lieutenapt of marines Alfred Octat/'ins 
Cfarrington, and Mr. Mart the ship’s carpenterj hll 
vbiuhteers. The party met no dppoiSttlbn lH gett«te 
pdssesjsipn of the vessels; but, being found’bf 
"ibapdoned, espeeially ias the^f, lay 



9ip^6i«f^F 6< Wff l»tt«rifl8,ilot before oh8brrii|g Jfp>; 
and of several gun-boats. It was «0w j;odged lieciS^ 

returning, to dash at the , 

battery, which mounted four 24*-poWnders> 
ij^ ivusas garrisoned by 103 men. After an ohstiBaid , 
BeSistwaoc, this battery was carried in the’n»08t gal* 

Jont manner^ the Russians retreating to some boats 
that lay on the opposite side of the island* The 
gUns were spiked and the magazine destroyed^ and 
British got back to their ship With so coml>apa» 
tively slight a loss as five men wounded. 

. Onthe 7th of July,as a british squadron, composed 
ofdhe 74-gun ship Implacable, captain Thomas pUc” 
Byam Martin, ana Bellerophon, captain Samuel^'®'*"* 
Warren, 38-gun frigate Melpomfene, captain Peter porcol* 
Parker, and 18-gun ship-sloop Prometheus, captain i"*‘*** 
Thomas Forrest, was cruising on the coast of Fin- 
land, a russian flotilla of gun-boats and merchant 
vessels was observed at anchor under Porcola Point. 

The gun-boats were eight in number, each armed 
with’ one long 24 and one long 30 pounder, and 
manned with 46 men. The position they had taken 
was of extraordinary strength, being betwixt two 
recks, which served as a cover to their wings, and 
whence a destructive fire of grape could be poured 
iqpon any boats that should assail them. Notwith- 
standing this, it was resolved to attempt the capture 
or destruction of the flotilla; and lieutenant Joseph 
Hawkey, first of the Implacable, was gratified wuh HLfc 
i^e eommaadofthe enterprise, to consist of the boats 
the four ships, 17 in number, containing about 270 *ttwk 
officers and men* Among the officers employed, were 
flka’^ loUowing: lieutenants William Houghton Undgi^ ' 
Frenleriek Vernpn, and lieutenants of marines James 
T^mas Cracknel! and James Clarke, of the Im- 
jjaeablej, lieutenants Charles Allen, John Sheridan, 

f id John Shekel, and lieutenants of marines George 
f ndali end Alfred Octavius Carringtcm, of the Belw^ 
?8#ehj| liesteoani^ Gfcoige Rennie, lieute^t- ^ 
nMktisfts , Robert Qilbexti and mldshipmmi* Jenn B* 
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lilewttiaiWijy^ ief the Melpomitte? aBdlfewtenaatlM*® 
4lie Pitomdthtettgi* i iiiih* 

c. At 9 p. M. the boats proceeded to th^ aitaokf 
t"" r^gi^tess of the hedVy fira opened' tqlott' thbnvcin 
Sei^ ^eir advance, pushed OB^: not firing a muskettriKdA 
they touched the sides of the gun-^boats; .iitheiitthei 
british.seamen and marines’ bparded, sword <ki<haiid|. 
and caftied all before them. Of the eight gun^bdakH* ’ 
six were captured, one was sunk> and: one' escape $ 
apd the whole 12 merchant vessels under their proHu 
tection, : and which were laden with powder and 
provisions for the russian army, were al so, captured, > 
together with a large armed ship. The latter Waft' 
burnt, but the other vessels were brought>safe out;* ’ ’ 
^liVut truly gallant exploit was not accoiOpliAed 

Haw- ’without a serious loss. Lieutenant Hawkey^ t thd ; 
commanding officer of the detachment,- having * 
one gun-boat^ was killed by a grape-shot while iri thd' 
act. of boarding the second j and the last words of 
this gallant young man were: “ Huzza! push oi^,i 
England for ever I” Captain Martin, in his letterto 
vice*-admiral sir James Saumarez, thus eloquently 
touches upon the merits of lieutenant Hawkey: No 

E raise from my pen can do adequate justice to this . 

uuented young man ; as an offioer, he was aotivdj * 
correct, and zealous, to the highest degree; the. 
leader in every kind of enterprise, and regardless of 
danger, he delighted in whatever could tends tocpro** 
mote the glory of his country.” The next offieeP^' 
lieutenant Charles AUen,of the Bellerophon; assumed > 

. thoicommand of the party, and completed the. btu^ess 
in^he successful manner already described. ; . r.* u (.- 1 
' The. whole of the loss on-fhe british side •afnonnted* 
•idt. tp4wo lieutenants, (Messrs. Ha/wkey!>ancl iStir^g'j)s< 
oi^i midshipman, (Mr. Mounteney,) one seedfid' 
(Benjamin Crandbn,) eight ftefl3neb,>ahdi.ftv^. 
m^lti^ft kified, and one boabiwaiii; (Matthew (Yeseyiji i 
25 ,seaijien,*{tnd 11 marines wounded. ' Amt^g 
Iqsp anloacmlddged lo have ibeeii' sustained' by?i^.' 
KniiwuiiiafwdF6.|tt > A athny^^e i 
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smmknI ^ewafenl' M* sbcnre^i «^id(^seveeal .peririwdk ?^ 
iff iite attempt; and^ of the 1^ pntdnefs takes; t§dn^ 
tKdv'<r\vMHidedi-)< ■ >' fi"i » *' 

25tkof J'fflyjCaptain Ohairlei^ Dudley Pat^^ 
e4i(nmatidingi<a brititfa squadron, 'compesed<ofbis own 
shipithe Prineess-Caroline 74, the Miftotaut/efi thdf^®P^j 
s^e force; eaptaiu' John Barrett, 18- pounder »32('gmitod 
frij^te' Cerberus, captain Henry Whitby, al«l»18*ytoa^^!*“ 
ship^ioop’ Prometheus, captain Thomas Forrest, j»er-)lo*ttat 
mhted thd’ latter to lead the boats df the squaufctafrtoit*' 
17fin nutnber, t6 the attack of four russian gun-boat®'***®* 
and »n' armed brig, lying at Fredericksham, near 
Aspo roads, in the gulf of Finland* After dark the 
boat®, commanded by captain Forrest, who vii» 
assisted by, among other officers, lieutenants James 
BaShford of the Princess-Caroline, John James 
Chtllenan, and lieutenant of marines William WilfciB, ' 
of Ihe Minotaur, lieutenants Robert Pettet and John 
SimploBi, of* the Cerberus, and Gawen Forster and 
Thomas Finnimore, of the Prometheus, pushed off* 
front the squadron, and at lOh. 30m. p. m. commenced 
the attack. After a most desperate and sanguinary 
conflict, three of the gun-boats, mounting two long 
Ift-pounders each, and having on board between them 
137 men, besides an armed transport brig, with 33 
meft, were captured and brought off. • * 

ifCostly, indeed, were the prizes. The british Ibss 
amounted to one lieutenant, (John James Call0naa,)'botii 
one' second lieutenant of marines, (William Wilkin/y"^*** 
offe midshipman, (Gordon Garrin^on,) and 16 sea-^ 
meffand'tatarines killed ; captain Forrest himself, one' 
lieutenant, (Gawen Forster,) three ■ nndshipmen, 
(®eorge Kvey, Thomas Milne, ahd John Chalraerl,) 
aad46asaml9n<and marines wounded. < The Russians, 
oi (thei# side, acknowledged a loss of 28 killed and 
S^WUotanded ; •making a total* of 47 men* killed and 
llRwodhdedi in'-obtainingi possession of three giftt^* 
bwAs. jiOflo' of these gumwats. No. 62, was '-sd*' 
obsliaBtelydefOnded, thkt every man of her crew, 44^ 



the kiUed.fdone an^oiiteii 
eiiterpdael W9S a defeat to 
edHainly^ but under circumstances 
liyb^at WouF upon jthe. cbaractet*) ^ tboif « oWBy. 
tbe gallantry be had ahown. ob tbcuiMKMamli 
. baptain Forrest was protnoted to post-wiak. ?»i: iw<l . 
tyn* r On the 12th of August the british lSi§^: ih^ 
sloop Lynx^ captain John Willoughby Alarsbalh and 
nSi** gum-brig Monkey> lieutenant Thomas Fiti^rald» 
he^ tming* off Dais head on the danish coasts diacovavi^ 
and ^chased a lugger^ and on standing imshore dl^ 
oovoredtwo others at an anchor. The latter, got under 
wayy and, with the one first seenj hoisted daniah 
eeUurs, and reanchored in line within the re^ off 
■Dais head. The water being too shoal to admit the 
Lynx to get within gun-shot of these luggers?, oapt^n 
Marshall, at 4 p. m., detached the Monkey, aocOm* 
mnied by the boats of the Lynx under lieutenant 
Edward Kelly, to make an attack upon tlienou * i ; 
Cap- On the approach of the brig, the luggers, the 
three krgest of wWch mounted four guns and foun how^* 
^“^ itxers and lay with springs on her cable, opened 
a fire upon her. The Monkey reserved her fire 
until she had anchored about half guu-shot from them; 
at- which moment, owing to the intrioaoy of the nath- 
gation, the brig took the ground, hut was peesenffy 
' ‘ got off without damage. The Monkey then opened 
her firej and at the second broadside compelled the 
three luggers to cut their cables and run on short. 
The Danes now attempted to scuttle their tensebi-j 
but, by the welLdirected fire of the 18npoundei) earn 
ronade mounted in the Lynx’s launch, they wain 
prevented from doing so, and the vesseln wiern 
tpnoiuptly boarded, and their guns turned upon their 
- inti«atitig crews. The British then . peoeeedeil In 
^Idhe- three luggers - afloat, and by* 5 4> HriOndhe 
brought them all out without the sJighti^ 
easMiltyi ..' This was peculiarly fortimate, a» a cash®! 
pdwdeP'waa discovered on baard thei larlfest 

ia4hejiea«pbme,> wh«rft4t. lied been 



wltieBt ititeiilion ^ tblowiag»>«ijp!<thli 

^tisOfttithe iOth.of September, in the afternoon, the 
brii^sh'g-iiii-brig* Diana, of 10 long 6-paanders and 
j^men and boys« lieutenant William Kem^orae, 
landing into the bay of Amarang on the n<>n'th'end 
the dutch island of Celebes, disco vered^ the dutoh ^ana 
brig of war Zephyr, of 14 long dutch Orpdundms veT 
hnd 45 mea and boys, commanded by captain- 
Heutenaut G411et Vander-Veld, lying at anoheffenT 
elose Wider a fort, with two cables fast to the shoite. 

As the sea-breeze was blowing fresh into the bay, 
lieutenant Kerapthorne did not think it prudent to 
attack the brig in that position, but resolved to 
attempt cutting her out at night with the boats, wheh 
the -wind would probably blow off the land. * 

! -The Diana, accordingly, beat about the bay, dis-p'®'^ 
guisedas a merchant brig ; and, as soon as it became to cut 
dark, lieutenant Kempthorne detached the strength 
of his little crew to execute the hazardous service of 
outting out the dutch brig of war, keeping close after 
"the boats with the Diana to be ready to give them 
■support. After a fruitless search of two hours, the 
boats returned without having been able to find the 
brig. It immediately struck lieutenant Kempthoitie 

aa> the night was dark and hazy, and the ma?e» 
land wind blew fresh, the Zephyr had made sail®"^*** 
with the intention of sheltering herself under anight, 
atrong > fort in the hay of Monado at a short dis- 
tanoe to the northward. The Diana immediately 
hoisted in her boats, and made all sail in that 
direction. 

V On the 11th, ht daylight, the dutch brig was dis-ouna 
uoveredi hull-down ahead; but, although the IMana 
gained fast upon her, the Zephyr got under cover from 
oflthe^ fort, when the britishibrig was still three miles 
fodi Afrthe seat*breeze had set in with great violence fort- 
atnl there was < every appearance of a gale, theduteh 
cdnptain ‘did te anohor on a lee shore. ^Itp 

Kdpi^lH'OCOtdii^iy^ camel to the wind and^stombifei| 
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toii^awb J^e Diana. Lieutenant Kempthoroe^ wii& 
fte’View of' drawing the dutch brig beyond tiie reiac^ 
^brt, now practised, every means to ret^d 
^ 'Diana’s sailing, so' as to allow' the Zephyr 
gt^dually to overtake her. However^ when about 
bine miles from the fort, the dutch brig wore and 
stood in again; and, deception being no longer 
available, the Diana wore and stood after her. . » 

her”to ^ Zephyr had got within 

action, four milcs of Monado fort, the land-breeze, which 
was unusually early, came off, and, taking the brig 
aback, compelled her to fill on the larboard tack. 
• At the same time the Diana, still feeling the influence 
of the sea-breeze, came rapidly up, till she got 
within half gun-shot on her opponent’s lee beam^ 
when the british brig also filled on the larboard tack 
with the land wind. The Diana immediately opened 
her fire, and the Zephyr returned it. In about 20 
minutes, in order to get nearer to the fort, the latter 
wore round on the starboard tack. The Diana fol- 
lowed the manoeuvre, and the two brigs renewed the 
Repul- engagement on the starboard tack. After the action 
boat*” continued in this way about 40 minutes, the 
aentto Zephyr who had just had her gaff and main topgaL 
lantmast shot away, encouraged by the appearance 
^ of five gun-boats sweeping off to her assistance, ran 
SSs down within pistol-shot on the weather beam of her 
opponent. Having shortly afterwards had both, 
maintopsail sheets shot away, the Zephyr dropped; 
nearly alongside of the Diana ; whose crew were 
preparing to board, when, at about 5 h. 40 m. p. M.f 
the dutch brig hauled down her colours. The Di^na 
instantly took her prize in tow ; and, wearing, stood 
towards the gun-boats, who were then sweeping 
dOttn in line upon her weather beam, and closingj 
After receiving a few shot, however, ftom the, 
Dia^h^ th^ dutch gun-boats put about and left th^* 
.bt’ftisn brig in undisturbed possession of her prize, , 
Mutual T^otwi|hiStanding that this action had lasted nl[t9,i^ 
geth'Or oh^' hour and 10 minutes, the Diana sustaioe^t 
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rid damri^e of tbo least .coi^equence, and had nol: 
riianof 'her crew hurt, 'the Zephyr, ontheu^qr 
hand, was tolerably cut up in masts and riggiogi 
and had her first lieutenant and four men killed^ qqd 
Sev^ett or eight men wounded. For the judgipept, as 
wdll as gallantry, he had displayed, from his, fi^st 
descrying this dutch brig to the moment at ,wil^ch 
he secured her as his prize, lieutenant Kempthorne ^ 
was promoted to the rank of commander. ^ 

On the 17th of October, at daylight, the britisl^ 
18-gun ship-sloop Hazard, captain Hugh Cameron, Hazard 
and 18-gun brig-sloop Pelorus, captain 'Thomas Husr 
kisSon, cruising off Pointe-h-Pitre, island of Gaude- atste.- 
loupe, observed a privateer-schooner moored undey,^®”®* 
the battery of Sainte-Marie. Captain Cameron im- 
mediately despatched the boats, under the orders 
of lieutenant James Robertson and Edward Flinn, 
first of each sloop, assisted by midshipmen John 
S. Brisbane and Hugh Hunter, and William Fer^^ 
gusson boatswain, of the Hazard, and Eleazer 
Scott, midshipman of the Pelorus, to capture or 
destroy the privateer ; and the ship and brig stood 
in to cover them. 

Although opposed, as they approached the shore. Board 
by a heavy fire of grape from the battery until it was 
silenced by the ships, and of grape and musketry pnv** 
from the privateer until they were nearly alongside, 
the boats pushed on, and gallantly boarded the vessel; under a 
the officers and crew of which, a minute or two ’’®“*^ 
before, had abandoned her and joined the long line of 
mhsketry on the beach. As the privateer, which, 
mounted one long 18-pounder on a traversing car- 
riage and two swivels, was moored to the shore with 
a- chain from the mast-head and from each quarter, 
lieutenant Robertson found it impracticable to get 
thfe vessel off. He and his party then proceeded toj 
hriW her ; and, although opposed withjn 10 yards 
musketry op the beach and two field-pieces, the 
Brfiish succeeded in blowing pp the french priy4p» 

' This very ghllant enterprise was not perfomed' 



willilit'W^eriGus losffi siac seAineir aisd 

killed, and lieutenant Flinn and Mf.- F^ 
luMlUU the Hazard's boatswain, much ‘burnt at tllW 
dilj^loBion of the vesselj and seven seamen and 
:i4aeS 'Wounded severely and slightly by the enetny% 
grape and musketry* : . = !' >! ' 

^ats On the 12th of December, while the brutish 88tgn^ 
frig»t»: Thetis, captain George Miller, in cbttiUany 
cutUt 16-gon brig-sloop Pultusk, captain WilliSiOT 

a cot- Elliott, 10-gun brig-sloop Achates, cdptain Thomas* 
ihthe gun-brig Attentive, lieutenant Robert Cart^ 

H&jreg. and farmed schooner Bacchus, lieutenant Charles 
D< Jermy, was cruising off the north-west part of 
Gaudeloupe, the french 16-gun brig-corvette Nisus/ 
oapitaine de fregate Jacques-Gabriel La Netrel, \vair 
observed lying at an anchor in the harbour of Hayes, 
under the protection of a fort. Captain Miller rd^i^ 
solved to attempt cutting out this vessel, and for that 
purpose sent the boats of the Thetis, two sloops, and 
Bacchus, with the whole of their marines atid a’ 
detachment of their seamen, under the order ’of 
captain Elliott, assisted by lieutenant Nathaniel BeL 
chier, and by lieutenants of marines John Gddfroy 
Ruell and Jervis Cooke. ‘ 

E*£ott ’The British landed in the evening without oppo^ 
take** sition, and proceeded, with considerable diflBculty',- 
indthe throOgh a thick wood and over a high hill. Without 
NUus any path or guide, till they reached the rear of the 
^ue. fort; which captain Elliott and his party attacked 
and carried in the most gallant manner, forcing thO 
garrison, represented to have amounted “to 3011 iflfen j 
to retreat. Leaving lieutenant BelchiOr to* dismttrttlb 
atid destroy the battery, a service he effectually 
fenced; captain Elliott/ siipported by the*sqm!i<droii'* 
bwk particularly by the Attentive, whcl 'emWed W 
n$tnf&¥)f harbour and maintained' fof Upwards of Sli^' 
bpari tt*> elude and vigorous chtitionadey proceeded td' 
attackp«(«dfvery sOon boarded' and carried, the *eK»f©‘’ 
vetfe. 1 ’ Te»iMd tb the value of this 'Sdrvfeo,' 
sO' slight #^fes8 as oiie 
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OH ltdald (ke Attentive, wounded, Tke Pulticwk 
ki^>alaci a eonsidarable i^hare in tha caiuionada^ ai^ 
fsasilrad itilo he^ larboard side ainidship^> a kot skat 
or carcass from the battery, which^ although a -ibot 
trtid^r Water, continued burning until a plag 'Was 
drivon into the Hole. t J 1;^ - 

The Niflus had sailed from Lorient on the 90tkfM 
Gotober with a cargo of floor, bad arrived at the 
Hayes on the 1st of December, and, when oapturdd^ 

Was again ready for sea with a cargo of Coffe#. 
Being a fine brig of 337 tons, the Nisus was added 
to tfe british navy under the appropriate name of 
Gwudeloupe, or Gaudaloupe, as the name is spelt itt 
the lists, ' f 

lOn the 14th the british IS^pouiider 36-gun flngttte cap- 
Melampus, captain Edward Hawker, cruising off 
GaOdeloupe, after a chase of 28 hours, captured tko naisby 
french 16-gun brig-corvette Bearnais, of 109 meti‘}^®pu, 
and. boys, commanded by lieutenant de vaisseah 
Imuis-Charles-Gaspard Bonnefoy-de-Monthazin; who 
did not surrender till he had one man killed and 
Several wounded, and had wounded two men on 
board the Melampus. The Bearnais was from Bay* 
ontie bound to Gaudeloupe, with flour and warlike 
stores ; and, being a brig exactly similar in size’ to 
the Nisus, was added to the british navy under 
thewame of Curieux, the former brig-sloop of that 
name^ having recently been wrecked in tne West 
Indies, 

!^On the 17th, close in with the island of Santeic»p- 
Ontio, another french brig-corvette, of the same class papli-^ 
aw Bearnais and Nisus, the Papillon, commanded 
%**i}ik|>itiiine de fregate Thomas- Joseph Lamourex mond* 
die iauGObetihre, was captured after a SS houts’ 
akl|io>, bah without, as it appears, the slightest resist* 
anoey vhw the . british l8-gun ship-sloop Rojiamondt 
duptotoBetiyaiem Walker The Papilion mounto^j^ 
re«t Of^her clnss> 14otwronad^> 24-poundOiiW 
adtbitvtoNditM) witto in^ad«dg>80'troops, « i!feto4r 



; had been 33 days 

J^c. carrying a cargo of flour < to Gaudelotk]^i 

^jniiga flne> brig of 343 tons, ai^ <mly .twb 

the, PapiUon was; added to i the lmtisli«hte!^ 
under the, same name. , ' ' > . .r *«,. < ;? 

On the 13th of December, at I p.* hr, latitude 
17® {18s north, and longitude B7° west) as the british 
*S*in ^^gnn frigute Junon, captain John Sbortlandj^ih 
with eonapany with the 16-gun brig-sloop ObsOrvateu^, 
feach caplin jKrederick Augustus Wetherall, was lying io 
frigates bparding an americau ship, four large ships made 
tiheir appearance to the northward. These were the 
ibiench 40*gun frigates Renonimee, commodore Fran- 
ks Roquebert, and Clorinde, captain * Jacqires 
^aint-Cricq ; having under their convoy the tw6 
urm^es en Mte and late 40-gun frigates Loire and 
^eine, commanded by lieutenants de vaisseau Joseph 
Normand-Kergre and Bernard Vincent, mountinlg 
S^Qiguns each, (iron 36-pounder carronades attd long 
^l^pounders,) and laden with troops and raalitary 
atpres for Gaudeloupe ; with which, on the* 15th of 
Ibe, preceding month, they had sailed from Nantes: 

, The Junon and Obiservateur immediately made sail 
in chase, and at 4 p. m. discovered that the strangerd 
The were frigates. Soon afterwards, having cleared for 
deMy fiction, the british frigate and brig hoisted their 
the _ colours, and , the Junon fired several guns to indnce 
frigate tbe strangers to show theirs. At 5 p. m.^ approach- 
byspa-ing near, the Junon made the private 'Signal t ■oil 
private which the Renommee first, and then her consc^, 
signal*, hoisted Spanish colours, but showed no dispesitton' 

, to bring to. The british frigate, still bearing ddwnj 
oqw hoisted the Spanish private signalj - a blue pe®h 
d^pt.at the fore and a ball at the main ; when, ^almost 
ifpaediately, the* Renommee hoisted d red flag with 
W Whtid eross at the fore, iwhich wasi tha pPOpefi^ 
toi fbe signal. Thus deceived, th^ Junmxd^ 
tijmi?44«. *^P«oaeh the four french frigates 

thw wiod ibattb oya>thu Iwrboaud tauk^ 



jQMQM cdi^bitTs. ^ ^3 

. /Pbe ,4 iI3Iob ubHiedi&tely shbrteaed sail al^o t 
,ii^|[)e(i abotd a.-qaarterof a mile to^wiadward 
freacbaqaadroQ^ithe flenommee^ who vras the leading 
feigate^ haaledi down the Spanish and sboisted^ fp^hch 
colours, and poured a destructive broadsidd’ihtwdhe 
MftPbohrd bowbf the. british frigate. ’■* 

if,.; Finding, from the state of her rigging, that *ft w^js 
unpQSsibfe to escape to*windward, the JVinb##fc 
nnder. the istern of the Renommbe and raked* 
ThoiQbservateur, about the same time, dischfargediiw 
starboardibroadside at the french frigate’s bows,' ' bdt 
at too great a distance for the brig’s carronades to do 
exe'autioQ.. Meanwhile the Clorinde, the secortd 
astern! to the Renommee, had hauled close to the 
iWind,, and now ran nearly foul of the Junon oh' h6r 
starboard side. In this position a spirited cannonade 
fj^ueds for upwards of 10 minutes, to the apparent 
disadvantage of the Clorinde ; when the Rencwnmdb, 
who, after having been raked by her opponent, had 
wore to avoid a repetition of the salute, ran fool of 
the dtmon on her larboard side» As if these two 
french frigates were not sufficient to ' overpowef 
the single l/ritish frigate, the Seine and Loire sta- 
tioned themselves, one ahead, the other astern, of 
the Junon ; and the troops on board of each, parti- 
cularly of the Loire, who lay with her bowsprit 
over the british frigate’s larboard quarter, kept up a ' 
most destructive fire of musketry, which nearly cleared 
the JnnVs quarterdeck of both officers and men. ' ’ 

It W88 at about this time that captain Shbrtland c*pt. 
bad^bis.deg broken by a grape-shot, and was also unT* 
wminded by splinters. The command of the ™*"’*®’* 
i^ip^ ia consequence, devolved upon lieutenant Sa‘- Jound- 
laa^iBaritletiDeeeker. The Clorinde now attempted *'*• 
to the Junon on the starboard quarter; hnt 

waa mosti^Uantly repulsed by a few men led on bj^ 
lieuteoftot i Jlobn i Green ' ef » the marines,' who nobly 
fejl iintthc'etcaggle.' The Renommde > would jirei: 
Imbly havOii itiade > a similar attempt on the ^^sltd' 
side Imt itiie ' lewi^Dg ' ner fmresidll^ dlfdr 
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of her twd* o|)poaentsi; ^ The *latti*#J 
^DecT htfi|filvei*, were not slow in regaining their position 
Junon pn^Aidarding the Junon Bimnltaneouslyy one oweat^ 
'tddk possession of the british frigate ; who had 
’ l^fhis time fought her four opponents more than 46 
minutes, the whole of the time, with two of thtKiB 
' at least, yard-arm and yard-arm. 

Miitiwi I’he Junon was cut to pieces in her hull and tower 

madt ^ ; and, out of her reduced crew of 224 men and 
boyfe, of whom 44 were Spaniards and Portuguese, idi^ 
lust 20 officers and men Ijilled and 40 wounded.' The 
Observateur, who had hauled her wind as soon as 
she saw what was likely to be the fate of her consort^ 
suffered neither damage nor loss. The Renomm^e, 
as acknowledged by captain Roquebert, had, out of 
hfer 360 men and boys, 15 men killed and only three 
Wounded ; and the Clorinde, whose complement was 
the same, six killed and 16 wounded j total, 21 killed 
and 18 wounded. The two armies en fldte, each of 
which had on board, including 200 troops, about 
400 men and boys, owing to their safe position during; 
the engagement, escaped, it appears, without any loss 
Junon vrhatever. In so shattered a state was the Junon at 
stroyed the time she surrendered, that her captors, despairing 
of getting their prize into port, although Gaude* 
loupe, the island to which they were bound, Was at 
no great ’ distance to-leeward, quickly removed the 
prisoners and set the ship on fire. 

The Junon had on board her french guns,' 46 in 
fiumber,* and the Renommee and Clorinde were 
each armed exactly the same as she was» Oornmoi 
dore Roquebert is honourable enough to say of hiit 
edoiiti. antagonist, “ Le capitaine anglais, a manoeuvre sa 
’ fV4^te avec autant de courage qUed^habilet^,*' mais 
tPfo 6tait devenu impossiblecde Bous dehapper.’^-jf 
It4a’ik)ihewhat stran^, hewever, that the- french 
c^^ttdn^hhould refer to the- Loire aUd Seme no other* 


H, t WOj prQbffjly a.pusprmt 
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wkfe tbaa aa, without uaming them^ )es tianspo^^ 
que nous coavoyons," ancf should uot state 
they) took- the slightest part in <the actiqip. .We 
hope, for the sake of consistency in M^Bogueb^, 
that the minister of marine, or the suppi’jrispcjcif 
odO^ciul letters, has been the cause of so jmpprtaa^^ 
omission. 

What is there in this action, that the 
should have been denied a place in the usual dep^fe 
tdry of naval and military achievements, the Londpp 
Gazette ? -Here is a british frigate defending bers^o? tw$ 
against four ships, each of two of them her equal jp 
guns, and greatly her superior in men, until she 
loses more .tlian a fourth of her crew in killed and 
wounded, and inflicts upon her two principal an.ta» 
gonists a loss two thirds as heayy as that which i?lu9 
sufiers herself j thus combining, what is not alwayt 
found united, even in a british ship, a high degree 
of gallantry with an equal share of practical skill. 

But the Junon’s affair was a defeat. Was not the 
affair of the Blanche a defeat, a far less honourable 
defeat? Yet captain Mudge was fortunate enough 
to get his long letter blazoned in the Gazette, and 
circulated all over the kingdom. As far as our 
humble eflbrts can prevail, justice shall yet be done to 
the officers and crew of the Junon; and these pages 
at least shall tell, of the brave defence maintained by 
that frigate against a force more than trebly superior 
her own. 

On the 16th, at 1 p. m., the Observateur arrived off “wer- 
Basso'terre, Gaudeloupe ; and, having telegraphed 
the 3Bguii frigate Blonde, captain Volant Vashew 
Ballard, that five french frigates (captain WeffiecaJl mViV 
not having witnessed the xlestruction of the Junon) 

Were within six.hmmS'S^' of her, stood On undena si]*uin ‘ 
press of canvass towards Martinique, , Captain Ba|t- pj fff 
lard, having then in his company the j36-gun frigate loupe. 
Thetis, captain George Mller, and the IS-gun ship^ 
sloo^ Hazard and Cygnet, ca{^aias Hugh Cameeea 
and ^w aard Bix, imMuhaltely made all sail^fot titit 

T 2 



276 LIGHT gCiUAHROISrs AND SINGLE SHIPS. 

1809. channel between the Saintes and Gaudeloupe, down 
whibh he expected the enemy would pass. 

Capt. On the next day, the 16th, captain Ballard wa8 
Voi.v^ joined by the 18-gun brig-sloops Scorpion and Ring- 
pro- dove, captains Francis Stanfell and William Dowers ; 
coeds anj at 8 p. M. he detached the Hazard and Ringdove 
chase, to reconnoitre Basse-terre. On the 17th, at 4 a. m., 
theBlonde and Thetis were joined by the 12-pounder 
Castor 32-gun frigate Castor, captain William Roberts, 
wiiria- important information. On the 15th, at 3 h. 
teiii- 30 m. p. M., the island of Desirade bearing south- 
south-east distant 11 miles, the Castor had recap- 
tured the ship Ariel, of Liverpool, taken on the 4th 
by the Renommee and her three consorts, and soon 
afterwards fell in with, and was chased by, the french 
frigates themselves ; two of which, the Seine and 
Loire, being light rigged, were considered to be 
corvettes. The four ships aiterwards lay to. 

Loire At daylight the Blonde and squadron, then nearly 
Seine abreast of Basse-terre, descried two strange ships to 
disco- northward. These were the Loire and Seine, 
trying which, just as the Castor had lost sight of them, had 
separated from the Renommee and Clorinde, aiid 
Basse- were now making the best of their way to Basse-terre. 
terre. rpj^^ british ships instantly proceeded in chase ; and at 
8 A, M. the two french ships, finding themselves cut 
off from their port, steered along the coast to the 
north-west. At 10 a. m. they entered a cove named 
Anse la Barque, situated about three leagues to the 
Anchor ^jopth.-ppest of Basse-terre. Here the two french 
in ships anchored head and stern, with their broadsides 
Barque ggg^^ Under the protection of a battery on 

each point of the bay or cove. 

Ring- At 2 h. 40 m. p. M. a battery on Pointe Lizard, a 
attack- bttle to the southward of Anse la Barque, fired 
ed by a repeatedly at the british squadron, and presently 
battery ^ right through the ludl of the Ringdove, 
who was then close in shore nearly becalmed. Cap- 
tain Dowers immediately embarked with a party in 
his boats; at 2 h. 55m.4anded; at 3 p. m. stormed 
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and carried the fort ; at 3 h. 15 m. p. m. spiked the 
guns, destroyed the works, and blew up the magazine; 
and at 4 p. m. returned to the Ringdove without the capt. 
slightest casualty. In the evening, being resolved i>owers 
to attack the french frigates and batteries, captain kmide- 
Ballard sent the l2-gun schooner Elizabeth, lieutepant 
Charles Finch, towards.Anse la Barque, to try fpr an 
anchorage, and followed with the Blonde, to cover 
her from the enemy’s fire. At 8 p. m. the Blonde 
opened a fire upon the battery, and was fired at in 
return. The schooner found anchorage, and she and 
the Blonde stood out without any material damage. 

On the same evening the 3G-gun frigate Freija, cap- 
tain John Hayes, joined company from Martinique. 

On the 18th, at 8 h. 30 m. a. m., a flag of truce came Capt. 
off from the shore; and at the same time the 74-gun ship |Xrd 
Sceptre, captain Samuel James Ballard, from Fort- arrives 
Royal, Martinique, joined company. Commodore ,* keg 
Ballard instantly dismissed the flag of truce, and made ‘he 
preparations for an immediate attack upon the french ^and. 
frigates. The plan, as given out in orders, was for 
the Blonde to lead in, followed by the Thetis ; w'hiqh 
two frigates were to anchor abreast of and engage 
the two french frigates, while the Sceptre and Freija 
cannonaded the batteries. The Hazard, Cygnet, 
Ringdove, and Elizabeth, in the mean time, were to 
take the armed boats of the squadron in tow. 

Owing to light airs and calms, the Blonde and Thetis Blonde 
found a great difficulty in nearing the shore. 

2 h. 25 m. p.M. one of the forts commenced firing on nnehor 
the british frigates. At 2 h. 40 m. the french frigates 
opened their fire, which the Blonde and Thetis noiiade 
returned. Having arrived within a quarter of a mile f'fgates 
of the two french frigates, and.within half pistol-shot 

of the fort, and not being able owin^ to the calm to hcs.' 
get nearer, the Blonde anchored with springs and 
opened her starboard broadside. At 3h. 20 m. p.m. 

her stream cable was shot away by the fort, which kept 

up a very annoying *fire. The Thetis soon afterwards One 
got near enough to anchor and open .her fire. At 

3 h. 30 m. the northernmost french frigate had all strikes* 
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1809. masts shot away by the board. At 3 h. 35 m. she 
stri^^ her colours. At the same moment the Blonde 
hTnch hasher small bower cable shot away by the fort: 
strikes bower, and continued the engage- 

andthemept. At 3 li. 40 m. p.m., in consequence of one 
scte french frigate having struck, the Thetis slipped her 
herself bowcr Cable and brought her broadside to bear on 
(n fire, the Jfort. At 4 li. 20 in. the southernmost french 
frigate hauled down her colours ; and at the same 
Thetis . mQtnent the other frigate was seen to be on fire. Hav~ 
from** ing' now compelled both french frigates to surrender^ 
the the Blonde and Thetis, at about 5 h. lOm. p.m., cut 
shore. (^Jjeir cables and made sail out of reach of the fort ; 
French v^hich had latterly been keeping up a heavy fire of 
ex- round, grape, and musketry. At 5h..20m. p.m. the 
an^tiie southeruiuost french frigate blew up with a tremen- 
other dous explosioii,. and a part of the flaming wreck was 
catches ggen to fall into the inaintopmast cross-trees of the 
southernmost frigate, and to set her on fire. 

British Just about this time the boats of tlie squadron, 
^’^der the orders of captain Canieron, covered by 
ceed to the Scepti’c, Freija, Hazard, Cygnet, and Ringdove, 
tatte- pushed off for the. shore, and lauded under a heavy 
Ties. fire. The British stormed and carried the fort, but 
Death without a serious loss. Captain Cameron was 
of capt, wounded by a musket-ball while in the act of hauling 
ronT* down the french colours; and was killed by a grape- 
shot just as, having executed the service he had 
been sent upon, he was stepping into his boat to 
Other return to the Hazard. The gazette-account of the 
imred” destruction of these two french armees en flute and 
hy the batteries is so very brief , and imperfect, Riat we are 
British, jjqj to distinguishthe loss sustained on board from 

that sustained on shore. The only ships named in 
the return of loss are. Ihe. Blonde and Thetis. The 
Blonde, it app^ars^ had her first lieutenant (George 
Jenkins,) one master’s mate, (Edward Freeman,) four 
seamen, and two marines killed, her third lieute- 
nant, (Caesar William Richardsorf,) one midshipman, 
(Thomas Robotham,) 10 seamen, and four marines 
wounded; and the Thetis, six, seameq wounded; 
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totals including captain Cameron of the Hazard, 
nine killed and 22 wounded, "* 0 ^ 

Among the persons landed out of the two french sutrer- 
ships (the last of which blew up while the British 
were on shore) just previous to their being set on d"lth 
fire, was the gallant and dreadfully wounded captain 
of the Junon. Captain Shortland had suffered the land, 
amputation of his right leg above the knee, and of a 
finger : a grape-shot had also been extracted from his 
hand; and, had there been a probability of saving his 
life, other operations would have lieen necessary. 

His sufferings, when the Castor hove in sight, in being 
hastily removed from the captain’s cabin to the gun- 
room, were extreme ; and not less so were they, when 
with equal hurry he was removed from the french 
frigate to the shore at Anse la Barque, and then 
conveyed 13 miles in a scorching sun to the hospital. 
Human nature at length sank beneath this load of 
suffering; and on the 21st of January, after having 
been unable, during the live weeks and upwards 
that had elapsed since he was wounded, to sit up 
even in his bed, captain Shortland expired. Although, 
as it would appear, shamefully inattentive to this witii 
brave british officer while living, the governor- ™ry'j 
general of Guadeloupe, general Enouf, paid to his 
mortal remains every possible respect. Captain 
Shortland was buried at Basse-terre with the highest 
military honours. 

The capture of Guadeloupe,tobe noticed hereafter, 
released lieutenant Deecker and the other surviving on Into 
officers and crew of the late Junon, that had beeiiotors* 
landed from the Loire and Seine ; and on the 19th 
and 20th days of February, a court-martial was held 
upon them for the loss of their ship. In addition to a 
sentence of the most honourable acquittal, the court 
strongly recommended the Junon’s late commanding 
officer for promotion. The recommendation, we are tion of 
happy to say, was attended to ; and on the 17th of 
the ensuing April, lieutenant Deecker was rewarded cr. 
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1809. vvith the commission of a commander. The lat6 
second and third lieutenants of the Junon, George 
Vernon Jackson and Henry Conn, had been taken on 
board the Renommee, of which ship and her consort 
we will now give some account. 

After parting from the Loire and Seine on the 
ingsof evening of the I5th of December, off the north point 
Renom Guadeloupe, the Renommee and Clorinde bent 
and their course back to Europe. On the 16th of January, 
rinde. latitude 48° 50' north, longitude (from Greenwich) 
12° 9' west, M. Roquebert was fallen in with by, as 
it appears to us, the british 38-gun frigate Virginie, 
captain Edward Brace ; who watched the Renommee 
Arrive and Clorindc during the day and until night con- 
Rrest. cealed them from view : nor did the two french fri- 
gates evince any intention of molesting her. Thus 
avoiding by flight, even from an inferior force, all 
chance of being carried to a wrong destination, 
commodore Roquebert, on the 23d, anchored in the 
road of Brest. 

French We formerly mentioned that, on the 12th of Novem- 
toSnd^ber, 1808, the french 40-gun frigate Venus, comnio- 
ifldia Jacques-Eelix-Emmanuel Hamelin, sailed from 

Cherbourg for the East Indies. Some time previ- 
ously, but exactly when we are uncertain, the 4G-gun 
frigate Manche, captain Fran^ois-Desire Breton, 
escaped from the same port, bound to the same 
distant station. Upon a similiar destination sailed 
from the port of Nantes, the 40-gun frigate Bellone, 
captain Victor-Guy Duperre ; also from Flushing 
the 40-gun frigate Caroline ; of whose captain’s name 
we are uncertain, but we believe he died before, or 
very soon after, the frigate arrived at the Isle of 
France. 

Arrive All four french frigates were at sea for the first 
des^-*'^ time ; and, by an extraordinary piece of good for- 
naiion. tune, all reached their destination in safety. So in- 
tent, indeed, were the respective captains upon their 
voyage to a station which had already enriched three 
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or four of their number, that, on their passage out, 1809- 
these frigates, we are certain, did not capture, and, 
we believe, did not chase or molest, a single british 
cruiser. In fact, when news reached England, that 
so many french frigates were still in the indian seas 
committing depredations upon eastern commerce, no. 
one appeared to know how or when they got there. 

We will now endeavour to give an account of their 
more important proceedings, after they reached their 
appointed cruising ground. 

On the 2d of May a small fleet of homeward-bound stre«t- 
indiamen quitted the Sand-head, s of Bengal river, Eu™ope 
under the protection of the 18-gun ship-sloop Victor, 
captain Edward Stopford. On ti)e night of the 24th, Keith 
in dark and squally weather, the Victor parted com- ®®‘* 
pany ; and on the 30th, after two ships had quitted pany. 
the convoy from stress of weather, the following in- 
diarnen remained in company : Streatharn, captain and 
senior officer John Dale, Europe, captain William 
Gelston, and Lord-Keith, captain Peter Campbell. 

The Streatharn and Europe were ships of 820 tons, 
and each mounted 20 medium 18-pounders on the 
main deck, and 10 carronades of the same caliber upon 
the quarterdeck, total 30 guns. The Streatharn had 
a crew of 137 men, 60 of which were british and 
other european seamen, and the remainder, except 
four invalid soldiers, Chinese and Lascars ; and the 
Europe, 72 british and other european seamen, and 
50 Lascars, total 128. On board of each ship were 
also a few passengers. The Lord-Keith was a ship 
of 600 tons, armed with 10 or 12 guns, and a crew 
of from 30 to 40 men. 

On the 31st, at 5 h. 30 m. a. m., latitude 9° 15' north, 
longitude 90° 30' east, as the Streatharn, Europe, and caro- 
Lord-Keith were steering south-south-east on the 
starboard tack, with the wind from south-west by 
south, a strange ship was seen about seven miles off 
in the south by west, standing to the north-west. 

The stranger was the french 40-gun frigate Caroline, 
now commanded by lieutenant de vaisseau Jean-Bap- 
tiste-Henri Ferbtier. This frigate mounted upon the 
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1809. quarterdeck and forecastle, eight iron 36'pounder 
carrouades and 10 long 8-pounders ; making her total 
number of guns 46, exclusive of 20 swivels carrying a 
one-pound ball, distributed along her gunwales and in 
hertops. Her crew consisted of 330 men and boys, all 
Europeans ; besides, we believe, 50 or 60 troops taken 
on board at the Isle of France. The Caroline had 
sailed from Port-Louis in the month of February, 
bound on a cruise in the bay of Bengal. In the 
beginning of April the frigate arrived off tlie Sand- 
heads, cruised there about three weeks, capturing only 
one or two small vessels: and then, about three days 
before the india fleet sailed from the spot, steered 
for Carnicobar island to get a supply of water. While 
the Caroline was at these islands, the arnerican ship 
Silenus, which had sailed from tlie Sand-heads under 
the protection, liom pirates, of the Victor and her 
convoy, arrived there, and acquainted the french 
captain with the force, names, lading, and probable 
route of the indiamen. Thus supplied with information, 
the Caroline made sail ; and, in the course of a few 
days, M. Feretier was fortunate enough to find that, 
although the arnerican captain had betrayed his 
protectors, he had not deceived him. 

Caro- When first seen, the Caroline was taken for the 
gag^e^ Victor, but her size soon pointed out that she was a 
them frig-ate. At a few minutes past 6 a. m., having previ- 
cession ously made the private signal and got no answer, tlje 
Streatham made the signal to form the line; which 
was soon done, the Lord-Keilh leading, followed by 
the Streatham and Europe ; but the two latter were 
at too great a distance apart. At 6 h. 30 m. a. m., 
having arrived abreast of the weather quarter of the 
Europe, the Caroline hoisted her colours and opened 
a fire upon that ship ; which the Europe quickly 
returned. Between these two unequal antagonists, 
Dis- the action was maintained for nearly half an hour ; 
Europe which time the indiaman had all her 

carronades and two of her maindeck guns dismounted, 
her foretopsail yard cut in two, foremast badly 
wounded, rigging and sails cut to pieces, hull struck 
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in several places^ and two of her best men killed and 
one Lascar wounded. Having thus completely dis- 
abled the Europe, the Caroline ranged ahead, and, 
bearing up athwart the bows of her defenceless 
opponent, raked her. Captain Ferelier then stood 
towards the lee quarter of the Streatham ; who had 
shortened sail to support the Europe, but had not been 
able to bring a gun to bear upon the french frigate. 

At 7 A. M. the Caroline commenced action with the 
Streatham ; and these two ships continued engaging ham? 
until a few minutes before 8 a. m. : by which time the 
Caroline had reduced this antagonist to as disabled 
a state as her first, and had killed three, and wounded 
two, of the cnglisli sailors on board. Finding that all 
his carronades on the engaged side were dismounted, 
and that no inducements or threats could keep the 
Portuguese and Lascars to the rnaindeck guns, cap- 
tain Dale ordered the colours of the Strefitham streat- 
to be hauled down. The Caroline then wore from 
the latter, gave a broadside in passing to the Lord- dere!"' 
Keith, who, as well as the Europe, had lired occa- 
sionally at her while engaging the Streatham, and Europe 
brought to on the larboard quarter of the Europe j 
with whom she recommenced the action. After firing 
a short time in return, the Europe made sail to close 
the Streatham, and at 8 h. 20 m. a. m. learnt that 
. she had struck. Finding this to be the case, and that 
the Lord- Keith was wellto-witidward, standingwith all 
sail to the southward, captain Gelston put before the 
wind. As soon as she had secured the Streatham, the 
CarolinemadesailinchaseoftheEurope; andatlOA.M. 
the latter was obliged also to strike. The Lord-Keith kdtn 
effected her escape, and arrived safe in England. escapes 

The loss on board the Caroline, according to the 
statement of her captain, amounted to only one killed, 
the ship’s master, and M. Feretier and one or twof°°?* 
men slightly wounded. The conduct of the french 
officers, towards the passengers and crews of the 
captured indiamen, was, we are happy to be enabled ‘“.the 
to state, particularly kind and attentive. On account 
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1809. chiefly of the leaky state of the Europe, it took 
M.( Feretier three days to refit his prizes ; and, before 
Caro- the former ship could be made seaworthy, all her guns 
line were obliged to be thrown overboard. The Caroline 
prizes*"^ and her two richly laden prizes then set sail, and on 
*"sT anchored in the bay of St.-Paul, Isle 

Paul’s Bourbon, While here^ captains Dale and Gelston 
addressed a joint letter of thanks to M. Feretier, for 
Ion. his good treatment of them and of his prisoners in 
general. To this letter M. Feretier returned a 
suitable reply; but in the reply, short as it is, he finds 
an opportunity of paying a compliment to the national 
character of his country. “ Extremement sensible aux 
remercimens que voiis me faites, je suis aussi extre- 
mement content qne I’evenement vous ait prouve 
que, si le Francois sf/ait vaincre, il scait aussi ce qu’il 
doit d egards a de braves ennernis.^’ 

Rc- Some credit was undoubtedly due to the captain 
on the Caroline for his bold advance upon the three 

action, indiamen, as well as for the skilful mannerin which hQ 
attacked them. Had the Streatham, instead of only 
hauling up her foresail to wait for the Europe to close, 
tacked, and jtlaced the fiench frigate between two 
fires, the Caroline would at all events have purchased 
her victory at a dearer rate. But, having been allowed 
to conquer his opponents in detail, M. Feretier came 
out of the contest with almost entire impunity ; and, 
on every consideration, the french lieutenant, who had 
thus ably filled a captain’s post, deserved the reward 
bestowed upon him by general Uecaen, the gover- 
nor of the Isle of France ; which was a commission as 
capitaine de fregate. Nor must we omit to do justice 
to the two merchant captains, who certainly defended 
their ill-armed and worse manned ships as long as was 
practicable ; one of them, as we have seen, not 
surrendering his vessel until she was reduced to a 
sinking stale. 

otter On the 14th of August the british 18-gun ship- 
sloop Otter, captain Nisbet Josiah Willoughby, 
bpats cruising off’ Cape Brabant, Isle of France, discovered 
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a brig and two Ibur-and-aft vessels at anchor under 
the protection of the batteries of Rivi^re-Noire. The 
brig had recently arrived from France with a cargo, to at- 
One of the smaller vessels was a merchant lugger, 
and the other a gun-boat attached to the french m ri- 
squadron on the station. Thinking it practicable, 
notwithstandingthe immense strength of the batteries, 
to cut out these vessels by a coup de main, captain 
Willoughby resolved to make the attempt that same 
night. In the mean time, to prevent suspicion, 
the Otter bore away for Bourbon until dark ; then 
hauled up and worked back to the vicinity of Riviere- 
Noire. At llh. 30 m. p. m., when close enough in, 
captain Willoughby pushed off' in his gig, accom- 
panied by lieutenant Jolm Burns in the launch, and 
midshipman William Weiss in the jollyboat. The plan 
was, for the gig, supported by the two remaining 
boats, to carry the gun-vessel ; the launch was then 
to secure the brig, and the jollyboat the lugger. 

Favoured by the darkness, the three boats got Boats 
into the harbour un perceived ; and having from tuXav- 
the same cause, and the silence of the enemy, 
missed the gun-boat, the boats pulled alongside aud*"i.rya 
captured the lugger. Having secured this vessel, cap- 
tain Willoughby detached the launch and jollyboat iUgger 
to board the brig, and then proceeded with the gig in 
search of the gun-boat. Lieutenant Burns soon got 
alongside the brig, and fomid a body of soldiers 
drawn up on board to defend her. In the face of a 
heavy fire of musketry from these, the British boarded, 
and after a smart struggle on her decks carried, the 
vessel. The cable was then cut by one of the seamen 
left in the launch for that purpose ; but not till he 
had been wounded in the head by the mate of the 
brig, and had killed him with a blow of his axe. 
Captain Willoughby having in the mean time ap- 
proached so near to the innermost battery as to be 
hailed by one of the sentries, the alarm became 
general, and the batteries opened their fire. 

Owing to her being firmly moored to the shore, 
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1809. and having her yards and topmasts down, there was 
no possibility of getting off the brig. Finding this 
Arcob-tooe the case, captain Willoughby gave orders' to 
aban-*” take out the prisoners, all of whom had been secured 
dontbein the hold, and burn the vessel. As, however, 
the prisoners, many of whom were wounded, could 
ourthc emergency of the moment be removed, 

lugger the brig was abandoned ; and the three boats, taking 
the lugger in tow, carried her out, under a heavy 
fire from the batteries on both sides of the river. 
To enable them to distinguish their object in the 
dark, the Frenchmen on shore kept continually 
throwing up false fires of a superior description, 
which illumined the wliole river. 

Under all these circumstances, it was rather 
surprising tliat no greater loss was sustained by 
captain Willoughby and his party, than one man 
the oc- tilled in the launch by a 24-pound shot which took 
cabion. ijead off, and another wounded with the loss of 
his arm by a grape-shot ; particularly as the lugger 
was much cut up in her rigging. The principal 
advantage derived from this attack was the evidence 
it afforded, of the feasibility of cutting out a vessel 
even from a place so strongly protected by nature 
and art as Rivicrc-Noire. And, had the gun- boat 
been found when the boats first entered, there cannot 
be a doubt that she would have shared the fate of 
the lugger. On clearing the entrance of the river, 
the lugger and the boats were met by the Otter’s 
cutter, under lieutenant Thomas Lamb Polden 
Laugharno ; who, on witnessing the heavy firing, 
had, with a commendable zeal, pushed off to render 
all the assistance in his power. 
uted' harbour or bay of St. -Paul at Isle Bourbon 

attack having long been the rendezvous of french cruisers 
upon Qjj ^i,g indian station, and, in particular, having, as 
has just appeared, afforded shelter . to the Caroline 
and her two valuable prizes, commodore Josias 
Rowley, of the 64-guii ship Raisonable, the com-! 
manding officer of the british force cruising off ‘the 


St,- 

Paul’s 

bay. 
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isles of France and Bourbon, concerted with lieutenant 
colonel Henry S. Keating, commanding the troops 
at the adjacent small island of Rodriguez recently 
taken possession of by the British, a plan for carry- 
ing, first, the batteries that defended, and then the 
shipping within, the road of St. -Paul. 

Accordingly, on the 16th of September, a detach- Troops 
ment of 368 officers and men embarked at Fort 
Duncan, island of Rodriguez, on board the 12-pounder drigucz 
36-gunfrigate NOreide, captain Robert Corbett, 18-gun 
ship-sloop Otter, captain Nisbet .Josiah Willoughby^ 
and the honourable company’s armed schooner Wasp, 
lieutenant Watkins ; and, on the evening of the 18th 
joined, off Port-Louis, Isle of France, besides the 
Raisonable, the 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Sirius, 
captain Samuel Pym, and 38-gun frigate Boadicea, 
captain John Hatley. Early on the following morning 
100 seamen from the Raisonable and Otter, and the 
marines of the squadron, 136 in number, forming, along 
with the troops, a total of 604 officers and men, were 
put on board the Nereide ; captain Corbett’s perfect 
acquaintance with the coast rendering him the fittest 
person to undertake the important service of landing 
the detachment. Thus prepared, the squadron, in the 
evening, stood towards Bourbon, and early on the 
following morning, the 20 th, arrived off the east end 
of the island. 

On approaching the bay of St.-Paul, the Nereide, 
to prevent suspicion, preceded the other ships ; and, rines, 
on the 21st, at 5 a. m., having anchored close to 
the beach, the frigate disembarked the troops, landou 
without causing any alarm, a little to the southward 
of Pointe du Galet, distant about seven miles from''""- 
St.-Paul. The troops and marines, commanded by 
colonel Keating, and the detachment of seamen by 
captain Willoughby, immediately commenced a 
forced march, with the view of crossing tlie causeways 
that extend over the lake, before the French could 
discover their approach. This important object the 
British fully aocomplished 5 nor had the French time 
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1809. td form in any force until after colonel Keating and 
his party had passed the strongest position. 

GaL By? A. M. the troops were in possession of the first 
l^ha second batteries, (Lambousiere and la Centi^re,) 
Tiour and immediately captain Willoughby, with his detach- 
^capt. ment of seamen, turned the guns of those batteries 
lough- upon the shipping ; from whose fire, which was chiefly 
’’r- grape, and well directed, within pistol-shot of the 
shore, the troops suflfered much. From the battery 
of la Centifere, a detachment marched and took quiet 

E ossession of the third battery, or that of la Neuf ; 

aving previously defeated the islanders in a smart 
skirmish. The enemy having been reinforced from 
the hills, and having also received 110 troops of the 
line from the Caroline frigate, the guns of the first 
and second batteries were now spiked, and the 
batte** SG^ro^n seiit to man the battery of la Neuf; which 
ries*' soon Opened its fire upon the Caroline and her 
carried consorts. The fourtli and fifth batteries shared the 
fate of the others; and, by 8 h. 30 m. a. m., the town, 
batteries, magazines, eight field-pieces, 1 17 new 
and heavy guns of difl'erent calibers, and all the 
lublic stores, with several prisoners, were in the 
jossession of lieutenant-colonel Keating and the 
. ittle army he commanded. 

Squa- In the mean time the british squadron, having 
cap“ stood into the bay, had opened a heavy fire upon 
the french frigate, and the two indiaraen and other 
line, armed vessels in her company, as well as upon those 
batteries which, owing to their distance from the 
point of attack were enabled to continue their fire. 
The british squadron then came to an anchor in the 
road, close off the town of St.-Paul, and began 
taking measures to secure the Caroline and the 
rest of the french ships ; all of which, having cut 
their cables, had drifted on shore. The seamen of 
the squadron, however, soon succeeded in heaving 
the ships off, without any material injury. 

Thus was effected, in the course of a few hours, 
by a british force of inconsiderable amount, the 
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captnve of the only safe anchorag-e at Isle Bourbon, 
togetlicr with its strong defences and shipping ; and 
that after a loss by no means so great as might have lossou 
been expected. Of the naval detachment serving on 
shore, there were two seamen and five marines 
killed, one lieutenant, (Edward Lloyd, Raisonable,) 
two lieutenants of marines, (Thomas Robert Pye, 
Boadicea, and Mathew Howden, Raisonable, the 
latter mortally,) two seamen, and 13 marines wounded, 
and one seaman missing ; and of the troops, eight 
killed, d.O wounded, and two missing: total, 1.5 killed, 

.58 wounded, and three missing. 

The captured ships were the Caroline french Pn/cs. 
frigate, “ (irappler,” M-gun brig, the honourable 
company’s late ships Streatham and Europe, and 
five or six smaller vessels. The British did not 
sustain any loss on board the squadron, and the ships 
were equally fortunate in respect to damage. The 
loss sustained by the French either afloat or on 
shore has not I)cen enumerated. By evening tlie 
demolition of the difl'erent guii and mortar batteries 
and of the magazines was complete, and the whole 
of the troops, marines, and seamen returned on 
board their ships. 

On the 2'2d, in the evening, the appearance of a EnHsU 
french force collecting u|)on the hills induced the 
lieutenant-colonel and commodore to relaud the'*"'! 
detachment of marines, accompanied by a few sto'resY 
seamen, with ordei s to captain Willoughby, who had 
again volunteered to take the command, to destroy 
the stores containing tlie public property. An ex- 
tensive government store, containing all the raw 
silk which had been on board the indiamen, and was 
valued at more tlian half a million sterling, was set 
on fire and destroyed. The remaining stores witliin 
reach were left \uitouched, merely because a doubt 
existed as to their being public property. This 
important service effected, the detachment reembarked 
without the slightest casualty, although almost within 
gun-shot of a much superior force. 

VOL. V. u 
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On the 23d, at daybreak, the troops, marines, 
sopt. and seamen were all in the boats ready again to 
French uiider cover of the Nereidc, when it was dis- 

capitii- covered tliat general Desbrusleys, the g-overnor ol 
ute for Bourbon, had, in the course of the night, retreated 
very of across tlic island to St.-Denis, The commandant of 
the town of St.-Paul, captain St.-Michel, being now 
perty. disposcd to negotiate with the British, terms for the 
delivery of all public property in the tovvii were 
drawn up and agreed to. General Desbrusleys 
having shot himself, through chagrin, as alleged, at 
the success of the British, a prolongation of the 
armistice was granted for live days. On the 28th 
the truce expired ; and the british troops, marines, 
and seamen immediately began shipping the pro- < 
visions, ordnance-stores, and small remainder of the 
cargoes of the captured indiamen. Captains Dale 
and Gelston were then reinstated in the command of 
the Streathain and Burope ; and, with the aid of the 
british squadron, the ships were refitted for sea. 
This done, commodore Rowleyand hissquadron made 
sail from the bay of St.-Paul. 

The Caroline, a tolerably fine frigate of 1078 tons, 
launched at Antwerp in August, 1800, was com- 
missioned under the appropriate name (a Caroline 
being already in the service) of Bourbonaise, and 
Promo- Corbett was appointed to command her. The 

tion of vacancy in the Ner6ide was immediately filled up 
captamby giving post-ruuk to captain Willoughby, who had 
lough- so gallantly and so successfully exerted himself 
on the occasion ; and of whom lieutenant-colonel 
Keating and Captain Rowley, in their several 
despatches, speak in the highest terms. 

Capt. above, ill substance, is as the account of the 

Bren- expedition to St.-Paid’s bay stands in our first edition; 

but a contemporary has given a somewhat different 
count, version of it. He names captain Corbett as captain 
Willoughby’s assistant on shore, although the former 
never quitted the Nereide ; and, had he landed, 
would of course, from his superior rank, have assumed 
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the command. The following paragraph also ap- J809. 
pears : “ The Sirius (commanded, it appears, by 
captain Corbett,” not captain Pym) anchored with 
her stern within pistol-shot of the beach, and sustained 
the fire of the batteries, a frigate, two indiamen, and 
a brig. She never returned a shot till both her 
anchors were let go ; the british troops then rushed 
on ; and in 20 minutes every french flag was struck. 

Tlie grape-shot of the Sirius went over the most 
distant ships of the enemy; and so severe and well 
kept up was her fire, that both the French and 
English expressed their admination.”* 

The principal part of this statement will be best iff 
answered by* a sliort extract from the logs of two 
of the ships present at the attack. The Sirius lierself 
says: ‘‘At 7 a. m. Nereide telegraphed Raisonabic, 

‘ troops on shore.’ Observed a union jack on one 
of the Ijatteries. At 7 (In 30 m. meant, it is believed) 
enemy opened a fire on the Nereide. At 8 Raison- 
able opened a fire on the french frigate. At 8, 10, 
Sirius fired several broadsides. Filled and made 
sail to-windward. 8, 45, tacked and stood in shore. 

9, 15, bro light up with the stream- and small bower, 
opened a raking fire on the Caroline, indiamen, and 
battery. At 10 ceased firing, shipping and batteries 
in Dossession of the british troops.” The Otter, by 
her log, says : “ At 8, 4.5, observed all the batteries 
in our possession. 8, 50, observed Sirius make 
signal, ‘ Permission to anchor.’ Affirmed by the 
Raisonable. 9, 14, observed Sirius anchor and open 
a raking fire on the frigate. 9, 20, the frigate 
hauled down her colours.” Among other misinform- 
ation that appears to have reached captain Brenton, 
is, that captain Feretier, late of the Caroline, and 
not general Desbrusleys, committed suicide. 

In the summer of the present year the french 
frigates Venus and .Manche, accompanied by the tuies 
14-gun corvette Creole, were' cruising in the bay'°',”*’*" 
of Bengal. On the 26th of July, off the south brig 
end of the Great Nicobar island, the Venus, theu^™“‘‘ 

Brenton, vol. iv. p, 398. 
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alone, captured the honourable company’s brig 
Oct. Orient, captain Harman, bound with despatches 
from Madras to Prince-of-Wales’s island. Sending 
his prize to the Isle of France, commodore Hamelin 
cruised on the same station about a week longer, 
and th(m proceeded to Carnicobar island for water. 
He was there joined by the Manche and Creole. 
Having completed tlicir water, the two frigates and 
corvette made sail for the Preparis isles, and then 
Ibr Achoen head. 

Com- 'pjjg commodore continued cruising, with 

(lore very iudifferent success, olf the north-west coast ol 
iimuc- |},g island of Sumatra until (he 10th of October ; 
piim- when he detached the Creole to seize (Ik; honourable 
luStLi) company’s settlement of Tappanooly, on the small 
settle- island of PniHihongeacheel, close to the west side of 
Sinnatra. On the 12th the Creole arrived off and 
liooiy. took possession of the settlement. On (he 21st the 
Venus and Manche joined the Creole; and com- 
modore Hamelin immediately proceeded on the work 
of dosti'uction. The few guns on the battery were 
disabled, the jiroperty, both ]niblic and private, con- 
fiscated, the buildings of every descripiion set on 
lire, the cattle carried ofl', the horses maimed, and 
the plantations on the main deslroyed. All the 
residents found atTa|)panooly were brought on board 
the Venus ; but subsc({nently the female part of 
them were jmt on board a prize scliooner, and 
allowed to proceed to Padaiig'. According to a 
private letter from one of the sufferers, which ap- 
peared in the London p,apers of the day, the behaviour 
of commodore Hamelin, (o (lie female jiortion of liis 
unhappy prisoners esjieciaily, was of the most dis- 
graceful and revolting character. ^V e shall not, how- 
ever, enter into the jiarticulars, but merely state, that 
on the 23d of October the french squadron, having 
thus signalized itself, quitted Tappanooly, and 
steered for the bay of Bengal, 
wimi- On the 18th of Novemlier, at daylight, latitude 
and G° 30' north, longitude 92° 45' east, the honourable 
company’s outward-bound sliips Windham, captain 
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John Stewart^, United-Kingdom, captain William 
Parker D’Esterre, and Charlton, captain Charles 
Mortloek, while standing on the larl)oard tack with sons 
a light bi-ecze from the wcstwai'd, discovered in the 
cast-south-east, about seven miles distant, three frcncu 
ships close hauled on the starlioard tack. At 6 a. m. 
the strangers, which were no other than the Venus, 
Manche, and Creole, tacked and stood towards the 
indiamcn. 

The three latter were of the same same size as oai- 
thc Streatham and Enrojie; and two of them, the 
Windham and Charlton, mounted the same guns on ceeding 
the main deck, with six medium 9-poundcrs on 
the ({uarterdeck. The United-Kingdom mounted 20 an. 
medium 12-pounders on the main deck, and six 
6-pounders on the quarterdeck. Each ship had a 
crew of 110 men, including l.,ascars; and between 
the three were distributed about 200 recruils going 
to join the indian army. Opposed to two heavy 
french I’rigates and a corvctle, the three indiamen 
would have stood no chance ; but, as it would have 
been equally impossible to escape, and particularly 
as one of the frigates, the Manche, wais considerably 
detached and to-windward of her two consorts, com- 
modore Stewart considered that a prompt and well- 
concerted attack upon her might succeed before she 
could be supported by the ships to-leeward. He 
accordingly telegraphed his wishes to the United- 
Kingdom and Charlton, and they aflirmetl the signal. 

Upon this the Windham bore down under all sail, and 
Avas tardily followed by her two consorts. 

At 8 A. M., having arrived well up with the wea- wimi- 
therrnost french frigate, and finding that his two XIc 
consorts still remained far astern, and ivere making 
no etlbrts to cooperate with him, captain Stewart higate. 
resolved singly to engage the french frigate, hoping 
to be afforded a chance of boarding her. His pro- 
posal was cheered by the ship’s company and troops, 
and the Windham continued to advance towards the 
Manche. At 9 h. 30 m. a. m. the latter hoisted french 
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colours and commenced a heavy fire, but the Wind- 
Nov. ba^n continued to close without returning a shot. 
Seeing lier determinatioig the french frigate evaded 
it by wearing round on the starboard tack. The 
Windham followed tlie frigate in the manoeuvre and 
opened her fire ; but captain Stewart soon found 
tliatj while the shot of the Manchc were flying over 
iie- hiui_, those of the Windham fell short. The latter 
nuk-or now backed her main topsail and commenced a close 
no sup- action with the Manche ; who, findincr that the Wind- 
from ham’s two consorts kept aloof from the battle, merely 
con^'^° firing now and then a few distant and harmless shot, 
sorts, continued engaging the Windham till noon ; when 
the french frigate wore and made sail to join the 
Venus. 

Makes Seeing clearly that he should receive no effectual 
from support IVorn his consorts, and having already had 
frcncii three cadets and an ensign of foot killed and two 
(koT C'^i'iets wounded, and the ship’s rigging and sails 
much ctit, captain Stewart, with the concurrence 
of his officers, made sail, in the liopc of saving the 
Windham from the fate which a longer continuance 
in action would render unavoidable. While the 
Manchc and the corvette attacked and captured 
All the United-Kingdom and Charlton, the Venus made 
imiia- pursuit of tlic Windliaiii. Every attempt, by 

iiHu lightening herself and otherwise, was made by the 
turn], latter to escape; but the superior sailing of the 
french frigate enabled her, not, however, until 10 h. 
30 m. A. M. on the 22d, and that after a smart running 
fight, to overtake and capture the Windham. 

Having received on board the Venus captain Stewart 
and nearly the whole of liis people, and placed a 
prize crew in the Windham, the french commodore 
made sail for the Isle of France. On the 6th of 
December the two ships fell in with the Manche and 
Creole, and their two prizes ; but on the 19th, in 
v^nus thick bad weather, the Venus parted as well from 
anTin them as from the Windham. Steering now alone 
distress for the Isle of France, the Venus on the 27th en- 
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countered a tremendocis g'ale of wind or hurricane ; 
in which the frigate lost all three of her topmasts, nov. 
and, owing chiefly to the inattention of the officers 
and crew in keeping open the gunroom ports and 
not securing the hatchways, had seven and a half 
feet water in the hold. 

In this extremity, when his crew had given up the 
ship as lost, and his officers had retired to their mt 
cabins to await the result, captain Hamelin sent for 
captain Stewart, and recpiested that he would en- ciiaige 
dcavour, with the men of his late crew, to save the 
french frigate ; but he, at the same time, Avished him captain 
to give a pledge, that his men should not take ])os- 
session of the frigate. Captain Stewart refused to 
give the pledge, but replied that M. Hamelin must 
take his chance of such an event taking place. 
Having caused all the arms to be removed, the 
french cajitain gave up the cimrge of his frigate to 
the british captain iind crew, his prisoners. By great 
exertions on the |)art of the latter, the wreck of the 
frigate’s topmasts, left by the Frenchmen hanging 
over her side, was cleared, and the Avater inthe liold 
rediiccd to a very small quantity. In short, the 
Venus Avas saved, and on the 3Ist anchored in sWp, 
Rivierc-Noirc, Isle of France, with scarcely a drop“'''‘^^ 
of Avater for the jn isoners or crcAv, and no provisions rives at 
except a small quantity of bad rice. In this state of 
things, it would have been imjiossibh', oven could 
the prisonei's have retained possession of the ship, 
to have conducted her to a british port. 

Captain Stewart and his jieople Avere marched 
across the country to Port-Louis ; where they ar- prize 
rived on the 1st of January, and on the next day 
the Manche arrived, in company Avith the United- 
Kingdom and Charlton. The Windham, hoAvever, 
was not so fortunate. On the 29th of December, Wind- 
when close off the Isle of France, she Avas recaptured 
by the british 12-pouuder 36-gun frigate Magncienne, tureti- 
captain Lucius Curtis. The Windham Avas then 
sent to the Cape of Good Hope; where, shortly 
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ifi09. afterwards^ c^aptaiu Stewart and liis officers arrived 
in a cartel, and were allowed to rejoin their recovered 
ship.'*!^ 

Deiione Q[j 2d of November^ in the afteriioon, off the 
Saud-lieads in the bay of Ilcngal, the british 18-gnn 
t'urcs ship-sloop Victor, still connnanded l)y caj)tain Kd- 
victor. ward Slopford,* fell in with and was cliascd by 
the french frigate Bellone. At about 10 p. m., after 
liaving had all her running rigging cut to pieces, 
her raninmast wounded in two, and her inizeinnast 
in three places, and her fore topsail shot away, the 
Victor had no alternative but to haul down her colours. 
As the night was very dark, and the Victor lay very 
low in the water, her Indl was comparatively unin- 
jured, and her loss in consc(|uence amounted to only 
two men wounded. Nor is it likely that her two 
6-pounder (diasc-guns could have done any material 
injury to the llellone. 

Some newspaper stated, that captain Stopford 
“ determined to board the Bellone and a contem- 
porary historian has gone still furtlier, l.)y declaring 
that the captain “ attempted to board his cnemy/’j' 
hut failed. That no such attempt was made we are 
sure ; and, considering the immense disparity in size 
and force bctw'eeu the two vessels, one of which was 
nearly four times as large as tlic other, and liad 
on board treble the number of men, we cannot be- 
lieve that captain Stojiford had the least idea of 
undertaking so rash an enter])rise. 

Boiionc On the 22d, Ijeiiig still off tlie Sand-heads, the 
Bellone, with the Victor and another prize or two in 
portu- company, fell in wath the portuguese frigate Minerva, 
frigate. Pinto, of 52 guiis, including 30 long 18- 

pounders on tlie main deck. At 4 i>. m. an action 
eng, age commeiiced between these frigates ; and the french 
nerva* bcliaved SO badly, notwithstanding they must 

surren- luive had the Victor to assist them, that, if the portu- 
guese crew had not been the most cowardly that 
ever maimed a frigate, the Bellone w ould have been 
* See p. 2S1. t J3rcntou^ vol. iv. p. 400, 
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t!ic prize of tlie Minerva. Instead of which, the 
Minerva became the prize of the Belloiie, and was 
obtained at so triliiiio’ an expense as four or live 
wounded men and about twice as many cut ropes, 

As tlie strikiuo- of the colours remained with the iniM-s 
ofHcers, they, to their credit, did not surrender the 
ship until the tire of the Bellonc had killed and Louis, 
wounded several persons on board of her. On the 
2d of January captain Duperre, with his two mcn-of- 
war prizes in company, aiicliorcd in Port-Louis. 

Amono' the services performed by the british navy 
in this quarter ofthc oflobe during* the year 1809, were auTca- 
scveral successful attacks made ])y the 12-pounder 
3()-gun frigate Chitromie, captain John Waiuwright, pirau's. 
and 18-j)ounder 3G-gun frigate Caroline, captain 
Cliarles Gordon, in company with the honourable 
company’s cruisers Mornington, cajitain Jcake.s, and 
Aurora, Nautilus, Priuee-of-Wales, Fury, and Ariel, 
lieutenants Conyers, Watkins, Allen, Davidson, and 
Salter, having on board a body of troops under lieu- 
tenant-colonel Smith, upon a nest of pirates in the their 
Ihu'sian Gulf, which iiad for a long time harassed 
the trade in that sea. f)n the 13th of November 
Ras-al-Khyma, the principal ])irate-town, together 
with all the vessels in the port, upwards of 50 in 
number, including about 30 very large dows, and a 
considerable quantity of naval .stores of every spccie.s, 

Avas set on fire and destroyed. 

On the 17th tw enty large pirate-vessels in the town 
of Linga shared the same fate, and on the 27th eleven 
others at the town of Luft ; the sea-defences of both 
places being also completely destroyed. All this uosson 
was not effected, how^ever, without a desperate re- 
sistance on the part of the pirates ; and, in conse- 
quence, the loss on the british side amounted to four 
men killed, one mortally, 15 severely, and 19 slightly 
wounded : a loss, nevertheless, of moderate amount, 
compared with the number of lives which these bar- 
barians, had they been allowed to prosper in their 
gains, w'ould very soon have sacrificed. 
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v-.v—' COLONIAL EXPEDITIONS. — COAST OF AFRICA. 

. 1 z' • 

Expc~ Much injury havinf^ been done to the africaii 
dition coasting- trade by small french privateers, fitted out 
tHrrs^(A at Senegal, captain Edward Henry Columbine, of 
the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Solebay, the naval 
from commanding officer at the settlement of Goree, eon- 
Gorfe. certed with major Charles William Maxwell, of the 
African Corps, the commandant of the garrison, a 
plan for the reduction of Senegal. Accordingly, on 
the 4th of July, a detachment from the garrison of 
Goree, amounting to 166 oflicers and men under 
the major’s command, end)arked on board the Agin- 
court transport; and the squadron, composed of the 
Sohffiay, the 18-gim brig-sloop Derwent, captain 
Frederick Parker, and 12-gun brig Tigris, lieutenant 
Robert IJones, the Agincourt, a flotilla of small 
armed vessels, consisting of the George govern- 
ment-schooner, and six .sloops and schooners col- 
lected for the purpose, and, in order to give the 
a]>pearanee of a greater force, one unarmed merchant 
ship, two brigs, and one schooner, immediately 
weighed and set sail. 

Anchor Qn the 7th ill tlic evening the expedition, amount- 
ncgiii. big to 14 sail of vessels, anchored off the bar of 
Senegal ; and on the 8th 160 of the African Corps, 
120 seamen, and 50 marines, were got over the bar, 
in 16 boats, through a very heavy surf. But, in 
surmounting this difficulty, the George was driven 
on shore, and a schooner and a sloop were totally 
Pirker '''^®^bcd. Only one individual perished on the occa- 
di-own- sion ; and. that unfortunately was captain Parker of 
the Derwent. It was now discovered that the French 
had collected their force, consisting of 160 regulars 
and about 240 militia and volunteers, at Babague, a 
British about five miles below the town of St.-Louis 
land! and ten above the bar. Major Maxwell, with the 
detachment of troops and the marines, numbering 
altogether about 210 men, landed without opposition 
on the left bank of the river, and immediately took 
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up a position^ with the intention of waiting until pro- 
visions could be passed from the shipping, and the 
schooner George could be got afloat. 

On the 9th the french commandant marched out to 
attack the British, and major Maxwell, supported by'toa ' 
the boats, rapidly advanced to meet him. Finding 
the British stronger than he had cx])ccted, the on up 
former waited only to exchange a lew shot with the 
troops and the boats, and then retreated so expe- 
ditiously, and' with so perfect a knowledge of the 
country, that it was impossible to cut him off. The 
position, to which the French had ) etired, consisted 
of a formidable line of defence atBabague, abatteiy 
on the south point of an island commanding the pas- 
sage of the river. This post was further defended, 
at about a quarter of a mile in advance of the 
battery, by a chain secured to ancliors on each 
shore, and floated all across the stream by large 
spars ; and, at about a hundred yards in the rear of 
this boom, lay a flotilla of seven armed vessels and 
gun-boats, mounting between them 31 guns. 

On the JOth, in the evening, the sloop George 
was got afloat; and on the 11th the Solebay and ™u- 
Derwent, the latter now commanded by captain 
Joseph Swabey Tetley, took up a position close to the an<l 
narrow neck of land that divides the river from the 
sea, for the purpose of cannonading the Ibrt of Ba- 
bague. This the two ships did with considerable 
effect ; but, in the course of the ensuing night, the 
frigate, in shifting her birth, went on shore, and, 
although still in a position to annoy the enemy, "rcck- 
became totally wrecked. Fortunately no lives were 
lost, and the crew managed to save a great propor- 
tion of the stores. 

On the 12th, in the morning, the troops were re- 
embarked, and the flotilla proceeded up the river 
until within gun-shot of the fort at Babaguc ; when, 
just as every thing was in readiness for a night 
attack, information arrived that the french com- 
mandant meant to capitulate. The attack was there- 
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W09. fore postponed ; and on the morning- of the 13tli it 
was discovered, that the Frcneli (prot)ablY tlie militia, 
Scn<;gai who wo e disatfeeted) liad broken the boom, and 
derr*^' ‘Oiandoned the vessels and the battery, leaving their 
' colours flying upon both. Shortly afterwards a letter 
was brought from the commandant, ofl'ering to 
capitulate ; and in the course of the day terms Avore 
agreed u})oii, surrendering the colony of Senegal to 
the british arms. 

M'.iiiiai This harassing and not unimportant service Avas 
etfected Avith a loss to the B-.itish, besides that of 
captain Parker of the Derwent, comparatively slight; 
one midshipman Avas drowned, oJie lieutenant of the 
troops died in the ticld from fatigue, and one man Avas 
-I Avouiidcd by the enemy’s fire. The loss on the part of 
the French appears to have been also of trifling amount, 
not exceeding one man killed and two w ounded. 

AVEST INDIES. 

I’ropa- The interception, in the summer of 1808, of some 
despatches from the colonial jirefect of Martinique 
tack to the french minister of marine, exposing the Avants 
nique. the island, and calling for a supply of jirovisions 
and troops, is thought to have directed the attention 
of the british government to the reduction of this 
valuable 1‘rcnch colony. At all events, preparations 
for the attack began at Barbadoes as early as No- 
vember; and the authorities at Martinicpie, as they 
themselves acknowledge, anticipated an attack 
toAvards the end of that month or the beginning of 
December. Matters Avere not, hoAvever, in perfect 
readiness until the latter end of January, when the 
follow ing force Avas assembled : 

gun-slup 

QQ xy , f rcar-adm. (r.) hon. sir Alex. J. Cochrane^ K.B. 

Jti iNeptune . . Cliarlcs Dilkes. 

rp f commod. Georg’c Cockburn. 

I captain Edward rdliam Breiiion. 

74 ^ York .... ,, Robert Barton. 

I Bclleisle . . „ William Charles Ealiie. 

L Captain. ... Janies Athol Wood. 

()4 Intrepid . . Christ. Joliri Williams Ncsliam. 

44 Ulysses , . ,, Edward Woollcombe. 
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Frigates, Ac.asta, Penelope, Ethalion, Ulysses, /Eolus, Circe, 1809. 
Cleopatra, and Enrydicc ; ship-sloops' Cherub, Goree, Pelorus, ' — — ' 
Star, Stork ; b 7 -ip,-slonps Amarantlie, Eclair, Forrester, Frolic, 
Recruit, AVolverinc j gim-brigs Express, Haughty, and Swinger. 

On Ihe 30tli of that month the expedition, 
consi.stiiig-, as here named, of six sail of the 
lino, one 44-gTin ship, live frigates, one 22-gun 
ship, and 13 sloops and smaller vessels, forming 
a total of 28 sail of pendants, nnder the com- 
mand of rear-admiral the hononrahle sir Alexander 
Coclirane, having in charge a licet of transports 
containing about 10000 troops, commanded by lieu- 
tenant-general Beckwitli, arrived olf tlie island off^pc- 
Martiniqne from Carlisle bay; whence it had sailed I, 
on the 28th. The land force at this time at Mar- 
tinif|ne consisted of about 2100 enbetive regulars,*'’ ' 
and about an equal number of militia, oi* “ national The 
guards,” a name, as it turned out, rather inappro- 
priately given to them; and there were mounted taincd. 
upon Fort Desaix, the arsenal. Fort Royal, and the 
batteries on the coast, about 289 pieces (tf camion. 

34ie naval force consisied of the french 40-gun 
frigate Amphitrite,* lying at Fort-Royal, the 18-gnn 
ship-corvette Diligcnte at St. -Pierre’s, and the 
late british brig-sloop Carnation at Marin. The 
governor-general of the island was vice-admiral 
Yillaret-Joyeiise, the opponent of lord Howe on the 
1st of June. 

Early on the morning of the 30th one division of British 
the troops, nearly 3000 in number, commanded by 
major-general Frederick Maitland, landed, without out op. 
opposition, at Sainte-Luce, under the superintend- 
ence of captain Fahie of jhe Bellcisle ; and a de- 
tachment of 600 men, under Major Henderson of the 
York Rangers, landed at Cape Salomon, also with- 
out opposition. The appearance of the former in 
Marin bay was the signal for the French to set 
lire to and destroy the Carnation. While these 
proceedings were going on upon the south-west or 


* See j). I‘23. 
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1809. leeward coast of tlie island, a division of about 6500 
men, commanded by lieutenant-general sir George 
Prevost, disembarked, under the direction of captain 
fectiL Beaver of the 40-gun frigate Acasta, at Baie 

of the Robert on the north-east or windward coast, still 
^Jtliout experiencing any opposition. The fact is, 
that the french governor-general had committed the 
great mistake of sending to each of the two points 
at which tlic British had landed, Baie Robert and 
Pointe Sainte-Lucc, two of the four battalions of 
militia on the island, unaccompanied by troops of 
the line. The consequence was, that the militia, or 
gardes nationales,” left the field to the enemy, and 
retired peaceably to their homes, 
maaon" traitorous conduct was jiartly the effect of a 

totiic- proclamation, addressed by the two british corn- 
biacks. inanders in chief to the black or coloured popula- 
tion, of which, almost exclusively, the militia was 
composed. No copy of this proclamation accom- 
panies the official letters : it is merely referred to in 
them. An enemy has an immense advantage, where 
the territory he is about to invade contains a slave 
population ; but there is a homely f)roverb, about 
persons with glass windows, &c. which might be worth 
attending to by those who scruple not to resort to so 
barbarous, so unauthori/xd a inode of warfare, as that 
of inciting the slave, if not actually to murder, to 
betray his master. 

Battle between the regular troops on 

tween each side was upon the heights of Desfourneaux and 
bntisu 2 J of February; on each of 

french wliicli days the british forces, under the command, 
lafs" nominally of lieutenant-general sir George Provost, 
but really of brigadier-general Hoghton,* were suc- 

* That sir George took no personal share in the battles that 
ensued, his own letters, on a careful perusal of them, sufficiently 
prove. For instance : “ I lost no time after this junction, and 
])ushed forward” (not himself, but) “ the honourable lieutenant- 
colonel Pakenham,” &c. “ This movement I supported” (not by 
leading his own division, but) “by the light-infantry battalion 
under brigadier-general Hoghtonf’ who, in fact, did all that 
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cessful, but not without a loss amounting to 81 killed, 1^09* 
334wouiKled,andl8missing. The French, who, though 
decidedly inferior in numbers, were strongly posted, 
acknowledge a loss, in killed and wounded together, 
of 700 men. On the same night, or the succeeding 
morning, the french troops in this vicinity abandoned 
their advanced posts, and retired upon Fort Desaix^* 
After the detachment of 000 York Rangers, under 
major Henderson, had possessed themselves of the 
battery on Pointe Salomon, an attack was made upon 
Islet aux Ramiers, or Pigeon island ; and, on the 
4th of February, after being bombarded for 12 hours 
by 10 mortars and howitzers, five of which had been of 
got to the top of a commanding height by the very 
great exertions of a detachment of seamen under 
captain Cockburnof thePompee, that important little 
spot surrendered. This post was acejuired witli a 
loss of only two seamen killed and one soldier 
wounded. Nor did the french ganison of 130 men, 
the retreat of whom had been cut olf by the frigates 
H5olus and Cleopatra, captains lord William Filz- 
Roy and Samuel John Pechcll, and the brig-sloop 
Recruit, captain Charles Napier, detached to the 
upper end of the bay, lose more than five killed and 
11 wounded. 

Sir Alexander immediately stood in with the 
squadron and anchored in Fort-Royal bay; but, on dron 
the a})proach of the two frigates and sloop, the 
French had set fire to and destroyed the Amphitrite Fort- 
and the other vessels in the harbour. They had 
also abandoned all the forts in this quarter, at Case- 
'Navire, and along the neighbouring coast, and shut 
themselves up in Fort Desaix. On the 5tli major- 
general Maitland, who had marched from Sainte- 
Luce to Champin and La Croissades without the 
slightest opposition, pur.sued his march, and on the 
8th arrived at Case-Navire, equally unmolested ; 

was done. On another occasion sir George write-s : “ Having 
yesterday evening reconnoitred the enemy’s advanced picket, 

I decided upon attempting tlie surprise of it in the course of the 
night, and— gave directions accordingly to major Pearson, &c.” 
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ISO'), thereby completing the investment of Fort Desaix 
on the western side. On the 9th, being garrisoned 
Sur- 'ihlitia, the town of St.-Pierre and its de- 

remier pendeiicios, along with the ship-corvette Diligente 
Pierre. aiiclior ill tlic poi’t, Surrendered, on the first sum- 
mons, to lieutenant-colonel Barnes ; and on the 10th 
•^he town of Fort- Royal was occupied by the british 
troops. 

From the lOth to the 19th the besiegers were 
occupied in constructing gun and mortar batteries, 
in landing cannon, mortars, and howitzers, with their 
ammunition and stores, in dragging them to the 
several points selected by the engineers, and in the 
(iompletion of the works preparatory to a bombard- 
ment of Fort Desaix. On the 19th, at 4 h. 30 m. 
Hiitish 1*. M., the British opened upon tliat fortress from six 
!.ani points, with 14 heavy pieces of cannon and 28 mor- 
Foit tars and howitzers; and the bombardment continued 
without intermission until the 23d at noon, when the 
french general sent a trumpet with a letter proposing 
terms. These being considered inadmissible, the 
bombardment recommenced at 10 p. m., and con- 
tinued until 9 A. M. on the 24th ; when three white 
Hags were discovered Hying in the fortress. The 
british batteries immediately ceased ; and, in tlie 
Marti- coui se of the day, the french colony of Martinique 
surrendered by capitulation to the arms of Great 

snrrcn- .. . ^ ^ 

tiers. Jjntain. 

].osson As far as appears in the Gazette, no loss was 
liilc ^'i^biined by the british troops during the bombard- 
ment ; but the seamen serving on shore under 
captain Cockburn sustained a loss of five men and 
one boy killed, and the Amaranthe’s boatswain and 
gunner, (Thomas Wicklaud and John Thompson,) 
one master’s mate, (James Scott,) one midshipman, 
(Thomas Mills,) and the gunner, (John Edevearn,) 
of the Pompee, and 14 men wounded; total, six killed, 
10 badly, and nine slightly wounded. The whole of 
the Amaranthe’s loss, amounting to three killed, four 
badly, and two slightly wounded, arose from the 
accidental explosion of the laboratory tent in the 
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rear of the great mortar battery on Tartanson. We 
must not part with the seamen without stating, that 'UQr 
they were of the greatest use in the operations of the, 
siege, particularly in dragging the heavy cannon up 
the heights. 

The French acknowledge a loss in killed and 
wounded, by the bombardment alone, of 200 menl^rencu 
a loss which, had it not been for the timely surrender 
of the garrison, might have been much greater ; for 
it appears that the shells of the besiegers had 
cracked and damaged in several places the roof of 
the magazine, and that the french troops were in 
momentary dread of an explosion. This, indeed, 
was the alleged, and it must be- admitted to have 
been a very natural, cause of the proposal to capitu- 
late. The court of inquiry which sat at Paris on the 
6th of December, 1809, to investigate the causes of 
the surrender of the colony, strongly animadverted 
upon the neglect of not having previously removed 
the powder to the galleries of the fortress ; and, for 
that and other causes, the governor-general, vice- 
admiral Villaret-Joyeuse, together with some of the 
subordinate officers, was stripped of his rank and 
honours. 

On the 8th of December, 1808, a small expedition, 
consisting of the british 20-gun ship Confiance, cap- against 
tain James Lucas Yeo, the two portuguese brigs 
Voader and Infante, and some smaller vessels, having 
on board about 5,50 portuguese land forces, under 
the command of lieutenant-colonel Manoel Marques, 
and which had been fitted out at the Brazils, with 
the concurrence of rear-admiral sir William Sidney 
Smith, the british commander in chief on that station, 
took peaceable possession of the district of Oyapok 
in French Guyane, and on the 15th reduced that of 
Approuak. This success determined captain Yeo 
and the portuguese lieutenant-colonel to make a 
descent on the east side of the island of Cayenne; on 
which stands the town of the same name, the capital 
of the colony. The island is divided into two parts 

VOL. v. X 
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1809. byii^n arti^cal river, or fosse, about 30 ffifit 

n^.q[^e(l Crique fouillee ; afl(} is bpqpded on the north 
by the sea, on the south by the river de tour 4© 
I’tle,” op the east by th© Hver Mphuy, and ©» tho 
west by that of Cayenne. 

All the Portuguese troops, along with SO seanien 
marines from the Confiance, and a party of 
marines from the Voader and Infante, having been 
embarked on board the small vessels, the latter, on 
the 6th of January, early in the morning, dropped 
into the mouth of the river Mahuy. In the evening 
lands at capWm Yeo, with 10 canoes and about 25Q men, 
Mahuy. proceeded to attack some forts that commanded the 
entrance of the river; havingleft the vessels thathad on 
board the remainder of the troops in charge of captain 
Salgado of the Voader, with directions to follow after 
dark, and, on being apprized by signal that the tivo. 
forts were carried, to enter the river apd disembark 
‘ the men with all possible despatch. On the 7th> ah 
3 A. M., captain Yeo reached Pointe Mahpy, with 
five canoes ; the others, being heavy, could not keep 
up. The party then landed in a bay about half way 
between Fort Diamant and the battery named 
Degras des Cannes ; but the surge was so high that 
all the boats soon went to pieces. Having ordered 
major Joaquim Manoel Pinto, with a detachment of 
Portuguese troops, to proceed to the left and take 
Degras des Cannes, captain Yeo, accompanied by 
lieutenants William Howe Mulcaster and Samuel 
Blyth, and lieutenant John Jlead of the marines, also 
Storms ]y[r. Thomas Savory, the purser, William Taylor, 
carries the carpenter, George Border and David Irwio, 
fMto Uiidshipmen, and a party of the Copfiance’s seamen 
and marines, marched to Fort Diamant. Both forta 
were promptly carried; the Diamant, mounting twp 
long 24-pounders and one brass eight, with the loss 
of lieutenant Read and one seaman and five marine^ 
badly wounded on captain Yeo’s side, and the coim? 
maudant and three soldiers killed and four woand^d> 
out of 50 mem ©a lb© P©rt pf the French i aPd.^e^ 
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D^gras des Cannes, mounting two brass 8-pounders, !***• 
without any loss to major Pinto, but with two men 
killed on the part of the enemy, whose number at 
the commencement of the attack was 40. 

The entrance of the river being thus in possession 
of the allied forces, the signal agreed upon was 
made, and by noon the whole of the remaining troops^ 
were safely disembarked. Information now arrived 
that general Victor Hugues had quitted Cayenne- 
town at the head of 1000 troops, to endeavour to 
retake the captured forts. The force of the allies 
being' too small to be divided, and the distance 
between the forts being great, and they 12 miles 
only from Cayenne, captain Yeo resolved to dis- 
mantle Fort Diamant and collect his whole force at 
D6gras des Cannes. Leaving lieutenant Mulcaster, 
with a party of the Confiance’s men to do the needful 
at the Diamant, captain Yeo, with the remaining 
troops and seamen, proceeded to Degras des Cannes. '' 
On arriving here, captain Yeo perceived two other March- 
batteries about a mile up the river on opposite sides : against 
the one on the right bank, named Trio, situated upon*'j'j°^ 
an eminence commanding the creek (Crique fouillee) forts! 
leading to Cayenne ; the other on the opposite side 
situated at the entrance of canal de Torcy, on the 
creek leading to the house and plantation of Victor 
Hugues, and evidently erected for no other purpose 
than its defence. 

The Portuguese cutters Lion and Vinganza, 
each armed with a few 4-pouiiders, were anchored 
abreast of the two forts, when a smart action com- 
menced, and continued for an hour. Finding the 
superiority of the enemy’s metal and position, and 
that many on board the vessels were falling from 
the incessant showers of grape-shot, captain Yeo storms 
resolved to storm both the forts. Accordingly, while 
Mr. Savory, with a party of Portuguese troops, them, 
landed at the battery that defended the house of 
Victor Hugues, captain Yeo, accompanied by lieu- 
teiaant Blytlv and his gig’s crew, also by a party of 

X 2 
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1809. poftug'uese troops, proceeded to attack Trio* Alt- 
though both parties had to land at the very muzzles 
of the guns, the cool bravery of the assailants^^ in 
‘ defiance of a continual fire of grape and musketry, 
soon carried both posts, each mounting two 
8-pounders, and put to flight the 100 men divided 
between them. 

Scarcely had this service been accomplished, 
when the french troops from the town of Cayenne 
attacked colonel Marques at Degras des Cannes. 
The allied forces being much dispersed, captain 
Yeo, without waiting an instant, pushed off with the 
boats; and, arriving at the post, compelled the 
French, after a smart action of three hours, to re- 
treat to Cayenne. At about the same time 250 men 
appeared before Fort Diamant; but, perceiving lieu- 
tenant Mulcaster prepared to receive them, imagin- 
ing his force to be much greater than it was, and 
learning what had been the fate of their general, they 
quickly followed his example. The strongest post 
Victor* remained to be taken, the general’s private house; 
Hugues before which he had planted a field-piece and a 
fortiL swivel, with 100 of his best troops. On the 8th, in 
ed the morning, the allied forces proceeded to attack 
house. preliminary measure, captain Yeo 

tried the effect of a summons. The general’s ad- 
vanced guard allowed the gig with the flag of truce 
to approach within a boat’s length, then fired two 
volleys at lieutenant Mulcaster and his party, and 
quickly retreated. Upon this, captain Yeo landed 
his men ; but, considering that the outrage might have 
been committed without the knowledge of the french 
general, he again sent lieutenant Mulcaster : at whom, 
this time, the field-piece was discharged. One of 
the general’s slaves was next sent, and he returned 
with an answer that the communication must be in 
writing. At the same moment the general fired his 
field-piece as a signal to the troops, who lay in am- 
bush in the wood to the right of the allied forces, and 
who now opened upon the latter a steady and well- 
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directed fire ; the field-piece also continuing- to play 180&: 
upon them. Finding^ it impracticable to advance 
with his field-piece on account of fosses in the road, 
captain Yeo proceeded without it; and his men, 
with the pike and bayonet, cheering as they rushed 
on, soon carried the general’s gun and the general's hta to 
house, Victor Hugues and his gallant troops flying 
through the back premises into the wood, as the British 
and Portuguese entered at the front. 

Information now arriving, that about 400 of the 
enemy were about to take possession of Beauregard 
plain, an eminence which commands the several 
roads to and from Cayenne, the british and Portu- 
guese commanders instantly marched thither with 
their whole force. On the 9th the allied troops 
reached the spot, and on the 10th lieutenant Mulcas- 
ter and a Portuguese officer were sent into the town 
of Cayenne with a summons to the general. An 
armistice followed; and finally, on the 14th, the por-surren- 
tuguese troops, and the british seamen and marines, 
marched into Cayenne and took possession of the 
town. The enemy’s troops, amounting to 400, laid 
down their arras upon the parade, and were em- 
barked on board the several vessels belonging to 
the expedition: at the same time the militia, amount- 
ing to 600, together with 200 blacks, both of whom 
had been incorporated with the regular troops, de- 
livered in their arms. 

Thus was acquired, by a force, the most effective 
if not the most numerous part of which was a british 
20-gun ship’s complement, the whole of the french 
settlement of Cayenne, extending along the coast to 
the eastward as far as the river Oyapok, where the 
Portuguese possessions begin, and along the western 
coast to the river Maroni, that separates the colony 
from the possessions of the Dutch. All this was Mutual 
effected at a comparatively trifling loss of men : the 
British had one killed (lieutenant Read) and 23 
wounded ; the Portuguese, one killed and eight 
wounded; and the French 16 killed and 20 wounded. 
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1809; Tpiie previous achievements of captain Y^o* had 
prepared us for a display of extraordinary zeal and 
courage, but we did not expect to find a naval officer 
so well qualified to fill the station of a general. From 
the 15th of December, the seamen and marines of the 
Confiance on shore had not slept in their beds; aqd, 
from the time they landed, on the 7th of January, 
until the surrender of the colony, they Were without 
any cessation from fatigue. To add to their diffi- 
culties, the weather was constantly both boisterous 
and rainy, and the roads nearly impassable. 

Even the Confiance, in the absence of her com- 
mander and full three fourths of her crew, had the 
good fortune to accomplish, by her very appearance, 
what a ship of double her size and treble her force, 
(her guns were only 18-pounder carronades,) would 
have been proud of effecting by the fire of her artil- 
^Jj'^g lety. For instance, on the 13th of January the 
hariour french 40-gun frigate Topaze, captain Lahalle, ap- 
ship.*^ peared in the offing, with a reinforcement for the 
George garrisoii; but Mr. George Yeo, the captain’s brother 
and a mere lad, although his whole numerical force 
consisted of another young midshipman, Edward 
Bryant, 25 english seamen, and 20 negroes, managed, 
by his skilful manoeuvres and the bold front he put 
on, to scare the french frigate from the coast, and 
to send her where, as we have already seen, she 
became a prize to two british frigates.f 

* See vol. iv. p. 193. t See p. 215, 
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As the last annual abstract was remarkable for con- isio, 
taining the greatest number of ships that ever did, 
or that probably ever will, belong to the british navy; 
so is the present,* for being the first that exhibits a british 
declension in all its principal totals. In referring, as 
usual, to the prize and casualty lists of the year,f we 
have again to notice the heavy amount of loss sus- 
tained by the british navy. Yet care must be taken, 
that this is not absolutely, but relatively considered. 

A comparison of the three abstracts (Nos. 16, 17, 
and 18) containing the highest amount of loss, during 
the present war, with the three of the preceding war 
(Nos. 5, 9, and 10) similarly circumstanced, shows, 
that the aggregate loss in the former bore to the 
aggregate of its commissioned cruisers one tenth 
only more than was the case in the latter ; an over- 
plus of loss scarcely commensurate with the increased 
numbers and activity of the french marine during the 
years 1807, 1808, and 1809 ; particularly along the 
coasts, where far the greater proportion of the lost 
ships ended their days. 

The number of commissioned officers and masters, officers 
belonging to the british navy at the commencement 
of the year 1810^ was. 


Admirals 49 

Vice-admirals 61 

Rear-admirals 60 


,, superannuated 34 
Post-captains 725 


Commanders, or sloop-captains 
„ superannuated 47 

Lieutenants 

Masters 


608 

3114 

501 


* See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 18. 
t See Appendix, Nos. 10 and 11. 
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i8K).^i\d!4||to!,i3tiinb^'r of i^^en aftd marines^ voted for 
'"^•the sew^^f the same year, was 145000.* 

Owing ^l6%ie vigilance of the british blockading 
force, France was unable, during the whole of the 
present year, to get a fleet to sea, Napol6on, how- 
'Cver, still went on increasing his navy. At Antwerp 
imaWe 80-gun ships, the Friedland and Tilsitt, 

to get were launched, and the keels of two three-deckers 
gpjy® intended to carry 110 guns each, and to be named 
Hymen and Monarque, were laid upon the vacant 
slips. Towards the latter end of the summer 10 
sail of the line evinced a disposition to put to sea 
from the Scheldt, but were restrained from making 
the attempt by a squadron of seven or eight sail of 
the line, under rear-admiral sir Richard John Strachan 
in the St.-Domingo, cruising off’ Flusliing, 

Swe'e Since the 6th of January, Sweden, owing to a 
dares*' changc ill her dynasty, had made peace with France ; 
and on the 19th of November declared war against 
England. But vice-admiral sir James Saumarez, 
with five or six sail of the line, prevented either the 
Swedish or the russian fleet from being in any degree 
troublesome. 

Brest was this year a port of little consequence, 
containing in its road but three sail of the line, includ- 
ing one ship from Rochefort or Lorient, and about as 
many frigates. These were vigilantly watched by a 
british squadron outside ; as were the few remaining 
ships of the line, that lay in some of the minor french 
ports, along the Channel and Bay of Biscay frontiers, 
oi^lord commencement of the present year the 

Col- command upon the Mediterranean station was still 
wood. hands of vice-admiral lord Collingwood. But 

his lordship was in so infirm a state of health, that 
on the 5th of March he quitted Minorca in the Ville- 
de-Paris, bound to England for his recovery ; leaving 
the fleet under the temporary command of rear- 
admiral Martin, in the 80-gun ship Canopus. On 
the 7th of March, at 8 p. m., lord Collingwood 


* See Appendix, No. J?, 
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expired- The immediate cM^e of this disth^isheii'iS^^* 
officer’s death was a stoppage in th^ |i^k)iru8 Wjltaxh! 
inferior aperture of the stomach ; HS'^Brad nearly 
attained his 60th year. 

The french force in Toulon remained much the force 
same as at the close of the preceding year ; but we xouion 
shall defer entering into particulars until we have 
given some account of a successful expedition in the 
Adriatic against the island of St.-Maura, the ancient 
Leucadia ; and which, with the neighbouring island 
of Corfu, was still occupied by a french garrison. 

On the 21st of March, early in the morning, the British 
above expedition, consisting of the british 74-gun aiuon 
ship Magnificent, captain George Eyre, 38-gun fri- 
gate Belle-Poule, 'captain James Brisbane, and 16-gun Maura, 
brig-sloop Imogene, captain William Stephens, three 
gun-boats, and five transports, having on board 
a body of troops under brigadier-general Oswald, 
sailed from the island of Zante,and arrived the same 
evening off St.-Maura. The Imogene and gun-boats 
anchored to cover the landing of the troops ; and at und. 
daybreak on the 22d the whole disembarked, in the 
face of a slight resistance from some batteries. To 
the troops were added the marines of the Magnificent 
and Belle-Poule, and also of the Montagu 74, cap- 
tain Richard Hussey Moubray ; which ship, having 
knocked off her rudder in working into the road of 
Zante, had for the present been left behind. Cap- 
tains Eyre, Brisbane, and Stephens accompanied 
the troops in their march ; and captain Eyre was 
severely wounded in the head, and captain Stephens 
in the toot, at the storming of the first redoubt : in 
the attack upon which the 38-gun frigate Leonidas, 
captain Anselm John Griffiths, who had been de- 
tached to cruise to the northward of the island, lent 
her very effective cooperation. 

On the 30th the Montagu, having rehung 
rudder, arrived at St.-Maura. Immediately two ofs„“^™ 
her lowerdeck guns were landed, and 100 of her '!«”• 
seamen joined themselves to the 150 previously 
landed from the Magnificent, who had also sent on 
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1810 . shor^ 10 of her 18-pounders. On the 16th of April, 
After bifteries had been opened against it for nine 
British fortress and island of St.-Maura surren- 

loss. ^ dered on capitulation. The loss of the british army, 
including the foreign troops serving vrith it, amounted 
to 16 officers and men killed, 86 wounded, and 17 
missing, and of the british navy, to two seamen and 
six marines killed, and captains Eyre and Stephens, 
one captain of marines, (William Havisand Snowe,) 
one lieutenant, (Vernon Lamphier,) one lieutenant of 
marines, (Arthur Morrison,) six seamen, and 27 
marines wounded; total, 24 killed, 127 wounded, 
and 17 missing. The french garrison amounted at 
the capitulation to 714 officers and men, exclusive 
of 17 sick and 69 wounded. The number of killed 
must also have been considerable. 

We now return to the Toulon fleet. Vice-admiral 
in Tou- Ganteaume had been succeeded in the command of 
Ion. it ijy vice-admiral Allemand. The Bor6e had got 
back to her port from Cette ;* and the Robuste and 
Lion, her less fortunate consorts, were about to be 
replaced by three new ships, the Wagram of 130, 
Sceptre of 80, and Trident of 74 guns. The first 
of these ships was launched on the 30th of June, 
and another three-decker was immediately laid down 
Upon her slip. Exclusive of those three ships, the 
french fleet consisted of 13 sail of the line^ (one 130, 
two 120s, one 80, and nine 74s,) besides eight or 
nine frigates and several large armed store-ships. 
Since early in the month of May admiral sir Charles 
Charles ^of^pu had arrived on the station as the late lord 
Cotton Collingwood’s successor ; and the force under the 
Ss admiral’s command, cruising off Toulon, consisted, in 
lord general, of 13 sail of the line, but frequently of 
with, as Usual, a very small quota of frigates. 

On the 15th of July a continuance of strong gales 
from the north-west obliged sir Charles Cotton, with 
the main body of the fleet, to take shelter under 
Levant island, the easternmost of the Hyferes ; and, 


* See p. 209. 
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while heffe> the violence of the wind drove the adnii- Wio-, 
ral as far to the eastward as Villa-Franca. In the 
mean time the port of Toulon was watched by a 
detached squadron, under the orders of captain the BUcic- 
honourable Henry Blackwood, of the 74-gun ship^^** 
Warspite, consisting, besides that ship, of the 74s Toulon. 
Ajax and Conqueror, captains Robert Waller 
Otway and Edward Fellowes, the 18-pounder 
36'‘gun frigate Euryalus, captain the honourable 
George Heneage Lawrence Dundas, and the 10-gun 
brig-sloop Shearwater, captain Edward Reynolds 
Sibly. 

On the 17th eight sail of the line and four frigates 
Mood out of Toulon to exercise, and one of the 74s 
exchanged a few broadsides with the Euryalus, but 
without doing her any injury. Either on this or the chases 
preceding day a convoy of french coasters from the 
westward, under the protection of a frigate and toBan- 
corvette, was chased by captain Blackwood’s squa- 
dron into Baiidol, a small harbour 10 or 12 miles to 
the westward of Toulon. On the 18th the Euryalus 
reconnoitred the french fleet, and discovered two 
line-of-battle ships and one frigate at anchor off 
Cape Sepet, 11 line-of-battle ships and seven frigates 
in the outer, and two line-of-battle ships and one 
frigate in the inner road; total, 15 sail of the line 
and nine frigates. Thirteen of those ships comprise all 
those named at pp. 205 and 206, except the Robuste 
and Lion ; the two remaining ships were the Wagram 
of 130, and either the Sceptre of 80, or the Trident 
of 74 guns. 

On the 20th, at 7 a. m., while the Shearwater lay French 
close to the tongue of land that forms Cape Sepet, d?on 
and the Euryalus more to the south-east, fronting 
the road of Toulon, six sail of the line (one three, escort 
and five two deckers) and four frigates, under a j," 
vice-admiral, sailed out, with the apparent intention 
of releasing the frigate and her convoy at Bandol, as 
the latter, about the same time, got under way and 
stood to sea before a fine land wind. Just as captain 
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1810 . Sibly had made the signal of an enemy in the norths 
north-we^t, in which direction the Shearwater, since 
daylight, had been ordered to reconnoitre, the brig 
was recalled by the commodore ; whose object, as he 
could not now prevent the junction of the frigate 
and convoy in Bandol, was to collect his own ships, 
and place them without the enemy, in the most 
eligible posture of defence in his power. Having, 
before she could reach her squadron, to cross the 
french van or advanced division, consisting of the 
74-gun ship Ajax and 40-gun frigate Amelie, the 
Shearwater became rather critically circumstanced ; 
although it is doubtful whether, from her situation to- 
windward, the Shearwater could have been molested 
by the french ships, had the brig been suffered to 
remain where she was. The Euryalus, who had also 
been ordered to close, was exposed to an equal 
degree of danger. 

French At 9 h. 15 m. A. M. the Shearwater received a 
firifat ^^o^dside from the french Ajax, and presently two 
Shear- morc broadsides, besides some straggling shot. The 
rnd*"^ Amelie also fired two broadsides at the brig ; but not 
Eurya- a shot from either the 74 or the frigate struck her. 
The Euryalus, at whom a part of the fire was di- 
rected, came off' equally untouched; and both the 
latter and the Shearwater effected their junction with 
captain Blackwood ; who, since 8 a. m., had brought 
to in line of battle, the Warspite leading, followed 
by the Conqueror and Ajax. The latter, being from 
her position in the line the nearest to her french 
namesake and the frigate when they tacked to 
Gal- rejoin their main body, received also a portion of 
haviour ^^e Ajax, in the most gallant manner, 

of capt. tacked, and returned the fire with several broad- 
otwray. sijJeg, The Couqueror and Warspite, in successioD> 
followed captain Otway’s ship in her manoeuvre, 
and fired also a few distant shot ; but no damage 
appears to have been done on either side, beyond 
the loss of the english Ajax’s jib-boom by a 
shot, smd some slight injury done to her rigging 
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and sails. The french squadron, accompanied by 
the frigate and her convoy from Bandol, returned'''^ 
about noon to the anchorage of the fleet in Toulon 
road. 

We are doubtful if we should have considered 
this transaction worthy of any notice, had not two peeling 
letters on the subject appeared in the London 
Gazette ; one from the british admiral on the station action 
to the secretary of the admiralty ; the other, and that Lon**-* 
a tolerably long letter, from the commodore of the don 
reconnoitring squadron to the commander in chief, fette. 
A third letter went also the round of the english 
newspapers ; one from sir Charles Cotton to captain 
BlacWood, thanking him and those under his com- 
mand for the service they had performed. According 
to these letters, particularly that of captain Blackwood 
to his admiral, one french 130-gun ship, five french 
two-deckers, 80s and 74s, and four 40-gun frigates, 
were driven back into their port by three british 74s, 
a 36-gun frigate, and a 10-gun brig. Is there not 
an absurdity upon the face of this ? Was no allow- 
ance to be made for the state of the wind? The 
account admits, that “ the weather was light and 
variable,” and that the wind “ rather failed” the 
english ships ; and the logs of all the latter plainly 
show, that at daylight the wind blew, even with them 
in the offing, at west-north-west, and at noon at 
south-west by west. 

The French declare that the wind shifted to oppo- Prencu 
site points, and was directly against them when their “ette” 
leading ships gave over the chase; and they justlyridi- 
cule the idea of three sail of the line silencing the fire tuer. 
of six. An officer belonging to the Toulon fleet, under 
date of October 22, 1810, writes thus on the subject to 
the editor of the Moniteur : “We have read inNos. 282 
and 288 of the Moniteur, article ^ London, ’ contain- 
ing extracts from the english papers, the inaccurate 
report of the english captain Blackwood. He has 
raised the indignation of the whole fleet; every 
person on board of which can attest, that only one 
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1810 .^ 4 ^ the Ajax, and the frigate Ainelie, were able to 
approach the three enemy’s ships, owing to the 
sudden fall of the wind, and its almost immediate 
change to a point directly ahead. The latter, there* 
fore, had the sole power of attack ; and yet, so far 
from advancing to a second action with the Ajax and 
Amelie, they retreated. The bravery of the seamen 
on board our fleet equals that of the english seamen ; 
and the time may come when captain Blackwood 
will have to give some other proof of his courage 
than that of which he has here boasted. It is false that 
the admiral’s ship, of 130 gtins, fired a broadside at 
that captain, or at cither of the others. Truly, had 
she been able to close them, they would soon have 
made the discovery. It reqjiires, sir, the boastful- 
ness of an Englisliinan, to Avish to inspire a belief, 
that the fire of three english line-ot-battle ships is 
able to silence the fire of six french, and compel 
them to fly.”* 

Correc- The Writer, however, is incorrect in accusing 
some” captain Blackwood of having stated, that the french 
imiccu- three-decker fired a broadside at any of his ships : that 
in assertion appears in a letter addressed to a newspaper 
officer’s “ All officcr of the Ajax,” and is virtually 

letter, contradictcd by a subsequent paragraph in the same 
letter. Another extract from the english papers, 
referred to by the french officer, is a loose paragraph, 
stating that the Euryalus lost lieutenant Williams 
and seven men killed, and 13 wounded. This state- 
ment, in which there is not a shadow of truth, is 
cxultingly divelt upon by the french officer, in a sub- 
sequent part of his letter, as a proof of the superiority 
of the fire of the French, not a man on their side 
having been hurt, over that of the English. 

The most objectionable part of captain Blackwood’s 
letter is the boast of what his three 74s would hive 
done, had the french three-decker,’ and the five two* 
deckers, one or two of which in all probability were; 


* See Appendix, No. 13. 
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SQ-gun ships, heep 'hold” poough tp pngage him. 

Frop^ the determined conduct of the squadron yop 
did me thn honour to place under my command/’ 
spys the captain, “ I am fully persuaded, had the 
ambition of the enemy permitted him tp make a wood’s 
bolder attach, the result would have beep still mere 
hopoprable to his majesty’s arms.” Had cqmmpdore 
lipdgers, or the equally renovyned captain Dayid 
Porter, or even the french admiral himself, assisted 
by the ]\lQniteur’s embellishing powers, written in 
this style, up surprise would have been created- 3wt 
what Englishm'an does not regret, that such boast- 
ful threats, from physical causes almost impossible 
to be realized, should have emanated from the pen 
of a british officer ; and that british officer, one who 
had already so unequivocally distinguished himself? 

It was not not many weeks afterwards, ere a more 
decided display of britisli valour, although not a 
sentence respecting it is to be found in the London 
Gazette, occurred off the port of Toulon. In the 
early part Pf August three french store-ships, bound 
thither, were chased by the british in-shore squa- 
dron into the anchorage of Porqueroles, one of the 
HyereSj and were there watched by the 18-gun 
brig-sloop Philomel, captain Gardiner Henry Guion. 

On the 26th, at daylight, the three store-ships, watch- 
each of vvhich was about equal in force to 
an english 28-gun frigate, .. .weighed and pushed ships 
out ; and one, covered by a division of the french Hy^res 
fleet from the outer road, succeeded in getting 
round to Toulon. The remaining two, however, 
were obliged to put back and reanchor. On the 
30th these shifted their births to the entrance of 
the Pefite-Passe, preparatory to a second attempt French 
fp rpach the port of their destination. On the next 
mprmng, the 31st, at daylight, the Toulon fleet was-s^'s^ 
seen in metion; and -at 8 h. 30 m. a. m. the two store- e/con 
ships y^.ere again uoder way. At 9 h. 30 m- a. 

Philqrael, still at her post, tacked, the wind a light louion. 
brepasp from tho eaah-south-east, and at 10 h. 30 m. 
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1810 . exchanged a few distant shot with the store-ships 
they were coming round Pointe Escamj^barion. 
In 10 minutes afterwards the 74-gun ship Repulse, 
captain John Halliday, who was lying to on the 
larboard tack at some distance outside the brig, 
exchanged shots with the french advanced frigates. 
Meanwhile the two store-ships, favoured by the 
wind and protected by their friends, got safe into 
Toulon. 

Having accomplished this object, the french squa- 
gai-* dron, under rear-admiral Baudin in the 120-gun ship 
inter^ Majestueux, continued working out, in the hope, 
^ses" apparently, of capturing the Philomel, who now 
hereeif made all possible sail upon a wind to get clear of 
tween her foes. At noon the two headmost french frigates 
melaiid Opened a fire upon the brig, which she returned with 
the hertwo 6-poundersout of the stern-ports. AtOh. 25 m. 
«nemy, Repulse also commenced firing her stern 

guns. AtOh. 30m., finding that the .shot of the frigates 
were passing over the Philomel, the british 74 gal- 
lantly bore up, 'and, bringing to astern of the brig, 
opened so heavy and well-directed a fire upon the 
three headmost frigates, which were the Pomone, 
Penelope, and Adrienne, that, in the course of a 
quarter of an hour, they wore and joined the line-of- 
battle ships ; several of which were also, by this 
time, far advanced in the chase. These, soon after- 
wards, wore also ; and, by 5 p. m., the whole were 
again at anchor in the road. 

At the time this noble act was performed by the 
Repulse, the british fleet was out of sight to-leeward, 
oflT Bandol, except the Warspite 74 and Alceste 
frigate, who were about nine miles distant in the 
same direction. Captains Blackwood and Murray 
Maxwell, and their respective officers and ships’ 
eompanies, must have felt their hearts bound with 
delight at such a spectacle. Nor could the feelings 
of captain Halliday and his ship’s company been other 
than of the most cheering kind ; especially when 
captain Guion, in a spirit of honourable gratitude, 
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telegraphed the Repulse, You reWlsed the enemy, 
and nobly saved us : grant me permission to return 
thanks.” 


LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 

On the 10th of January the british 10-gun brig- chero- 
sloop Cherokee, (eight 18-pounder carronades and attLks 
two sixes, with 75 men and boys,) captain Richard 
Arthur, 'reconnoitred the harbour of Dieppe, and luggers 
perceived lying at anchor under the batteries, close 
together, and within 200 yards of tlie pier-head, one. 
seven french lugger-privateers. Notwithstanding the 
number and strong defensive position of these vessels, 
captain Arthur resolved to attack them ; and accord- 
ingly, at 1 A. M. on the 11th, the Cherokee, favoured 
by a .southerly wind, stood in, and, running between 
two of the luggers, gallantly laid one on board ; which, 
after a fruitless attempt to board the Cherokee, was 
carried by the crew of the latter. The vessel proved 
to be the Aimable-Nelly, a newlugger of 16 guns, 106 
tons, and 60 men ; of whom two were killed and 
eight wounded, three of them dangeromsly. The 
remaining six privateers kept up a smart fire of 
musketry; but the Cherokee notwithstanding suc- 
ceeded in getting out her prize, with the loss of only 
two wounded, both in the hand, lieutenant Vere 
Gabriel, and her boatswain, James Ralph. So daring 
and successful an act met its due reward, as is evident 
from the date of captain Arthur’s commission as a 
post-captain. 

On the 1 1th of J anuary captain V olantV ashon Ballard, Capt. 
of the 38-gun frigate Blonde, commanding a british deuch- 
squadron, consisting, besides that frigate, of the sloops 
Scorpion, Cygnet, and Pultusk, captains Francis Kck 
Stanfell, Edward Dix, and John M‘George, and gun- 
brig Attentive, lieutenant Robert Carr, stationed ofFchor 
Basse-terre bay, island of Guadeloupe, directed the 
Scorpion to bring out a french brig-corvette at anchor 
near the shore. At 9 p, m., while standing in to execute 

VOL. V. Y 
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1810 . tjiig service, th^'Scorpion discovered the object of her 
attack, which was the french 16-gun brig-corvette 
Oreste, lieutenant Jean-Baptiste-Anltelnie Mousnier, 

J 'ust clearing the north point of the bay. The british 
)rig immediately made all sail in chase, but had very 
soon to use her sweeps on account of the fall of the 
wind. At 10 h. 30 m. p. m, the Scorpion began firing 
her bow-chasers, and at 11 p. m. brought the french 
Scor- brig to action. A sort of running fight, in ’^hich the 
Scorpion had occasionally to keep in check a battery 
gages on the shore, was maintained between the two brigs 
cap- until 1 h. 30 m. a. m. on the 12th ; when, being com- 
tures pletely unrigged by her opponent’s well-directed 
Oreste. Orcste haulcd down her colours. At this 

moment the barge of the Blonde arrived, and assisted 
in taking possession of the prize ; who, could she have 
protracted the action many minutes longer, would 
have run herself on shore. 

Mutual The Scorpion, whose guns were 16 carronades, 
&C. 32-pounders, and two sixes, with a complement of 
120 men and boys, received several shot m her hull, 
had her main yard wounded in the slings, also her 
mainmast and gaff, and her sails and rigging much cut ; 
but she escaped with no greater loss than four men 
wounded. The Oreste, whose guns were fourteen 24- 
pounder carronades and two sixes, with a complement 
of 110 men and boys, besides about 20 passengers, in- 
cluding a lieutenant-colonel and two other officers of 
the army, and the captains and some of the officers of 
the two french frigates Loire and Siene, recently 
destroyed at Anse la Barque, 'vyas damaged in the 
manner already stated, and lost two men killed, and 
her first and second captains and eight men wounded. 
Twelve officers and 79 men were received from her 
as prisoners, total, 91 ; but the remaining survivors 
of the crew and passengers succeeded in reaching 
the shore in one of the brig’s boats. Surrounded as 
the french brig was by an enemy’s squadron, not the 
slightest imputation can attach to her officers and 
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crew for surrendering. The Oreste^ ^iine brig of 31*2 
tonsj was after\iwds added to the british navy by the 
name of WeUin|fon. 

On the 17th of January the 18-pounder* 3G-gun 
frigate, Freija, captain John Hayes, cruising offXr- 
Englishman’s Head, island of Guadeloupe, received 
intelligence from the log of a schooner captured by scis iu 
her, that jthere were three or four vessels at anchor 
in Bale Mahaut, a place of some strength situated imut. 
on the north side of the neck of land connecting 
Basse-terre with Grande-terre. Captain Hayes 
came to the determination of attacking the forts 
that defended the harbour, with a division of boats 
from tlie little squadron then under his orders ; and, 
as a preliminary step, the Freija made sail by herself 
to reconnoitre the spot. On the 21st, at noon, after 
a two days’ search in a most intricate and dangerous 
navigation, the frigate discovered three vessels lying 
at anchor ; but, owing to the distance, could only 
make out that one was a brig with topgallant yards 
across and sails bent. The evening proving par- 
ticularly fine, with little wind and smooth water, 
captain Hayes resolved to send away the boats of 
the Freija alone, now quite out of signal-distance 
from any ship of her squadron. 

Accordingly, at 9h. 15m. p. m., four boats, contain- De- 
ing 50 seamen and 30 marines, under the orders of 
lieutenant David Hope, first of the Freija, assisted by boatsto 
lieutenant of marines John Shillibeer, master’s mate “bem!^ 
A. G. Countess, and Mr. Samuel Bray, the gunner, 
pushed off from the frigate, and stood to the south- 
ward. At a few minutes past Up. m., after expe- 
riencing great difficulty in finding a passage, and 
meeting so many shoals that the headmost boat 
grounded eight or ten times, lieutenant Hope detained 
a fisherman ; from whom he learnt that a troop of 
regular cavalry and a company of native infantry 
had arrived at Baie Mahaut that evening from 


* Of that class, but we believe the frigate carried Cover’s 24s, 

y2 
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1810 . Pointe-k-Pitt%i ' Undismayed by this information, 
the British hastened forward to the point of attack. 
Boats As soon as the boats arrived t^hin gun-shot, a 
capture signal guii was fired, and then a discharge of grape 
amed from a battery at the north-east point, and from 
'"■'S’ another at the head of the bay. The guns of the 
brig, found to be six in number, and all mounted on 
one side, also opened upon the boats ; and they like- 
wise received a fire of musketry from men concealed 
in the bushes that lay between one battery and the 
other. In the face of this very heavy fire, the boats 
pulled alongside the brig; and, as the British boarded 
her on one side, the Frenchmen fled from her on the 
other. 

Lieut. Leaving Mr. Bray, with a few hands, in charge of 
kZs the brig, with directions to turn her guns upon the 
and enemy, and cover the landing of the boats, lieutenant 
Hope pushed for the shore ; but the boats grounded 
baitc- at so great a distance, that the officers and men had 
to wade up to their middles to get to the beach. 
As the British advanced towai'ds the first battery, 
the French retreated, and took post behind a brick 
breastwork, from over which they opened a fire 
of musketry. Pushing forward, the seamen and 
marines brought their broadswords and bayonets 
into play, and quickly drove the enemy from his 
position. The battery was found to consist of one 
24-pounder, besides six howitzers which had been 
dragged to the beach to oppose the landing. The 
howitzers were now buried in the sand, the 24- 
pounder hove over the cliff!, and the battery 
destroyed, as well as a magazine containing 20 
barrels of powder. Lieutenant Hope and his party 
then pushed on, and stormed and carried the other 
battery, mounting three 24-pounders. These the 
British immediately spiked, and set fire to and de- 
stroyed the carriages and guard-house. This battery 
was a very complete work, ditched all round, with 
a small bridge and a gateway entrance. 

Having thus far succeeded in their perilous enter- 
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prisOj lieutenant Hope and his partijr returned to the 
brig ; which they found fast in the mud, the crew, 
when they quitt|0 her, having cut her cables. After oe- 
great exertions, the seamen got the prize afloat, 

Near to the brig lay, fast aground in the mud, a large andna- 
english-built ship, under repair, and inside of her a 
fine national schooner, pierced for 16 guns, butner. 
having only 12 on board. Finding it impracticable 
to float either of these vessels, lieutenant Hope set 
fire to and destroyed them. This done, the british 
boats and the captured brig moved out of the bay, 
and in a very short time were close alongside the 
Freija. 

The whole of this very gallant and far from unim- sugut 
portant service was executed with so slight a loss to '“jt 
the British as two seamen severely wounded ; one, in ‘awd 
going up to loose the brig’s foretopsail, and the other British 
in attacking the batteries. The loss on the part of 
the French could not be ascertained ; two oflicers, 
one with two epaulets and supposed to be the com- 
mandant at the fort, were found dead, and some lay 
wounded. In his letter to captain Hayes, giving Lieut, 
an account of the service he had performed, lieu- ® 
tenant Hope speaks in the highest terms of the to capt. 
officers and men under his command ; and particu- 
larly notices the gallant manner in which lieutenant 
Shillibeer led his marines to the charge ; as well as 
the steady discipline of the latter, in keeping posses- 
sion of the heights while the seamen were destroying 
the batteries. 

Captain Hayes wrote to vice-admiral sir Alexander 
Cochrane, the commander in chief on the station, coA- 
enclosing the letter of lieutenant Hope; and sir”?®j®^ 
Alexander transmitted both letters to the secretary of the 
of the admiralty, with one from himself, in which, 
after dwelling upon the importance of the service, 
in reference to the intended attack upon the island 
at large, he says : The conduct of lieutenant 

Hope and his party, in driving so large a force 
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before him, arid surmounting so many difficulties in 
reaching the enemy’s position, stamps their leader 
as a brave and meritorious offidwj and he is 
deserving the notice of the lords commissioners of 
the admiralty,” Not one of these letters, however, 
Ab- appeared in the London Gazette. Instead of them a 
pub®^ sort of abstract was inserted, in the following words ; 
Ushed The vice-admiral has transmitted a letter from 
oT “ captain Hayes, of his majesty’s ship Frelja, stating 
letter, destruction of the batteries at Bay Mahaut, in 
the island of Guajjaloupe, and of a ship and national 
schooner at anchor there, and also the capture of an 
armed brig by the boats of the Freija, under the 
direction of lieutenant David Hope, who appears to 
have displayed much gallantry in the performance 
of this service.” 

injus- To epitomize official letters, so as to do justice to 
such°a ^ parties interested, is no easy 

pro- task; and the admiralty clerk who made this 
ing.^ very abstract has left it in some degree doubtful, 
whether the Freija did not destroy the batteries, ship, 
and schooner, and her boats capture the brig. At 
at all events the service performed by lieutenant 
Hope appeared of so little comparative merit, when 
thus, we suppose we must call it, gazetted,” that, 
although at that time not a very young lieutenant, 
he had to wait four or five years longer before he 
became a commander. 

Proba- These abstracts of letters may possibly have 
origin originated in a press of official matter ; but, then, 
of the happens it that we occasionally see along with 
Son them, in the columns of the Gazette, entire letters, 
letteri ^^’^^'^’^cing the capture of half a dozen insignificant 
‘ chasse-marees, or of some privateer of trifling 
force, and that perhaps by a frigate? Nay, the 
space occupied by the letters of sir Charles Cotton 
and captain Blackwood, already adverted to,* 
would have contained at least two of the rejected 
* See p. 318. 
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letters, and have probably led to , tife promotion of 
t\yo deserving' officers. 

To the nav^^ annalist, these brief statements incon- 
occasion great inconvenience ; to him especially, 
who feels bound to give a better excuse forannai- 
the omission of the details of a well-conducted ****' 
enterprise, than that the board of admiralty 
had not deemed them of sufficient importance to 
appear in the London Gazette. Unfortunately, 
too, the sources of information, which for their 
authenticity and minuteness we prefer to all others, 
fail us in the majority of those dlting, and far from 
unintpresting cases, attacks by boats upon the 
enemy’s armed vessels and shore batteries. The 
log seldom if ever states more, than that at such an 
hour the boats quitted the ship, and at such an hour 
returned : sometimes the loss in killed and wounded 
is inserted, and more rarely the name of the officer 
who commanded the party. 

On the 10th of February, at 10 h. 30 m. a. m., 
latitude 25° 22' north, longitude 61° 27' west, the HavS. 
british 10-gun schooner Thistle, (18-pounder carron- 
ades, with 50 men and boys,) lieutenant Peter 
Procter, steering north-east by north with the wind at 
south-east, discovered and chased a strange ship in 
the east-south-east. At 4 p. m., having by superiority 
of sailing neared the stranger considerably, the 
Thistle fired a gun and hoisted her colours. The 
example was immediately followed by the ship, 
which was the dutch corvette Havik, lieutenant de 
vaisseau Jean Steeling; a large india-built ship, 
pierced for -18 guns and mounting 10, (six long 
4-pounders and four 2-pound swivels,) with a com- 
plement of 52 men and boys, including the batavian 
rear-admiral, Armand-Adrien Buyskes, late lieu- 
tenant-governor and commander in chief at Batavia, 
and his suite, bound from that port to New-York, 
and partly laden with spices and indigo. 

At 5 p. M., which made just seven hours and a half 
from the commencement of the chase, the Thistle 
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1810 . got alongside Havik, and, firing across her bows, 
hailed her to bring to. The reply to this was^a 
En- broadside. The action immediately ^mmenced, and 
gages maintained with mutual spirit.^ At 6 h. 15 m. 
cap- p. M. the Havik attempted to run the schooner down ; 
but the latter, hauling aft her sheets, adroitly 
avoided the bows of her huge opponent. The Thistle, 
, three of whose carronades had been dismounted 
since the early part of the action, continued closely 
engaging the Havik until 6 h. 45 m. p. m. ; when the 
latter made all sail and endeavoured to escape 
before the wind. flThis being the ship’s best point 
of sailing, it was not until 7 h. 40 m. p. m. that the 
schooner got near enough to open her bow guns. 
Gradually advancing in the chase, the Thistle, at 

8 h. 30 m. p. M., again arrived alongside. A second 
close engagement ensued, and continued until 

9 h. 45 rn. ; when the Havik hauled down her eolours 
and hailed that she had struck. 

In this five hours’ engagement and running fight, 
\c ’ the Thistle had one marine killed, and her commander 
and six men wounded. On board the Havik one man 
also was killed, and the dutch admiral and seven 
men badly wounded. The conduct of the Thistle in 
the atfair was highly creditable to her commander, 
his officers, and crew. It was an act of some bold- 
ness for a schooner of 150 tons to attack a large 
w arlike enemy’s ship ; nor was it less a proof of 
persevering courage for the Thistle, after three of her 
carronades had been dismounted, to continue the 
engagement for so long a time, and until she brought it 
to a successful issue. Lieutenant Procter, who is 
desci’ibed by vice-admiral sir John Borlase Warren, 
the commander in chief on the Halifax station, as 
an old officer of much merit,” in four months after- 
, wards, as we discover by a reference to the navy-list, 
was promoted to the rank of commander. 

On the 12th or 13th of January the french 40-gun 
frigates N6reide, captain Jean-Francois Lemares- 
quier, and Astree, captain Fran9ois-Desire Breton, 
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matiaged to effect their escape from thejportofCher- isio. 
bourg ; the one laden with troops and supplies for 
the island of, Gu^eloupe, and the other with the Ncrd- 
same for. the Isle oiFrance. On the 9tli of February, ’^'j*"** 
very early in the morning, the Nereide arrived off escape 
Basse-terre, and sent an oflicer and boat’s crew on 
shore for a pilot. The boat did not return, for the bourg. 
colony had been three days in possession of the 
British ; and the first peep of day discovered to the N^r^- 
Nereide her perilous situation. From their anchor- 
age off the west end of the Saintes, the following by a 
british vessels slipped their cables, dhdinade all sail 
in chase : dron. 


gun-ship 

74 Alfred cap tain Joshua Rowley Watson. 

gun-frig. 

o^r Blonde Volant Vashon Ballard. 

^Thetis ,, George Miller. 

36 Mclainpus „ Edward Hawker. 

32 Castor George Paris Monke. 

g.-br.-slp. 

18 Scorpion „ Francis Stanfell. 

Shortly afterwards the Alfred shaped her course 
to the northward after a ship at anchor off Ansc la 
Barque, supposed to be a second french frigate, but 
which proved to be the 18-gun ship-sloop Star, cap- 
tain William Paterson, who had also slipped on 
descrying the Nereide, but lay becalmed under the 
land. In the mean while the Blonde, Thetis, 
Melampus, Castor, and Scorpion, pursued the Ne- 
r^ide; who was under a crowd of canvass steer- 
ing to the south-west, and at 8 a. m., the wind then Es- 
a fresh breeze from the eastward, was but four 
miles ahead of the leading british ship, the Blonde, an. *''8 
During the day’s chase, the Nereide gained about two 
miles of the Blonde ; when the latter, at 10 p. m., 
carried away her main topmast and the yard with it, 
also her foretopsail yard and fore and mizeu top- 
gallantmasts. The Blonde, in consequence, dropped 
astern ; and the remaining ships continued the chase 
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throughout the night, the Melarapus leading. During 
the whole of the 10th the Nereide kept gaining by 
degrees on the Melampus ; who at 8 p. m. lost sight 
of her squadron, and, at 10 h. 30 m. p. m., of the 
french frigate. In another hour the Melampus short- 
ened sail, and hauled to the wind on the starboard 
tack, to rejoin her consorts. 

Ms in Thus relieved of her pursuers, the Ner6ide steered 
niin- a more northerly course, intending to make her 
bow. voyage back by the windward passage, or that be- 
tween the islands of St.-Domingo and Cuba. On the 
13th, at daylight, when within eight or ten leagues 
of PointeAbacou upon the first-named island, another 
enemy made her appearance to-windward. This was 
the british 22-gun ship Rainbow, captain James Wool- 
dridge. The latter hoisted the englisli and Spanish 
private signals, and, finding them not answered, bore 
up in chase and cleared for action. At 8 h. 30m. a.m. 
the Nereide brought to to reconnoitre the ship which 
was so boldly approaching her, and must soon have 
discovered that she had but 10 ports and a bridle of 
a side on her main deck, three on her quarterdeck, 
and one on her forecastle, total 28 ports, just the 
number of guns the ship mounted.* Nor could 
the Rainbow’s size have alarmed her, for the ship 
did not measure more than 587 tons. However, 
there was a something about the british ship that the 
Nereide did not like ; and at 9 a. m. the latter bore 
ruim up and made all sail. Captain Wooldridge fol- 
hcr^ lowed; and at noon, Pointe Abacou then bearing 
north-north-west distant six or seven leagues, the 
Rainbow was within a mile and a half of a french 
fr^ate of more than double her force in guns, men, 
and size. The chase continued during the afternoon, 
without any perceptible advantage to either ship; and 
at 8 p. M. captain Wooldridge, as his duty prescribed, 
let off several rockets, to apprize any friend who 
might be in sight of them, that the Rainbow was in 
pursuit of an enemy. 

* See p, 314. 
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On the 14th, at 4 a. m., the RainbdW was within 
about a mile of the Ner^ide, and at 9 a. m. ex- 
changed numbers with the 18-gun brig-sloop Avon, Avon 
(sixteen 32-pounder carrouades and two sixes,) . 
captain Henry Tillieux Fraser, then about six miles bow ’ 
north-west by north of Cape Tiburon, and conse- |.^^‘® 
quently to-leeward of both ships. The Avon was 
soon under all sail in chase, standing across the 
enemy’s course. At Ih. 15 m. p.m. the Ner^ide fired 
her maindeck stern-chasers at the Rainbow ; and in 
10 minutes the french captain cut away his stern- 
boat, in order that the quarterdeck chasers might 
also bear. A shot about this time carried away the ^'5““ 
Rainbow’s larboard foretopmast studding-sail boom, tween 
At 2 h. 30 m. p. m. the french frigate, whose course 
had been north-west by west, hauled by degrees more the two 
to the southward, and at 3 h. 30 m. p. m. opened yesseil 
her broadside upon the Rainbow ; who, hauling up 
also, in five minutes returned the fire. A warm 
action now ensued between this british 22-gun ship 
and french 40-gun frigate, until 4 p. m., when the 
Avon came up and raked the Nereide with a broad- 
side. At 4 h. 5 m. p. M., leaving the Rainbow in a 
totally unmanageable state, the Nereide wore; as 
well to evade the raking fire of the Avon, as to 
punish her for her temerity. Between the british 
brig and french frigate an action now commenced, ide du- 
and continued until 5 p. m. ; when, having reduced 
this opponent to even a worse state than her first and re- 
one, the Nereide bore away under courses, topsails, 
stay-sails, and main and mizen topgallantsails. 

The greater part of the Rainbow’s standing and 
running rigging was cut to pieces, and her masts and 
yards were much wounded ; but, owing to the high 
firing of her antagonist, her hull was not materially 
injured. It was this high firing that occasioned the 
loss of the Rainbow, out of a crew on board of 156 
men and boys, to be so comparatively slight as 10 
seamen and marines wounded. The Avon, in her 
rigging and sails, was as much disabled as her con- 
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?®io-sortj and suffered more in her masts; which, along 
with her bowsprit, were completely crippled. The 
brig’s hull, although much lower, and therefore more 
difficult to hit, than the Rainbow’s, appears to have 
received the greater proportion of the Nereide’s 
shot. Her upperworks were cut through ; and 
several shot had entered between wind and w'ater, 
causing her to have three feet water in the hold. 
The Avon had also two of her guns disabled, one 
man killed, another mortally wounded, and one act- 
ing lieutenant, (Curtis Reid,) one midshipman, and 
five men wounded severely, 
on What loss was sustained by the french frigate in 
board this eucountcr, we have no means of ascertaining ; and 
fri”ate visible damage which the N^reide received, 

' besides some cut rigging, was her fore topgallant 
yard shot away. On ceasing her fire, the Nereide 
resumed her course to the north-west, and at 6 p. m. 
was out of sight of her two opponents ; who, as soon 
as the Avon had joined the Rainbow, then about 
three miles distant in the south by east, made all the 
sail they could for Jamaica, and on the 16th anchored 
in the harbour of Port-Royal. The Nereide, in all 
probability, conveyed to France the account of the 
fall of Guadeloupe before it was known in England. 
The Scorpion carried home the english despatches ; 
but, not having departed until after her return from 
the chase of the Nereide, did not arrive at Plymouth 
until the 13th of March. 

marks effect of the supremacy of the british navy 

Xthc was to compel France to make merchantmen and 
capt’s' of her men of war : hence a frigate, de- 

beha- spatched on a voyage to a colonial port, is ordered 
viour. to chase nothing and speak nothing on her way. 
This may account for even two french frigates, as 
we have shown to have been the case, declin- 
ing to engage one british frigate ; and, had the 
Nerdide fallen in with the Rainbow and Avon 
before she reached Guadeloupe, might have ex^ 
plained why this french frigate ran from a british 
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22-g-un ship and brig-sloop. Bub having found that i8io. 
island shut against her, the Nereide would, one 
might suppose, resume her character of a ship of 
war, and endeavour to effect something that should 
do honour to a 40-gun frigate and confer a benefit, 
however slight in degree, upon the nation to which 
she belonged. Instead of this, acting as, after having 
knocked away his opponent’s mainmast, he did on a 
former occasion,* captain Lemaresquier waits merely 
until he has deprived his tvvo inferior antagonists of 
the means of pursuit; then leaves them to repair 
their damages, and to boast, justly boast, of what 
their prowess had accomplished. 

The conduct of the Rainbow and Avon, throughout Oaiiant 
this running fight, reflects the highest honour upon duct of 
their respective officers and crews, as well as upon 
the flag under which they served ; and the noble druige 
conduct of captain W ooldridge, in his earnest pursuit, 
single-handed, of an enemy so much superior to the 
Rainbow, was just what might be expected from 
an officer who, on a former occasion, when command- 
ing the Mediator fire-sliip, behaved so gallantly. 

The prompt support which captain Fraser afforded 
his friend, while it relieved the Rainbow from a 
destructive fire, brought upon himself and his little 
brig the whole weight of the french frigate’s broad- 
side ; the serious effects of which we have already 
described. But, because the engagement produced no 
trophy as its result, the account of it did not appear 
in the London Gazette ; and, that having been the 
case, and no fresh opportunity offering for him to 
distinguish himself, captain Fraser continued as a 
commander during the remainder of his life. He 
appears to have died in one of the latter months of 
the year 1816. 

On the 10th of January, in the morning, while a 
small british squadron, under the orders of captain sir 
Joseph SydneyYorke, of the 80-gun ship Christian VII. 


* See p. 114. 
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^8^ was lying in Basque roads, a convoy of french 
coasters were discovered, on their passage from 
Lieut. Isle d^Aix to Rochelle. Immediately the boats of 
Guion the Christian VII. and of the 38-gun frigate Armide, 
stroys captain Lucius Hardyman, were detached, under the 
orders of lieutenant Gardiner Henry Guion, to cut 
french off the vessels. The boats soon drove the vessels 
under^ OH shorc, withiu grape and musket range of the french 
the battery. Notwithstanding their apparent security, 
riesf* lieutenant Guion and his party succeeded in cap- 
turing one chasse-maree, and in destroying a brig, a 
, schooner, and two chasse-marees, all valuably laden; 
but which, owing to the fast ebbing of the tide, it was 
found impracticable to get afloat. 

The On the 20th, in the evening, another convoy of 
on”n- about 30 sail making their appearance in the Mau- 
other musson passage, and tlie van seeming inclined to 
Sion, push for Rochelle, the boats of the same two ships, 
still under the orders of lieutenant Guion, were sent 
in chase. With their accustomed gallantry, the 
British attacked the convoy, which ran aground 
within a stone’s throw of the batteries ; when five of 
them, under a heavy fire of grape and musketry, were 
burnt, and a sixth was taken : the rest put back. 
The captured vessels were all chasse-marees, and 
were laden, as the former had been, with wine, 
brandy, soap, rosin, candles, pitch, oil, &c. In this 
affair one of the Armide’s seamen was wounded, and 
two of the french seamen were killed. 

Boats On the 13th of February, three deeply-laden 
Sch- chasse-marees, part of a convoy of 10 sail which 
sailed on the preceding evening from the 
same * Charcnte in thick weather, blowing fresh from the 
officer, west-south-west, having got on the reef that projects 
from the point of Chatelaillon between Aix and 
Rochelle, sir Joseph Yorke detached, for the purpose 
of destroying them, three boats from the Christian 
VII., three from the Armide, and two from the 
12-pounder 36-gun frigate Seine, captain David 
Atkins, still under the orders of lieutenant Guion, 
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As the eight boats of the British, manned and 
^armed in the usual way, advanced towards the 
grounded chasse-marees, nine french boats, each Are 
carrying a 12-pounder carronade and six swivels, and 
rowing from 20 to 30 oars, pulled out to meet the frcncu 
former and prevent them from fulfilling their object. 
Lieutenant Guion made a feint of retreating, to 
decoy the french boats from their shore defences ; 
and, having got to a proper distance, suddenly 
pulled round and stood towards them. The French 
immediately retreated ; but the Christian VIl.’s boTd” 
barge, in which was lieutenant Guion, being a fleet 
boat, boldly advanced along the rear of the french tures 
line to their third boat. Finding, however, fromt,"®”^ 
circumstances, that the rearmost boat was the only boats, 
one likely to be attacked with any prospect of success, 
lieutenant Guion gallantly boarded and carried her, 
sword in hand. She had two men killed, and three 
wounded, including her commanding officer severely. 

In the mean time lieutenant Samuel Roberts, of 
the Armide, had pursued two others of the french 
armed boats in the direction of the beach ; and, by 
the steady fire which his men maintained upon them British 
at a pistol-shot distance, they must have sustained 
a loss. The protectors of the chasse-marees being diasse- 
thus defeated, the british boats proceeded to execute 
the service for which they had been detached ; they 
soon effectually destroyed the three chasse-marees 
on the reef, and got back to their ships without, as 
far asitappears, having a man hurt. For the gallantry 
which he had displayed in these several spirited 
boat-attacks, lieutenant Guion was deservedly pro- 
moted to the rank of commander. 

On the 3d of February, at daylight, the british 
74-gun ship Valiant, captain John Bligh, being close 
to Belle-Isle in light and baffling winds, discovered, “p. 
about three miles off, and immediately chased, a strange 
frigate. This was the late famous french 40-gun frigate ni*re” 
Canonni^re, but now the french armed merchant ship 
Confiance, captain Jacques Peroud, (the privateer &cf°’ 
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isio. Bellone’s late captain,) armed with only 14 guns, and 
laden with a cargo of colonial produce valued at 
150000/. sterling ; with which, 93 days before, she had 
sailed from the Isle of France, having been lent by 
general Decaen to the merchants there, for the 
purpose of carrying home their produce, the frigate 
requiring more repairs to refit her as a cruiser than 
the colony could give her. At about noon, after 
a seven hours’ chase, the wind suddenly took the 
Confiance by the head, and threw her round upon 
the Valiant’s broadside. Her escape being now 
hopeless, the Confiance hauled down her colours : 
she had, it appears, been chased 14 times during 
the passage from Port-Louis. Having been built 
since the year 1794, and wanting considerable repairs, 
the Confiance, although formerly a british frigate, 
was not restored to the service. 

Hora- On the 21st of February, in the morning, latitude 
falls in 33" 10' north, longitude 29" 30' west, the british 38- 
mi? frigate Horatio, captain George Scott, fell in 

rap. with the french frigate-built store-ship N6cessite, 
mounting 26 guns of the same description as those 
site carried by the Var and Salamandre, and having a 
crew of 186 men commanded by lieutenant Bernard 
Bonnie, from Brest bound to the Isle of France 
with naval stores and provisions. After a long chase, 
and a running fight of one hour, during which she 
manifested some determination to defend herself, 
the Necessite hauled down her colours. No loss 
appears to have been sustained on either side ; and 
tlie Horatio escaped with only a slight injury to her 
masts and rigging. 

Uni- On the 12th of April, close off the coast of France 
in the neighbourhood of the isle of Re, the british 
tiires 18-pounder 32-gun frigate Unicorn, captain Robert 
mnee Kerr, fell in with and captured the late british 

late ' 22-gun ship Laurel, at this time named Esperance, 
Laurel, brined en flute, and under the command of a lieu- 
tenant de vaisseau, from the Isle of France with a 
valuable cargo of colonial produce. The prize was 
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afterwards restored to her rank in the british navy, i^io. 
but, a Laurel having since been added to it, under 
the name of Laurestinus. 

On the 12th of May, at 1 h, 30 m. p. m., the brkish 
18-pounder 36-gun frigate Tribune, captain George b?^*sof 
Reynolds, cruising off the Naze of Norway, observed 
and chased two brigs under the land. At 2 p. m, oTof 
the latter, now discovered to be danish brigs of^®“j^*^ 
war, made all sail for the port of Mandal, and at 
2 h. 30 m. hove to within the rocks. The Tribune im- 
mediately stood in, wore, and gave the two brigs a 
broadside, and then stood off again under easy sail. 
Several gun-boats now pulled out from behind the 
rocks, and presently two other large brigs came out 
and joined the two first seen. At 3 h. 15 m. p. m. the 
Danes began working out, as if intending to attack 
the frigate ; who, at 3 h. 20 m., wore and stood in- 
shore to meet them. At 3 h. 40 m. the Tribune hove 
to ; whereupon the four danish brigs, two of which 
mounted 20 guns, a third 18, and the remaining one 
16 guns, tacked and stood towards the british frigate, 
formed in line of battle. 

At 4 p. M. the Tribune filled on the starboard tack 
with light airs ; and at 4 h. 30 m. wore round and hwand 
discharged her larboard broadside at the four brigs, 
then on the same tack to-windward, distant rather less ball'to 
than half a mile. A smart engagement now ensued. 
Finding that the brigs were rather forereaching upon 
her, the Tribune set her courses, and maintained the 
cannonade with such effect, that at 6 h. 45 m. the danish 
commodore, being in a very shattered state, ceased 
firing. This brig then made the signal to discontinue 
the action ; and, followed by her three consorts, . 
crowded sail to regain the port of Mandal. As 
quickly as possible afterwards, the Tribune tacked 
and made sail in chase ; but, favoured by the weather- 
gage and the lightness of the wind, the brigs reached 
their port ; out of which, as they approached, issued 
several gun-boats, to afford them protection. 

This was rather a serious contest for the frigate. 

VOL. V. z 
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isia The Tpibune had her fore and main stays and baek 
stays, and maintopgallant yard, shot away, fore 
Serious and main topmasts and maintopsail yard severely 
wounded, standing and running rigging and sails 
S* much cut, boats all rendered useless, and hull greatly 
Wd* shattered, with several shot between wind and water. 
Tri- Her loss amounted to four seamen, four marines, and 
one boy killed, and 15 seamen and marines wounded. 
The Danes at this time owned five or six brigs, two 
" or three of the class and force of the Lougen ; and 
some mounting not quite so many guns ; but all, as 
it appears, carrying either long or medium 18-pound- 
ers, and consequently much more formidable vessels 
then their appearance indicated. 

^Ber Jaly, in the evening, as the british 

videra 18-po Under 36-gun frigate Belvidera, captain Richard 
firedat Byron, and 28-gun frigate Nemesis, captain William 
three Fcrris, Were standing close in-shore of Studtland, 
coast of Norway, captain Byron sent his master, 
vessels. Mr. James M‘'Pherson, to sound round a deep bay. 
Perceiving three vessels at anchor, Mr. M‘Pherson 
rowed up to reconnoitre them; when, late in the night, 
they opened a fire upon him, and proved to be three 
danish gun- vessels; two of them, the Bolder and 
Thor, commanded by lieutenants Dahlreup and Ras- 
ffiusen, schooner-rigged, and mounting each tw^o long 
24-pounders and six 6-pounder howitzers with a crew 
of 45 men. The third gun-vessel was of a smaller 
class, and carried one long 24-pounder with 25 men. 
of’sei- morning of the 23d captain Byron detached 

videra upon the service of capturing or destroying these 
gun-vessels, the launch, barge, and two cutters of 
attack the Belvidera, also the launch, pinnace, and yawl of 
Mpture Nemesis : the four first boats under the orders 
them, of lieutenants Samuel Nisbett and William Henry 
Bruce, and lieutenant of marines James Campbell ; 
and the three last, of lieutenants Thomas Hodgskins 
and Marmaduke Smith. The Danes opened a heavy 
fire upon the boats as they advanced, and received 
in return a fire from the carronades in the bows of the 
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launches. In a very short time tbe two gun-schooners 
hauled down their colours and were taken possession 
of without the slightest loss, but the Danes on board 
of them had four men killed. The remaining gun- 
boat ran up a creek, and was there abandoned by 
her crew and burnt by the British. 

On the 29th of August, at 3 p.m., the island of Q«een- 
Alderney bearing south-south-west three or fouriottr 
leagues, the british hired armed cutter Queen-Char- 
lotte, of 76 tons, eight 4-pounders, and 27 men and Imts 
boys, commanded by Mr. Joseph Thomas, a Piaster 
in the royal navy, while proceeding towards the abie*^ 
blockading squadron off Cherbourg, observed a large 
cutter, with an english white ensign and pendant, 
approaching from under the land in the south-east. 

At 3 h. 30 m. p. M. the stranger, whose true character 
had been suspected and caused suitable preparations 
to be made on board the Queen-Charlotte, came 
close to the latter, luffed up, and, when in the act 
of changing her colours to french, received a well- 
directed broadside. The french cutter immediately 
sheered off, as if not expecting such a salute, but 
soon returned to the combat. A close action was 
now maintained, nearly the whole time within pistol- 
shot, until 5 p. M., when the french vessel ceased 
firing and hauled to the north-east; leaving the 
Queen-Charlotte in no condition to follow, she hav- 
ing had her boatswain killed and 14 men wounded, 
including one mortally and several badly. 

The french cutter was the late british revenue-cutter 
Swan, length enedsoastome asure 200 tons, and mount- force of 
ing 16 long 6-pounders, with a crew, as afterwards 
found on board of her, of 120 men. To have beaten off 
an antagonist so greatly superior in force, was a truly 
meritorious act on the part of Mr. Thomas and his 
brave associates. The Queen-Charlotte, with more 
than half her crew in a wounded state, and with 
her rigging and sails very much cut, was obliged to 
put into St.-Aubin’s bay. Among the badly wounded 
waa a passenger, Mr. P. A. Mulgrave, employed in 

z 2 
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1810, arranging the telegraphic communication between the 
island of Jersey and the british squadron off Cher- 
Gal- bourg. This gentleman, while in the act of firing 
lavury i^jugket at the enemy,, received a musket-ball 
passen- through lus hat, which carried away the outer angle 
of the socket of his left eye, and, passing through 
the centre of the upper eyelid, slightly grazed his 
nose. He, notwithstanding, refused to quit the deck, 
and continued to supply ammunition to those near 
him until the affair terminated. 

Capt. On the 5th of September, in^ the morning, while 
detach- the british 38-gun frigate Surveillante, captain George 
boats Collier, and gun-brig Constant, lieutenant 

trtake John Stokes, were standing out of the Morbihan for 
unde? purpose of recoiuioitring the Loire, a division of 

batte- a french convoy was observed to take advantage of 
the frigate’s departure and run from the Morbihan to 
the southward. The convoy was immediately chased, 
and a part of it driven back. One brig sought 
protection close under the rocks, and between the 
batteries, of St.-Guildas and St.-Jacques, Captain 
Collier immediately despatched the boats of the 
Surveillante, under the orders of lieutenant the 
honourable James Arbuthnot, assisted by master’s 
mate John Illingworth, and midshipmen John King- 
dom, Digby Marsh, Edwyn Francis Stanhope, William 
Crowder, John Watt, and Herbert Ashton, to attempt 
the capture or destruction of the brig. 

Assist- Notwithstanding the protection afforded to the 
gun^ french brig by the batteries, and by the additional 
brig fire of a party of soldiers placed within the caverns 
and supported by field-pieces, lieutenant Arbuthnot 
they and Mr, Illingworth in the gig, assisted by the 
other boats, succeeded in carrying the vessel. The 

outthe cables and hawsers, and 

vessel! the prize was brought out without the slightest loss 
on the part of the British. But captain Collier hand- 
somely acknowledges that this fortunate termination 
of the enterprise was mainly attributable to the “ zeal 
and determination of lieutenant Stokes, of the Con- 
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stant, who, with admirable skill and judgment, pushed 
his brig in between the rocks and shoals of St.-Guil- 
das, and by a well-directed fire kept the enemy 
close within their holes and caves among the rocks.” 

In performing this service, the Constant became 
necessarily exposed to showers of grape, but a few 
of those shot through her sails and bulwark comprised 
the extent of the injury she received. 

On the 6th, late in the night, the Surveillante Two of 
detached two boats, under the orders of '^master’s gate's’" 
mate John Illingworth, assisted by midshipmen John^°®*® 
Kingdom and Hector Rose, to destroy a new battery, stroy a 
of one long 24-pounder, and a guard-house having a 
small watchtower attached to it, protecting the guard- 
north side of, and the entrance into, the river Crache, 
in which lay at anchor several coasters. Although 
the day had dawned before the British reached the 
spot, they first decoyed the guard from the battery, 
and then drove them from the beach. Mr. Illing- 
worth and his little party then pushed for, and made 
themselves master of, the battery and guard-house. 

After they had spiked the gun, a quantity of powder, 
carried on shore for the purpose, was so well dis- 
posed of, that in a few minutes the whole building 
was level with the ground and in flames. Having 
thus effectually executed the service upon which he 
Had been detached, Mr. Illingworth returned to the 
frigate without the slightest casualty. 

On the night of the 27th of September, the boats 
of the 120-gun ship Caledonia, captain Sir Harry detacl- 
Neale, 74-gun ship Valiant, captain Robert Dudley 
Oliver, and 38-gun frigate Armide, captain Richard of seV 
Bailing Dunn, lying at anchor in Basque roads, were 3ma- 
detached under the orders of lieutenant Arthur Philip rfnes 
Hamilton, first of the Caledonia, to take or destroy 
three brigs lying under the protection of a strong stroy 
battery at Pointe du Ch6 ; and, as the enemy had fJn®ii 
been known to have strengthened his position with brigs, 
four field-pieces and a party of artillery stationed on 
a low point of the beach situated under the battery, 
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1810. as well as by a strong detachment of cavalry and 
infantry in tlie adjoining village of Angoulin, a body 
of 130 marines commanded by captains Thomas Sher-^ 
man and Archibald M‘Lachlan, lieutenants John 
Coulter and John Couche, and lieutenant Robert 
John Little, of the marine artillery, were added to 
the division of seamen from the three ships. 

Ma- At about 2 h. 30 m. a. m. on the 28th, the marines 
S* were landed under Pointe du Che ; but, notwith- 
tTke a the near approach of the boats before they 

battery Were dlscovercd, the alarm was given by the brigs, 
and an ineffectual fire was immediately opened from 
the enemy’s guns. Lieutenant Little pushed forward 
with the bayonet to the assault, supported by captain 
M^Lachlan's division, and by a detachment under 
lieutenants Coulter and Couche, and quickly carried 
the battery and spiked the guns. At the same time 
captain Sherman, with his division of marines, took 
post on the main road by the sea side, with his front 
to the village, and one of the launches with an 18- 
pounder carronade on his right. In a few mimites 
a considerable body of men advanced from the vil- 
lage, but were checked in their approach by a warm 
fire from the marines and the launch. At this period 
Sea- the enemy had succeeded, under cover of the dark- 
ness, in bringing a field-piece to flank the line ; but 
two of which the british picket immediately charged with 
g the bayonet and took, putting the men stationed at 
aKe- it to flight. In the mean time the seamen had effected 
the capture of two of the brigs, and the destruction 
third, of the third. 

Severe The marines were then reembarked without the 
o^ileut killed and only one private wounded, 

LitUe. ’ except lieutenant Little at his first gallant charge. 
This Officer, while struggling with a french soldier 
to get his musket from him, received the contents 
into his hand ; which was so much shattered in 
consequence, as to render amputation necessary. 
The French had 14 men killed in defending the 
battery upon Pointe du Che ; what loss the party 
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from the village sustained by the fire of captain Sher- 
man’s division and the carronade in the launch could 
not be ascertained. 

On the 7th of September the british 98-gun ship Dread- 
Dreadnaught, captain Valentine Collard, bearing the pro?*'* 
flag of rear-admiral Thomas Sotheby, while cruising 
off the coast of France, was informed by the 4-gun ofT 
schooner Snapper, lieutenant William Jenkins, that a 
ship was among the rocks on the west side of Ushant. anchor 
The Dreadnaught made sail to the eastward, and 
about 6 p. M. on the 8th, on rounding the island,, dis- rocksof 
covered the ship at anchor in a small creek, sur- ‘^®**®“* 
rounded by rocks. Rear-admiral Sotheby determined 
to attempt cutting her out with his boats at daybreak 
on the following morning. To prevent suspicion, the 
Dreadnaught stood on until dark : she then bore up 
for the spot ; and at 5 a. m. on the 9th, seven boats, 
well manned and armed, pushed off from her, under 
the orders of lieutenant Thomas Pettman. 

No sooner had the boats approached within gun- De- 
shot of the shore, than they were received by a heavy he'f'* 
and destructive fire of musketry from a number of 
troops concealed among the rock^, and from two effects 
4-pounder field-pieces on the beach. In the face of **®*' ’'*' 
all this, the British pulled towards the ship, lying 
within half-pistol shot of the beach ; and, exhilarated 
by the sight of the french troops, that had been sta- 
tioned on board to defend her, hurrying over the 
side in the greatest confusion, boarded and carried 
her. Now came the most serious part of the enter- 
prise. A body of french soldiers, supposed to be 
600 in number, stationed on a precipice nearly 
over their heads, opened on the British in the 
ship and in the boats a tremendous fire ; a fire to 
which no return could be made, except occasionally 
by the 18-pounder cari^ade in the launch. The 
consequence was that, in recapturing this Spanish 
merchant ship, the Maria-Antonia, from the french 
privateer who had taken her, and now lay an apparently 
unconcerned spectator in another creek at about a 
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1810 . mile distance, the British sustained the serious loss 
of one master’s mate, (Henry B. Middleton,) one 
Heavy midshipman, (William Robinson,) two seamen, and 
loss marines killed, two lieutenants, (Henry Elton 

Sed and Stewart Blacker,) two midshipmen, (treorge 
British Henry Dennis,) 18 seamen, and nine 

marines wounded, and five seamen and one marine 
missing ; total, six killed, 31 w^ounded, and six miss- 
ing, or prisoners. Two of the boats had also drifted 
on shore during the action, and were taken possession 
of by the enemy. 

Briscis On the 14th of October, at noon, the british 10-gun 
gages brig-sloop Briseis, (eight 18-pounder carronades and 
and two sixes, with 75 men and boys,) acting-commander 
'nres lieutenant George Bentham, cruising about 80 miles 
Sans- west by south of Horn reef, in the North sea, fell in 
with the french privateer-schooner Sans-Souci, of 
Amsterdam, mounting ten 12-pounder carronades 
and four long 2-pounders, with a complement 
of 55 men, commanded by Jules Jacobs. After an 
anxious chase of eight hours, the Briseis succeeded 
in bringing the schooner to action, which the lat- 
ter maintained, in the most determined manner, for 
one hour ; the two vessels touching each other the 
greater part of the time, and during which the priva- 
teer’s men made three vain attempts to board the 
british brig. The Sans-Souci then struck her colours, 
with the loss of eight men killed and 19 wounded; and 
the Briseis sustained a loss of one master’s mate, (Alex- 
ander Gunn,) her captain’s clerk, (James Davidson,) 
and two seamen killed, and eight seamen and three 
marines badly wounded : a proof that the privateer 
was fought with skill as well as with resolution. 

Caiii- On the 25th of October, at 7 a. m., in latitude 
54° 47' north, and longitude 2° 45' east, the british 
priva- 10-gun brig-sloop Calliope, (same force as Briseis,) 
captain John M^Kerlie, discovered a schooner in the 
south-east under easy sail standing towards her. 
As the vessel, evidently a privateer, appeared to 
take the Calliope for a merchant brig, captain 
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M‘Kerlie thought it prudent not to set any addi- isio. 
tional sail until the stranger found out her mistake. 

At 8 h. 30 m. a. m., when about three miles off, the 
privateer made the discovery, and instantly bore up 
and crowded sail to escape. 

The Calliope was quicklyin chase, and at 10 h.30m. £■>- 
A.M. began an occasional hre from her bow-chasers. fX** 
At 11 A. M. she got near enough to hre musketry; 
but the Calliope could not bring her great guns to co^m- 
bear, as the schooner kept on her lee bow. At 11 h, 

30 m. A. M. the brig got far enough advanced to open bourg. 
a fire of round and grape. At noon the schooner lost 
her mainmast by the board ; and, in a minute or two 
afterwards, having had the sails and rigging on the 
foremast cut to pieces, her captainhailedthathe struck. 

The prize proved to be the Comtesse d’Hambourg of 
14 guns, eight of them 12-pounder carronades, and 
six described as 8-pounders, with a crew of 51 men. 

Of these, doubtless, several must have been killed 
and wounded ; but the official account notices no 
other loss than that of the Calliope, which consisted 
of only three men wounded, two of them slightly. 

On the 27th of October, at daylight, latitude 48° 

30' north, longitude 8° 56' west, the british 16-gun gages 
brig-sloop Orestes, (14 carronades^ 24-pounders, and 
two sixes, with 95 men and boys,) captain John turcs 
Richard Lapenotiere, fell in with, and after an hour’s ^"P" 
chase overtook, the french brig-privateer Loup- 
Garou, of 16 guns (6-pounders probably) and 100 
men and boys. After about half an hour's close 
action, the privateer hauled down her colours, with 
the loss of four men wounded, two of them danger- 
ously. The Orestes suffered no damage of conse- 
quence, and had not a man of her crew hurt. 

. On the 8th of November, in the evening, as the 
british 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Quebec, captain es three 
Charles Sibthorpe John Hawtayne, was running 
the Vlie and Schelling, to resume, her station beiorepriT*. 
the Texel, a very fine french privateer-schooner wa^ 
observed at anchor within the Vlie stroom. Lieutenant ner. 
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Stephen Popham, first of the frigate, immediRtfely 
volunteered his services to make an attempt upon 
the vessel. The Quebec now brought to just with- 
out the sands and in sight of the enemy ; and three 
boats, the first commanded by lieutenant Popham, 
the second by lieutenant Richard Augustus Yates, 
and the third by master’s mate JohnM'Donald, pushed 
olf. There were also present in the boats, Gilbert 
Duncan the captain’s clerk, and Charles Ward 
gentleman volunteer.” The schooner to be attacked 
was the Jeune-Louise, of 14 guns, (six 12, and eight 
9 pounder carronades,) and 35 out of .a complement 
of 60 men, commanded by captain Galien Lafont> 
capitaine de vaisseau and a member of the legion of 
honour.” 

Lieut. three boats had to pull against a very strong 

ham tide, and they found the schooner closely surrounded 
by sands and fully prepared for the attack. At 9 h. 
carries 30 m. p. M., wheii witliin pistol-shot of the Jeune- 
msei. Louise, the three boats grounded on the sand, and 
in that situation received three distinct broadsides of 
cannon and musketry. Notwithstanding this, lieu- 
tenant Popham and his party extricated themselves, 
and boarded and carried the vessel, the french cap- 
tainfalling in a personal conflict with lieutenantYates. 
The british loss on the occasion amounted to one 
seaman killed, one wounded, and one drowned : one 
of the boats also was destroyed. The French had 
one seaman, besides the captain, killed and one 
wounded. 

Beats A diflScult part of the enterprise was still unaccom- 
of an"*^ plished, to get out the schooner from among the sands 
intri- and shoals by which she was surrounded. This waS 
viga-*" B^t length effected; and at daybreak on the 9th, after ft 
tion. long and anxious night passed by captain Hawtayne 
ahd his officers, their fears were relieved by the sight 
of the schooner, with english colours over frfench, 
beating out of the enemy’s harbour, through the intri-^ 
cate navigation of the passage. With respect to the 
alleged rank of the late captain of the Jeune-Lottise, 
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we thirik lieutenant Popham must have been imposed 
upon by some of the prisoners ; for we can find no 
such name as Galien Lafont, among the capitaines de 
vaisseau of the french navy : there was in 1810 a 
Mathias Lafond, ‘*^an officer of the legion of honour,” 
but he was alive in 1812. 

Some allusion has already been made to the im- 
mense works going on in the port of Cherbourg, by 
the orders of the french emperor. The principal im- 
provement consisted of a basin capable of holding 
from 30 to 40 sail of the line, with sufficient water at 
its entrance to float the largest ship when ready for 
sea. About 20 line-of-battle ships could also anchor 
in the roadstead, sheltered from every wind, as soon 
as the dike, then constructing at a vast expense, 
should be finished. From attacks of another sort the 
ships were also well defended, the three strong fortifi- 
cations of Pelde, Fort Napoleon, and Querqueville 
completely commanding the road. No port belong- 
ing to France was so well calculated as Cherbourg, 
for carrying on offensive operations in the Channel ; 
not only from its centrical and projecting situation, 
but from the facility with which, with any wind in 
moderate weather, ships can sail in and out of it. 
Strong gales from north to north-west would, how- 
ever, occasion a difficulty in getting out, on account 
of the heavy swell that such winds usually raise 
ih the principal passage. But it is scarcely possible 
for one or two ships cruising outside to prevent 
vessels sailing in the night from Cherbourg, as strong 
tides, deep water, and a rocky bottom prevent the 
ships from anchoring ; and they cannot, at all times, 
keep close enough in, to see a vessel under the 
land. This accounts for the escape of so many 
french frigates from Cherbourg, until, on the arrival 
there in the summer of 1809 of the two french line- 
oflbattle ships Courageux and Polonais,* the port 
beemne regularly blockaded. 


* See p. ^40. 
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1810 . Ip Uj 0 autumn of the present year, the british force 
cruising off the port of Cherbourg consisted of tlie 
British 74-gun ships Donegal, captain Pulteney Malcolm, and 
Mock I^®venge, captain the honourable Charles Paget; with 
ading Occasionally a frigate and a brig-sloop, to be ready 
meet the new french 40-gun frigate Iphigenie, 
launched on the 10th of the preceding May, and a 
16-gun brig-corvette, which now lay in company with 
the two line-of-battle ships, watching an opportunity 
to sail out. In the midcfle of October the Alcmene, 
a second 40-gun frigate from off’ the stocks in the 
arsenal, joined the Iphigenie, and was soon in equal 
readiness for a cruise. In the neighbouring port of 
Havre, lay also two new 40-gun frigates, the 
Amazone, captain Bernard-Louis Rousseau, and the 
Eliza, captain Louis-Henri Freycinet-Saulce; hoping 
to elude the, vigilance of the two british 38-gun 
frigates, Diana, captain Charles Grant, and Niobe, 
captain John Wentworth Loring, and, at all events, 
to get to Cherbourg, as the prel’erable port, although 
watched by a british force, for an escape to sea. 

Two On the 12th of November, at 10 p. m., favoured 
frigates ^ sti’ong nortli-east wind, the Amazone and Eliza 
from Havre, and steered to the north-west. 

Ham. At half past midnight, by which time the wind had 
shifted to north by east, the two french frigates and 
the Diana and Niobe gained a sight of each other, 
the two latter to-leeward and in-shore of the former. 
Captain Rousseau, doubtful probably of the force of 
the two ships in chase of him, continued his course, 
but could not, on account of the change in the wind, 
weather Cape Barfleur, nor, without some difficulty, 
the isles of St.-Marcouf. At 4 a. m. on the 13th the 
two french frigates tacked off' shore. The Diana, 
Are who lay on the starboard bow of the Amazone, the 
leading frigate, tacked also ; while the Niobe, as 
Diana she came up ahead of the Diana on the starboard 
Niobe l^ck, passed to-windward of the two frigates, and 
u” P’^shed on to endeavour to cut them off", particularly 
hougue the Eliza, from the narrow passage at the west end 



DIANA AND NIOBE WITH AMAZONE AND EtlZA, 345 

of Marcouf. In the mean time the Diana had also 1810 . 
tacked to the westward^ and, passing close to-wind- 
ward of the two french frigates, exchanged with them 
two ineffectual broadsides. The latter then bore up, 
and, being better acquainted with the navigation of 
the spot, succeeded in entering the passage of Mar- 
couf; under the batteries of which island they an- 
chored. At 11 A. M. the Amazone andEliza weighed, 
and kept under sail between Marcouf and the main 
until 3 p. M. ; when, observing that the Diana and 
Niobe had been drifted by the ebb-tide to the north- 
ward of Cape Barfleur, they steered for the road of 
Lahougue. Here the two french frigates anchored, 
under the protection of a strong battery. 

On the 14th, in the morning, captain Grant de- 
spatched the Niobe to captain Malcolm of the 
Donegal, cruising off Cherbourg, with intelligence of 
the situation of the enemy’s ships, and then made all 
sail to the anchorage of Lahougue. In the mean 
time, owing to a strong gale from the southward in 
the night, the Eliza had dragged her anchors, and 
had been obliged to strike her topmasts, and throw 
overboard a part of her stores and provisions, to 
save herself from being lost on the rocks. At 1 p. m. 

o Rttftcks 

the Diana came to an anchor, and on the morning of Ama- 
the l.'jth, at the first of the flood, weighed and*”^®^. 
stood in to attack the Amazone ; who, in her present anchor- 
position, appeared more assailable than her consort. 

But the Amazone quickly got under way, and pro- 
ceeded close to the shoals of St.- Vaast; where she 
again anchored between the batteries of Lahougue 
and Tatillou. Captain Grant, being resolved never- 
theless to make the attack, stood in twice close 
alongside of the Amazone ; but, having to sustain, 
not only the frigate’s fire, but the fire of two powerful ^iobe 
batteries, the Diana was compelled to abandon the two 
attempt. Shortly afterwards the Donegal, Revenge, 
and Niobe arrived, and renewed the attack ; the the at- 
four ships successively opening their broadsides 
while going about. In this way they stood in three effect. 



850 HOHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 

1810 . times, bringing their guns to bear only when head 
to wind. At 1 p. M. the british ships, having been 
drifted to-leeward by the ebb-tide, desisted from 
the attack, and anchored out of gun-shot. All 
four ships suffered more or less in masts, sails, 
rigging, and hull : the Diana had one man wounded, 
the Donegal three, and the Revenge seven, two 
of them mortally. On board the Amazone, the 
French acknowledged only one man killed, and none 
wounded. 

Vain Having on board the Donegal some of colonel 
tempt Congreve’s rockets, captain Malcolm, the same even- 
on the ing, sent the boats, under the orders of lieutenant 
frigates Joseph Needham Taylor to try their effect upon the 
TOck trench frigates. Although, at daylight on the 
ets. 16th, the latter were observed to be aground, and 
one, the Eliza,‘to heel considerably, neither frigate, 
according to the french accounts, sustained any in- 
jury from the rockets. Both frigates afterwards got 
afloat; and on the night of the 27th, just as captains 
Malcolm and Grant were meditating to send in a 
fire-ship, the Amazone gave them the slip, and, 
zonr fbe dawn of day on the 28th, was sale at an- 

returns clior ill the port of Havre. The Eliza was watched 
Havre. increased attention, and on the 6th of Decem- 
ber was attacked by a bomb-vessel. This compelled 
the frigate to move further in ; and she eventually 
Eliza got aground. Here the Eliza lay a wreck until the 
stroyed ®f t^e 23d, whcn the Diana sent her boats, 
under the command of lieutenant Thomas Rowe, and 
effectually destroyed her. 

pidpps On the 15th of November, at a little before inid- 
ckases britisli 14-gun brig-sloop Phipps, captahi 

lugger Christopher Bell, standing across from the Downs 
Sr the coast of France, fell in with and chased a 
Calais, french lugger-privateer ; who led the Phipp close 
under Calais, and so near in-shore, that the brig was 
obliged, although firing grape-shot into the lugger, 
to discontinue the chase. Observing, while in chase 
of this lugger,two others lying to-wiiidward, captain 
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Bell considered that, by beating up in-shore of them, 
tile Phipps might escape their notice until far'^J^ 
enough to fetch them. This the Phipps did, and 
at 6 A. M. on the 16th closed and commenced an 
action with one of the luggers* For a quarter of an At- 
hour the lugger maintained an incessant fire of mus- an'd 
ketry, and appeared determined to run on shore. As 
the only means of frustrating this design, especially one of 
as the brig was already in three and a half fathoms’ 
water, the Phipps ran alongside of her antagonist 
and poured in her broadside ; under the smoke of 
which, lieutenant Robert Tryon, assisted by master’s 
mate Patrick Wright, and Mr. Peter Geddes the 
boatswain, at the head of a party of seamen, boarded, 
and in a few minutes carried, the lugger; which 
proved to be the Barbier-de-Seville, a perfectly new 
vessel, two days from Boulogne, mounting 16 guns, 
with 60 men, commanded by Francois Brunet. 

The loss sustained by the Phipps amounted 
one seaman killed, and lieutenant Tryon, the gallant the oc-; 
leader of the boarding party, dangerously wounded. 

But the loss on the part of the privateer was much 
more severe, she having had six men killed and 
1 1 wounded, including among the latter every one of 
her officers except the second captain. The effect 
of the well-directed fire of the Phipps upon the hull 
of the Barbier-de-Seville was such, that the latter, 
soon after her capture, filled and sank, carrying down 
with her one of the seamen belonging to the british 
brig* 

On the 10th of December, in the evening, 
british 10-gun brig-sloop Rosario, (same force as two 
Briseis,*) captain Booty Harvey, cruising off Dun- 
geness, with the wind blowing hard from the west- cap- 
ward, fell in with two large french lugger-privateers, Mame- 
whose intention was evidently to board her. Know- io»ck. 
ing their superiority of sailing, captain Harvey, with 
the utmost gallantry and promptitude, ran the 


* See p, 334, 
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1810. nearest lugger alongside : whereupon lieutenant 
Thomas Daws, with a party of men, sprang on 
board, and in a few minutes succeeded in carrying 
her. The Rosario at the same time was engaged on 
her starboard side with the other lugger ; but who, 
on seeing the fate of her companion, sheered off and 
effected her escape, owing principally to the loss of 
the Rosario’s jib-boom in boarding the captured 
lugger, and her consequent inability to make sail 
to-windward. The prize was the Mamelouck, of 
Boulogne, captain Norbez Laurence, carrying 16 
guns and 45 men ; of whom seven were wounded. 
The loss on board the Rosario amounted to five 
men wounded, two of them severely. 

Entre- Qn the 12th of December, at 8 a. m., the british 
ninte cutter Entreprenante, mounting eight 4-pounders, 
with 33 men and boys, lieutenant Peter Williams, 
fou/ while lying becalmed off the coast of Spain, about 
p midway between Malaga and Almeria bay, observed 
tcers. four vessels at anchor under the castle of Faro. At 
9 A.M.,thesevessels,which were french latteen-rigged 
privateers, one of six guns, including two long 
18-pounders, and 75 men, another of five guns and 
45 men, and the remaining two of two guns and 25 
men each, weighed and swept out towards the cutter. 
At 10 h. 30 m. A. M. the privateers hoisted their 
colours, and opened their fire. At 11 a. m., which 
was as early as her lighter guns would reach, the 
Entreprenante commenced firing at the privateers ; 
one of the two largest of which lay on her starboard 
bow, the other on her starboard quarter, and the 
two smaller ones right astern. The action was 
now maintained with spirit on both sides, at a 
pistol-shot distance, each party firing with round 
and grape shot, and the cutter with musketry also. 
At noon the Entreprenante had her topmast, peek- 
halliards and blocks, fore jeers, fore halliards, and 
' jib-tie shot away ; also two of her starboard guns 
disabled, by the stock of one and the carriage of the 
other being broken. 
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Seeing the cutter in this disabled state, the nearest l8io. 
of the two large privateers attempted to board ; 
but her men were driven back by the british crew, T^oof 
who, with the two foremost guns and musketry, kept “'®"* 
up an incessant fire. A second attempt was made to “atnat- 
board, and a second time it was defeated, but with a 
loss to the cutter of one man killed and four wounded, board. 
The Entreprenante now manned her starboard 
sweeps, and, getting round, brought her larboard 
guns to bear. With two broadsides from these, she 
compelled three of her antagonists to sheer off. 

All the cutter’s canister-shot and musket-balls were 
now expended ; but at this moment two well-directed 
broadsides, doubled-shotted, carried away the fore- 
mast and bowsprit of the most formidable of the 
privateers. Grown desperate by a resistance so 
unexpected, the Frenchmen made a third attempt to 
board the british vessel, but met with no better 
success than before; although, in the effort to repulse 
them, the Entreprenante had two of her larboard 
guns dismounted, and experienced some additional 
loss. The fire of the privateers now beginning to The 
slacken, the cutter’s people gave three cheers, and, c"tter‘ 
with two guns double-shotted, poured a destructive repui- 
raking fire into the vessel that was dismasted. , 1 “^ 
This decided the business ; and, at 2 h. 30 m. p. m., ‘‘li- 
the two greatest sufferers by the contest were towed 
to the shore by boats. The Entreprenante continued 
sending her shot after her flying foes until 3 p. m., 
when they got beyond her reach. The castle of 
Faro at this time fired a few ineffectual shot at the 
british cutter. ' 

Notwithstanding the length and severity of this Her 
action, and the more than double force opposed to the JlJe*^oc- 
Enireprenante, the latter escaped with no greater casion. 
loss than one man killed and 10 wounded. The loss 
on the part of her opponents could only be gathered 
from rumour, and that made it as many as 81 in 
killed and wounded ; not an improbable amount, 
considering how numerously the privateers were 
VOL. V. 2 a 
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1810 . manned, and how well the cutter plied her cannon 
and musketry. On his return to Gibraltar, lieu- 
tenant Williams, and the officers and crew of the 
Unt'ry Entrcpreiiante, received the public acknowledgment 
i^iieut. of the commanding officer on the station, commodore 
Charles Vinicombe Penrose. Some other marks of 
favour were conferred upon the lieutenant; but 
the reward the most coveted, and, considering that 
a particle less of energy and perseverance might 
have lost the king’s cutter, no one can say, a reward 
not fully merited, promotion, appears to have been 
withheld. We judge so because, according to the 
admiralty navy-list, lieutenant Williams was not 
made a commander until the 27th of August, 1814. 
Rinai- On the 7th of December, after dark, the british 
chases 10-gun brig-sloop Rinaldo, (eight 18-pounder car- 
two ronades and two sixes,) captain James Anderson, 
p^rfva- while cruising off Dover with the wind from the 
teers. westward, discovered to-windward, and immediately 
chased, two large armed luggers standing towards 
the english coast. The two french privateers, as 
they proved to be, the moment they saw the Rinaldo 
outside of them, endeavoured to pass her and effect 
their escape over to their own coast. One of them, 
the Maraudeur, of 14 guns and 85 men, after sus- 
taining a running fight of several minutes' duration, 
attempted to cross the brig's bows; but the Rinaldo 
frustrated the manoeuvre, by putting her helm hard 
a-port and running her jib-boom between the pri- 
vateer’s jib-stay and foremast. 

Carries By this evolution the two vessels were brought 
Marau- close alongside. The Frenchmen, being all upon 
deck, now attempted to board, but were repulsed by 
* thc! Rinaldo's crew ; who, in their turn, although ogjy 
65 in number, including several boys, boarded from 
the fore-chains, in the most gallant style, led by 
lieutenant Edward Gascoigne Palmer, and soon 
cleared the privateer's decks and compelled her 
crew to call for quarter. This promptly decided 
and very spirited affair cost the Maraudeur her 
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captain and four men wounded, two of them veryiSlp* 
severely ; but no one was hurt belonging to the 
Rinaldo. While the latter was occupied in ex- The 
changing prisoners, the other lugger effected her ot'ier 
escape into Calais. The prize was a fine fast-sail- escapL 
ing vessel, belonging to Boulogne, only 13 days off 
the stocks, pierced for 18 guns, and, as a lugger, of 
very large dimensions. 

On the 17th of December, at 3h. 30 m. p. m., while 
stretching out from St.-Helen’s, on her way from coys 
Spithead to her station off Dover, the Rinaldo dis- 
covered four lugger-privateers in the offing, lying to 
to, with all their sails lowered down. Knowing it^^®*!^ 
would be useless to chase them, captain Anderson 
altered his course and steered in-shore to the north- 
ward, with the view of decoying the privateers 
within the reach of his brig. To enable them to 
overtake her about dark, the Rinaldo trimmed her 
sails by, and kept in such a position as to prevent 
their making her out to be armed. The manoeuvre 
succeeded, and the four luggers made all sail in 
chase of the british brig. 

At 5 p. M., the Owers light bearing west-north- En- 
west distant half a mile, the two largest luggers fu^wo 
came up under the Rinaldo’s stern, and, hailing her largest 
in a very abusive manner to strike, poured in several 
volleys of small arms. The Rinaldo, being all pre- p®*® 
pared, allowed the privateers to come close upon her surrcn- 
quarters, and then tacked, thus brin^^mg a broadside 
to bear upon each of them: she then wore round on 
her heel, and poured a second broadside, within 
pistol-shot, into the larger of the two ; who, having 
discovered her mistake, was endeavouring to escape 
by bearing up. This well-directed fire brought 
down the large lugger’s masts and sails ; and 
immediately the latter called for quarter, and 
requested boats to be sent, as she was sinking. 

J ust at this moment the second lugger, who had 
hauled her wind on receiving tlte first broadside, rao 

2 A 2 
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1810. down upon the bow of the Riiialdo, apparently with 
' 5 ^ the intention to board, keeping up as she advanced a 
Gets constant fire of musketry. The brig immediately 
foul of hauled off from the disabled privateer and attacked 
Owcrs the other ; who, running within the light, lowered 
light- down her sails and called also for quarter. In 
■ wearing round and manning her boats, to assist the 
one and take possession of the other lugger, the 
Rinaldo was carried by the calm and strong ebb-tide 
on board the Owers light-vessel, and became so 
entangled with the latter that it was not deemed 
prudent to send away her boats ; especially as, by 
this time, the two other luggers had come up and 
were beginning to fire into the brig. 

'Three While the Rinaldo was using every exertion to 
Lingers g'Gf clcar, the second lugger that had struck ran up 
make to the first one ; and in a minute or two afterwards, 
006 “”^' finding that her consort was in the act of sinking, she 
sinks, made all sail to the french coast. The two remaining 
luggers made oil' about the same time, having 
received several shot from the Rinaldo as she lay 
alongside the light-vessel. It was afterwards ascer- 
tained, that these four privateers, three of which 
mounted 14 guns, with 70 men each, belonged to 
Dieppe; and, from the Vieille-Josephine, of 16 guns, 
the one which sank, the captain and two men were 
all that were saved out of a crew of 80. The 
boom-mainsail and two topsails of the Rinaldo were 
completely riddled, and a number of musket-shot 
were found among the hammocks, but fortunately 
no one on board was hurt. In this little affair both 
seamanship and gallantry shone conspicuously ; and 
captain Anderson, and the officers and crew of 
the Rinaldo, were entitled to great credit for their 
performance. 

Capt. On the 4th of April, at 1 P. M., the british 
fough 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Success, captain John 
sends Ayscough, and 18-gun brig-sloop Espoir, captain 
Robert Mitford, while running along the coast of 
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Calabria, abreast of Castiglione, discovered three isio. 
vessels on the beach and men loading them. 'aptIl 
C onsidering the destruction of these vessels an object to de- 
worth attempting, captain Ayscough despatched on 
that service the boats of the Success and Espoir, under veLis. 
the orders of lieutenant George Rose Sartorius, third 
of the frigate, assisted by lieutenant Robert Oliver, 
of the Espoir, and master’s mates George Lewis 
Coates and Richard Peace. 

Just as the British had arrived within musket-shot 
of the shore, three of tlie boats struck on a sunken rius 
reef and swamped ; whereby two of the Espoir’s 
seamen were drowned, and the ammunition of all in guns, 
the three boats was wetted and spoiled. The officers “"jg 
and men swam to the beach with their cutlasses in vessels 
their mouths. At this moment a fire was opened"”^”' 
upon them from two long 6-pounders and four wall- 
pieces; which, having been secreted behind .the 
rocks, were not perceived till the boats grounded. 
Regardless of this, lieutenant Sartorius and his party 
rushed on, and obliged the enemy to desert the guns 
and retreat to some adjacent houses ; from the win- 
dows of which, until dislodged and driven to the 
mountains, the enemy maintained a fire of musketry. 

The British then spiked the two 6-pounders, and 
destroyed their carriages ; and, having set fire to 
two laden vessels, already stove, and recovered 
their three swamped boats, the party returned on 
board with no greater additional loss than two 
marines wounded. 

On the 25th of April, at 10 a. m., the british 
38-gun frigate Spartan, captain Jahleel Brenton, squa- 
accompanied by the frigate Success, and brig- 
sloop Espoir, being off Monte Circello, discovered ver 
one ship, three barks, and several feluccas, at an- 
chor under the castle of Terrecino. The two frigates reemo. 
and brig immediately made all sail ; and, on arriving 
off the town, captain Brenton detached the boats of 
the squadron, under the orders of lieutenant William 
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it616, Baumgardt of the Spartan, assisted hy 

lieutenant George Rose Sartorius of the Success, 
Boats "th fettdeavour to bring the vessels out. 
under At about 30 minutes past noon the boats pulled 
Baum- fl’i’ the shore, covered by the ships; and captain 
attack Mttford, \<^ith great energy and judgment, ran in 
an^ with the Espoir and sounded under the batteries, 
tiilm Shortly afterwards the two british frigates and brig 
out. came to an anchor, and began cannonading the shore 
and the batteries. In the mean time lieutenant 
BaUmgardt, with the boats, pulled into the road, 
and, in the face of a heavy fire, gallantly boarded 
the ship ; which mounted six guns, and was defended 
for Some time by her crew. At length the latter aban- 
doned her to the British ; who also took possession of 
the three barks, and brought off their four prizes 
with no greater loss than one seaman killed and two 
wounded. 

spar- On the 1st of May, having detached the Espoir, 
captain Brenton was cruising with the Spartan and 
chase Success ; when, at 5h. 40 m. p. m., the south-west 
and** point of the island of Ischia bearing south-east 
'O"- distant three miles, two ships, a brig, and a cutter 
int^ were discovered in the bay of Naples. These were 
Naples. tijQ french frigate Ceres and corvette Fama, the 
Cyane's old opponents,* along with the armed brig 
Sparviere and cutter Achille. The two british 
frigates immediately bore up and crowded sail in 
pursuit, with the wind from the south-west ; and at 
7 P. M. the french squadron put about and made all 
sail for Naples, chased nearly into the mole by the 
j Spartan and Success. 

Bren- On the 2d, at daylight, the Ceres and her consorts 
tocher anchor. The two british frigates then 

Success stood out towards the entrance of the bay; and 
cruises captain Brenton, feeling satisfied that the french 
alone commodore would not put to sea while two british 
Naples. were cruising off the port, detached the 

* See p. 253. 



SPARTAN WITH CfeRifes AND CONSORTS. 369 

Success, that evening, to the Spartan’s rendezvous, 
from five to ten leagues south-west of the island of 
Capri. The Spartan then stood back into the bay, 
with the intention, by daylight the next morniijig, of 
showing herself off the mole of Naples, in the hope 
to induce the french squadron to sail out and attack 
her. But prince Murat had formed a bolder design 
than captain Brenton gave him credit for. Having 
caused to be embarked in the frigate and corvette, 

400 Swiss troops, and directed seven large gun-boats, 
with one long french 18-pounder each, to accompany 
the squadron, the prince ordered the condmodore to 
get under way at daylight, and attack, and endeavour 
to board, the two british frigates, thus hovering 
about the bay and cutting off* all commerce with the 
capital; 

On the 3d, at 4 h. 30 ra. a. m, profiting by a light ckr&s 
air which had just sprung up from the south- “on- 
east, the Spartan stood into the bay of Naples on 
the starboard tack, under plain sails and rather olfoTthe 
the wind. At 5 a. m., when about midway between 
Cape Misano and the island of Capri, the Spartan 
discovered the french 'squadron, distant six miles 
right ahead, standing out from the mole of Naples 
on the larboard tack. The force, thus advancing to 
attack a single british frigate, consisted of the Cerfes, Re- 
an 18-pounder frigate mounting 42 or 44 guns, with forcTof 
a crew of from 320 to 350 men, a large corvette, sp"- 
the Fama, mounting 28 guns, either 8 or 12 pounders, frenS* 
with a crew of more than 220 men, a brig, the Spar- 
vifere, mounting eight guns with 98 men, a cutter, 
the Achille, mounting 10 guns with 80 men, and at 
least seven* gun-boats, of one long french 18- 
pounder and 40 men each. The swiss troops, it 
appears, were in addition to the complements of the 
vessels: consequently, there were 95 guns, and about 
1400 men, opposed to 46 guns and 258 men. 

At 7 A. M. the C6r^s, followed in line of battle by 

* British official account says, eight french account, 

“sixj” and Spartan’s log, " seven.” ” 
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1810 . the FaAa and Sparviere, hauled up^ as if desirous 
to get to-windward of the british frigate ; but the 
The Spartan frustrated that intention, by setting her 
‘wo courses and hauling up too. In a few minutes, 

ad- *** finding his object defeated, the french commodore 
tolhe again steered with the wind a-beam; and at 7 h. 45 m., 
attack, brailing up her courses, the Spartan did the same. 
In this way the two parties were mutually approximat- 
ing from opposite points of the compass. 

Actioa At 7 h. 58m. a. m., being within pistol-shot on the 
menccs lorboard or lee bow of the british frigate, the Ceres 
opened a fire from her larboard guns in quick suc- 
cession. The Spartan reserved Jier fire until 
every gun was covered by her opponent, and then 
returned a most destructive broadside, treble-shotted 
on the main deck. The carnage on board the C6res 
was very great, particularly amongst the swiss 
troops, which were drawn up in ranks, and extended 
^ from the cat-head to the taftrail, in readiness for 
boarding.”* The Spartan then engaged in succession 
the Fama and Sparviere ; and, as neither party 
was going at a faster rate through the water than 
from two to three knots an hour, the british frigate 
was enabled to discharge a broadside at each.“ 

Spar- Since the commencement of the firing, the cutter 
cuts off ^‘id gun-boats had hauled to the south-east. In 
order to cut otf these from their consorts, the 
toats. Spartan now kept her luft'; and at 8 h. 13 m. A. jm., 
having fired at the small-craft with her foremost 
starboard guns, the frigate hove in stays, and, as 
she came round, gave them the whole of her larboard 
guns: the starboard broadside, having been re- 
charged, was then fired at the Sparvifere and the 
French two sliips ahead of her. Now was the time for the 
Ceres to have supported tlie gun-boats, but the 
dore french commodore appears to have forgotten them 
altogether ; for, instead of tacking to meet the 
wards Spartan, the Ceres wore and stood towards the 
batteries of Baia, This stage of the action will 

* Brenton, vol, iy. p.434. 
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perhaps be better understood by a reference? to the i^io. 
following diagram. 


As soon as she had come round on the larboard spar- 
tack, the Spartan kept her helm up_, and wore in 
pursuit of the french frigate. But, at a few minutes and ex- 
before 9 A. M., the breeze suddenly died away, and 
left the Spartan with her head exposed to the star- i>eavy 
board broadside of the Ceres ; having, also, on her^“*^’ 
larboard bow the corvette and brig, and, sweeping up 
astern of her, the cutter and gun-boats. A heavy 
fire was now opened on the Spartan from every side, 
particularly on the stern and quarter from the long 
18-pounclers of the gun-boats. In a few minutes 
captain Brenton, while standing on the capstan, the ton ' 
better to view his various opponents, received a 
grape-shot in the hip, and was obliged to be carried 
below. The command then devolved upon lieu- 
tenant George Wickens Willes. 

Scarcely had captain Brenton been removed from spar- 
the deck, ere a light breeze from the same quarter 
as before enabled the Spartan to take up a position good 
on the starboard quarter of the french frigate and 
starboard bow of the corvette. The brig was at 
this time on the Spartan’s larboard quarter or nearly 
astern^ and the cutter and gun-boats on the frigate’s 
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^10* stern and starboard quarter^ making’ the best pos- 
sible use of their advantage. The same breeze, that 
French had enabled the Spartan to get into action, was 
made use of by her two principal opponents to carry 
re- them out of it ; and, owing to the disabled state of 
Spartan’s rigging, the Ceres and Fama, the 
battc- latter hauling up to-windward of her consort, suc- 
ceeded in gaining the protection of the batteries of 
Baia. The Spartan then wore ; and, while with her 
starboard guns she severely raked the frigate and 
cap. corvette, and cut away the latter’s fore topmast, a 
tares single broadside from her larboard guns compelled 
viirc. the brig, with the loss of licr main topmast, to haul 
down her colours. This was at 10 a. m. ; and the 
gun-boats presently afterwards came down, in a 
very gallant manner, and, by towing her away, 
rescued the crippled Fama from the fate of the 
Sparviere. The following diagram is meant to 
represent this termination of the contest. 


Loss on Although the proper complement of the Spartan 
board was 281, having an officer and 18 men absent in a 
tan. prize and being four men short, the frigate com- 
menced action with only 258 men and boys ; exclu- 
sively of captain George Hoste of the royal engineers, 
who was a passenger on board, and, during the 
attention of captain Brenton and his first lieutenant 
in manoeuvring the ship, took charge of the quarter- 
deck guns. The loss on board the Spartan was 
tolerably severe, amounting to one master’s mate, 
(W^illiam Robson,) six seamen, and three marines 
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killed, her captain, (severely,) first lieutenant, (al- 
ready named,) 15 seamen, and five marines wounded; 
total, 10 killed and 22 wounded. This heavy loss 
was chiefly occasioned by the long 18-pounders of the 
gun-boats, while they lay upon the frigate’s stern and 
quarter. The hull of the Spartan had, in consequence, 
been severely struck ; and, although none of her masts 
were shot away, they were most of them wounded, 
and her rigging and sails cut to pieces. 

The French acknowledged a loss of 30 officers and Loss'on 
men killed and 90 wounded, exclusively of the loss flench 
on board the Sparvifere ; which, in killed, as 87 s'^c. 
prisoners were all that were taken out of her, pro- 
bably amounted to 1 1. Among the killed on board 
the Ceres, was the second captain ; and the first 
captain is stated to have lost his arm. Some of the 
english accounts represented the loss on board the 
french squadron at 150 killed and 300 wounded. 
These round numbei's, as our contemporary is also 
of opinion, are probably incorrect and exagge- 
rated ; " but,’’ captain Edward Brenton adds, the 
slaughter, particularly on board the frigate, from her 
crowded decks, the close position, and the smooth- 
ness of the water, must have been very severe.”* 

In addition to the encomiums which he passes upon officerj 
his first lieutenant, and upon captain Hoste of the 
engineers, (brother to the captain of the Amphion,) tan. 
captain Jahleel Brenton strongly recommends his two 
remaining lieutenants, William Augustus Baumgardt 
and Henry Bourne ; also his master, Henry George 
Slenner, his two lieutenants of marnes, Charles 
Fegan and Christopher Fottrell, and his purser, 
James Dunn, who took charge of a division of guns 
on the main deck, in the place of the officer already 
mentioned as absent in a prize. For the distinguished 
part which he took in the action, lieutenant Willes, 
on the 2d of June, was deservedly promoted to the 
rank of commander. 


* Brenton, voh iv. p. 430. 
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1810 . Soon after the action had ended in the manner 
we have stated, the sea-breeze or south-west wind 
Spar- set in. The Spartan then, having repaired her 
tan pa- principal damages, took her prize in tow, and stood 
before in triumph directly across, and within about four 
miles of, the mole of Naples, to the great chagrin 
with and mortification, as was afterwards understood, of 
prTze pi’iuce Murat; who had been the wliole morning 
anxiously watching on the mole, to see his squadron 
conduct in the british frigate. At this time the 
beaten french frigate and corvette had just dropped 
French anchors before the town. It would not do for 
count the world, particularly for France, to know how the 
actiol matter really stood. Hence the Moniteur is com- 
manded to say : “ 11 est impossible de se battre avec 
plus de bravoure que nc I’a fait la flotille dans cette 
brillante affaire/&c.” And then the Spartan herself 
is declared to have been “ un vaisseau rase, portant 
50 bouches a feu, done 30 canons de 24 et 20 caron- 
ades de 32.” 

Alceste On the 22d of May the british 38-gun frigate 
lucnto Alceste, captain Murray Maxwell, chased several 
destroy frencli vcssels into the bay of Agaye, or Agay, 
pro- near the gulf of Fr6jus. Finding tliat the two 
vessels one on each side of the entrance, which 

'protected the vessels, possessed by their height a 
great advantage over the ship, captain Maxwell, in 
the evening, detached two strong parties to endea- 
vour to carry them by storm. The party, under 
lieutenant Andrew Wilson, first of the Alceste, 
that landed on the right of the bay, having to march 
Unsuc- through a very thick wood to get in the rear of the 
Sutof attacked in the midst of it by one of the 

tiie cn- enemy’s pickets, whom the marines, under the 
terprise command of lieutenants Walter Griffith Lloyd and 
Richard Hawkey of that corps, without sustaining any 
loss, very soondislodged; but the guide, taking advan- 
tage of the firing, made his escape, and lieutenant 
Wilson was obliged to relinquish the enterprise and 
return on board. Meanwhile the other party, under 
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Mr. Henry Bell, the master, reached undiscovered isio. 
the rear of his fort, and attacked and carried it ia 
the most spirited manner. As, however, the oppo- 
site battery had not been reduced, Mr. Bell was 
obliged to retire ; but he did not do so until he had 
spiked the guns, two long 24-pounders, broken their 
carriages, destroyed the magazine, and thrown the 
shot into the sea. Having accomplished this, he 
and his men returned to their ship without a casualty. 

Finding that the vessels would not quit their I’e- 
anchorage while the frigate lay olf, captain Maxwell, ^ 
on the night of the 25th, sent the barge and yawl, 
one armed with a 12-pounder carronadc, the other “aiis 
with a 4-pounder field-piece, under the command of 
Mr. Bell, accompanied by master’s mate Thomas coast. 
Day, and midshipman James Adair, with orders to lie 
in a little cove near the harbour’s mouth, while the 
Alceste stood to some distance in the offing. The 
bait took ; and on the morning of the 26th tlie french 
vessels sailed out quite boldly. To their astonish- decoy- 
ment, the two armed boats pulled in amongst them, ®ndare 
and presently captured four feluccas, three of which cav- 
were armed, (one with six guns, and the two others b^ti'c 
with four each,) drove two upon the rocks, and the 
rest back into the harbour. This the British effected, 
although exposed to a fire from the batteries, from 
some soldiers on the beach, and from two armed 
feluccas among the vessels that escaped. Mr. Adair, 
who with two or three men had been left in charge 
of the barge while Mr. Bell and Mr. Day %vere 
boarding the feluccas, made so good a use of the 
12-pounder carronade, that the four prizes were 
brought off without the slightest hurt to a man of 
the party. 

In the month of June captain William Hoste, of 
the 18-poundcr 32-gun frigate Amphion, having 
under his orders the 38-gun frigate Active, captain Gmsea 
James Alexander Gordon, and 18-pounder 32-gun into 
frigate Cerberus, captain Henry Whitby, cruised in Oroa. 
the gulf of Triest. On the 28th, in the morning. 
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1810. the boats of the Amphion chased a convoy of several 
vessels, reported to be laden with naval stores for 
the arsenal of Venice, into the harbour of Groa. 
The capture of the convoy, although, on account of 
the shoals, to be effected only by boats, being an 
object of considerable importance, captain Hoste 
resolved to make the attempt without delay. In the 
evening the Amphion telegraphed the Active and 
Cerberus, to send their boats to her by 12 at night ; 
but, owing to her distance in the offing, the Active 
was not able to comply with the signal in time. 
Accordingly the boats of the Amphion and Cerberus, 
de- * commanded by lieutenant William Slaughter, second 
boats^ (first absent) of the Amphion, and assisted by lieu- 
of Am- tenants Donat Henchy O’Brien of the same frigate, 
[nj"" and James Dickinson of the Cerberus, lieutenants of 
Ceibe- marinesThomas Moore of the Amphion, and Jeremiah 
Brattle of the Cerberus; also by master’s mate Charles 
H. Ross, and midshipmen Joseph Gape, Thomas 
Edward Hoste, Charles Bruce, and Cornwallis Paley, 
schoolmaster James Leonard Few, and volunteer 
Samuel Jelfery, of the Amphion ; and, belonging to 
the Cerberus, the gunner, John Johnson, and midship- 
men John Miller, George Farrendcn, Joseph Stoney, 
George Fowler, William Sherwood, Charles Mackey, 
and Lewis Rollier, pushed off, and before daylight on 
the morning of the 29th landed, without the firing 
of a musket, a little to the right of the town. 

Lieut. Advancing immediately to the attack of the town, 
above which the vessels lay moored, the British were 
party met, about the dawn of day, by a body of troops 
french peasantry ; who opened a very destructive fire, 
troops, and obliged the former to retire to the shelter of 
some hillocks. Conceiving that their opponents were 
retreating to their boats, the French quitted their 
advantageous position, and charged with the bayonet. 
They were received with the bravery and steadiness 
so characteristic of british seamen and marines, and 
a lieutenant, a sergeant, and 38 privates of the 81st 
regiment of french infantry were made prisoners; 
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Lieutenant Slaughter and his party now entered the 
town, and took possession of the vessels, 25 in'^^ 
number. At about 11 a. m, a detachment of the 
5th regiment of french infantry, consisting of a lieu- 
tenant and 22 men, entered Groa from Maran, a 
village in the interior. They were instantly attacked 
by the force that was nearest to them, consisting of 
a division of seamen and marines under lieutenants 
Slaughter, Moore, and James Mears of the Active, 
whose boats had landed just as the men of the 
Aniphion and Cerberus had achieved their exploit. 

The same intrepidity, which had ensured success on 
that occasion, produced it on this; and the 22 french 
troops, with their officer, laid down their arms and 
surrendered. 

Every exertion was now made to get the convoy British 
out of the river ; but, it being almost low water, 
that object could not be effected before 7 p. m. ; and carry 
then not without great labour and fatigue, the men 
having to shift the cargoes of the large vessels into prizes, 
smaller ones, in order to float the former over the 
bar. By 8 p. m., however, the whole detachment 
and the prizes reached the squadron, which had 
anchored about four miles from the town. 

The loss on the part of the British, in performing cosaon 
this very gallant service, amounted to four marines sfde! 
killed, one lieutenant of marines, (Brattle,) three 
seamen, and four marines wounded ; and the loss 
sustained by the French amounted to 10 killed, eight 
by bayonet wounds, a proof of the nature of the 
conflict, and eight wounded. Of the captured vessels, 

11 were burnt in the river, because too large to pass 
the bar in the state of the tide, five were brought 
out and sent to Lissa with cargoes; as were also 14 
or 15 small trading craft, laden with the cargoes of 
the 11 burnt vessels. 

The British official account is, as it ever ought to utter 
be where practicable, very precise in enumerating 
the force of the opposite party : we wish it had been 
equally so in stating the numerical amount of the 
attacking force. There is one part of captain 
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1810 . Hoste’s letter, which we should like to see oftener 
imitated. No credit,” he says, can attach itself 
to me, sir, for the success of this enterprise ; but I 
hope I may be allowed to point out those to whose 
gallant exertions it is owing.” Captain Hoste then 
gives the Christian as well as surnames of all the 
officers engaged ; a plan that has enabled us, with- 
out that difficulty which we almost on every other 
occasion experience, to do the same. 

In the autumn of the present year the french force 
british cruising in the Adriatic was under the orders of com- 
ia ulc modore Bernard Dubourdieu, and consisted of the two 
Adri- french 40-gun frigates Favorite, (the commodore’s 
ship,) captain Antoinc-Francois-Zavier La Marre-la- 
Meillerie, and Uranic, captain Pierre-Jean-Baptiste 
Margolle-Lanier, the Venetian 40-gun frigate Corona, 
captain Paschaligo, and 32-gun frigates Bellona 
and Carolina, captains Baralovich and Palicuccia, 
along with the brig-corvettes Jena and Mercure. 
The duty of watching this squadron was intrusted to 
captain Hoste, with his three frigates already 
named. 

Com- Qn the 29th of September the franco-venetian 
dorc squadron sailed from Chiozza, and arrived in a few 
days afterwards at Ancona ; where, accompanied by 
dieii, a schooner and a gun-vessel, the squadron was 
hi'sfire descried, on the morning of the 6th of October, part 
fii- under sail and part in the act of weighing, by cap- 
dmsc’s Hoste ; who, having detached the Cerberus to 
Am- Malta, had then with him only the Amphion and 
Snd*” Active. The wind was blowing a fine breeze 
Active, from .the south-east, and Ancona bore from the 
two briti.sh frigates south-south-w'est distant four 
leagues. At noon, having collected all his ships, 
commodore Dubourdieu made sail in chase of the 
Amphion and Active ; one division of three ships 
stretching out on the starboard tack, and the remain- 
der of the squadron standing close hauled on the 
larboard tack, ready to take advantage of any change 
of wind. Captain Hoste stood towards the franco- 
venetian squadron, until he had distinctly made out 
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its force. Finding the enemy’s superiority to be 
such as it would be impossible to overcome, he 
then, at 1 p. m., tacked and stood to the north-east. Rean- 
Fearful either of an increasing gale, or of being 
drawn off the land, commodore Dubourdieu, atcona! 
2 p. M., tacked and stood in towards the harbour of 
Ancona. Having seen this s(|uadron of bold cruisers Capt. 
safe at anchor in their port, captain Hoste steered 
for the island of Lissa ; and, arriving on the 9th, was for ana 
so fortunate as to find the Cerberus, who had called 
there on her way to Malta. . Lissa. 

On the 12th, having been joined by the 18-gun Sails 
ship-sloop Acorn, captain Robert Clephane, captain 3" 
Hoste put to sea, with his little squadron of three fri- three 
gates and one sloop, and steered straight for Ancona, g"tes 
in quest of commodore Dubourdieu, with his five ■'‘"ri » 
frigates and two 16-gun brigs. A strong northerly 
wind, and then a calm of three days’ continuance, 
made it the 20th before the Amphion and her consorts 
obtained a view of Ancona. M. Dubourdieu was 
not there. Concluding that he had gone to Corfu, th" ^ 
captain Hoste instantly put about, and crowded sail in 
that direction, intending to call off Lissa by the way. sailed 
On the 21st, in the evening, when in sight of that 
island, the Active, looking out in the south-east, cooa. 
boarded a Sicilian privateer, that had been chased 
by the enemy, and had lost sight of him only six 
hours before oft’ Vasto, steering under a press of 
sail to the south-south-east. 

There was now just time before dark to recall the Capt. 
Cerberus, who had been despatched to Lissa for Intel- 
ligence. The privateer’s information confirming off 
captain Hoste in the opinion that M. Dubourdieu had 
gone to Corfu, particularly as the wind at this time jifoyr* 
was from the westward, the british squadron steered co'rfu. 
south by east all night, with almost a certainty of dis- 
covering the franco-venetian squadron at daylight 
between Pelagosa and St.-Angelo. Daylight on the 
22d came, but no sail was in sight, except three 
fishermen off Pelagosa ,* who, on being spoken, said 
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1810 . they had left Lissa on the preceding day^ but had seen 
nothing of the enemy. Little doubt now remained^ 
that the enemy still was ahead of the British ; 
who, consequently continued working to the south- 
east all that day and all the 23d. On the 24th the 
squadron came in sight of Brindisi ; and, as the wind 
was then blowing fresh' from the south-east, the com- 
modore thought it likely that M. Dubourdieu, finding 
the wind foul for Corfu, would stretch over to the 
albanian coast, and perhaps rendezvous at Bocca 
de Cattaro ; where it was known that a convoy for 
Corfu were to assemble from Spalatro. Hearing no 
tidings of the enemy at Cattaro, and judging from 
offcir increased force of the south-east wind, that the 
taro french commodore was still to-leeward, captain 
"bcfrs Hoste retraced his steps to the northward. While 
up for this zealous and able officer is hastening towards 
Lissa, we will endeavour to trace the movements of 
the object of his anxiety. 

Pro- It was on the 18th of October that M. Dubourdieu, 
li3,ving on board a battalion of the 3d regiment of 
franco- the line, sailed from Ancona. He then steered 
tkii alongshore to the southward ; and on the 21st, in the 
squa- night, was informed by a fisherman, that the english 
squadron had gone to the southward upon a cruise. 
Having now little to fear, commodore Dubourdieu 
crossed over from the coast of Apulia, and in the 
forenoon of the 22d arrived oil’ Port St.-George, 
island of Lissa. Hoisting english colours, he entered 
the harbour with the Favorite, Bellona, and Corona; 
leaving the Uranie and the three remaining vessels 
to cruise in the offing, and give notice of the ap- 
proach of any strangers. At 15 minutes past noon 
the three frigates anchored and debarked the troops. 
Lands The commodore then, as he represents, took posses- 
troops gjojj Qf 3 Q vessels, of which 10 were “ superb” 
Lissa, privateers, mounting altogether 100 guns, burnt 64, 
takes which 43 were laden, and restored several other 
vessels, vessels to tVench, illyrian, Italian, a,nd neapolitan 
subjects. The troops are stated to have taken the 
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island without resistance, and to have made prisoners i^io. 
of the english garrison,” numbering 100. All this 'o^ 
appears to have been the work of only six or seven 
hours ; for the franco-venetian squadron, by dark the 
same evening, had reembarked the troops and made 
sail out of the harbour : a sudden step for which we 
may presently be able to account. 

The french commodore concludes his letter to 
prince Murat by stating, that the english squadron, bom-- 
composed of three frigates, one corvette, and “ two 
brigs,” avoided measuring strength with him, although count 
his officers and crews were all extremely eager for “xploit 
the combat. La division anglaise, composee de 
trois frigates, une corvette, et deux bricks, a 6vite 
de se mesurer avec nous. Je puis assurer a V. A. 
que les etats-majors et equipages etaient dans les 
meilleures dispositions et fort desireux de sc battre.” 

He had previously described his o\yn squadron, as 
consisting of “ trois fregates, deux corvettes, et 
deux bricks.” Thus representing, that the difference 
of force was only one “ corvette a name applied, 
with singular propriety, to ships like the Lellona 
and Carolina, measuring 700 tons, and mounting 
36 guns, including 24 long french 12-pounders on the 
main deck. The whole of this statement conveys 
a vile insinuation ; and, if the paragraph, as it here 
stands, really formed part of the original letter, and 
was not superadded by the Moniteur, it leaves an 
indelible stain upon the character of M. Dubourdieu. 
With respect to the strong desire in the frencli 
officers and men to have a meeting with the british 
squadron, we may yet have to show how amply that 
desire was gratified. 

We have given the Moniteur’s version of the pro- 
ceedings of commodore Dubourdieu’s squadron at ofwbat 
Lissa : we will now state the circumstances as they 
really occurred. On the morning of the 26th captain place, 
Hoste arrived off Port St.-George; and his disap- 
pointment may be conceived on learning what had 
happened. The french commodore landed from 
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1810 . 700 to 800 troops, and took possession of the port. 
'ocT* A. midshipman of the Amphion, who had been left 
in charge of some prizes, retired to the mountains 
with almost all the inhabitants and the crews of the 
privateers; and, when the enemy’s troops disem- 
barked, none but the constituted authorities re- 
mained in the town. In the afternoon the three 
fishermen, spoken by the squadron of captain Hoste 
that same morning oft* Pelagosi, arrived in the 
harbour. The information they brought, of the 
British being so near, produced the utmost confusion 
on board th6 squadron that was “ so desirous to 
meet them and, after destroying two british and 
three Sicilian privateers, commodore Dubourdieu 
got under way and departed with no other trophies of 
his exploit, than two d^ined vessels belonging to 
the british squadron and a privateer schooner. ' The 
precipitate retreat of a force, apparently so for- 
midable, left upon the inhabitants of Lissa so unfa- 
vourable an impression of french naval prowess, 
that they almost all began to take up arms ; and, 
had the british squadron made its appearance off 
the island, the French would have found a resistance 
where they little expected it. 

Capt. Without waiting to hear the details of what had 
hastens taken place, captain Hoste*' crowded sail to the 
wards Dorth-west. But he was too late; for before the 
Anco- british squadron had even lost sight of the island of 
where Lissa, the franco-venetian squadron was entering 
enemy the harbour of Ancona ; a harbour which we doubt 
pre. if it ever would have entered, had the Active not 
riousiy fallen in with the Sicilian privateer. The arrival in 
arrived Adriatic of the 74-gun ship Montagu, captain 
Is Richard Hussey Moubray, to take the command of 
joined the british squadron, and lie ready for the new 74-gun 
Mo'n-** ship Rivoli, expected soon to put to sea from the port 
tagu. of Venice, left M. Dubourdieu with a real excuse for 
remaining, during the rest of the year, quiet in 
Ancona. 

On the 25th of July, at daybreak, as the british 
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12-pounder 32-gun frigate Thames, captain Granville 
George Waldegrave, and 18-gun brig-sloop Pilot, 
captain John Toup Nicolas, were standing along Thames 
the coast of Naples, the IS-gun brig-sloop teazle, 
captain Henry Prescott, appeared off' Amanthea, r*iiot° 
with the signal flying for an enemy’s convoy, con- 
sisting, as afterwards discovered, of 32 transport into 
vessels from Naples, laden with stores and provisions 
for Murat’s army at Scylla, and escorted by seven 
gun-boats, mounting one gun each, all long 18- 
pounders but two, which were brass 36-pounder 
carronades, four scampavias, or armed vessels, also 
of one gun each, (8, 6, and 4 pounders,) and an armed 
pinnace with swivels. Immediately on perceiving 
that the british ships were approaching towards them, 
the transports ran upon th^eaeh under the town of 
Amanthea, where they were flanked by two batteries; 
while the gun-boats and other armed vessels, under 
the command of capitaine de fregate Caraccioli, 
drew themselves up in a line for the protection of 
the former. 

The weather being nearly calm, it was 2 p. m. before Anciior 
the frigate and the two brigs were enabled to form in 
a close line ; when, running along within grape-shot ti'e'r 
distance, they presently drove the Neapolitans from 
the vessels, and then -anchored. Captain Prescott 
now set the example by pushing off with the Weazle’s 
boats, having under him lieutenant Thomas John 
James William Davis, Mr. George Cayme the 
master, and midshipmen William Holmes and John 
Golding. The boats of the Thames, under lieutenants 
Edward Collier and Francis Molesworth, midship- 
men Matthew Liddon, Christopher Wyvill, John 
V eal , John M urr ay , the hono urable TrefusisC ornwall, 
and William Wilkinson, Mr. William Mullins the 
boatswain, and Mr. James Beckett the carpenter ; 
and those of the Pilot, under lieutenants Fi’ancis 
Charles Annesley and George Penruddock, Mr. 
Thomas Herbert the boatswain, and master’s mate 
Thomas Leigh, promptly followed. 
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1810. The marines of the Thames^ under lieutenant 
David M^Adani, were also landed, to cover the 
British seamen while they were launching the vessels; the 
ships all the time firing on the batteries, and on every 
take spot where musketry was collected to oppose the 
party on shore. The Neapolitans had not only thrown 
the ^ up an embankment outside the vessels, to prevent 
the British from getting them off, but also one within 
^* 0 . them, to afford shelter to the numerous troops col- 
lected ; who, when driven from their entrenchments, 
still greatly annoyed the British from the walls of the 
town. At length every difficulty was surmounted ; 
and by 6 p. m. all the vessels were brought off, except 
one transport laden with bread, too niucli shattered 
by shot to float, and one gun-boat, two armed 
vessels, and two transplitts, that could not be got 
oft’ the beach, but all of which were destroyed. 

This very gallant and important enterprise was 
currcd" accomplished with so slight a loss on the part of the 
British, as one marine killed, and six seamen and 
marines wounded. The loss on the part of the 
Neapolitans no where appears ; nor, indeed, can 
we discover that any account of the afl’air has 
been published. The Moniteur of August the 5th 
contains an article, under the head of ‘‘ Scylla, te 
UO Juillet," announcing the departure of captain 
Caraccioli, with a division of gun-boats, to meet 
and protect this convoy ; but, although accounts from 
the neapolitan coast continued to arrive, no mention 
is made of the disaster that befell that convoy and 
those gun-boats. 

Letter In his letter to rear-admiral Martin giving an 
Wafdc- account of this affair, captain Waldegrave, with a 
grave, liberality and a modesty that do him' great credit, 
thus expresses himself : Gratified as I feel at an 
opportunity of testifying the gallantry and zeal of 
captains Prescott and Nicolas, and lieutenant Collier, 
together with all the officers and crews of the ships, 
(more particularly those in the boats,) for their sakes 
I cannot help regretting it should not have fallen to 
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their lot to have been under the command of one, 
whose testimony would have greater weight in jui^ 
ensuring them that applause and reward to which such 
conduct so justly entitles them.” For his gallantry 
ill the command of the boats, captain Prescott was 
promoted to post-rank, and his commission bears date 
on the day on which the service was executed. 

On the night of the 28th. of September, captain 
Robert Hall, of the 14-gun brig-sloop Rambler, landsat 
lying in Gibraltar bay, having been detached with 
some gun-boats in search of enemy’s privateers takes 
to the westward, landed with 30 officers, seamen, ® 
and marines, after a pull of 20 hours at the sweeps, 
at a spot near the entrance of the river Barbate, or 
Barbet, about, five miles to the north-west of 
Tarifa. Lieutenant Hall ibd his party then crossed 
the sand-hills to get at a french privateer, lying 
about three miles up the river, protected by two 
6-pounders, her own crew, and 30 french dragoons. 

After sojne sharp firing, the enemy retreated with 
the loss of five dragoons, seven horses, and two of 
the privateer’s crew. The' British then swam off to 
the privateer and carried her with no greater loss 
than one marine killed and one wounded. Among 
the officers present in this enterprise, we find the 
names of lieutenant .Tames Seagrove and lieutenant 
of marines William Halsted. 

Of all the official letters which we have had occasion His 
to consult, this of captain Hall’s is the most difficult to 
understand. He speaks of landing with part of' the 
crew of a gun-boat No. 14, that of the Rambler 
and the marines and seamen of the Topaze, in all 30,” 
and dates his letter on board " His majesty’s sloop 
Rambler.” We suppose, however, that both the 
Rambler and the Topaze, mentioned in the body of 
the letter, were gun-boats. A little more explicitness 
would have enabled us to do justice to what appears 
to have been a very gallant exploit. Our contem- 
porary seems also to have been led astray by the 
official letter. He says ; “ Captain Robert Hall, in 
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the Rambler, a small brig of war, of 10 guns, took 
out. of the river of Barbet, near Malaga, a french 
privateer, and some small vessels, with a degree of 
spirit and enterprise seldom exceeded.”* ' No date 
is given but the year, and that is 1809.” On this 
point the official letter is clear ; as well as tliat 
one vessel only was taken, and that Barbet was 
“ to the westward,” and not as Malaga notoriously 
is, to the eastward, of the rock of Gibraltar. 

Bios- On the 4th of November the 18-gun ship-sloop 
detoch- Blossom, captaiii William Stewart, cruising ofi’Cape 
boiir observed in the south-east and immediately 

after a chased a lattecn xebec. At 4 e. m., when the ship 
tcer' arrived within four miles of the xebec, it fell 
calm. Captain Stewart despatched the cutter, under 
master’s mate Richard Hambly, to reconnoitre the 
vessel, strictly charging him not to risk the life of 
a man, should he find her armed and disposed to 
make obstinate resistance. Almost immediately after- 
wards the Blossom’s yawl, manned with volunteers, 
and commanded by the first lieutenant Samufel Davis, 
having under him midshipman John Marshall, joined 
the cutter ; and the two boats pulled with all their 
strength to overtake the xebec. 

At about 7 p. M., just as the boats had arrived 
within gun-shot, the privateer, which, was the Cesar 
of Barcelona, of four guns and .59 men, opened a fire 
Death upoii them; killing lieutenant Davies and three sea- 
DalTcs! luen, and badly wounding (by a musket-ball through 
the collar-bone) Mr. Hambly and four men. With the 
Mar- 26 seamen and marines remaining, Mr. Marshall 
boards ^pPuiig Oil board of, antl after a smart contest carried, 
and the privateer ; but not without the additional loss of 
thTpril five men wounded. The privateer had four men killed, 
ratcer. and nine wounded ; the greater paid after boarding, 
as the seven marines divided between the two 
boats only fired twice before they and the seamen 
were on the xebec’s decks. This was a very gallant 
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exploit on the part of Mr. Marshall and^ had it been 
properly represented, he certainly would not have 
had to wait upwards of six years before he received 
a lieutenant’s commission. 

On the l-3th of December, at 1 p. m., captain Capt. 
Thomas Rogers, of the 74-guu ship Kent, having deXu. 
under his orders, off the south-east coast of Spain, 
the Ajax 74, captain Robert Waller Otway, 40-gun of his 
frigate Cambrian, captain Francis William Fane, 
and 18-gun sloops Sparrowhawk and Minstrel, cap- Paia- 
tains James Pringle and Colin Campbell, despatched 
the boats of the squadron, containing 350 seamen 
and 250 marines, with two field-pieces, under the 
command of captain Fane, to capture or destroy an 
enemy’s convoy in the mole of Palamos; consisting 
of one new national ketch mounting 14 guns, with 60 
men, two xebecs of three guns and 30 men each, and 
eight merchant vessels laden with provisions for 
Barcelona : the whole protected by two 24-pounders, 
one in a battery that stood over the mole, and 
the other, ’with a 13-inch mortar, in a battery on a 
very commanding height; besides, from tlie best 
information then received, about 250 soldiers in the 
town. 

The boats, very soon after quitting the Kent, 
landed their men on the beach in the finest order, take’ 
under cover of the Sparrowhawk and Minstrel, w ith- 
out harm, the French having posted themselves in ncs, 
the town ; from which they also retired on the 
approach of the British, and the latter forthwith 
took quiet possession of the batteries and the vessels 
in the mole. The mortar was spiked, and the cannon 
thrown down the heights into the sea, the magazine 
blown up, and the Avhole of the vessels, except two 
which were brought out, burnt and destroyed: in 
short, the object of the enterjjrise was completely 
fulfilled, and that with the loss of only four or five 
men from occasional skirmishing. But, in withdraw- 

* The author of the “ Royal Naval Biography/’ occasionally 
quoted in these pages. 
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1810 . ing from a hill occupied by a part of the detachment, 
to keep the enemy in check until the batteries and 
Are vessels were destroyed, the British retired in some 
attack- disorder, thereby encouraging the french soldiers, 
their' who had just received a reinforcement from St.-Felice, 
7nd7e advance upon them. Instead of directing their 
fc"ated! retreat upon the beach, where the Sparrowhawk and 
Minstrel lay ready to cover their embarkation, the 
brave but thoughtless and vyifortunate men” passed 
through the town down to the mole. From the 
walls and houses, the French opened a severe fire 
upon the boats crowded with men, and in a dastardly 
manner fired upon and killed several w'ho had been 
left on the mole and were endeavouring to swim to 
the boats. 

Serious The result was that, out of the 600 british 
thToc- officers and men who had landed, two officers, 19 
casion. seamen, and 12 marines were killed, 15 officers, 42 
seamen, and 32 marines wounded, and two officers, 
41 seamen, and 43 marines made prisoners ; total, 
33 killed, 89 wounded, and 87 (including one seaman 
that deserted) missing ; comprising a full third of 
the party. Among the prisoners was captain Fane 
made liiinself, who, with characteristic firmness, remained 
prison- Qjj niole to the last in the performance of his 
arduous duty. Because this was a defeat, we pre- 
sume, not an officer is named in the official letter, or 
even in the returns of loss, except the commanding , 
officer of the landed party, and lieutenant George 
Godfrey, first of the Kent. 

Sylvia On tlie 6th of April, while the british cutter 
stroys Sylvia, of ten 18-pounder carronades and 44, out of 
one a complement of 50 men and boys, commanded by 
priva- lieutenant Augustus Vere Drury, was proceeding 
tew- through the Straits of Sunda, in the indian ocean, an 
ukes armed prow, of one l«ng 6-pounder and 30 men, de- 
other cutter’s insignificant appearance, swept 

° out from under the isle of Cracatoa to attackher. The 
Sylvia soon drove on shore, captured, and destroyed 
the prow, bringing away her 6-pounder. On the 7th 
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an armed prow, of larg-e dimensions, carrying two 
6-pounders, with 30 men, approached so close to the 
Sylvia, that, judging it necessary to deviate from his 
course and destroy this pirate also, lieutenant Drury 
detached a boat, with an officer and a party of volun- 
teers, to harass the prow. The latter now endea- 
voured to escape, but was prevented by the brisk 
fire of musketry kept up by the boat ; which, after 
killing two and wounding one of the pirates, took 
possession of their vessel without the slightest loss. 

On the 1 1th a large lugger-prow, armed with ® 
three 18-pounders and 72 men, weighed from under ' " ' 
Cracatoa, and indicated an intention of trying if she 
could succeed in capturing tlie british cutter, now at 
an anchor. Lieutenant Drury placed on board the 
prize sub-lieutenant John Christain Chesnaye and a 
party of volunteers, and sent her to attack the 
lugger. Mr. Chesnaye resolutely met the pirate, and 
compelled him to seek safety in flight. The inter- 
vention of a small island preventing the cutter from 
seeing the further progress of the action, lieutenant 
Drury got under way with the Sylvia, and stood out 
to support his detached party. These were on the 
point of boarding the pirate, when the Sylvia arrived 
within gun-shot. The obstinate refusal of the enemy 
to yield compelled the cutter to open her fire ; and, 
from its effects, the lugger presently sank with the 
greater part of her crew. In this last dlfair, the 
Sylvia had one man killed and seven men wounded. 

On the 26th, at daybreak, while the Sylvia was chasen 
cruising off Middleburgh island upon the coast of 
Java, three armed brigs, accompanied by two lug- armed 
sail vessels, were discerned in the vicinity of Edam 
island, hastening towards Batavia. The Sylvia in- 
stantly proceeded to attack the sternmost brig ; and, 
after a sharp contest of 20 minutes’ duration, cap- 
tured the dutch national brigEcho, of eight 6-pounders Ca^p- 
and 46 men, commanded by lieutenant Christian Echo. 
Thaarup. This gallant little affair cost the Sylvia 
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1810. four men killed and three wounded, and the dutch 
brig three killed and seven wounded. 

Also The instant that a separation could be effected 
amed Sylvia and her prize, pursuit was given 

trMs- to the two headmost brigs. But these, aided by a 
ports, favourable breeze and an intervening shoal, effected 
their escape to the batteries of Onroost; leaving the 
Sylvia to take possession of the two lug-rigged 
transports, mounting two long 9-pounders and de- 
fended by 60 men each, out 12 days from Sourabaya, 
laden with artillery equipage and valuable european 
goods. Considering that the Sylvia’s originally small 
crew had been reduced by 12 men disabled by pre- 
vious wounds, the whole of this business reflects the 
greatest credit upon lieutenant Drury, sub-lieutenant 
Chesnaye, and the few remaining officers and men on 
board the cutter. 

The Sylvia was one of the 12 cutters built at 
Bermuda in the year 1805, of the pencil cedar, and 
measured only 111 tons. We little expected, cer- 
tainly, to find one of this small class of vessel cruis- 
ing and distinguishing herself in the seas of Java. 
On the 2d of May lieutenant Drury, as he well de- 
UonTf' promoted to the rank of commander ; . 

ileut" but sub-lieutenant Chesnaye, although spoken of in 
the highest terms by his commander, does not appear 
to have been rewarded with the rank of a full lieu- 
tenant until nearly three years afterwards. 

French Welast year left at PortLouis,in the Isle ofFrance, 
gates french 40-gun frigates Venus, commodore Jacques- 

w*of Hamelin, Bellone, captain Victor- 

FrLce Ouy Dupcrre, and Manche, captain Frangois-Desire 
Breton.* The late portuguese frigate Minerva, or 
Minerve as now named, had since beea fitted out, 
and the command of her given to the Bellone’s late 
first lieutenant, Pierre-Fran^ois-Henry-Etiemie Bou- 
vet ; a very active young officer, and who on the 


* See p. 296. 
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1st of February was promoted to the rank of capitaine 
de frigate. There could have been no difficulty in 
manning this fine frigate, as the Canonniere and Se- 
millante, on their departure for Europe as merchant 
ships, had left behind the principal part of their 
crews. There was also, we regret to have to state, 
another source whence the French at the Isle ofers. 
France derived a supply both of sailors and soldiers, 
but chiefly of the latter. When any prisoners were 
brought in, every art was made use of to inveigle 
them into the french service. As the bulk of the 
prisoners consisted of detachments of soldiers taken 
out of the indiamen, and as the majority of those 
were irish catholics, an assurance that France had 
not yet abandoned her intention of conquering Ire- 
land and restoring the catholic religion, was gene- 
rally found a successful expedient ; especially Avhen 
coupled with threats of the most rigid confinement in 
case of refusal. Other deserters, no doubt, had not 
the excuse of the poor Hibernian to make. Nor 
were soldiers on this occasion the only traitors : 
between 20 and 30 of the late Laurel’s crew entered 
with the enemy whom they had so resolutely fought. 

On the 14th of March, taking advantage of the Capt. 
absence of the british blockading squadron from tlie 
station on account of the hurricane season, captain sails 
Duperre, with the Bellone and Minerve frigates, and cniL 
the recaptured ship-corvette Victor, now commanded 
by captain Nicolas Morice, the same officer, with a 
step in his rank, who had commanded her when 
captured as the Jena by the british frigate Modeste 
in October, 1 808, sailed from Port-Louis on a cruise 
in the bay of Bengal. On the 1st of June, h,aving 
taken and %ent in two prizes, and there being no 
prospect of making any more this season, commodore 
Duperre steered for the bay of St.- Augustin, island 
of Madagascar, to repair his ships and refresh his 
crews. Having accomplished this object, the french 
commodore, in the latter end of the month, again 
sailed, and stood leisurely up the Mosambique chan- 
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1810 . nel, until he came in sight of the island of Mayotta, 
when an occurrence happened, which proved that his 
cruising ground had been well chosen. 

Falls iu On the 3d of July, at 6 a. m., or just as the day 
Jhree dawned, the island of Mayotta bearing east half north 
India, distant about 12 leagues, the three british outward- 
bound indiamen Ceylon, captain and senior officer 
Henry Meriton, Windham, captain John Stewart, 
and Astell, captain Robert Hay, steering their 
course to the northward, with a Iresh breeze from 
the south-south-east, discovered about nine miles off' 
in the north-north-east, under a press of sail, close 
hauled on the larboard tack, the Bellone, Minerve, 
and Victor. At 6 h. 30 m. a. m., agreeably to a signal 
from the commodore, the three indiamen hauled 
their wind upon the larboard tack, under double- 
reefed topsails, courses, jib, and spanker. At 7 h. 
30 m. A. M. the Ceylon made the private signal to 
the three strangers, then passing on the opposite 
tack at the distance of about four miles. No answer 
being returned, the british ships cleared for action. 
At 9 h. 30 m. a. m., in consequence of the Astell 
making a signal that she was over pressed, the Ceylon 
and Windham shortened sail. * 

The Captain Meriton now telegraphed his two com- 
j,re- panions ; As we cannot get away, I think we had 
pare to better go under easy sail, and bring them to action 
thfm- before dark.” The Astell answered, " Certainly.” 
Bcivcs. Tbe Windham replied ; " If we make all sail and 
get into smooth water under the land, we can en- 
gage to more advantage.” ^ At 10 a. m. the three 
indiamen, on account of the increasing power of the 
breeze, hove to and took in the third reef of their 
topsails ; and even then the ships lay o^r so much, 
and the sea ran so high, that they could not keep 
open their lowerdeck lee ports. At 1 1 h. <30 m. the 
Minerve tacked in the wake of the indiamen and at 
the distance of about six miles from them; and shortly 
afterwards the Bellone, about four miles upon the 
lee beam, and the Victor about the same distance 
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upon the weather quarter, also tacked. Perceiving l®*®* 
the Minerve coming up astern very fast, captain '73^ 
Meriton telegraphed : Form the line abreast, to 
bear on ships together, Ceylon in the centre.^’ 
Accordingly the Windham, Ceylon, and Astell, 
formed a close line in the order named, and awaited 
the coming up of the enemy ; the two nearest ships 
of which, the Victor and Minerve, were fast approach* 
ing on the weather or starboard quarter. 

At 2 h. 15 m. p. M. the Minerve, having arrived 
abreast of the british centre, and as well as tl\e 
Victor who was ahead of her, hoisted french colours, 
fired one shot at the Windham, and then her whole mmce 
larboard broadside into the Ceylon. The latter % 

1 • i • 1 * 1 action* 

was at this time so close astern oi her consort as 
almost to touch her; but the Astell was considerably 
to-leeward and astern of the Ceylon. The corvette 
opening her fire, the action became general between 
the Minerve and Victor on one side, and the Wind- 
ham, Ceylon, and Astell on the other. The Ceylon, 
however, from her situation directly a-beam of the 
frigate, certainly bore the brunt of the engagement. 

In a little while, finding the fire of the British too victor; 
•heavy for her, the corvette bore up and passed to*!^®^'^® 
leeward of the Astell. At 3h. 40 m. p. m. captain capt. 
Hay of the latter ship was severely wounded, and Hay 
the command of the Astell devolved upon Mr. 
William Hawkey, the chief mate. 

At 4 p. m. the Minerve shot ahead, and then bore 
down as if with the intention of boarding the Wind- 
ham. This being a mode of attack to which the 
indiamen, from the number of troops they had on 
board, were not much averse, the Windham made 
sail for the purpose of striking the french frigate on 
the larboard quarter, and the Ceylon and Astell 
closed their consort to cooperate with her in the 
manoeuvre. But the Windham, having had her sails 
apd rigging greatly damaged, did not possess way 
enough to accomplish the object, and the Minerve 
passed athwart her hawse at the distance of only 
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a few yards. In the nSean time all three indiamen, 
by means of their troops, had maintained upon the 
Mi- Minerve an incessant and well-directed fire of mns- 
ketry. Just as the latter got out of gun-shot, the 
hertop- Astell hauled sharp up, and, passing astern of the 
maste. 'VV’indham, became the headmost and weathermost 
ship. At 4 h. 30 m. p. m., having passed obliquely 
down the british line, the Minerve wore, with the 
intention of cutting off the Windham, who was now 
the sternmost and leewardmost ship. No sooner, 
however, had the Minerve hauled to the wind on the 
starboard tack, than her main and mizen topmasts 
Came down close to the caps. 

Bel- A respite was thus afforded to the three indiamen ; 
opens duration, for at 6 p. m. the 

herfire. Beilone, followed by the Victor, commenced a heavy 
and destructive fire on the Windham. Passing on, 
the Beilone took up a position on the lee beam of the 
Ceylon, as the commodore’s ship ; directing her fore- 
most guns at the Astell. Meanwhile the Victor 
kept up a smart, but, on account of the distance she 
maintained, not very effective, fire on the^ lee qaarter 
of the Windham. At 6 h. 30 m. p. m., while endea- 
vouring to close the french frigate, in order to give 
Me- ' full effect to his musketry, captain Meriton received 
womd ^ grape-shot wound in the neck ; and the 

command of the Ceylon, in consequence, devolved 
upon the chief mate, Mr. Thomas Widlock Oldham; 
who, in a minute’ or two afterwards, being himself 
severely wounded, was obliged to leave the deck in 
charge of the second mate, Mr. Tristram Penning. 
At about 7 p. M., having had her masts, rigging, 
and sails badly wounded and cut, all her upperdeck, 
and five of her lowerdeck, guns disabled, and her hull 
firing, so Vdly struck, that she made three feet water an 
hour ; and having also sustained a serious loss in killed 
and wounded, the Ceylon bore up and ceased firing, 
passing astern of the Beilone ; who was still engaging 
the Windham, at this time close abreast of the 
AstelJ to-leeward, and consequently sheltering the 
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latter from the fire of the frigate. The Windb^, 
it appears, hailed the Astell repeatedly, proposing 
a joint attempt to board the Bellone ; but, not und^- 
standing, we suppose, the purport of the hail, the 
Astell put out her lights and made sail, and received, 
just as she had passed clear of her consort, a heavy 
parting fire from the frigate. . , 

At about 7 h. 20 m. p. m., being in, the unmanage- ceyion 
able state already described, the Ceylon hauled 
down her colours, and was taken possession of by 
a boat from the Minerve, :then coming up on her 
starboard quarter. Shortly afterwards, in passing 
the Windham, the Ceylon hailed that she had 
struck. The Astell, just before she put out her 
lights, had received the same information, and had 
then her fore and main masts badly wounded, and 
her rigging and sails greatly disabled. The Wind- 
ham, who by the Astell’s departure was now left 
quite alone, finding that her damaged masts and the 
state of her rigging would not admit of her making 
sail, continued the action, chiefly for the purpose of 
favouring the escape of the Astell; when, at 7 h. Also 
45 m. P.M., having had nine of her guns dismounted, 
and sustained a serious loss in killed and wounded, 
the Windham hauled down her colours, and was 
taken possession of by the Bellone. In the mean 
fi time the Victor had proceeded in chase of the Astell ; Asteii 
xbut, owing to the time occupied in securing her two 
captured consorts and the extreni,e darkness of the 
night, the Astell effected her escape. 

The Ceylon, Windham, and Astell were each Force 
809-ton ships, and were armed nearly in the same 
ineffective manner. The force of the Windham has “en. 
already appeared, and that will suffice for the force . 
of either of her consorts. Commodore Duperre gave 
each of his prizes 30 guns ; whereas we know, 
were all the guns that the Windhaitt mounted, 
and we believe the Ceylon and Astell mounted no 
more. Each indiaman had bn board a detachment 
of about 250 troops, exclusive of 100 Lascars, and 
VOL. V. 2 0 



umf wAifoKs km SINGLE sm?8. 

1810. fil^ t0 20 british seamen, The Windham appe^l^l 
tg have had only 12 british seamen and 160 eflectiTO 
Slldi^rs I the remainder of the troops were probably 

#k. 

Loss />' We have now U> ^bow the loss on board ea^|i ship* 
brituh Ceylon had fotif seamen, one Lascar, alM two 
side!* soldiers killed, her oaptain, chief mate, seVep sefe 
men, one Lascar, ^ne lieutehant-colonel and 10 
soldiers of the 24th regiment /one mortally) 
wounded; total, six killed and 2lVounded. The 
Windham had one soaill'am three soldiers, and two 
Lascars killed, seven' soldiers and two Lascars 
severely, and three of her officers and six others 
slightly wounded ; total, six killed and 18 wounded. 
The AstelJ had four seamen and four soldiers killed, 
her captain, fifth mate, nine seamen, one Lascar, 
five cadets, and 20 soldiers wounded ; total, eight 
. killed and 37 wounded : making the aggi^ate loss 
on the british side amount to 20 killed and 76 
Loss wounded. The loss on the french side appears to 
on the have been as follows : Bellone, four killed and six 
lide. wounded ; Minerve, 17 killed and 29 wounded ; 
Victor one killed and three wounded : total, 22 
killed and 38 wounded. 

Good Great praise was undoubtedly due to the captains, 
officers, and crews of these three indiamen, for their 
of the very gallant defence against a force so decidedly^ 
mw? superior. Nor must we omit the officers in corai 
mand of the troa^ and their men; who, we have 
no doubt, by theirsteady fire, inflicted a great 
portion of the loss which the enemy sustained. The 
East India company, to testify their approbatfou olftho 
conduct of the crews of the three snips, presented 
each of the captains with the sum of 500/., and be- 
stov^ed a handsome remuneration upon the remaining" 
odlcers and men. 

Remu. The officers of the Astell certainly possessed a 
Son to ailv^ntage, in being able to publish their 

thecap. gtateme^|t before the officers of the Ceylon and 
Windham could do so. As one proof of it a con-* ^ 
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ypiporary says thus : " The East In4ia company 
settled a pension of 460/. a year on captain Hay, '73^ 
and presented 2000/. to the officers and crew, as a j 
mark of approbation for their distinguished bravery. 
Andrew Peters, one of the seamen of the Astell,^“’* 
nailed the pendant to the maintopmast-bead, and=o““‘- 
was killed, aa^he descended the rigging. The lordT^ 
commissioaerS of the admiralty, to testify their appro^f 
bation of the defence of the Astefl, granted to the 
ship’s company a protection, ftom impressment for 
three years.”* Put our relianee upon this statement 
is somewhat shaken by the glaring inaccuracies con- 
tained in the following passages: •“ Du Perree, in the 
Bellone, of 44-guns, with the Victor corvette, came 
up about 4 p. M. The Minerve was still a long way 
astern. The weight of the battle fell on the Ceylon 
and Astell.” — " She (the Bellone) bore up, ran 
to-leeward, and in the act of wearing her topmasts 
fell.” The loss of the Windham is also enumerated 
at only four men killed and four wounded. The 
colours of the Astell, it appears, were three times shot 
away. This may excuse M. Duperr^, for stating 
in bis official letter, that the Astell struck, but does 
not in the least justify the epithet, “ indigne fuyard,” 
which the french captain applies to her gallant, and, 
loi^ before that time, disabled commander. 

; , Early in the morning of the 4th the french com- Fren«t 
modore made sail with the two captured indjamen, 
and on the next day anchored in the bay of Jolmnna, 
in the islapd of that name. Here it took M. Duperre K 
so l 9 pg to refit his ships, particularly the prizes, 
who^e masts had all to be fished, that he was not 
able to sail again until the morning of the 17th. In Arrives 
Jbree, days, however, the french squadron and prizes 
%ade the high land at the back of Grand-Port, or prize# 
Port Sud-Est, in the Isle of France. At this critical 
moment we must leave M. Duperre, until we have France, 
givan some account pf thi% naval occurrences at 

* Vol. It. B. 463. 

2c^ 
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1810 . the isles ofFrance and Bourbon, during his four 
months’ absence from the station. 

British lo the latter end of March or beginning of April a 
british naval force arrived off tlie the Isle of France 
nTvai from the Cape, commanded by captain Henry Lam- 
arthe 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Iphigenia, 

Isle of having under his orders the 50-gun ship Leopard, 
France, captain James Johnstone, 12-pounder 36-gun frigate 
Magicienne, captain Lucius Curtis, and one or 
two smaller vessels. The french force in Port- 
Louis harbour consisted, at this time, of the two 
40-gun frigates Venus andManche, and brig-corvette 
Entreprenant. 

On or about the 24th of April the 12-pounder 
.36-gnn frigate N6reide, ca[)tain Nisbet Josiah 
Willoughby, from the Cape of Good Hope, which 
she had quitted on the 10th, joined captain Lambert’s 
squadron, and was immediately detached to cruise off 
the south-east coast of the island. On arriving 
abreast of the entrance of Riviere-Noire, a ship 
was discovered at an anchor there, moored in such a 
manner between the powerful batteries of the place, 
that her stern was alone visible to the Nereide. 
She was evidently a ship of war, and was supposed to 
mrd- be a corvette. The Nereide, in working up to the 
ares at spot, discharged several broadsides at the french 
Astr^e ship, aud received in return a fire from the neigh- 
bouring batteries, but neither sustained, nor, it is 
Noire, believed, inflicted any injury. Instead of being a 
corvette, this ship was a fine frenph frigate of 1085 
tons, the Astive, already mentioned as having quitted 
Cherbourg in company with the Nereide, a frigate of 
the same force. Having been, as soon as he made the 
south-west point of the island, apprized by signal, 
that a british force was cruising off Port-Louis, 
captain Breton had put into Riviere-Noire and 
moored the Astree in the manner above stated. 

On the 30th, while the british frigate Nereide 
was reconnoitring the coast of this part of the island, 
a large merchant ship was discovered lying at the 
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anchorage of Jacolet, within pistol-shot of two 
batteries^ which commanded the entrance to the 
harbour. Notwithstanding these obstacles, having capt. 
on board an excellent pilot, one of the black inhabit- 
ants of the Isle of Franco, captain Willoughby b"y'' re- 
resolved to attempt cutting the ship out. For®“'^®* 
this purpose he embarked in the boats at midnight, o«t a 
takingwithhim lieutenants John Burns, Thomas Lamb jacXt 
Polden Laugharne, and Henry Collins Deacon, and 
lieutenants of marines Thomas S. Cox and Thoma.s 
Henry William Desbrisay, together with 50 seamen 
and the same number of marines. 

Having with much difficulty found and entered the 
narrow and intricate passage into the anchorage, carries 
captain Willoughby had just reached the only 
feasible spot for effecting a landing, and even there 
the surf was half filling the boats, when the french 
national schooner Estafette, of four brass 4-pounders 
and 14 men, commanded byenseigne devaisseau Henri 
Chauvin, and lying at an anchor close abreast 
of the battery on the left, shouted, and gave the 
alarm. Both batteries, assisted by two field-pieces, 
immediately played upon the spot on which the 
British were landing ; and, no sooner had the latter 
formed on the beach, than they became also exposed 
to a heavy fire of musketry. As every officer had 
already received his orders, the whole party was 
instantly upon the run, and in 10 minutes got pos- 
session of the nearest battery mounting two long 
12-pounders. 

Having spiked the guns, captain Willoughby and Attacks 
his men marched towards the guard-house in the 
rear ; which was protected by two 6-pounder field- french 
pieces, 40 troops of the 18th regiment of the line, 

26 artillery men, and a strong detachment of militia. 

This party, while the seamen and marines werCcom- 
taking the battery, had attacked the small division 
of men left in charge of the boats, and had driven er, $tc, 
them and their boats into the centre of the harbour. 

The same party now opened a fire upon the british 
plain body, Tfeis was the signal for the seamen and 
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isio. marines to charj?e. Captain Willoughby and his 
brave followers did so ; and the french and colonial 
soldiers instantly gave way, flying with a speed 
which the British could not equal, and leaving not 
only their two field-pieces, but their commanding 
officer, lieutenant Rockman, of the 18th regiment, 
who was made a prisoner while in the act of spiking 
the two field-pieces; and who, observes captain 
Willoughby in his despatch, “ deserved to command 
better soldiers.” 

witif Hitherto twilight had hid from view the force of 
his men the Bfitisli, but full day now showed the Nerfeicle’s 
a deep gmall band of volunteers to the enemy; whose 
and strongest battery was still unsubdued, and to gain 
carries jt was iieccssary to pass the river le Gaiet, 

scoond running at the foot of a high hill covered with wood, 
^^p'^’and defended by the commandant of the Savannah 
district, colonel Etienne Colgard, with two long 
12-pouiiders drawn from the battery on the right, 
and a strong body of militia. Ow’ing to the recent 
heavy rains, the river had become so swollen and its 
stream so rapid, that the tallest man could scarcely 
wade across. The short, however, were helped over; 
and the whole party, more than half of whom were 
upon the swim, and all exposed to a heavy fire, suc- 
ceeded in reaching the opposite bank, but not with- 
out the loss of the greater part of the ammunition. 
No sooner was the river crossed, than three cheers 
warned the enemy to prepare for the bayonet. On 
the gallant fellows rushed : and the hill, the two 
guns, and the battery, with its colours, were carried 
“ in style ;” and the commandant, colonel Colgard, 
was taken prisoner. “^Nor,” says captain Willoughby, 
with the candour of a brave man, do I think an 
oflicer or man of the party, except myself, had an 
anxious thought for the result of this unequal affair.” 
Defeats Having spiked the guns and a mortar, burnt and 
o?her destroyed their carriages, also the works and maga- 
zine, and embarked the two- field-pieces, along with 
aaemy. quantity of naval and military stores, captain 
Willoughby was upon the point of returning to the 
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Nereide, when the party which had been driven from 
the first battery appeared to have recovered from their 
panic, and, strongly reihforced by the militia and the 
bourgeois inhabitants ,of the island, were drawn up 
in battle array on the left, I^nowing that this was 
the first hostile landing which h&d ever been eflbcted 
upon the Isle of France ; knowing, also, that its 
principal defence consisted in its militia, captain 
Willoughby resol ved to run some risk in letting the 
latter know, what they were to expect if ever the 
island was attacked by a regular british force. 

He accordingly moved towards the assembled 
french militia and regulars; and these, on ad- 
vancing within musket-shot, opened their fire. As a 
proof of his good generalship, captain Willoughby 
resolved to get into the rear of his opponents, in 
order to cutthem oft' in the retreat, to which, he knew, 
they would again resort. The captain and his party 
immediately turned into the interior, in an oblique 
direction to the islanders, who at first halted and 
remained upon their ground. But, the moment the 
British, by moving in quick time, discovered their 
intention, the french militia, followed by the regulars, 
took to their heels, as had been conjectured, and, a 
second time, beat the british seamen and marines in 
fair running. On their way back to their boats, to 
reach which they had again to wade across the river 
Galet, the bold invaders burnt the signal-house and Re- 
flagstaff, situated nearly a mile from the beach: a proof 
to what a distance the fugitives had led them. Hav- prize 
ing well sounded the harbour, captain Willoughby 
took along with him the french schooner, which the we- 
midshipman left in charge of the boats had secured 
just as she was sweeping to sea, and rejoined the 
Ner^ide in the offing. The ship, a fine vessel of 
400 tons, proved to be an anierican ; and, although 
she was detainable for a breach of blockade, captain 
Willoughby did not captuffli her. 

/ This Very gallant, and, as we shall see, far from 
unimportant enterprise Was executed with so compei- cnaei. 
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rativelytrifling a loss, as one marine killed, lieutenant 
Apni. Deacon, (slightly,) four seamen, and two marines 
Wounded. T^he loss of tho enemy could hot be ascer- 
tained-, nor was it exactly known what force theBritish 
had defeated. From information, corroborated by 
what felt from the french officers, a body of 600 
troops could reinforce the batteries -at the post, by 
signal, within an hour ; and the signal for an enemy 
>yas flying during the whole four hours that the Bri- 
tish remained on shore. Nor did the seamen or 
marines, much to the credit of themselves and their 
officers, commit the slightest injury to the houses 
or private property of the inhabitants, 
effecta soon as the Nereide joined the squadron off 

of the Port-Louis, captain Lambert sent in a flag of truce, 
prise? captured militia commandant, lieutenant of 

infantry, and enseigne de vaisseau, and received in 
exchange for them 39 british seamen and soldiers. 
This was an immediate good result of the enterprise 
at Jacolet, The benefits of a more permanent nature, 
arising from the exploit of captain Willoughby, were, 
an instance of the practicability, hitherto doubted, of 
making a descent upon the Isle of France, and a proof 
that the principal part of the troops in the island 
consisted of militia ; of whose prowess, also, as de- 
fenders of any spot of ground, some very conclusive 
evidence had been obtained. 

Com- Some time in the month of May captain Josias 
dorc Bowley, late of the 64-gun ship Raisonable, having 
Rowley by the orders of vice-admiral William O’Brien Drury, 
Isle of the commander in chief at the Cape of Good Hope, 
Trance, superseded captain John Hatley in the command of 
the 38-gun frigate Boadicea, arrived, with the latter 
frigate and the Sirius, off the Isle of France. The 
Raisonable in the meantime, being nearly worn out 
in the service, had sailed for England, commanded 
by captain Hatley ; and, the Leopard having also 
quitted the Isle of France station for the Cape of 
Good Hbpe, the british force cruising off Port-Louis 
consisted of frigates and sloops only^, the Boadicea, 
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Sirius, Ipbigenia, Magipienne, Nereide, Otter, and 
a few others. ‘j^ 

On the 15th of June, while commodore Rowley, saiia 
with the Boadicea atid Nereide, was watering 
Isle Platte, or Flat island, a small island close off guez. 
the northern extremity of the Isle of France, prepa- 
ratory to his departure for the isle of Rodriguez, a 
very serious accident happened to the captain of the 
Nereide. Captain Willoughby was on shore exer- acci- 
cising his men at small-arms, when a musket he was 
holding burst, and inflicted upon him a dreadful, wn- 
and, as it was thought, mortal wound. His lower by ®*" 
jaw on the right side was badly fractured, and his 
neck so lacerated, that the windpipe lay bare ; and 
the surgeon feared, for several days, that it would 
slough away with the dressings, and of course end 
the life of the patient. For three weeks, captain 
Willoughby could not speak. However, by the skil- 
ful attention of the surgeon, Mr. George Peter Martyn 
Young, and a temperate habit of body, but not until 
a painful exfoliation of the jaw had taken place, the 
wound healed. We formerly gave the name of 
captain (then lieutenant) Willoughby among the 
wounded at the unfortunate business of the island Hi»pw- 
of Prota, diwing the still more unfortunate proceed- rounds 
ings in the neighbourhood of Constantinople. The 
wound captain Willoughby then received was by two 
musket or pistol balls: one struck his left cheek, and 
injured the jaw on that side; the other entered his 
right nostril, and, , from the upward position of his 
face at the moment, took a slanting direction towards 
the region of the brain. He lay, for half an hour, 
insensible on the, ground, and was carried to the 
boats and the ship as one of whom no hopes were 
entertained. The surgeon Jntroduced his probe 
several inches into the wound, but the bullet has not, 
we believe, yet been extracted. . 

Having watered his two ships, and left the squa- 
dron off the Isle of France in the temporary charge 
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1810 . of Pym of the Sirius/ commodore Rtm^ey 

made sail for the island of Rodrii^uez, a small un- 
com- inhabited island situated about 100 leagues to the 
north-east of the Isle of France; and which had 
Rowley recently been taken possession of by lieutenant- 
for Ro- Keatings as a sort of barrack for the troops 

d^Iguez. with which it was in contemplation to attack Isle 
Bourbon. On the 24th the Boadicea and N6r^ide 
anchored at Rodriguez ; and on the 3d of July, 
having embarked as many of the european troops as 
they could stow, the two frigates sailed on their 
turns return, accompanied by 14 transports, having on 
with board the remainder of the 3650 european and 
forXe riative troops, including 1850 of the latter, allotted 
attack for the expedition. On board the Boadicea were also 
j'P“" as passengers, lieutenant-colonel Keating, the corn- 
hour- manding officer of the troops, and Robert Townsend 
Farquhar, esquire, appointed to the government of 
the island as soon as it should be captured. The 
regular force on Bourbon at this time amounted to 
only 576 rank and file ; but there was an organized 
militia force of 2717 men. 

r/di's- ^ expedition joined cap- 

embar- tain.Pym’s squadron at the appointed rendezvous, 
kahon. 5 () niiles to-windward of Isle Bourbon ; and 
the Sirius, Iphigenia, and Magicienne received on 
board from the transports all the remaining european 
and a portion of the native troops, together with as 
many of their boats as might be required for land- 
ing the men. This done, the five frigates and tranSi 
ports, early on the morning of the 7tb, bore away 
for the different points of debarkation. The first 
brigade, under the command of lifttttenant-colonel 
Fraser, was to land at Grande-Chaloupe, a spot 
about six miles to the southward and westwhj*d 
of the town of St.-Denis, the capital of the island ; 
while the second, third, and fourth brigades, 
under the respective commands of lieutenant-colonel 
Keating, Campbell, and Drummond, were to land at 
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llivi^>Ptcle8 Pluies, ifeout three miles to the eastward 
of the towm. The first of these poin^ was on the 
lee, the othqj^On the weather, side of the island. 

While the!tnain force drew the enemy’s attention 
off Sainte-Mtfwe* about two miles further to the east- fir*t 
Ward th^n Riviere des Pluies, captain Pym, at 2 p. M., ^^'s**** 
in the short space of about two hours and a half, ward, 
effected the landing at Grande-Chaloupe, without 
opposition, of the whole of colonel Fraser’s brigade, 
consisting of 950 men, with some howitzers and the 
necessary aramunitiom Owing to the Sble dispositions 
of lieutenant John Wyatt Watling, second of the 
Sirius, who with a small detachment of seamen had 
charge of the beach, not an accident occurred to a 
single soldier, nor was any part of the ammunition 
injured. Lieutenant Watling, with his men, then 
kept possession, during the night, of a neighbouring 
height between the town of St. -Paul and colonel 
Fraser’s rear; thereby preventing reinforcements 
being sent from St.-Paul’s to St.-Denis : he also 
drove in all the enemy’s Sharp-shooters, and took 
several cavalry horses. 

TheBoadicea, Iphigenia, Magicienne, and Nereide, Diffi- 
when it was supposed that the first landing had been 
effected, pushed for an anchorage, and were fol- » 
lowed by the transports as they arrived. The wea- lo-** 
ther, which until now had been favourable, began 
to change. The beach on this side of the island, 
being steep and composed of large shingles^ is 
generally of difficult access ; but, captain Willoughby 
having repoctjgd it practicable, a landing was at- 
tempted under this officer’s direction. Embarking 
on board the prize-schooner E$tafette, captain Wil- 
loughby (with the dressings still on his wound, and 
after a night’s exposure in an open boat) succeeded, 
with a small detachment of seamen and about 160 
troops, in effecting a landing; but not without hav- 
ing the schooner, which belonged to the Nereide*s 
ship’s,, company, dashed to pieces in the surf, 

'^ together with several of the boats. Fortunately 
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1810. the onlj lives lost on the occasion were two soJ- 
diers, and two of the N^reide’s seamen, drowned. 
Part of Lieutenant-colonel Keating considering it indispen- 
the sable that a disembarkation should be eifectea on 
till® most difficult side of the cajiital, a light 
some transport brig, the Ulney, was run on shore as 
reach "a breakwater; but, the stern cable parting, she 
tiie formed only a momentary cover for a few boats; and 
® it was found necessary, at the close of day, to re- 
linquish, for the present, any further attempts to 
land at this polht. 

Gal- The small detachment on shore, having lost a 
lant great proportion of their arms, and had the whole of 
duct of their ammunition spoiled, were now rather critically 
of thf circumstanced ; especially as, on account of the bad 
army, state of the weather, no boat could push off to com- 
municate with the squadron. At length, a gallant 
young officer of the army, lieutenant Foulstone, who 
was on board the Boadicea, volunteered to swim 
through the surf and convey to lieutenant-colonel 
Macleod, the commanding officer of the detach- 
ment, colonel Keating’s orders. He did so; and 
the lieutenant-colonel took quiet possession of, and 
occupied for the night, the fort of Sainte-Marie. 

Troops Qii the morning of the 8th, the beach still appear- 
fanded iog Unfavourable, the Boadicea, leaving behind the 
French and transports, proceeded to Grande- 

surren • Chaloupe; where, at about 11 a. m., colonel Keating 
iliand!* troops in the Boadicea disembarked. In 

the course of the day captain Lambert succeeded in 
landing the troops from the Iphigenia and trans- 
ports; but, in the mean time, after 4n outpost bad 
been assaulted and carried by a dethchmeut from 
colonel Fraser’s brigade, the french commanding 
officer on the island, colonel St.-Susaune, had re- 
quested a suspension of arms. , This was agreed to, 
and at 6 p. m. the capitulation was signed, and Isle 
Bourbon became a british possession ; that, too, 
with so slight a loss as one subaltern, one sergeant, 
qnd six ranjc apd file killed, two rank and file and 
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two seamen drowned, and one major, (T. Edwards, ^sio. 
of the 86th,) seven subalterns, two sergeants, two 
drummers, 66 panic and file, and one seaman wounded ; 
total, 22 killed and drowned, and 79 wounded. On 
the 9th Mr. Farquhar landed from the Boadicea, 
and, a.s had been previously arranged, assumed the 
government of the conquered island. 

A part of the duty of the Sirius frigate was to 
take possession of the shipping in the bay of St.- man 
Paul. Observing a brig getting ready to sail, cap-'“P‘^ 
tain Pyrn, at 1 1 p. m. on the 9th, despatched the french 
barge under the orders of lieutenant George R. teer 
Norman, to endeavour to bring the vessel out, or to 
cut her off should she attempt to escape. Finding, 
by boarding the other vessels in the bay, that the 
brig had sailed since 9 p. m., lieutenant Norman 
pushed oil, and, after a hard row of nearly 12 hours, 
overtook, boarded, and, with three men slightly 
wounded, carried in a most gallant manner, the 
Edward privateer, of Nantes, pierced for 16 guns, 
but with only four l2-pounders and 30 men on board; 
a fine brig of 245 tons, then on her way to the Isle 
of France w ith despatches from the government at 
home. 

Immediately after the surrender of Isle Bourbon, Capt. 
the Sirius returned to her station off’ the Isle of^^'^s 
France; and, while standing along the south side, 
discovered a three-masted schooner making every 
exertion to haul herself on shore out of reach of the 
frigate. Captain Pym immediately despatched the ™hoo- 
cutter and pinnace of the Sirius, with 14 men in 
each, the former commanded by lieutenant Norman, 
and the latter by lieutenant John Wyatt Watling. 

The two boats hastened to the beach, and found the 
schooner fast aground, and under the protection of 
about 300 regulars and militia, with two field-pieces, 
Notwithstanding this, lieutenant Norman and his man 
little party succeeded, without sustaining any loss, “r„t. 
in boarding and destroying the vessel, which was ims 
partly laden with supplies for the french army. While 
the service was executing, the tide had enbed con- 
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1810 . siderably ; whereby the British, in their way back 
jiiijr' to their boats, were obliged to pass the whole posse 
militaire within half musket-shot, tjiifortunately, 
too, the pinnace was ag round ; and, in' the efforts to 
get her afloat, one seaman was killed and a midship* 
man badly wounded. 

Soon after the boats had returned to the Sirius, the 
Iphigenia joined from Isle Bourbon ; as, in a day or 
two afterwards, did the Nereide and the Staunch 
gun-brig. On board the Nereide were 12 Madras 
artillery men under lieutenant Aldwdnkle, and 100 
choice troops, consisting of 50 grenadiers of the 69th 
regiment under lieutenant Needhall, and 50 of the 
33d, under lieutenant Morlett, the whole commanded 
by captain Todd of the 69th. This force had been 
placed on board the Nereide by lieutenant-colonel 
Keating, in order to cooperate with captain Wil- 
edTt- attack, in the first instance, upon Isle 

.tack de la Passe, a small rocky.island, situated upwards of 
yp° je four miles to the eastward of the town of Grand-Port, 
la or Port Snd-Est,* on the south-east side of the 
Passe, jgjg of France; and the narrow and intricate chan- 
nel to the harbour of which town, one face of 
the battery on the above small island completely 
commands. 

The main object, in possessing this key to Grand- 
Port, was to enable captain Willoughby, by the aid 
of a black pilot serving with him in the Nereide, to 
enter the intricate channel to the harbour, and, ac- 
companied by an adequate force, to land in the 
vicinity of the town before the post could be 
Cover- strengthened from head-quarters ; and then to distri- 
Farqu- among the inhabitants copies of a proclamation 
bar’s addressed to them by governor Farquhar of Isle 
Bourbon. This proclamation, like all others of the 
tions. same kind, drew as frightful a picture of the present 
misery of the inhabitants, as it did a flattering one 
of their future happiness, provided, when the British 
came to conquer their country, they offered no resist- 


* Called also Port Imperial. 
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ance. In short, as the principal strength of the 
island, after its forts were carried, consisted in its 'au^ 
imembodied militia, the object was, by sapping their 
integrity, to render them comparatively powerless. 

On the 10th of August, having left captain rxpe- 
Lambert, with the Iphigenia, off Port-Louis, captain against 
Pym, with the Sirius, Nereide, and Staunch, arrived 
off Grand-Port. On the same evening the boats of the Passl 
two frigates, containing about 400 seamen, marines, 
and soldiers, under the command of captain Wil- by bad 
loughby, were taken in tow by the Staunch, who had 
on board the Nereides black pilot, and proceeded to 
attack Isle de la Passe. The night becoming very 
dark, and the weather extremely boisterous, so as 
to occasion several of the boats to run foul of each 
other and some to get stove, the pilot began to 
falter, and declared it was impossible to enter 
the channel under such disadvantageous circum- 
stances. Captain Willoughby offered the man a 
thousand dollars, if he would persevere and carry 
the boats in ; but the pilot persisted in his declaration 
of the impracticability of the undertaking, and the 
enterprise was given up. Daylight on the 1 1th dis- 
covered the boats scattered in all directions by the 
weather, but the frigates and gun-brig at length 
picked them up. 

In order to lull the suspicions of the French as to An- 
any meditated attack upon Isle de la Passe, captain attack 
Pym bore away with his small force round the south- 
west end of the island, and joined captain Lambert piTted. 
off Port-Louis. It was now arranged, to further the 
deception, that the two frigates should return off 
Isle de la Passe by different routes, the Sirius to beat 
up by the longest or eastern route, and the Ner6ide, 
accompanied by the Staunch, to proceed by the 
leeward or south-western route ; and, as the Nereide 
sailed very badly, it was calculated that the two 
frigates would arrive off Grand-Port nearly at the 
same time. Previously to the departure of the Sirius, 
two boats from the Iphigenia, under the command of 
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1810 . lieutenant Henry Ducie Chads, second of that ship, 
' au ^ came on board to assist in the intended attack. 

Lieut. On the 13th, in the afternoon, the Sirius arrived 
Nor- off Isle de la Passe j but the Nereide and Staunch, 
parts* having- to beat up from the south-west end of the 
Isle of France, were still at a great distance to- 
ur* leeward. Fearing that the French might gain some 
Smus intimation of his intention, and thus render the enter- 
iphige- prise doubly hazardous, and perhaps impracticable, 
"'*• captain Pym resolved to detach his own boats on 
the service ; the more so, as the weather was un- 
usually favourable, and as he had taken from the 
Nereide her black pilot. Accordingly, at 8 p. m., 
five boats, incinding the Iphigenia^s two, (“ontain- 
ing between them 71 officers, seamen, and marines,* 
commanded by lieutenant Norman, and assisted by 
lieutenants Chads and Watting, and lieutenants of 
marines James Cottell and William Bate, pushed oft’ 
from the Sirius. 

Some Of the nature of the fortifications upon Isle de 
scrip- Passe, we are not able to give so accurate a 
tionof description as we could wish. The guns mounted 
tifiefr upon the island consisted, we believe, of four 24, 
tious. and nine 18 pounders, together with three 13-inch 
mortars and two howitzers. The landing-place was 
on the inner or north-west side of the island, and 
was defended by a chevaux de frise and the two 
howitzers. But, to get to this landing-place, it was 
necessary to pass a battery, on which most of the guns 
were mounted. The garrison on the island consisted, 
at this time, of two commissioned officers and about 
80 regular troops. 

Boats Fortunately for the British, just as the boats were 
■ approaching the principal battery, a black cloud 
obscured the moon, which had been shining very bright, 
and concealed them from view. Lieutenant Norman 
had previously directed lieutenant Watling, who was 
in the launch of the Sirius, to lead, and cover the 

* We formerly said 110, but we are assured that the number 
in the text comprises all that embarked. 
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landing with her 18-pounder carronade. Lieutenant i^io. 
Norman^ with tlie pinnace, kept close to the launch ; 'au^ 
and lieutenant Chads, with the Iphigenia’s cutter 
and the two remaining boats, was close astern of 
the launch and pinnace. .Just as the boats, in 
this order, were approaching the landing place, 
the enemy discovered them, and opened a fire, 
which killed two men and wounded three or four 
in the launch, and did nearly as much execution in 
the pinnace. 

Dashing on, however, the boats gained the landing 
place without further loss. Lieutenants Norman and 
Watling now attempted to scale the works, but 
failed in accomplishing their object. Lieutenant 
Norman was in the act of turning away to try Ueatu 
another spot, when the sentinel over head shot him 
througli tlie heart. The man w as iuinietliately shot 
by one of the launch’s men, and the seamen, lieaded 
by lieutenant Watling, quickly scaled the walls. 

A stout resistance followed; and it was not until 
the British had lost, in all, seven men killed and 18 
wounded, that they succeeded in driving the French 
from the works. After rallying his men, lieutenant 
Watling proceeded to attack the batteries on the 
south-east side, when he was met by lieutenant h’''"*- 
Chads ; who had landed at another point of the ami * 
island, and, in the most gallant manner, had stormed 
and carried tffe works in that direction, without, as c'lSy 
it appears, the loss of a man. The two lieutenants 
having united their forces, the french commandant 
offered no further opposition, but surrendered at 
discretion. This he did in such haste as to forget 
to destroy his signals, the whole of which fell into 
the hands of the conquerors. 

We cannot understand how it happened, that the 
official account of this very dashing exploit did not ™''nt 
find its way into the London Gazette. The fol-cxpVoit 
lowing extract of a letter, from commodore Rowley 
to vice-admiral Bertie, shows that the first-named 

VOL. V. 2d 
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1810. officer forwarded captain Pym’s letter : I had the 
honour to traiisinit to you, ou the 31st of August, 
captain Pyiu’.s report ol’ a gallant and successful 
attack hy Ids boats ou the Isle de la Passe, and I 
beg to second Ids re(;onunendation of lieutenants 
Chads and VVatliug for their conduct on that 
occasion.” As the names stand here, so was the 
seidority of these two lieutenants ; and consequently, 
in our huiuble view, lieutenant Chads took the com- 
mand after the death of lieutenant Norman. But 
here follows a paragaph in a document bearing the 
signature of c.aj^taiu Pym : I do further certify, 
that the coudnet of the said lieutenant Watling 
in the abac k of I’Isle de Passe, under lieutenant 
Norman of tlu; Sirius, was truly gallant, and that 
after the latter was killed, by his (lieutenant W.’s) 
side in the moment of victory, he took the com- 
mand.” 

Its ill As far as respects the merits of these two young 
inon officers, the question is of no moment: each was 
tiie equally gallant and equally successful; but still 
mnmi- ^^*0 I’espousi 1)1 lit v, which in enterprises of this kind 
‘''if attaclu's to the commanding ollicer, confers upon 
him the paramount claim to reward. If captain 
Pym, in his odicial letter placed his lieutenant the 
first, the board of admiralty, knowing that lieutenant 
Chads w:is iioirly two years senioi^ to lieutenant 
Watling, may, on that sole account, have withheld 
the pid)lication of captain Pym’s letter. Whatever 
was the cause, the uou-a])[)carance of the letter in the 
Gazette was truly unfortunate ; as one of the two 
officers undoubtedly lost his ])romotion by it, and 
both were deprived of a strong public testimonial 
in their favour. 

Capt. Considering it not unlikely that, from his long 
ton'r professional experience, the ])Ost captain, who is one 
of our contejuporaries, would throw some light on the 
subject, we naturally turned to his pages. Our sur- 
prise may be jtidged, when wo perused as follows : 
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Captain Pym, ivho had been stationed off the Isle 
of France, and particularly off’ Port Imperial, on 
the south-east or weather side of the island, con- 
(^eived the possibility of more encctually preventing- 
the ingress of the enemy’s ships to the harbour, by 
occupying the Isle de la Passe, which com|)letely 
commanded the narrows ; he therefore stormed and 
carried it with the loss of 18 of his men killed and 
wounded.”* Pet us hasten to do captain Pym the 
justice to declare our persuasion, that he had no 
share in this mistatement, liy reason that a very 
ddferent version of the all'air is giv(‘u in the cap- 
tain’s biogra|jhy,-]- although, as in most ol’ his other 
cases, Mr. Marshall appears to have had a direct 
communication with his otlicer. 

On the 11th, in the morning, the Nereide and nov- 
Stauuch joined coMij)aiiy ; and on tlic 15th captain j,‘, 
Pym gave charge of Isle de la Passe to captain 
Willoughby, and made sail to rejoin the Iphigenia lil'ia 
off Port-Louis. On the Kith, which appears to liave 
been as soon as captain Pym’s order reached him, 
captain Willoughby, having got ba<k his pilot, 
entered the channel, and anchored the Nereide and 
Staunch in a small bight of deep wat(’r just at the 
back of the islaiul. lie then ])laced, as a garrison 
upon Isle de la Passe, 50 of his grenadiers, with 
captain Todd as the commandant, and imiiK-diately 
proceeded, in company with lieidenant Davis of 
the Madras engiiieers, to reconnoitre the enemy’s 
coast; whei-e, like a second lord Cochrane, captain 
Willoughby soon began his bold and annoying 
attacks. 

On the 17th, at 1 a. m., having embarked in the c, pi. 
boats lieutenants Morlett and Needhall, and .50 men 
of the 3.3d and ()9th regiments, lieutenant Aldwinkle py 
and 12 artillerymen from the Staunch, lieutenant 
Davis of the Madras engineers, lieutenants ol ma- naiiic. 
rincs Thomas Robert Pj^e and Thomas iS. C!ox and 

Brenton, vol. iv. p. 

•}• Marshall^ vol. ii. p, 717'. 
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isio. 50 of their corps, lieutenant Henry Collins Deacon^ 
and actino- lieutenant William Weiss, and 50 seamen, 
total 170 officers and mei;, captain Willoughby 
proceeded to attack the 4ort on Pointe du Diable, 
commanding the small, or north-eastern passage 
into Grand-Port. Before daylight the captain and 
Storms his party landed at Canaille dn Bois, and after a 
rriTios march of six miles reached the fort ; which they 
Foit (111 iiiiniediately stormed and carried without tlie loss 
‘‘‘ of a man, although, in defending their post, the 
french commanding oflicer and three men were 
killed, and three gunners taken prisoners. 

Maiong Having, during a three hours’j halt, spiked eight 
tiic 24-ponnders and two 13-inch mortars, burnt the 
anddis- blowii Up llto magaziite, and embarked 
tri- a 13-ineh brass mortar in a new pranie well eal- 
proda- cnlated for carrying troops or guns over flats, 
Uons Willoughby moved on to the old town of 

Grand-Port, a distance of 12 miles, leaving, in the 
houses and villages through which he and his men 
passed, the proclamations with which he had been 
intrusted. On the whole oftheir way along the coast, 
the party were attended by three boats, two be- 
longing to the Nereide and one to the Staunch, fitted 
as gun-boats and commanded l)y lieutenant Deacon; 
who so completely covered the road of march, that, 
except on one occasion, no enemy could show himself. 
Defeats Oil that occasioii a strong party, under general 
tach- Vaiulermaesen, the second in command on the island, 
ofiiie british detachment, but were soon 

enemy, put to tlic rout witli the loss of six men killed and 
wounded. Having, by sunset, succeeded in every 
object for which tlie landing had been undertaken, 
and gained Irom some of the most respectable 
inhabitants and well-wishers to the English the 
most satisfactory ini'ormation, captain Willoughby 
returned on board the Nereide. 

IZtT the morning, wishing to learn the 

time, effect of the proclamationsdelivered on the preceding 
day, captain Willoughby againlanded with the same 
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force, taking the Staunch in with him, to support 
the detachment, and, if necessary, cover its retreat, 'a^ 
Captain Willoiigliby pushed forward, and destroyed 
the signal-house, staff, &c. at Grande-Riviere, and 
perceived that tlie enemy had 700 or 800 men in or 
near the battery, but upon the op[)o.5ite side of the 
river. He then returned to Foinle du Hiabie, and, 
after continuing there tliree hours, blowing up the 
remaining works, moved on to Canaille du Bois ; 
whence the captain and his |)ar(y eml)arkcd at sunset, 
leaving the Staunch at anchor near the spot. Tlie 
gun-brig, however, soon afterwards weighed and 
proceeded round to Port-Louis. 

During the whole of this march of nearly 22 miles 

a c'fTccts 

in an enemy's territory, captain Willono'hhy sus-orhis 
tainccl no a;reater loss than lieutenant Davis slio-litJy^ 
and one private oT artillery badly wounded^ and .‘uicc'ta 
one sergeant of artillery missing, supposed to have 
deserted. This forbeara?ice on the part of the imbit- 
islanders was in a, great measure attribiitable, no 
doubt, to the orderly manner in which the british 
soldiers, marines, and seamen conducted themselves, 
and to the strict attention they paid to their com- 
mhnder’s orders, to abstain from giving offence to 
the inhabitants by pilfering the slightest article of 
their property. Even the sugar and cotlee, laid 
aside for ex[)ortation, and usually considered as 
legitimate objects of seizure, remained untouched ; 
and the invaders, when they quitted the shore for 
their ship, left behind them a high character, not 
merely for gallantry, but for a rigid adherence to 
promises. The success of the enterprise, however, 
would have been very problematical, had not the 
commanding officer possessed (pialitics rarely found 
in one individual, an undaunted intrepidity blended 
with the utmost suavity of manners. 

On the 19th and ;20th captain Willoughby again Gands 
landed; and, as there were no more batteries in that*‘*““' 
quarter to attack 'find destroy, and no opposition 
w'as offered to him by either the regular troops in 



406 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPG. 

1810. vicinity, or by the inhabitants amoD^ whom, it 
may be said, he was sojourning’, the trip on shore 
was considered in the light of a pleasant ©xcuiv 
sion, rather than of a forced irruption into an enemy's 
territory; when, at about 10 a. m. on the last- 
named day, an event occurred which gave a complete 
change to the aspect of affairs, and placed the whole 
party, Avho had hitherto considered themselves sq 
secure, in the utmost jeopardy, 
toxins' 4'his alarm was caused by the discovery of five 
tenon sliips, foui' of tlicm large, away in the (?ast-south-east 
theNc- windward (luarter, standing down under easy sail 
reido for the Isl(! de la Passe channel to Grand-Port. Leav- 
app^e'ar- •emaining bftats to get u|) in the best manner 

anco they coiihl, captain Willoughby hastened away in his 
french aftor u luii’d pull of nearly five miles 

sqna-. directly to-windward, arrived, about noon, on board 
the Nen'ide. Consideringthat these ships, known to 
be french and suspected to be what they were, would, 
when united with the force in Port-Louis, which the 
Iphigenia, on the 18th, had telegraphed as being 
ready for sea, be a decided overmatch for captain 
Pym’s three frigates, captain Willoughby resolved 
to eudeavour to entice the former into Grand-Port. 
For this purpose, a french ensign and pendant were 
immediately hoisted by the Nereide; and french 
colours almost as quickly appeared on the flagstatF 
at the island, witli the signal, ‘^‘^L'ennemi croise au 
Coin de Mire.’’ “ The enemy is cruising off the Coin 
de Mire,” a patch of rocks close off the nOrthefpn 
extremity of the Isle of France. One of the french 
frigates then made the private signal, and was 
oecoys |,.}g jp Passc. Upon which they 

ships severally announced themselves, by their numberg, 
ciwnud ds the Bellone, Minerve, Victor, and two prize®. 
The latter, as a reference to a few pages backiwill 
show, were the Windham and Ceylon.* ■ 

At Ih. 30 m. I*. M. the Victor, under her ^hree 
topsails, led into the channel, and, passingThe seia- 
* See p. 387. " ' ' ' 
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battery, arrived witbip pistol-shot of the Nereide ; 
wbeu the latter, at 1 h. 40 m. p. m,, substituting- 
the union jack for the french ensign, opened herpirtsat 
fire with such eflect, that the Victor liailed that 
ehe struck, and anchored on the Nereido’s stai bourd ' 
and outer quarter. Captain Wilioughby imme- i>ois 
diately sent lieutenant John linrns and lieutenant 
of marines Thomas Robert Pyc, with a party ‘■uike. 
of men, to take possession of the corvette. At 
1 h. d.'i in. p. M. the Minervo, followed by the 
Ceylon, both under their topsails, (-ntered the 
channel, and were fired at inelfectually by the sea- 
battery of Isle de la Passe. While passing close mi- 
to the Victor, after having- exchanged broadsides oiXijfes 
with the Nereide, captain Bouvet hailed captain 
Morice, and ordered him to cut his eable, rehoist amr 
his colours, and follow. Although the Nereide’s 
boat was then alongside of her, the Victor did as 
she had been ordered, and was ((uickly in the wake 
of the Ceylon steering towards Grand-Port. 

, Unfortunately a very serious accident had hap- Expio- 
pened at the island fort. While one of the men 
was in the act of hauling quickly down the french uie 
colours, in order to substitute the englisli, and begin "’'*"**■ 
firing at the enemy, the cotton texture of the former 
became ignited by a match lying- near the llagslalb 
apd instantly caused the explosion of more than 100 
cartridges ; whereby tlii ec men were killed, and 12 
severely burnt. Five of the sea-battery guns were 
also dismounted at the first lire ; aswvas one of the 
fi)Ur* (two on open platforms,) whiclj protected the 
Ner^ide’s andioragc. One of these, likewise, in the 
act of firing at the Minerve, rnoi-tally wounded a 
quartermaster in the boat of lieutenant Burns, while 
op his way back from the unsuccessful attempt to 
secqra the Victor. criu- 

The situation of the N6r^ide was now, as may bef»isi- 
sapposed, a very critical one; but the situation ofo^the” 
her boats, with a great proportion of her crew on 
board, besides a party of soldiers and artillery men, LaL 
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still more critical. These were now 
Au^ up the narrow channel, down which the Minerve iihd 
Beiione Ceylon were sailing, and their capture appeared 
Wmd- inevitable. At this moment it was observed that the 
ham Bellone, instead of following the other ships through 
the cliannel, had hauled off on the larboard tack, as if 
intending, in com])any with the Windham, to seek 
another port. Although in a 12-pounder frigatO, 
with a great part of her crew absent, captain Wil- 
loughby thought himself a match for the Minerve, 
Victor, and prize indiaraan, especially if he took on 
board the troops from the island. At 2 h. 30 m. p. 
just as the si;ldiers were about to remove into the 
Nereidc, and the latter had loosed her sails, and 
Avas preparing to slip, the Bellone, having left the 
Windham steering under a (U’owd of sail to the 
we.stward, bore up for tlic passage. 

Extra- The plan of attacking the Minerve ' was now of 
nary coursc abandoned, and tlie Nereide began preparing 
receive' the Bellone. Jnst at this moment, to the 
rtidc’s surprise of all on board the Nt^reide, the boats were 
boats, seen ajiproacliiiig, after having been passed, suc- 
cessively, by the Minerve, Ceylon, and Victor. It 
appears that the boats Avere so near to the Minerve, 
as to be obliged to lay in their oars, and that the 
french officers and men Avere assembled on the 
gangway, looking down upon them : nay one bosd; 
actually struck against the frigate. But not a word 
was spoken by the frigate to the boats'; Dor, as triity 
be supposed, by the boats to the frigate : an enigmk 
in the iormer case, not to be explained, espeelMly 
when it is considered Ifow promptly and coM'ectedly 
captain Bouvet had just before hailed -the Victor, 
and desired her to follow him. Had' lie' given 'thfe 
same orders to the boats, they must have obeyed ; 
otherwise, Avith the velocity with Which tb€fy‘ Wfelre 
sailing, the Ceylon and Victor could with tasedAiVe 
run them down. He did not do so ; and thO boafsl, 
and the 160 or 170 officers and men they eonttiin^d, 
reached tho Nereide in safety. • ; ; > • 
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At about 2h. 40 m. ?• m. the Bellone let fall her 
topgallantsails; and, having exchanged a fire with the 
battery, hauled up a little for the Nereide, apparently Bei- 
to run her on board, but, as w'e conjecture, to be well 
toi-windward, in her passage down the channel, of a thepM- 
projecting part of the shoal. At all events the soldiers 
in the Nereide were drawn up in readiness upon her changes 
starboard gangway and forecastle, to repel any such 
attempt to board. But none was made ; for com- «'ah 
modore Duperre, just as he was advancing upon 
the Nereide’s starboard bow, kept more away. At 
2 h. 45 ni., when so close to each other that their 
yards almost touched, the Bellone and Nereide 
exchanged broadsides. By this fire the Nereide 
had her driver-boom shot away close to the jaws, 
her fore and mizen topgallant yards and main spring- 
stay shot away, some of her rigging cut, and her 
foremast badly wounded below the cat-harpins; but 
her loss amounted to no more than two seamen 
killed and one marine wounded. This slight damage 
and loss was attributed to the circumstance of a 
sudden gust of wind laying the french frigate over, 
just as she was in the act of firing. What damage 
or loss, if any, the Bellone, or either of the other 
french ships, sustained has not been recorded. 

• At 4 p. St. captain Willoughby sent lieutenant c»pt 
Deacon in the launch, to captain Pym, with a note, lougu- 
announcing the arrival of the french frigates, and 
offering, with one frigate besides the Nereide, to lieut. 
lead iu and attack them. At 4 h. 30 ra. p. m. the 
CEutter, with lieutenant Weiss, was sent upon the capt 
same errand, but at sunset returned, not having been 
ableTo pull ahead on account of the fresh breeze and 
rough sea. It may naturally be asked, why tjie 
Nereide, considering how exposed she lay, to an 
a-ttack-by-two heavy french frigates and other vessels, 
did not get under way herself and proceed to join 
the'Sirius. ■ The truth is, we believe, that captain 
WillGughby, as he had been ordered to protect the 
newly acquired post of Isle de la Passe, was resolved 
to do so as long as he was able. 
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J 810 . Ylje anchorage taken up by the french frigfttes 
being rather nearer than was safe or agreeablef 
Throws etiptain Willoughby ordered the artillery officer OB 
the island to try the range of his niortars. This 
fpcpcU done, and the first shell burst over the ships. Before 
ships iijany others could be thrown, commodore Duperr^ 
obliges either cut or slipped, and reanchored at a greater 
them distance od"; but still in a situation to watch tho 
move motions of the Nereide, and make an attack upon her 
further tf deemed advisable. 

se,„,j At 9 A. M. on the 21st, to prove to captain Duperre 
a 'i«K that the Victor had struck her colours, to impress 
to'dc-*^ upon him an idea of the conlidencc with which the 
mami Ncrcidc maintained her position, and to reconnoitre 
and obtain a correct knowledge of that taken up by 
the french frigates, captain Willoughby sentlieutpnant 
Burns and lieutenant of marines Pye, under a flag 
of truce, with a letter to the commodore, demanding 
the restoration of the Victor. Commodore Duperre 
replied that, before he could return an answer, lie must 
send to the governor at Port-Louis on the opposite 
side of the island, a distance of nearly 25 miles ; and 
he desired lieutenant Burns to come again at the 
same hour the next morning. 

Pre- In full expectation that an attack would be made 
tode- him by the squadron at anchor in Grand-Port, 

fend captain Willoughby and those under his orders used 
sition' ®VGry means to strengthen their position and prevent 
&c. ' surprise. There was no room on Isle de la Pass^ 
for any more gnus ;‘but a breastworjc was thi'Qwn 
op, to prevent the approach of boats. The Nernide 
herself was fully prepared to effect quite as ranGfi as 
could be expected from her; and at night boats 
rowed guard between the frigate and the enetqy, 
Tfie only time, indeed, when any attack could;. fie 
made, was with the land wind in the morning, jnat 
at the first peep of twilight. All eyes on fioaiJd tfiP 
Nereide,^ and at the island, were then dife^edofit 
the northvnyest, and were only relieved wh0B.firoad 
day burst forth, and the sea breeze Wftf fiwd 
murmuring in the south-east, , , . 
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At 9 A. M. on the 21st the boat with the flag of 
truce again left the Nereide, and returned soon 
afterwards with such an answer as might have been An- 
expected : both the governor and the commodore s"®'’ 
were surprised at so extraordinary a demand.” nag of 
Neither this demand, nor the circnrastance which led 
to it, are touched upon in captain Duperre’s letter. 

He pei'haps was ashamed to acknowledge, that the 
Victor had hauled down her colours ; and yet of 
the fact there cannot be a doubt. We gatlier from 
the french commodore’s letter, that, when he 
saw the british colours hoisted at Isle de la Passe, 
and a fire opened u[)on the corvette, he considerecl 
that the whole windward side of the Isle of France 
was in the possession of the English, and, hauling 
oft', made a signal to do the same to the Miuerve 
and Ceylon ; but they had already entered the channel 
and could not put back. M. L)u]>erre then resolved 
to force the passage, and ordered the Windham to 
follow the Bellone ; but her prize master either 
misunderstood the signal, or considered the risk too 
great, and bore away for Riviere-Noire. We also 
will take a trip there, in order to lead progressively 
to the important operations of which v\'e shall soon 
have to give an account. 

Early on the morning of the 21st, just as the S'"”® 
Windham was about to enter Riviere-Noire, the maT- 
Siriils, then cruising to the south-west of Port-Louis, 
gained a sight of her. Chase was instantly given ; 
but, the wind being oft’ the lafid, the Sirins had no 
chance of cutting oft’ the indiaman from the formid- 
able batteries at the mouth of the river. Not consi- L'«nt. 
deriiig the vessel, in the twilight of the morning, to Zg' 
fee of the force she really was, lieutenant Watlingp™j^ 
volunteered to overtake and board her with the gig. to take 
Hu instantly pushed off with five seamen, and was 
foliowed by the jollyboat with midshipman John 
Andrews and four men ; but, owing to some strange 
ioisiHtwiAgeinent,‘'not a weapon or fire-arm of any 
dosoriptimi was put into either boat. , 

Daybreakadiscoyered a ship of 800 or 900 tons, 
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1810. armed apparently with from 30 to 34 guns, ftt the 
distance of at least three miles from the Sirius, and 
Disco- very near to the batteries? of Rivi^re-Noire. Under 
. these circumstances, lieutenant Watling thought it 
two**'* best to wait for the jollyboat. In the mean time the 
boats Sirius fired a broadside at the ship, but at so 
witii- ineffectual a distance, that the shot nearly sank the 
0"^ gig. On the arrival of the jollyboat, young Andrews 
„ ' and his four Imnds entered cheerfullv into lieutenant 
and Watling’s views, and the two boats hastened forward. 
tb7'^* The calm state of the weather soon enabled them to 
ship reach the ship ; and the two officers, and their brave 
little band, armed with the boats’ stretchers only, 
stand- fought their way up her side. Thus was the Windham, 
mounting 2d guns and manned by a lieutenant de 
vaisseau and at least 30 french sailors, captured by 
11 unarmed british seamen, without the slightest loss; 
and that, too, within gun-shot of several formidable 
batteries. 

Is fired As these batteries now began to blaze away at 
the’^ the ship, lieutenant Watling was stilt in a very 
rfe^s* critical situation. At length, after having sustained 
but’ the fire, for 20 minutes, and had the Windham’s 
off his standing and running rigging greatly cut, some of 
prize, her masts and yards injured, and one Frenchman and 
two or three Lascars wounded, lieutenant Wdtling 
brought off his valuable prize in safety. Of this 
very gallant exploit, we can find no ’official account, 
beyond a passage in a letter to the admiralty from 
commissioner^Shield at the Cape, stating that the 
Windham had been recaptured by the Sirius’, 
capt Captain Pym despatched the Windham to eotnmo* 
sen'ds dore Rowley at St.-Paul’s bay; and, in consequence 
of 'the intelligence communicated by the prisoners 
St., and others on board of her, he sent the Magicienhe, 
Paul's had just joined, to bring the Iphigenja 'rtnd 
and Staunch to Isle de la Pa.sse : whither the Sirius 
herself made all sail round the south' side'^uf 
deia island. Captain Pym proceeded by this! 

Passe, preyed^ suspicion ; but it appears that g!enepfti’©ecaha ■ 
at Port-Louis did suspect what was going on, and 
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seat an express across to Grand- Port. This it was 
that, in the course of the afternoon of the 2l8t^ 
occasioned commodore Duperre to remove his ships 
to a^ position close off the town of Grand-Port, du- 
There he moored them, with springs on their cables, 
in the form of a crescent; stationing his van-ship, the >•«? 
Minerve, just behind a patch of coral, next to her the lo*‘re- 
Ceylon, then the Bellone, and lastly the Victor, with®"^^®" 
her stern close to the reef that skirts the harbour. 

The Sirius picked up the Nereides boat with lieu- 
tenant Deacon on board ; and on the 22d, at 1 1 h., 10 m. 

A. M., arrived off the island and exchanged numbers 
with the Nereide, still at anchor within it ; and who 
immediately hoisted the signals: “ Ready for action;” 

Enemy of inferior force.” Having, from the situation sirius 
of the french squadron, decided on an immediate "ff ilie 
attack, captain Pym made the signal for the master '« 
of the Nereide. Mr. Robert Lesby accordingly went 
on board the Sirius, to conduct her, as he supposed, 
to the anchorage at the back of the island. The she 
Sirius now made all sail, with the usual east-south- 
east or trade wind, and bore up for the passage ; idepro- 
and at 2 h. 40 m. p. m., agreeably to a signal to that 
effect from the Sirius, the Ner6ide got under way, uok 
and, under her staysails only, stood after her consort ['jfjp'J' 
down the channel to Grand-Port. At 4 p. m., having 
still the Nereide’s master on board, but not her black 
pilot, who was the" only person that knew the harbour, 
the Sirius unfortunately grounded upon a point of Sirius 
the shoal on the larboard side of the channel ; and, 
liaving run down with her squaresails set, and con- 
sequently with a great deal of way upon her, the ship 
was forced a considerable distance on the jbank. The 
Nereide immediately brought up, and captain Wil- 
loughby went, on board the Sirius, to assist in getting imdan- 
her afloat. Notwithstanding every exertion, this could 
not be effected until 8 h. 30 m. a. m. on the 23d ; after 
whieh the Sirius dropped anchor near the Nereide. 

At '10*A>. Mi -the dphigenia and Magicienne were* - 
se^Ht^befltii^.up .for ,’Jshe de la Passe; and captaiei < 
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isio. Willoughby immediately sent his master, who had 
returned from the Sitius, to conduct them to the 
ipui- auchorage. At 2 h. 10 m. p. m. the two frigates 
anchored in company with the Ner6ide and Sirius. 
Mug!- Although it was not until 4 p. m, that the decks of the 
cicnne Jatter could be cleared of the hawsers and ropes 
which had been used in heaving the ship off the bank, 
All at 4h. 40 m. p. m., by signal from the Sirius, the 
frigates 1'®***’ frigates got under way ; and, preceded by thei 
pro- N^reide with her black pilot on board, stood dowir 
ivardl"- fh® channel to Grand-Port. The order of attack, as 
Grand- previously arranged, was for tlie Nc^iAide to anchor 
knof Victor, the rearmost ship, and the 

attack. Bellone, the Sirius, having 18-pounders, abreast of 
the Bellone, the Magicienne between the Ceylon and 
Minerve, and the Ipliigeiiia, having also 18-pouuders, 
upon the broadside of the latter sliip. 

N6rg- The Nereide, still with staysails only, cleared the 
(dears tortuous cliaiiiiel, and stood along the edge of the 
t\mn skirts the harbour directly for the rearmost 

L*?but fren(;h ship. The Sirius, about a quarter of au hour 
Sirius or 20 minutes after she had weighed, keeping this time 
again, too mucli Oil the starboard hand, touched the ground. 
Very shoal water appearing ahead, the best bower 
anchor was let go ; but the velocity of the ship was 
so great, as to run the cable out in spite of stoppers 
and every other effort to check her way. The small 
bower was then let go, but to no purpose, the ship 
continuing to tear both cables out with great rapidity; 
and unfortunately, the lielm haying been put a-port^ 
thb ship struck on a coral rock, which, a nlhlute or 
two before, must have been on her starboard bow.’ Just 
as the Sirius had taken the ground, the freiicb ships 
began firing, and tlieir shot passed over the N^r^ide. 
Magi- * With tlie Sirius as a beacon, the Magicientie and 
'I®""® fphigenia successively cleared the channel but,' 'at 
grounds 5 h; 15 m. P. M., while steering for her stfttibtt,'’a‘nd Of 
course Wide of the track in wdiich the 
the only pilot in the squadron wtl^i' stberifig'i^The 
Magicienne ghiuilded on a bfthkj 
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that only three of her foremost guns on each deck 
could bear upon the enemy ; from whom she was then 
distant about 400 yards. Seeing what had befallen 
the Magicienne, the Iphigenia, who was close in her ipi.i. 
rear, dropped her stream anchor, and came to by the 8“"'“ 
stern in six fathoms : she then let go the best bower cWs 
under foot, thereby bringing her starboard broadside 
to bear upon the Minerve; into whom, at a pistol-shot opens 
distance, the Iphigeuia immediately poured a heavy 
and destructive fire. By this time the N6reide was 
also in hot action, and to her we must now attend. 

Just as, regardless of the raking lire opened uponN^r«- 
the Ndr^ide in her approach, he was about to take up 
his allotted position on the bow of the Victor, captain ib'east 
Willoughby saw what had befallen the Sirius ; and, fone. 
with characteristic gallantry, steered for, and in his 
12-pounder frigate anchored \ipon, the beanj of the 
Belloue, at the distance of less than 200 yards, tionbe- 
Between these two ill-matched ships, at about Sh.thesT 
15 m. P.M., a furious cannonade commenced, theVictor, 
from her slanting position on the Nereide’s (piarter, 
being also enabled to take an occasional part in it. 

At 6 h. 15 m. p. M., after having received an occasional 
fire from the bow guns of the Magicienne and the ccyion 
quarter guns of the Iphigeuia, the Ceylon hauled 
down her colours; and captadi I.(anibcrt and one of her” 
his lieutenants immediately hailed the Magicienne, 
to send a boat to take possession. At that instant makes 
the Ceylon was seen with her topsails set, running jjjg 
on shore. At 6 h. 30 m. the Minerve, having had shore, 
her cable shot away, made sail after the Ceylon, mi- 
Both these ships grounded near the Bellone ; but the "”i'” 
Ceylon first ran foul of the latter, and compelled her 
to cut her cable and run also aground. The Bellone, “hor^ 
however, lay in such a position, that her broadside 
still bore on the Ner^ide. Captain Lambert would 
have instantly cut his cable and run down in pursuit 
of the Minerve, had not a shoal intervened directly 
between the Iphigeniaand the french squadron. “ 

•:^At asfew minutes- before 7 p. m. the Ner^ideVi^i'ffl^ 
was shot away, and the ship immediately swang 
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1810 . sterd-on to the Bellone's broadside A most sevierb 
raking fire followed. To avoid this, and bring her 
starboard broadside to bear, the Nereide cut her 
small bower cable, and, letting go the best, succeeded 
so far in her object. At about 10 p. m., or a little 
c«pt. afterwards, a piece of grape or langridge from one 
periJg of the N^reide’s guns cut captain Duperfe on" the 
eund knocked him senseless upon the deck. As. 

8UC-” the fire of the Minerve was now completely masked 
ceeded of Bcllone, captain Bouvet removed 

captain from the former on board the latter and took the 
command. 

Severe Since the early part of the action, captain Wil- 
ofcspt! loughby had been severely wounded by a splinter 
wii- on the left cheek, which had also torn his eye com- 
imigh- pig^giy ggj. gf jjjg socket. The first lieutenant lay 
mortally, and the second most dangerously wounded; 
one marine officer, and the two officers of foot and one 
of artillery, and the greater part of the remaining crew 
and soldiers were either killed or disabled. Most of 
the quarterdeck, and several of the maindeck, guns 
were dismounted ; and the hull of the ship was shat- 
tered in all directions and striking the ground astern. 
His ship being in this state, and five hours having 
elapsed since the commencement of the action without 
the arrival of a single boat from any one of the 
squadron, captain Willoughby ordered the now feebly 
N4r4- maintained fire of tiie Nereide to cease, and the few 
ccLes suf'vivors of the crew to shelter themselves in the 
heifirc. lower part of the vessel. He then sent acting lieu- 
tenant William Weiss, with one of the two remaining 
boats, on board the Sirius, to acquaint captain Pyrn 
with’the defenceless state of the ship; leaving it to his 
judgment, as the senior officer, whether or not it was 
practicable to tow the Nereide beyond the reach of the 
enemy’s shot, or to take out the wounded and set her 
on fire: an act that would haye greatly end'angered, 
and mig;ht have been the means of destroying^ 
the Bellone herself, as well as the lyhole cluster . of 
grou^jpled; siiips, the situation of , lyhioh cannot, 'be 
bettep expressed than in the words of captain Pyn* 
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himself, " the whole of the enemy on shore in a 
heap.” 

At about 10 h. 45 m. p. m. a boat from the Sirius, capt. 
with a lieutenant of that frigate, also lieutenant Davis 
of the engineers and Mr. Weiss, who had left his i,y“je- 
boat behind, came on board the Nereide, with a kind 
message from captain Pym, requesting captain '* 
Willoughby to abandon his ship and come on board 
the Sirius. But, with a feeling that did him honour, ncu 
captain W^illoughby refused to desert his few sur- 
viving officers and men, and sent back word that the rcpcat- 
Nereide hadstruck. Shortly afterwards aboatfrointhe 
Iphigenia came on board, to know the reason that the heriire. 
Nereide had ceased firing. At Up. m. captain 
Willoughby sent an officer in a boat to the Bellone, 
who still continued a very destructive fire, to say that 
the Nereide had struck ; but, being in a sinking state 
from shot-holes, the boat returned Avithout having 
reached the french ship. AtaboutSO minutes pastmid- 
night the mainmast of the Nereide went by the board. 

At 1 h. 30 m. A. M.oii the 24th several of the Nereide’s 
ropes caught lire, but the flames were quickly ex- 
tinguished. At about 1 h. 50 m, a. m., after having 
been repeatedly hailed without effect by one or 
the other of the 20 french prisoners who were on 
board the Nereide, the Bellone discontinued her fire. ceases. 
The Iphigenia and Magicienne, a portion of whose 
fire had already dismounted the guns at the battery 
de la Reiiie, then ceased theirs ; and all was silent. 

At daylight the Bellone reopened her fire upon Bei- 
the Nereide. To put a stop to this, french colours 
were lashed to the fore rigging ; but still the french iier fire 
frigate continued her fire. It was now surmised, and 
very naturally too, that the cause of this perse- ‘‘I';’'* 
vering hostility was the union jack at the mizen top- mast ' 
gallantmast-head. That could not be hauled down ; 
for, by one account, it had been nailed there, and, are cut 
by another, which we hope is the more correct, the 
halliards had been shot away, as well as all the rig- 
ging and ropes by which the mast could be ascended. 

VOL. V. 2 E 



418 light SQUA.DRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 

1810 . A.S the only alternative, the inizenmast was cut away, 
and the firing of the Bellone instantly ceased. 

Capt. Captain Pym, speaking in his official letter of the 
pym’s logs Q„ board the Nereide, says: “ Sorry am I to say, 
count that the captain, every officer and man on board 
of loss are killed or wounded.” This information probably 
board reached the Sirius by some of the men, about 15 in 
all, who took the opportunity, first of the Nereide’s 
boat, and then of the boat of the Sirius, to escape 
the horrors of a french prison ; they naturally would 
make the case appear as bad as possible to excuse, 
what might be considered, a desertion of their com- 
mander and comrades. But, even then, the expression 
is to be taken figuratively ; being meant to except 
all who, from the duties of their station, and in a 
frigate they are no small number, were attending 
below. In the statement we formerly gave, as gleaned 
from the ship’s muster-book, that the killed amounted 
to 3.5, we were decidedly wrong, and shall now 
proceed to show, upon such authorities as have since 
come to hand, that the killed amounted to nearly 
three times that amount. 

^ The Nereides established complement, deducting 
mount her three widow’s men, was 251 men and boys : of 
this number, on quitting the Cape in the preceding 
April, she was 23 men short. In skirmishes with her 
boats, the ship had lost, in killed and invalided out 
of her, 10 men ; and had away in a schooner tender a 
master’s mate and 15 men. This left her with 202 
officers, men, and boys of her proper crew. But the 
Nereide had since received, as her quota of pri- 
soners obtained at Port-Louis in exchange for those 
she captured at Jacolet, 10 raw recruits going to 
India, and had also on board, 69 officers and men of 
the 33d and 69th regiments and Madras artillery ; 
making a total of 281 in crew and supernumeraries 
on board the Nereide when she commenced her action 
with the Bellone. 

Of those 281 men and boys, the N6reide*had her 
first lieutenant, (John Burns,) lieutenants Morlett of 
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the 33(1 regiment, and Aldwinkle of the Madras 
artillery, one midshipman, (George Timmins,) and 'a^ 
about 88 seamen, marines, and soldiers killed ; her Her 
captain, second lieutenant, (Henry Collius Deacon,) 
one lieutenant of marines, (Thomas S. Cox,) hert^e* " 
master, (William Lesby,) lieutenant Needhall 
the 69th regiment, her boatswain, (John Strong,) 
one midshipman, (Samuel Costerton,) and at least 
130 seamen, marines, and soldiers wounded; total, 
in killed and wounded together, about 230 out 
of 281. Nor will 130 be considered a large pro- 
portion of wounded to 92 killed, when it is known 
that, in consec^uence of the N6reide’s upperworks 
being lined with fir, the splinters were uncom- 
monly numerous. Captain Willoughby received his 
dreadful wound from a splinter, and lieutenant 
Deacon was\^unded by splinters in the throat, breast, 
legs, and arms. 

The loss on board the only two remaining british Losson 
ships that suffered any was of comparatively slight 
amount. The Iphigenia, out of a crew on board gcnia 
of about 255 men and boys, had five seamen killed, 
and her first lieutenant (Robert Tom Blackler) an(i cicnne. 
12 seamen and marines wounded. The Magicienne, 
out of a complement the same as that established 
upon the Ner6ide, had eight seamen and marines 
killed and 20 wounded. A portion of the Magi- 
cienne’s loss, as here enumerated, was, we believe, 
sustained on the 23d. The Sirius, having, as it would 
appear, grounded out of range of shot, did not have a 
man of her crew hurt, nor, we believe, a rope of her 
rigging cut. We speak doubtfully of the situation of 
this frigate, owing to the statement in captain Pyrn’s 
letter in the gazette, that the Sirius lay within shot of 
all the enemy’s forts and ships,” and was only able to 
" return their fire with two guns.” With an excel- 
lent french chart of the harbour before us, we find 
the situation of the Sirius, as marked out by one of 
her officers, to have been at least a mile and a quarter 
from the french van-ship; and, it will be recollected, 
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1810. Minerve cut or slipped almost at the commence- 
'au^ raent of the action. With respect to the “ forts,” we 
know of none except the battery de la Reine, mount- 
ing three or four guns, and situated a little to the 
eastward of the town. We believe, however, that 
some works were afterwards thrown up, and a few 
guns mounted, to annoy the grounded british ships, 
french" board the french ships, according to the 

side, official statement of commodore Duperre, amounted 
to 37 killed, including two lieutenants of the Bellone 
and one of the Victor, and 112 wounded. Nearly 
the whole of tliis loss, we believe, was sustained by 
the Bellone ; but wc cannot help thinking it is under- 
rated, chiefly because M. Duperre mentions the 
necessity he was under of receiving on board the 
Bellone fresh supplies of men from the Minerve, 
during the latter ship’s state of inaction already 
adverted to. With the detachment acknowledged to 
have been received from the Manche and Entre- 
prenant at Port-Louis, the complement of the Bellone 
could scarcely have been fewer than 400 or 420 
men, and none were wanted to attend to the sails. 
However, the admitted loss, considering that it must 
nearly all have been inflicted by the Nereide, was 
highly creditable to the skill and exertions of that 
ship’s officers and crew. 

ipM- At a few minutes past 4 a. m. captain Lambert, 
gcoia having previously sent a boat to the Sirius for orders, 
indices was directed by captain Pyni, who had then con- 
siderable hopes of getting the Sirius afloat, to warp 
out of gun-shot. The Iphigenia immediately com- 
menced warping by the stern with the stream and 
kedge anchors, and sent the end of her best bower 
cable on board the Magicienne, for her to endeavour 
to heave off by ; thereby leaving herself with only 
Magi- one bower anchor and cable. At daylight, when 
reneivs Belloiie, as already mentioned, recommenced 
herfire. firing at the Nereide, the Magicienne renewed her 
fire at the french shipping and the shore ; but the 
Iphigenia, being then in the act of warping, could not 
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bring' a gun to bear: indeed the Iphigeiiia, since 
soon after midnight, had been obliged to send to the 
Sirius for a supply of 18-pound shot. 

Having before 7 a. m. warped the Iphigenia to the f'a'fant 
eastward of the shoal^ which had on the preceding TaUf 
evening prevented him from closing with the Minerve 
after the latter had drifted from her station, captain bert. 
Lambert was extremely desirous to run down and 
endeavour to carry by boarding the Bellone and the 
other grounded french ships. Lieutenant Chads, 
with a message to this efiect, and a proposal to take 
on board a portion of the crews of the Sirius and 
Magicieiine, ivent immediately to captain Pym; who 
returned for answer, that captain Lambert must 
continue warping out, as he and his officers had still 
hopes of getting the Sirius alloat. The french shot 
continuing td hull the Iphigenia, captain Lambert 
sent lieutenant Edward Grimes to captain Pym, to 
say that he should be obliged to recommence the 
action in his own defence. Shortly afterwards lieu- 
tenant Wading came from the Sirius, with a note 
from captain Pym, ordering captain Lambert to 
warp out. The Iphigenia accordingly resumed her 
labours; and, as soon as she had hauled a little 
further off, the French directed the whole of their 
fire at the Magicieime, By 10 a. m. the Iphigenia 
had warped herself close to the Sirius ; and these 
two frigates commenced a fire upon the French, who 
were endeavouring to remount the guns at the 
battery on shore. 

Either because he was not willing to risk his boats peUy 
while the british frigates .still kept up their fire, or 
that his whole attention w'as taken up in preparations posses- 
to resist an attack, of the nature of that contemplated ^^re- 
by the Iphigonia’s gallant captain, the french com- w®- 
inodore did not send, to take possession of the 
Ner^ide until nearly 3 p. m. Lieutenant Albert- 
Rene Roussin w'ent on board the Nereide for that 
purpose; and, having caused all the guns to be spiked, 
took with him the 20 Frenchmen who had been 
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1810 . prisoners, and returned to the shore with every man 
of his party. This officer reported, that he found 
French 100 dead OF dying upon the Nereide’s decks, 
“M. le lieutenant de vaisseau Roussin,” says captain 
of w Duperre, “ fut envoye aniariner la Nereide. 11 la 
loss, tro 11 va dans un etat impossible a decrire ; lOOmorts 
ou raourans etaient sur les pouts : son capitaine, 
M. Willoughby, etait blesse.” We must suppose 
that, in the course of the 17 hours which had elapsed 
since the discontinuance of the action by the Nereide, 
a portion of her killed had been thrown overboard. 
This account of M. Roussin, therefore, tends greatly 
to confirm the statement we have given, of the 
Nereide^s almost unexampled loss of men. 

It being found utterly impracticable to get off the 
isburnt Magicienne, who lay with between eight and nine 
•'y feet water in the hold, exposed to a heavy fire from 
and the enemy, without the means of returning it except 
blows jjj ygpy partiul manner, her officers and crew were 
ordered to remove into the Iphigenia, preparatory to 
her being set on fire. The Iphigenia, meanwhile, 
owing to the strength of the breeze, bad been unable 
to get beyond the stern of the Sirius; where she 
accordingly brought up with her small bower in eight 
fathoms. The Iphigenia had previously lo.st her 
stream and kedge anchors ; but she had since hauled 
on board the stream and bower anchors of the Sirius. 
At 7 h. 30 m. p. m. the Magicienne was set on fire by 
captain Curtis and lieutenant Robert Smith; and at 
11 p. M. blew up with her colours flying. 

Sirius On the 25th, at 4 a. m., the Iphigenia again began 
strayed Warping ; and the french ships and a newly-erected 
i? a battery on shore recommenced firing at her and the 
SMus, which the latter returned with her forecastle 
ner. guns. At 7 h. 30 m. a light air from the land 
enabled the Iphigenia to run completely out of gun- 
shot both of the ships and the shore. Every effort 
of her officers and crew' to get the Sirius afloat 
proving utterly vain, captain Pym came to the deter- 
mination of destroying her. A great quantity of 
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stores, including shot and cartridges, was novr re- 
moved from the Sirius to the Iphigenia. At this 
moment a french man-of-war brig, of which we shall 
presently give some account, was observed in the 
offing, watching the motions of the two british fri- 
gates. At 9 A. M. the Sirius was set on fire, and her 
officers and men went on board the Iphigenia. 
Shortly afterwards, however, perceiving that the 
ship did not burn quickly, and that some french 
boats were stirring about tlie harbour, as if with the 
intention of boarding the Sirius and striking her 
colours, captain Pym proceeded in the boats to 
dispute that point with them. Upon this, the french 
boats put back. Almost at the same moment the 
Sirius biu’st into flames, and at 11 a. m. blew up. 

The setting fire to this ship, while the sea-breeze 
was blowing fresh, caused great alarm to the french 
commodore ; who sent again on board the Nereide, 
and made the unwounded prisoners on board wet 
her decks, to prevent any ill efl’ects from the ex- 
plosion. A similar precaution was used on board 
the Bellone and her two companions. By the direction 
of the french officer, who had come last on board the 
Nereide, her remaining dead were this day buried, 
and they amounted to 75 ; a tolerable proof that 
the account given in a preceding page of that ship’s 
loss has not been overstated. 

The Iphigenia continued during the afternoon to 
warp out ; but, owing to the foulness of the ground con- 
and the consequent loss of one of her bower anchors, 
the frigate made very little progress. At 8 ?. m. out. 
lieutenant Watling, bearing captain Pym’s despatches 
to the commander in chief, departed in the pinnace 
with nine hands. The Entreprenant, the french brig Lieut, 
cruising off Isle de la Passe, chased the boat; but, ' 
by pulling in-shore among the breakers, lieutenant 
Watling adroitly escaped from her, and arrived atfo'and 
St.-Denis, Isle Bourbon, at 2 a. m. on the 27th. Mean- 
while the Iphigenia continued her exertions to reach Bour- 
the anchorage under Isle de la Passe ; which post 
captain Pym, on giving up the command after the 
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1810. loss of his ship, had recommended captain Lambert 
to support and protect. 

On the2()th, at 4 a. m., the officers of the Iphigenia 
found that their ship had driven considerably during 
the night; also that the stock of the bower anchor was 
badly broken. The frigate now recommenced warp- 
ing, but, having fouled her stream cable, was obliged 
to get out an 18-pounder to heave ahead by to clear 
it. At noon the Bellone was observed to have hove 
herself afloat. At sunset captain Lambert despatched 
Lieu- lieutenant Robert Wauchope, with the barge of the 
w^ late Magicienne, to endeavour to reach Bourbon ; 
ciiopa and at 8h. 30 in. p. m. tlie Iphigenia came to with 
fm* ' *‘the bower and stream anchors, in 13 fathoms, at the 
Hour- distance of about three quarters of a mile from Isle 
de la Passe. 

Arrival Qii the 27th, at 8 A. M., while again warping and 
aX(i'i- still making very slow progress, the Iphigenia dis- 
french three strange frigates working up to Isle de 

forcl la Passe. Atuoonthe Entreprenant exchanged signals 
with them ; and all the ships in Grand-Port were 
seen to be afloat, the Bellone on the outside of them. 
The Iphigenia now cleared for action, and sent to 
the island as many men as left her with a crew of 
between 400 and 500, so as to be able to fight both 
sides of the ship at one/'. Unfortunately, however, 
iphi- there was not ainiminiti^^ii enough on board to main- 
seniaii actioii of any e-ontinuance with one side only, 

fence- the ship having, in all, only 35 broadsides of 18-poimd 
shot, and about 15 of grape and canister, for the main- 
for the deckers, and 30 broadsides of 32-pound shot, and 
of am- about 20 of grape and canister, for the carronades. We 
iron”' endeavour to show, liow it happened that this 

second squadron of french frigates came thus to put 
an end to all hopes on the part of the Iphigenia. 

Depar- This french squadron, consisting, besides the En- 
‘j."™ch*^treprenant, of the three frigates Venus, Astree, and 
«qua- Manche, had sailed from Port-Louis at midnight on 
from 21st, and was under the command of commodore 
Port- Hamelin, the senior french naval officer on the station. 
Loms. sudden dejjarture of these frigates was for the 
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express purpose of relieving- those in Grand-Port, isio* 
under M. Duperre. On the 23d M. Hamelin, on his 
rout by the northern extremity of the island, fell in 
with and captured the english transport-ship Ranger, 

24 days from the Cape, laden with nearly 300 tons 
of provisions for commodore Rowley’s squadron, and 
having on board a frigate’s three topmasts, three 
topsail yards, undone lower yard ; and consequently 
a prize of no inconsiderable value in this quarter 
of the world. An officer and 12 men were put on 
board, and the Ranger was despatched to Port- 
Louis. Finding himself, continually thwarted by 
head winds, M. Hamelin changed his route, and 
steered to pass to-windward of the island. On the 
25th, just as the three frigates had arrived abreast 
of Port-Louis, the commodore received, by an aviso, 
intelligence of the successful issue of affairs at 
Grand-Port, along with orders to possess himself of the 
Iphigenia, as well as of the island that protected her. 

On the 27th, at 1 p. m., the Venus, Astree, and Comm. 
Manche arrived and lay to off Isle de la Passe ; and 
at 5 p. M. commodore Hamelin summoned captain nves 
Lambert to surrender at discretion both his frigate oe 
and the island. Captain Lambert refused to do this, 
but offered to surrender the island in its present “um- 
state, provided the Iphigenia was allowed, with the 
officers and men on board of her, and upon the um- 
island, to retire to any british port that should be 
pointed out. At sunset the Iphigenia got close 
to Isle de la Passe, but not in a good birth. As 
soon as it was dark Captain Lambert sent the 
launch to Bourbon under the command of Mr. John 
Jenkins, the late master of the Sirius. 

On the 28th, at daylight, it was found that, owing sends 
toiler insufficient tackle, the Iphigenia had drifted 
out into the middle of the passage. At 7 h. 30 m. snm- 
A. M. a second flag of truce came from the frigates 
outside. By this the french commodore urged his 
previous demand, and promised that the officers and 
men in the frigate and on the island should be allowed 
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1810 . their parole. At the moment that the flag of truce 
arrived from commodore ’Hamelin^ another was seen 
pulling from the harbour of Grand-Port. At 9. a. m. 
Arrirai tjjjg came on board, and proved to be a summons from 
flag governor Decaen. To commodore Hamelin, captain 
general Lambert replied, offering to surrender the Iphigenia 
Decaen aiid Isle de la Passe on the next day at 10 a. m,, 
provided the frencli government would furnish, 
within a mouth, a conveyance for the crew of the 
frigate and the garrison of the island to the Cape of 
Good Hope or any other british possession. To 
the governor-general, captain Lambert sent copies 
of his correspondence with commodore Hamelin, 
and expressed a hope that his excellency would 
require no alteration in the terms proposed. 

The At 1 p. M. came a second letter from the governor- 
cffei-r' general. In this M. Decaen pledged the faith of 
the government that, within a month, he would send 
iphigc- the crew of the Iphigenia and the garrison of the 
niasur- little island under which she lay, either to the Cape 
ders. of Good Hope or to England, on condition of not 
serving till regularly exchanged. A threat, we 
believe, accompanied this summons, to the efifect 
that, if captain Lambert did not accede to the terms 
proposed by general Decaen, the french frigates, 
both without and within the harbour, would 
commence an attack upon the Iphigenia and Isle 
de la Passe ; and, on carrying them, of which there 
coidd be no doubt, would put the crew and garrison 
to the sword. In this extremity, with only 16 tons of 
water to support upwards of 800 officers and men, 
including nearly ,b0 wounded and sick; surrounded 
by a force amounting, were she in the best state of 
equipment, to a fivefold superiority ; and yet having 
scarcely ammunition enough left to maintain an 
action of half an hour with even an equal force, the 
Iphigenia had no alternative but to haul down her 
colours. 

Thus, in a single enterprise, four frigates, two of 
them (Sirius and Iphigenia) very fine ones, were 
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lost to the british navy ; coupled,, too, with a loss of 
life unusually and lamentably severe. Had the 
british ships, from previous acquaintance with the Re- 
difficult naviffation of the place, been enabled to take 
the stations severally assigned them, the enterprise, «ction 
we have not a doubt, would have been crowned with 
success, and a very serious blow been inflicted upon frencu 
the french naval power in these seas. While on this Xn' 
subject, we must be allowed to express our opinion, 
little weight as it may have, that too much precipi- 
tation was used ; that, had the attack, instead of 
taking place an hour or two before dark while the 
breeze was blowing fresh, been postponed till early 
the next morning, when the water was smooth and 
the shoals easily distinguishable, the british com- 
manding officer would have written his letter under 
very different feelings from those which must have 
possessed him, when writing the account of a defeat 
so complete, so calamitous, and so uncalled for, as 
that we have just done detailing. 

Commodore Duperrd, as may indeed be expected, 
wrote a very triumphant letter on the occasion, mo-'”' 
After stating that, in consequence of the Minerve and 
Ceylon having had their cables cut and been forced perre. 
on shore, the Bellone singly stood opposed to the 
enemy, he says : “ This unexpected event gave him 
every advantage. Three of his frigates presented 
their broadsides to us ■, one only had touched forward 
and was unable to bring all her guns to bear.^^ “ Cet 
evenement inattendu lui promettait tous les avan- 
tages. Trois de ses fregates nous presentaient le 
travers ; une Seule avait touche par I’avant et ne 
pouvaitjouer de toute sa batterie.” If ever rear- 
admiral le baron Duperre, as he now is, should 
honour these pages Avith a perusal, be will, we are 
sure, regret that he was induced to write so unfair 
an account of the victory which the shoals and rocks 
of Grand-Port, rather than the prowess of french 
seamen, or the cannon t)f french ships, gained for 
him. A modern french writer, whose works bear 
a deservedly high character in this country as well 
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1810. as in his own, has travelled a little out of bis road to 
'a^ commit a sad, and, we must be permitted to add, 
M.Du- not a very liberal mistake, in reference to the action 
at Grand-Port. He says : “ The number of killed 
count, and wounded is greater on the part of the French, 
but the attribute of perseverance less on the part 
of the enemy.” “ Le nombre des morts et des 
blesses est plus grand du cote des Francais ; mais 
la Constance est nioins grande du cote des enne- 
mis.”* We wish M. Dupin, before he penned this 
passage, had had a few minutes conversation with 
rear-admiral Duperre. On that point, at all events, 
the baron would have done justice to a british officer, 
for whom, we are sure, he has the highest respect. 
Enff- Unfortunately we are not pertnitted to dismiss 
official case, without an observation or two upon the 
ac english accounts of it. With respect to the official 
account, even did it contain more inaccuracies than 
it does, every allowance ought to be made for the 
peculiar circumstances under wdiich captain Pym 
wrote his letter. Few cases, it must be owned, have 
come forth officially in a more imperfect state ; andyet 
no case, of which we are aware, more deeply affects 
the character of the british navy, than the defeat it 
sustained at Grand-Port. Supposing that an his- 
torian, possessed of the esprit de corps for an addi- 
tional stimulus, would make it a point of his ambition 
capt. to elucidate a case, of which, to do justice to the 
ton’s parties, so much remained to be told, we turned to the 
count captain Brenton. The following are among 

the one or two paragraphs that are new to us ; ‘^‘Oaptain 
Willoughby made the signal that he was ready for 
action, and that the enemy was inferior in force to 
the two british frigates, and the master of the 
Nereide assuring captain Pym that he could lay him 
alongside the Bellone, an attack was immediately 
decided on.” ‘‘No part of her (the Ner 6 ide) was" 
sheltered ; the shot of the enemy penetrated to the 
hold, and the bread-room, where a young midshipman 

* Voyages dans la Grande Bretagne par M. Charles Dupin, 
Force Navale, tome ii. p. 85, 
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was killed, as he lay bleeding' from a previous wound. 
Captain Willoughby, having lost an eye and being 
otherwise severely hurt, was removed from the bread- 
room to the fore part of the hold, as less exposed to 
shot,”* 

The signal, “ Ready for action,” was made to 
counteract the effect of an indication to the contrary, tate- 
by the appearance of a stage up the Nereide’s fore- 
mast. The reason for hoisting the other signal, we 
cannot so readily explain; but, that captain Pym had 
previously made up his mind to attack the french 
squadron in Grand- Port, is clear from the com- 
mencing words of his letter to commodore Rowley : 

“ By my last you were informed of my intention to 
attack the frigates, corvette, and indiamen in this 
port.” He says further ; “ At noon the Ner6ide 
made signal, ‘ Ready for action I then closed, 
and, from the Situation of the enemy, decided on an 
immediate attack,” How Mr, Lesby could under- 
take to act as “ pilot” in a harbour which, accord- 
ing to our information, he never entered, we cannot 
conceive. The midshipman (Timmins) was wounded 
at his quarters on the main deck, and had his head 
shot off while sitting at the door of his cabin in the 
’tween decks. Desperately wounded as captain 
Willoughby was, the surgeon was justified, nay, he 
was bound, to place him in any part of the ship 
where he thought he would be safe ; but, from the 
concurrent testimony of all the surviving officers of 
the Nereide, including doctor Young himself, captain 
Willoughby, after leaving the quarterdeck, w^as 
not in any other part of the ship than the cockpit and 
gun-room. 

Captain Willoughby being now a prisoner, a coun-Co«n'^ 
cil was held ■'by the french governor, to determine as to 
whether or not he should be punished for having 
distributed proclamations among the inhabitants ment 
subversive of their allegiance. It was decided 
that, as the late captain of the Nereide, whatever lougU- 
may have been his previous liability, had been taken 
^ Brenton, vol, iv, p» 469f 
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1810 , in honourable fight, he should be treated as a prisoner 
of war. His wounds not admitting of his removal, 
captain Willoughby remained at Grand-Port, and, 
we believe, was treated passably well. Not so with 
Shame- his brother officers. Captains Pym, Lambert, and 
treat- C*^rtis, witli their respective officers and men, were 
ment Y emoved round to Port-Louis, and were treated in the 
other* harshest manner. But, as men, they could not com- 
officers plain ; for, several ladies, taken out of the captured 
some*' indiamen, were thrown into the same prison and 
ladies, suffered the same privations. Where was general 
Decaen? Where was that gallantry” of which 
Frenchmen are so apt to boast? What has M. Dupin, 
the advocate of french humanity, to say to this ? 
Females made prisoners of war ; nay, treated like 
criminals, and that by Frenchmen, — Frenchmen, who 
will not, even now, scruple to tell an Englishman, 
that their country is half a century more forward in 
civilisation than his. Let us quit the sickening 
subject. We cannot, however, part with commodore 
Hamelin, the hero of Tappanooly,* without stating, 
that the officers and men under his orders plundered 
the British of almost every thing, and added per- 
sonal insult to the brave captain Lambert. 

Brcacii lu Spite of the solemn pledge given by general 
Decaen, that the prisoners, who capitulated to him 
part of on the 28th of August, should be sent home on parole 
DeTaen exchanged in the course of a month, they were 
found at the Isle of France upon its capture ny the 
British in the succeeding December. Soon after this, 
to them and their fellow captives, most fortunate 
occurrence, captains Pym, Lambert, Curtis, and 
Court- Willoughby, and their several officers and men, were 
on* '“'tried by court-martial on board the Illustrious 74, 
officers Port-Louis harbour, for the loss of their respective 
ships, and were most honourably acquitted. The 
sentence upon captain Willoughby being rather of a 
special nature, we shall here give a copy of it. “ The 
court is of opinion, that the conduct of captain 


* See p. 293. 
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Willoughby was injudicious in making the signal, i^io. 

‘ Enemy of inferior force,’ to the Sirius, she being 
the only ship in sight, and not justifiable, as the enemy fence 
evidently was superior. Butthecourtisof opinion, that “P"" 
his majesty’s late ship Nereide was carried into battle wu- 
in a most judicious, officer-like, and gallant manner ; 
and the court cannot do otherwise than express its 
high admiration of the noble conduct of the captain, 
officers, and ship’s company during the whole of 
the unequal contest, and is further of opinion that 
the N6reidc was not surrendered to the enemy until 
she was disabled in every respect, so as to render all 
further resistance useless, and that no blame whatever 
attaches to them for the loss of the said ship.” To this 
testimony in favour of the Nereide, we shall merely 
add, that the noble behaviour of her officers and crew 
threw such a halo of glory around the defeatat Grand- 
Port, that, in public opinion at least, the loss of the 
four frigates was scarcely considered a misfortune. 

The arrival of the Windham recaptured indiaman ne 
in the bay of St.-Paul, Isle Bourbon, on the evening 
of the 22d of August, informed commodore Rowley arrives 
of captain Pym’s projected attack upon the french 
frigates in Grand-Port. At this time, in consequence and 
of a previous arrangement between lieutenant- 
colonel Keating and the commodore, the flank- “lore 
battalion of the 86th regiment was held in readiness ley”^" 
to embark on board the Bombay transport, in order ®aiis 
to establish a strong military post upon Isle Platte, dc ia ^ 
or Flat island. With the view of cooperating more 
effectually with captain Pym, the Boadicea took on 
board two of the flank companies and a detachment 
of artillery, and sailed the same evening ; and the 
Bombay, with the remainder of the force, and a 
supply of provisions both for Isle de la Passe and 
Flat island, was directed to follow as expeditiously 
08 possible. Owing to baffling winds, the progress 
of the Boadicea became very tedious ; and on the 
27th, in the morning, she picked up the Magicienne’s 
barge, with lieutenant Wauchope and 14 men, de- 
spatched by captains Pym and Lambert, with letters, 
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1810. (pari of them duplicates of those brought by lieute- 
'a^ nant Watling,) acquainting the commodore with the 
unfortunate issue of the attack upon the french 
squadron in Grand-Port. 

Arrives Oil tlic 29th, at daylight, the Boadicea made Isle 
»nd is Passe, and perceived two frigates lying to 

chased off the island. These were the Venus and Manche; 
vLu's former still engaged in receiving prisoners from 
and the Iphigcnia and Isle de la Passe. The Astr6e had, 
back*** the preceding evening, been detached to cruise be- 
to st.- tween the isles of France and Bourbon, but was 
seen to-windward by the Boadicea, as the latter, 
with signals flying, approached the Jphigenia, under a 
hope that she was still in captain Lambert’s posses- 
sion. When the Boadicea was nearly within gun- 
shot, the Venus, making a signal to the Manche, 
that the admiral’s motions were to be disregarded, 
crowded sail after the british frigate. The Boadicea 
thereupon tacked and stood off; and presently the 
Venus made a signal to her consort to join in the 
chase. In a short time the two french frigates 
hauled off from the Boadicea ; but, wishing to 
draw them down as far as possible from their 
station, in order to give the Bombay an opportunity 
to succour the Ipliigenia, and to favour the escape 
of both, commodore Rowley again stood towards the 
Venus and Manche. On this the latter resumed 
the chase, and continued it until 8 h. 30 m. p. m. on 
the 30th, when the Boadicea reached in safety the 
road of Saint-Denis, Isle Bourbon. On the 31st, 
in the morning, the Venus and Manche made sail 
from before the road. On the following day, the 1st 
french of September, they chased ineffectually the british 
anew gun-brig Staunch, and late in the evening anchored 
iiiHort- in the harbour of Port-Louis ; where, had just pre- 
Louis. yjQygjy aiTivcd, tlic Astree and Entreprenant. 

Com- Commodore Rowley, as soon as he had cast anchor, 
dore despatched an express across to the bay of St.-Paul, 
Row- with directions to captain James Tomkinson, of the 
saL ship-sloop Otter, then dismantled for heaving down, 
again, to move, witli his ship’s . company, on board the 
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Windham, and join the Boadicea off the island ; 
meaning, with this reinforcement, to proceed in ^s^ 
search of the two french frigates. When the Boadicea 
arrived off' St.-Paul’s, expecting to be joined by 
the Windham, the commodore learnt that captain 
Tomkinson, considering that ship to be unfit for 
immediate service, had declined the command of her. 

In consequence of this, captain Henry Lynne, of the 
Emma government transport, with a highly com- 
mendable zeal and indelatigable exertions, fitted 
that ship with the gnus of tlie Windham, and pre- 
sently joined the Boadicea off’ the road of St.-Paul. 

The latter, accompanied by the Emma, immediately 
made sail towards the Isle of France ; but, soon 
discovering that the transport could not keep com- 
pany with the frigate, tlie commodore detached the 
Emma to cruise between IslcRonde and Rodriguez, orand- 
in order to give notice to any friendly ships she might 
fall in with, of the comparative state of the british 
and french naval forces on the station. The Boadicea 
then proceeded alone off’ Isle de la Passe, and found 
the Iphigenia gone, but plainly, saw four ships at 
anchor in Grand-Port ; the Bellone, with topgallant 
yards across and sails bent, and in apparent readiness 
for sea, the Minerve, with jury topmasts, and the 
Nereide with jury main and inizen niasls. Finding .u st - 
that nothing could be effected by a single frigate as Paul’s- 
matters then stood, the Boadicea put about, and on 
the 11th reanchored in the road of St.-Paul. 

No sooner had the Venus, Manche, Astree, and French 
Entreprenant arrived at Port-Louis, than the droH 
governor-general of the Isle of France began taking 
measures to profit by the naval ascendency which I'ort- 
the French had so unexpectedly acquired in these 
seas. A squadron, to consist of the Iphigenie, (late 
Iphigenia,) captain Bouvet, Astree, Entreprenant, 
and Victor, was to be immediately formed, and 
placed under the orders of the former. Accord- 
ingly, on the 3d of September, the Astree and En- 
treprenant quitted Port-Louis, to eflfect their junction 
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Ipliigenio and Victor o(F Isle de la Passe, 
sqit. On the 9th this object was ellocted ; and in the after- 
noon captain Jloiivet detached the Victor round to 
Port-Louis, to bring some articles of stores required 
for the I])higenie. The latter frigate, with her two 
consorts, the Astree and Entreprenant, then pro- 
ceeded on a cruise off. Isle Bourbon; where the 
Victor, as soon as she had executed her mission, was 
to join them. 

same day the british 38-gnii frigate 
arrives Afr icaine, ca|)taiii Robert Corbett, on her way Irom 
diVguLz ^ Miidras^ touched at the island of Rod- 

nfi’utiz to replenish her water; but, learning* what 
had belallen his friends at the Jsle of France^ captain 
Corbett chaug-ed his route, and hastened to join the 
P,c- squadron under conunodore Rowley. In the spring’ 
vioHs ()| present year this frigate, commanded by 
cecd- captain Richard Raggett, laid returned to Plymouth 
spect-^ Annapolis; whither she had conveyed Mr. 

Jackson, the british ajuba.ssador to the United States. 
About the same time the 38-gun frigate Bourbonaise, 
(late trench Caroline,) ca])tain Robert Corbett, 
anchored at Plymouth Irom the Cape of (xood Hope. 
The admiralty, having’ determined to send the 
Alricaine io tlie Isle of France station, wished to have 
the benefit ol captain Corbett’s lo(‘al experience, 
and therefore aj)pointed him to supersede captain 
Ragg’ctt in tlie command ol that fine Irigate. 
f^^ii • ^ arrival of captain Corbett on board the 
oThor Africainc, the ship^s company manifested an alarm- 
crew to ing degree of discontent at the change of commanders, 
with proceeded to the exlremity of declaring that 

^^ptain^hey would not go to sea with captain Corbett, 
bett. Rear-admiral sir Edward Bnller, accompanied by 
captains Thomas Wolley and George Cockburii, went 
rnitf' Alricaine, fiy diretdion of the board of 

send a admiralty, to inquire of the ship^s company, if they 
fauon complaint against captain 

bLd tliat there was not a man 

on board the frigate, who had ever served under 
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captain Corbett, but that the crew were intimidated 1810 . 
by his reported severity. It was explained to the ^septT* 
men, how certain they were of' being made very 
serious examples of, should they persist in so unrea- 
sonable an expectation, as that the admiralty would 
cancel the appointment of captain Corbett ; but that 
every thing would bo overlooked, if they received 
their captain without any further proof of disaffection. 

By this pi ompt measure on the part of the admi- 'i’’’® 
ralty, coupled with the temperate, but firm conduct rcuira 
of the officers charged with the performance of it 
order was restored, and the men returned to their 
duty without its being found necessary to inflict the 
slightest punishment. In the month of June the An i- 
Africaine sailed for the East Indies, and cajitain 
Corbett was the bearer of despatchesto the governor- forKast 
general, containing orders for the immediate e(|uip- 
ment of an expedition against the isles of France and 
Bourbon. The orders respecting the last-named 
island had, as we have seen, been successfully 
anticipated, some weeks Ijetore the A i’ricaine arrived 
at Rodriguez. On the 11th of September, at day- 
light, the Africaine made the Isle of France: and, 
just as Isle Ronde bore north -north-east two miles, nie of 
she discovered a schooner about four points on the 
larboard bow, standing on a wind to the south- 
ward. At 6 h. 15 m. A. M. the frigate hauled up in 
chase, stood close to the reef in Orande-Baie, and 
tacked ; in doing which she carried away her fore 
topmast. The schooner, which was the french 
aviso. No. 23, commanded by enseigne Francois- 
Nicolas Massieur, from Port Louis laden with stores 
for M. Duperre’s squadron at Crand-Port, then 
bore up off' the land ; but, after having proceeded 
about a quarter of a mile, the vessel hauled to the 
wind, stood in through a passage in the reef, and 
ran on shore in a small bay or creek of the Poudre- 
d’Or coast, within pistol-shot of the beach. 

At 7 h. 3 ra A. M., being near the reef, the Africaine 
hove to and sent her jollvboat, with master’s mate her 

2f2 
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1810 . Jeiikin Jones and six men_, to find tlic passage 
through Avhich the aviso had run. Tlie barge, under 
boats the coininand of lieutenant Robert Forder, quickly 
followed the jollyboat; and the two boats pulled into 
rocks the creek. It was now discovered, that the rocks 
f^end? beach were lined with soldiers, who im- 
schoo- mediately opened a heavy fire of musketry on the 
British. The fire was quickly returned by the 
marines, but with little or no efiect, the French 
sheltering themselves behind the rocks. The barge 
grounded ; but the jollyboat, drawing less water, 
succeeded in boarding the schooner. Not finding 
on board any tiling- which would serve to set her on 
fire, tlie party of seven endeavoured to stave the 
vessel by throwing her guns down the hatchway. 
This was scarcely done, when, having no other arms 
than their cutlasses, the British were compelled to re- 
linquish the prize with the loss of live, out of the six, 
fossir hadly, and the master’s mate slightly wounded, 
conse- Meanwhile the barge, owing to her immovable slate, 
quencc becomc a dead mark for the french soldiers ; 
and, before she could extricate herself, two of her 
men were killed, one lieutenant of marines, (James 
Jackson, tlie 2d, slightly,) one midshipman, (Henry 
Sewell, severely,) and eight men wounded ; making 
a total loss in the two boats, of two men killed and 
16 wounded ; which was within six or eight of the 
whole pai ty that had been sent upon this hazardous, 
and, even had it fully succeeded, inadequate service. 
With the assistance afforded her from the shore, the 
aviso soon got alloat, and on the following day pro- 
ceeded, without further molestation, to the port of 
her destination. 

Disco- As soon as her two boats returned, which ^vas not 
two* until 1 h. 30 m. p. m., the Africaine bore up for Isle 
off^nic* ^^'4 at 4 a. m. on the morning- of the T2th 

Bour- made the island. At 6 a. m. the Africaine observed 
two ships in the offing of St.-Denis, and at 7 a. m. 
learnt from a transport at anchor in the bay, that 
they were french, a.s well as a man-of-war brig now 
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also seen to-windward of the frigates. At 8 a, m. 
captain Corbett went on shore ; and the Africaine, 
continued standing on and off the bay, clearing her- 
self for action. At 10 a.m. the two frigates, which 
were, as may be conjectured, the Ipliigenie and 
Astree, telegraphed each other ; and then the En- 
treprenant, the brig in company, made sail to the 
north-cast, and was soon out of sight. The Astree 
and Iphigenie stood in upon the larboard tack, as if 
disposed to offer battle : whereupon captain Corbett, 
who was employed in landing his badly wounded, 
that they might be sent to the hospital, hoisted a 
broad pendant and red ensign. The object of doing 
this was, by deceiving the French into a belief 
that the Africaine was their old acquaintance the 
Boadicea, to conceal the fact of any additional british 
force having arrived on the station. 

At noon, or shortly afterwards, the Boadicea 
herself weighed from the bay of St.-Paid, and accom- dore 
panied by the 16-gun ship-sloop Otter, captain James 
Tomkinson, and gun-brig Staunch, lieutenant Ben- pro- 
jamin Street, proceeded in chase of the two french 
frigates, also seen by them in the offing to-windward. chase 
At 2 p. M. the Boadicea and her two consorts rounded 
Pointe du Galet, having the wind well from the south- twom- 
ward ; while the Iphigenie and Astree were under 
all sail on the starboard tack, with the wind, a 
common occurrence in the vicinity of Madagascar, 
fresh from the eastward. The instant she cleared 
the bay of St.-Paul, the Boadicea was descried, 
and, making her number, became at once recognised Atri- 
by the Africaine ; from whom the french frigates r^og- 
at this^time bore north distant eight miles. Com-^'s® 
modore Rowley, when getting under way, hadotLr. 
received an intimation from lieutenant-colonel Keat- 
ing, the lieutenant-governor of Isle Bourbon, that 
an english frigate, reported to be the Africaine, had 
arrived at St.-Denis : he therefore knew that 
the frigate in sight was the Africaine. Captain 
Corbett now returned on board his frigate, attended 
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1810. t)y major A. Barry of the honourable compatjy’s 
service, and captain Elliott of the british regulars. 
At about the same time the frigate received from 
tile shore a lieutenant and 25 soldiers of the 86th 
regiment, to replace her wounded, most of whom 
were able seamen. 

The Africainc immediately made sail to the top- 
Ihliros gallantsails, close on a wind, upon the .starboard 
ipiiif;..- tack, the sanu^ as that on which tlic french ships 
Astree. wcrc Standing. These, at aliont 3 i>. ai., had de- 
scried the Buadieea and her two consorts. The 
latter captain Bonvet knew ivere the Otter and 
Staunch; hut the Boadicea, on account of the ruse 
practi.-iccl by the Africainc in the morning, he took 
to be the Windham, ec|nippcd as a ship of war. By 

6 p. AI. the Otter and Staiincli had so dropped astern 
in the chase, as to be entirely out of sight of the 
Africainc ; and about the same time the Boadicea, 
being headed by the east ivind, took in her studding- 
sails and braced up. This brouglit her about eight 
miles on tlie Africuine’s lee ipiarter. At 6 h. 20 in. 
p, M. the Africainc lost sight of the Boadicea ; and 
in 10 minutes more the latter lost sight, in the 
opposite direction, of the Otter and Staunch. The 
weathermost french frigate, linding the Africainc 
approaching fa.st, bore up to join her consort; and at 

7 h. 30 in. p. M. the Africainc was about two miles 
and a half on the weather (piarter of the two fri- 
gates, with sucli a decided superiority in sailing, 
as to kfcp way with them under topsails and fore- 
sail, while they were carrying topgallalitsails and 
courses. 

Makes Pi •oceeding thus under easy sail, in order t» allow 
the Boadicea time to get up, the Africaine, as soon 
lioadi- as it grew dark, began firing rockets and burning 
blue-light.s, to point out her situation to the Boadicea, 
between whom and the Africaine no signahs, beyond 
the answering pendant of the latter to tlie Boadicca’s 
number, had yet been exchanged. At 9 p. M. the 
Boadicea saw a flash iti the south-east, and at 9 h. 
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30 m. p. M. observed the two frcneh frigates and the 
AlVicaine burn blue-lights. At 1 h. 50 ni. a. m. on 
the 13th, in the midst of a fresh squall, the french 
frigates boro up ; and immediately the Africaine, 
fearing their intention might be to run or wear, bore 
up also, and nuuined her starboard guns. At 2 h. 

10 m. A. M. the Astree and Iphigenie again hauled to 
the wind on the same tack ; and tlie Africaine, having 
hauled up likewise, found herself within less than 
muskct-shot distance on the Astree’s weather (juartei*. 

The Boadicea was now four or live miles distant on ^ 
the lee quarter of the AlVh-ainc ; but, having been uu. two 
thrown, by accident, into so good a position, and 
knowing that a run of two or three hours more would gutcs. 
bring the French to Port-Tjouis, ca])tain Corbett 
could not refrain from becoming the assailant. 

Accordingly, at 2 h. 20 m. a. ^f., the Afi icaine tired 
her larboard guns, loaded with two round shot each, 
into the starboard and weather quarter of (he Astree, 
who immediately returned the lire. The second imu 
broadside from the Astree moiially wounded (aiptain 
Corbett, a shot striking off his right foot above the wound- 
ancle, and a blow from a splinter causing a compound 
fracture of the thigh of the same leg. The com- 
mand of the Africaine now devolved upon lieu- 
tenant Josejdi Crenv Tullidge ; who was ordei-ed by 
captain Corbett, as he was removing' below, to bring 
the enemy to close action. At 2 h. 30 m. a. m., hav- 
ing had her Jib-boom and the weather clue of her 
fore topsail .shot aw ay, and fearing that her bowsprit 
had suffered, the Astree ranged aliead clear of the 
Africaine’s guns. On this the men at the Africaine’s 
forgmost maindeck guns !)eg'au hurrain'g, and the 
remainder of the ship’s company caught and repeated 
the cheer. The lightness of the breeze, which had 
been gradually falling since the tiring coinmcnced. 
Would have deprived the Africaine of her former 
advantage in point of sailing, oven had the Astree’s 
fire not cut away the greater part of her r\mning 
rigging : hence the Africaine had scarcely steerage- 



440 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 

1810. way ttirougli the water. The Iphigenie, meanwhile, 
had bore up, and now took a station on the lee 
quarter of her consort. The breeze freshening a 
little at this time, the Africaine made sail, and run- 
ning alongside the Iphigenie to-windward, recom- 
menced the action, having the Astree on her weather 
bow. A sudden fail in the wind enabled the latter 
ship to retain her position ; and thus lay the Afri- 
caine, with one ship of equal force within half pistol- 
shot on her larboard beam, and another, of the same 
or a greater force, close on her starboard bow, raking 
her with a most destructive fire of round, grape, 
and langridge. 

At 3 h. 30 in. a. m. the Africaine had her jib-boom 
and fore topmast shot away, and shortly afterwards 
her mizen topmast. Lieutenant Tullidge, by this 
time, had been severely wounded in four places, but 
could not be persuaded to go below. Lieutenant 
Fordcr, the next officer in seniority, had been shot 
through the breast with a musket-ball, and taken 
below ; and at 4 p. m. the master had his head carried 
off by a round shot. Still the Africaine continued 
the action ; but her fire gradually grew feebler, 
until about 4 h. 45 m. a. m., when it entirely ceased. 
The ship was now with her three lower masts reduced 
to a tottering state, her hull pierced in all directions, 
her quarterdeck nearly cleared of officers and men, 
and her main deck so thrnned, that only six guns 
could be properly manned. Being in this disabled 
state ; seeing also, from the calm state of the weather, 
no chance of relief from the Boadicea, whom the open- 
ing daylight discovered about four or five miles off, 
and having no hope of escape, nor means of further 
Afri- resistance, the Africaine, at a few minutes before 
surren- 5 A. M., hauled down her colours. Although this was 
ders. done, and every light extinguished, the French, 
contrary to the law of arms, continued, for nearly 15 
minutes, to fire into the british frigate ; whereby cap- 
tain Elliott of the army (by a grape-shot at the back 
of his head) and several men were killed. 
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The Africaine was armed like other frigates of her 
class,, except in having two additional 9-pounders '"s^ 
on her forecastle^ making her total number ol' guns Her 
48. Of her complement, including the detachment 
of soldiers, of 295 men and boys, the Africaine had &c ’ 
her master, (Samuel Parker,) captain Elliott of the 
army, 28 seamen, 14 private marines, and five sol- 
diers killed, her captain, (mortally,) first and second 
lieutenants, (Joseph Crew Tullidge and Robert 
Forder, severely,) first lieutenant of marines, (James 
Jackson, this time* severely,) two master’s mates, 
(John Theed and Jenkin Jones,) two midshipmen, 
(Charles Mercicr and Robert Leech,) one lieutenant 
of the army, (Horne,) 76 seamen, 12 private marines, 
and 17 soldiers (leaving only three out of the 25 in an 
effective state) wounded; total, 49 killed and 114 
wounded. Captain Corbett had his leg amputated 
below the knee durijig the action, and died about six 
hours after the operation had been performed. Had 
he survived, he must have submitted to a second am- 
putation above the compound fracture. The surgeon, 
although a skilful man, was himself a cripple, and 
very sickly ; and, for want of .sufficient assistance, 
had his attention too much distracted by the number 
of wounded officers and men that, in rapid succession, 
were brought to the cockpit. 

The Astree, when subsequently captured by the 
British, mounted 44 guns, similar to those carried french 
at this time by other french frigates of her class ; “''■p®- 
and she had, it appears, on commencing the action 
with the Africaine, a complement of 360 men 
and boys. The Iphig6nie carried her english ar- 
mament, consisting of 42 guns, similar to those of 
her class with a complement, as acknowledged, 
of 258 men and boys. The loss sustained by the 
french frigates, as stated in the letter of commodore 
Bouvet, amounted to nine men killed, and one officer 
and 32 men wounded, on board the Iphigeuie, and 


* See p. 436. 
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1810 . one man killed and two wounded on board the 
Astree; total, 10killedand35 wounded. The damages 
of the french frigates bore a proportion to their loss 
of men. The Astree was very slightly injured in 
hull or spars. Thelphig6nie had her mastSj yards, and 
rigging more or less wounded and cut, but none of 
her masts so dangerously struck as to require rcne wing. 
mLks twofold disparity, against which this action 

mrihe was fought, is as palpably conspicuous, as the valour 
action, commenced, and the firmness that continued it ; 
and yet the judgment of captain Corbett, in not 
waiting the arrival of the Boadicea, has been ques- 
tioned. Had the Africaiiie shortened sail for that 
purpose, there can be little doubt that the french 
frigates, who had clearly seen the Otter and Staunch 
ill the morning, would have pursued their course to 
Port-Louis. A near approach would soon have dis- 
covered to them, that the supposed iiidiaman was a 
real frigate, and a large one too; and commodore 
Bouvet, brave as he undoubtedly was, would, we 
think, have declined engaging two british frigates, a 
frigate-built sloop of war, and an armed brig; and 
who could blame him? With respect to the con- 
duct of the AlVicaine in commencing the action, it is 
not easy at all times to distinguish between discretion 
and shyness ; and the very thought of such an impu- 
tation, as the mildest of the two terms may convey, 
is enough to fire the blood of any man who holds 
his gallantry sacred, d'en frigates, lost like the 
Africaine, weigh less, as a national misfortune, than 
one frigate given up without any, or even with an 
inadequate, resistance. 

No sooner was the Africaine in possession of her 
Caine’s captors, than her shot-lockers were ransacked to 
warned supply the Iphigenic, whose guns were of the same 
for. caliber; but only 50 round shot remained of 
former’s originally ample .store. That they had 
been expended in the action is certain ; but there is 
reason to believe, that the Africaine’s crew had 
been very little, if at all, exercised at the guns : con- 
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sequently that, in nine times out of ten, the meti 
might as well have fired blank cartridges as shot, 'se^t^ 
A proof of this has already appeared in the trifling 
execution done to the two french frigates. That the 
Iphigenie, although mounting english guns, had 
stood in no actual need of shot for theih, we infer, 
because not a cornjdaint of the kind is discoverable in 
captain Bouvet’s account of the action. On the other 
hand, the French could have had but a very small 
quantity of english round shot left, and would naturally 
be anxious to procure as many of the Africaine’s shot 
as they could, in order that the Iphigenie might be 
ready to defend herself in case of being attacked. 

At a few minutes before the Africaine hauled dovvn Boa- 
her flag, a breeze began to swell the sails of the arrives, 
Boadicea ; and the latter, very soon after daylight, '’"t 

passed within ninsket-shot of the enemy.” It was{,arkto 
now discovered that the Africaine was a prize to fhe®"^^ 
two french frigates, and greatly disabled, while 
they appanmtly had snifered but little. At G a. m. 
the Bftadicea tacked and stood to-windward of the 
Iphigenie and Astree, to look for the Otter and 
Staunch ; whose very bad sailing was at this time 
particadarly unfortunate. At G h. 10 m. a. m. the 
Africaine’s foremast was seen to fall by the board ; 
at 7 A. M. her mizenmast and main topmast, and at 
8 A. M. her mainmast. Her bowsprit, or the head 
of it, also, we believe, went; and thus was the 
Africaine a totally dismasted hulk. 

We regret to find, that the only paragraph in fom- 
commodore Rowley’s letter respecting the state of the 
Africaine’s masts is the following : Day dawmed 
alid showed us the result : the enemy ajjpeared to letter, 
have suffered little; the Africaine was in their pos- 
session, with no apparent loss but that of her mizen 
topmast.” To this we cannot do better than oppose, 
in addition to the facts we have gleaned from the 
Boadi(^ea’s log, an extract from the official letter 
of lieutenant Tullidge. Of the Africaine’s sub- 
sequent recapture by the Boadicea, their lordships 
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1810. must of course liave been informed by commodore 
Rowley. I must add, however, that her remaining 
masts and bowsprit fell over the side soon after our 
quitting l»er.” But, as lieutenant Tullidge’s letter, 
owing to the unfair and impolitic practice of suppress- 
ing the official details of a defeat, simply because it is 
a defeat, never appeared in the London Gazette, the 
contradiction, w'c fear, comes too late to produce much 
elFect. In saying that the Africainc, when first seen 
by the Boadicea in the grey of the morning, had all 
three of her lower masts standing, commodore Rowley 
was correct ; but he omitted to mention, what all on 
board the Boadicea must have seen, or the entries 
would not have been in her log, that, within three 
hours afterwards, the Africaine was totally dismasted. 
French At 7 h. 30 m. A. M. the Boadicea discovered the 
abnn-'^* Ottcr aod Staunch to-windward, and at 10 a. m. was 
Afri them. At 40 minutes past noon the Boadicea 

cainc. Slid her two companions bore up, with a fine breeze 
from the south-south-east, for the two french frigates 
and the wreck of the Africaine. At 1 h.30 m.p.M. the 
Boadicea hauled up her foresail, and came to the 
wind on the larboard tack. At 3 li. 30 m. p. m. she 
and her consorts again bore up; and in 10 minutes 
afterwards the Astree, taking the Iphigenie in tow, 
She is abandoned the Africainc and made sail to-windward. 
tureci At 5 p. M., by wliicli time the Boadicea had arrived 
lifcer abreast of the Africaine, the latter fired two 

guns and hauled down the french colours. 

Part of The surprising spectacle was now seen, of several 

Mine’s Africaine’s late crew swimming off from her 

crew to the Boadicea. Upon their arrival on board, the men 
expressed the utmost eagerness to renew the action 
board with the two fi’ench frigates, under an officer whose 
°^**“*' mild system of discipline had been made known to 
them through the same channel, as that by which they 
had formerly learnt the very opposite system pursued 
by the commander, whom they were compelled to 
receive as the successor of captain Raggett. If the act 
of the late Africaine’s sailors, in swimming to the 
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Boadicea, betrayed the nature of their feelings re- 
specting captain Corbett, it as decidedly showed, 
that, although their ship had been captured, their 
spirit was unsubdued. 

On board the Africaine, at her recapture, were Boadi- 
found about 70 of her wounded and 83 of her remain- “^8 
ing crew, along witli the french prize-master and his 
nine men. At 9 p. m., the two french frigates still in to st.- 
sight working to-windward, the Boadicea took the 
Africaine in tow ; and, accompanied by the Otter 
and Staunch, proceeded towards the bay ofSt.-Paul. 

On tlie 14th, at daylight, the Astree and Iphigenie 
were again descried l)y tlic Boadicea and her crippled 
and two remaining consoris, and continued to be seen 
until 11 A. M. ; when they disappeared, but were 
again discovered at 5 p. At., and remained in sight 
till dark. On the 15th, at noon, commodore Rowley Com- 
anchored in St.-Paul’s hay; hut, in the evening, 
weighed with the Boadicea, Otter, and Staunch, and 
made sail to the north-east. On the IGth, at daylight, go^s to 
the two french frigates were seen close off Castle 
St.-Bernard. The latter then stood away to-windward, 
and the Itritish ships steered for the road of St.-Denis. 

On the 17th, at daylight, the two frigates were dis- sence 
covered to-windward, in company with unarmed brig. 

At 9 h. 40 in. the Iphigenie and Astree bore up, as m- 
if with the intention of attacking, but more probably 
to reconnoitre, the Boadicea and her two consorts; 
who were, then waiting otf St.-Denis for the return of 
a boat which commodore Rowley had sent to the 
shore. At 11 ii. 20 m. a. m. the french ships hove to, 
and shortly afterwards made sail to-windward. At 
2 p. M. commodore Rowley ])ut back towards St.- 
Paul’s ; at G p. ai. lost sight of the two french frigates ; 
and on the 18th, at 5 a. m., reanchored in the 
bay. The armed brig, seen along with the Iphigenie 
and Astree, was the honourable company’s cruiser 
Aurora, of 16 guns and 100 men, which they had 
just before captured. On the 22d, in the morning, 
captain Bouvet, with his two frigates and prize, 
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1810. anchored in the harbour of Port-Louis. We shall 
's^ by and by see, that the frencli commodore would 
have done better, had he remained another day 
cruising- off Isle Bourbon. 

Com- jjy uf excuse for the abandonment of his first 
(lore prize oil the approach of the Boadicea, accompanied 
vecs” ’y sloop of war and a gun-brig, commodore Bouvet 
ridson thus expresses himself: “ I thought it best not to wait 
aban- enemy in the unrigged ami dismantled state in 

doniiig which I found myself. I was therefore compelled, 
^1"' much to my regret, to abandon to him my prize, 
although but a hulk, tilled with the dead and the 
dying.” “^.Te jugeai a propos dene pas attendre 
I’ennemi dans I’etat de deiabrement et de denuement 
oil je me trouvais. Je fus aussi constraint, a mon grand 
regret, de liii abaiidoniier nia prise, quoique ce ne fut 
qu’une carcasse chargee de morts et de mourans.” 

Re- We are somewhat fearful of pressing too hard 
on the upon the french commodore, lest he should turn upon 
subject. US and say, that, being crippled and deficient of 
ammunition, the Iphigenie could have made but a 
feeble resistance against the Otter and Staunch, while 
commodore llowley, with the Boadicea, might have 
gone in chase ofthe Astree ; and that, admitting the 
latter to have escaped to-windward, the Iphigenie, 
whose rate of sailing at best was fmt indifferent, 
would, now that her rigging was in disorder, un- 
doubtedly have been recaptured. In justice to cap- 
tain Rowley, however, it becomes us to add, that 
he could have had no knowledge of the low state of 
the Iphigenie’s ainmunition; and, considering that the 
Boadicea was at this time the only britisli frigate upon 
the station, and that two french frigates, the Venus 
and Manche, were cruising in the neighbourhood, it 
behoved the commodore to be particularly cautious 
in risking the loss of the small force left under his 
orders. 

We, at a former page, attributed the little execu- 
tion done by the Africaine to her two opponents, 
to the uuskilfulness of her crew in gunnery. As 
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one proof that the men had not been exercised 
at the gunsj they frequently during the action 
threw the quoins aside, or put them in on their edges; un- 
iu the one case elevating, in the other depressing, 
the guns beyond all mark. It is the general belief, Af!t” 
we know, that the Africaine’s crew were disaffected, on 
account of the ill treatment they had experienced from 
their captain. We regret to have to state, that the 
more our inquiries have been extended on that 
point, the more they have convinced us, that captain 
Corbett was an excessively severe officer. We trace 
hirn, in his career of cruelty, from the Seahorse to ofcapt. 
the Nereide, and from the Nereide to the Africaine. 

If, in the Africaine, he Hogged less than he did on 
board the Nereide, it was because the crew of the 
former, taken generally, were much better seamen 
than the crew of the latter. 

There are many who will insist, that captain Cor- Man- 
betCs death-wound was inllicted by one of his own"J^''°^ 
people. Had the wound been caused by a musket or death, 
pistol ball, a possibility might exist that such had 
been the case ; but what becomes of the assertion, 
when the wound, and that the partial excision of a 
limb, was inflicted by a cannon ball ? Others, and 
some of them officers of known veracity, have in- 
formed us that, unable to brook his defeat, captain 
Corbett, during the temporary absence of an attend- 
ant, cut the bandages from his amputated limb, and 
suff ered himself to bleed to death. A contemporary, 
in the statement, “ Captain Corbett did not (we fear 
would not) survive his capture,^’* a])pears to be of 
the same opinion. Still, looking to the source 
whence we derived it, we are disposed to (ionsider 
our first information as the most correct, that the 
want of proper surgical aid, coupled with the exist- 
ence of a compound fracture above the amputated 
limb, was the immediate cause of captain Corbett’.s 
death. 

On a subsequent day, April 23, 1811, the surviving 
* Brenton, vol. iv. p. 477. 
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isio. officers and crew of the late Africaine were tried by 
a court-martial for the loss of their ship, and most 
Ac nit honourably acquitted ; and lieutenant Tullidge was 
tar^nd declared to have behaved " in the most gallant 
promo- determined manner, although he had received 
Ueute- four Severe wounds during the action. We are 
happy to add, that, on the 1st of the succeeding 
August, this brave and deserving officer was pro- 
moted to the rank of commander. 

Returning to the proceedings of the year 1810 off 
the Isle of France, we have to state, that on the 17th 
of September, in the morning, the british 18-pounder 
32-gun frigate Ceylon, captain Charles Gordon, from 
Ceylon Madras on her way to Isle Bourbon, arrived off 
arrives Port-Loiiis, in the expectation of falling in with the 
squadron under commodore Rowley. After recon- 
noitring the harbour, and, on account of the many 
large ships within it, estimating the french force at 
seven frigates and a large corvette, captain Gordon 
bore up and made all sail on his course alongshore 
towards Isle Bourbon. Since 8 a. m., when off Canon- 
nier point, the Ceylon had been descried from the 
signal-posts; and, although at first taken for an enemy’s 
cruiser, was afterwards, chiefly on account of her 
having a poop, believed to be an indiaman with troops 
chased board. Tlie french men of war at this time in Port- 
by Louis Averc the Venus, Manche, and Victor ; and at 1 h. 

15 m. p. M. commodore Hamelin weighed and put to 
Victor, sea with the Venus and the corvette, in pursuit of 
the Ceylon, then nearly abreast of Morne-Brabant, 
at the south-western extremity of the island. 

. This Avill be the proper place to show how the parties, 
”on. ^ now on the eve of coming to blows, stood in point 
of relative force. Some time in the year 1805 the 
british government authorized the purchase in India, 
among other ships, of the Bombay, a frigate-built 
indiaman of 672 tons. The ship was immediately 
put upon the establishment of a first-class 32-gun 
frigate, and armed with 24 long 18-pounders on the 
main deck, and two long nines and 14 carronades. 
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24 pounders, on the quarterdeck and forecastle, 
total 40 guns. In consequence of a 74 of the name ''se^ 
of Bombay being laid down at Deptford, the name 
of the newly purchased frigate was changed to Ceylon. 

Her established complement appears to have been 
235 men and boys. Of this number, the Ceylon, on 
quitting Madras, was 47 men short ; but she there 
took on board 100 soldiers of tlie 69th and 86th regi- 
ments, a portion of whom were to serve as marines. 

So that, with major-general Abercroniby and six or 
seven other passengers, the Ceylon had on board a 
total of about 295 men and boys. 

The Venus was armed precisely as the Minerve* Force 
and other frigates of that class, and had a regular 
crew of 380 men and boys. The Victor was the 
same Jena, of which we have before spoken ; j- a mere 
shell of a vessel, not to be compared, in point of 
size or efficiency, with the 18-gun brig-class, althongh 
carrying the same armament. At all events it is 
certain that, when fitted out in the british service, she 
was established with the old Victor’s sixteen 32- 
ponnder carronades and two sixes ; bnt we believe 
ca])tain Moricc, when he again commissioned her as 
a french corvette, landed two of her guns ; thus 
leaving her with only 1 6, which were full as many as 
the ship could carry, with ease to herself and security 
to her people. 

At 2 p. M. the Ceylon descried the Venus and Ccyion 
Victor in chase of her, and continued steering west by nues 
south, under all sail, with a fresh breeze at east- 
south-east. At dusk, observing that the headmost towards 
ship was considerably ahead of her consort, the 
Ceylon shortened sail, to allow the former to close ; 
but, at 10 p. M., discovering in the moonlight that 
the Venus had reduced her sail, as if to await the 
coming up of her consort, the british frigate again 
made all sail to keep the two ships apart. The 
V6nus, as may be supposed, sailed much faster than 


* See vol, iv. p. 335. 
VOL. V. . 2 G 


t See p. 106. 
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the ci-devant indianian; and at 15 minutes past 
Sopt. noon, upon Ihc near a|)proaeli ol’ the ronner, captain 
ispn- Gordon, liaviiiif previously made all clear, shortened 
K'lgod sail to hei’iii the action. In live niiiuites more the 
vLus. V^thms ()ass{'(l under the stern of the british frig’ate ; 
and, alter liailin<>- and discliarfrino' two muskets, and 
receiving' the lire of her stern-chasers, the former 
ranged up on tlie Ceylon’s starboard quarter. 

The mutual discovery now made, of tlic immense 
disparity in size and apparent force between the two 
ships, althoug'h it may not have disheartened the 
one, must have greatly animated the other. JJow- 
ever, a severe condict ensiK'd, ami conlinned until 
Latter about 1 li. 15 III. A. ,M. ; wlicii, having by this time 
fstoni. ascertained, clearly enough, tliat her ojijionent was 
a ship ot war, the Venus wort' round and drojqied 
astern. The Ct'ylon was thus alforded an oppor- 
tunity of lepairing' her damagtnl rigging, and of 
making sail to escape from an antagonist, who, 
although singly not what a british frigate w'ould con- 
sider a dec ided overmatch, wais deemed too powerful 
to be engaged when likely so soon to be aided by a 
consort, believed to be, at the least, of equal force. 
Hcus same sujicriority of sailing, which had first 

the enaliled the Venus to overtake the Ceylon, brought 
action. j,e,. alongside ; and at 2 h. 15 m. a. m. the 

action recommenced. It was now maintained with 
such renewed vigour on both side.s, that, by a little 
after 8 a. m ., the Venus had lost her inizenmast and 
her tore and main topmasts, and the Ceylon her fore 
and main topmasts and gall. The standing and 
running rigging of both frigates was also much cut, 
and the courses of the Ceylon were torn nearly to 

cilrucr to|)masts. In this umiianage- 

able state, the two frigates continued engaging until 
a few minutes past four, when the Vc^nus dropped 
about 400 yards to-leeward, and fired only at inter- 
vals. At this time the Victor was seen from the 
Ceylon, coming down under a crowd of canvass. At 
about 4 h. 30 m. a. m., having passed close to-wind- 
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ward of the Ceylon, the Victor placed herself athwart 
the latter ship’s bows, as if intending- to rake her. 

At tins moment, being unable, in her totally imgovern- victor 
able state, to evade a lire which, as coming from a **^**''®® 
ship supposed, even yet, to be a second Venus in 
point of force, might have been very destructive, Ccyion 
the Ceylon showed a light as a signal of having 
struck. At 5 h. 10 m. a. m. a lieutenant, with a 
party of men, came on board irom the corvette and 
took possession of the prize ; and captain Gordon, 
his lirst and tliird lieutenants, (George Henry 
Campbell and Edmund Malone,) and major-general 
Abercromby and the other army-ollicers, were car- 
ried on board tlie Venus. 

The loss of the Ceylon’s topmasts has already 
been stated : her lower masts were also much in- 
jured ; and her loss of men amounted to six seamen 
and four soldiers of the GOth regiment, acting as Wmis. 
marines, killed, her captain, master, (William Oliver, 
both severely,) captain Ross of the G9th regiment, her 
boatswain, (Andrew Graham,) 17 sailors, one marine, 
and nine soldiers wounded ; total, 10 killed and 31 
wounded. The principal damage done to the Venus 
consisted in the loss of her mizenmast and topmasts, 
as already described ; but her loss of men, although, 
in all probability, full as severe as that on board the 
Ceylon,we are unable to state, owing to the silence of 
the published accounts, and the failure of our eiforts 
to obtain the particulars from any private source. 

It is generally an advantage to a well-disciplined 
ship to engage at night ; because, in case of being nTlius 
assailed by a superiority of force, she may reduce 
the odds, nearly if not quite, to the level of her own 
powers by a superiority of tactics. But the Ceylon 
would have done better, had she fought her action 
by daylight; not owing to any lack of skill in her 
crew, as the damages of her antagonist testify, but 
because the obscurity of night caused her to over- 
rate, far to overrate," the force of that antagonist’s 
unengaged consort. Had the Victor been rigged with 

2 G 2 
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1810. two masts instead of three, as, with one or two 
*s^ exceptions, all similarly armed vessels in the british 
navy at that time were, her real insig-nilicance would 
have discovered itself even in the dark, and her ap- 
proacli been greeted with a broadside, which would 
probably have sent the Victor to the bottom, or, at all 
events, have disabled her from offering any effectual 
resistance. What resources would then have re- 
mained to the Ceylon, it is difficult to say ; but, 
undoubtedly, she was in no worse state than the 
Venus; and, had a suspeusiou of the firing con- 
tinued a few hours longer, the appearance of the 
british force, whose arrival we shall presently have 
to announce, would have preserved the Ceylon’s 
flag from falling, and would have prevented a french 
18-gun corvette from claiming the honour of having 
summoned, successfully summoned, a british frigate 
to surrender. 

Com- 7 ii, 30 111 . A. M. commodore Rowley, whom 

dore with the Boadicea, Otter, and Staunch, we left at 
Row- anchor in the road of St.-Paul, first descried the two 
sails french ships and their prize, then abreast of St.- 
suit'of Drills, and about three leagues distant from the shore, 
com- At7h.40m. A. M., having received . 50 volunteers from 
"("“g the Africaine, the Boadicea, accompanied by her 
Hnrac two coiisorts, got luidcr way and made sail in chase; 
and the Victor, who at 8 a. m. had discovered and 
signalled the british vessels as they cleared the bay, 
hastened to take the Ceylon in tow, and follow the 
Venus, now using her best endeavours to get back 
to the Isle of France. Scarcely had the Victor 
made sail with the Ceylon, than the tow-rope broke; 
and it was not until nearly noon that the priz.e was 
again secured. The corvette, with the wind fresh from 
the east-south-east, again steered after the Venus; 
who was standing on the starboard tack, under her 
foresail and mainsail, and a small sail upon the stump 
of her mizenraast. At 3h. 30 m. p. m., being too. 
small and light to tow the Ceylon with any effect, 
the Victor slipped or cast off the hawser; and, 
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waiting only till he had taken his officer and 
men out of the prize, captain Morice hauled up "s^ 
towards the Venus. Tlie latter wore to join her 
consort, and then came to again on the larboard tack, 
with her head towards the Boadicea ; while the 
Victor herself, as ordered by commodore Hamelin, 
stood away to the eastward. 

As soon as the Victor got out of gun-shot, the 
Ceylon rehoisted the colours which had been struck ceyion 
in the morning, and was again a british ship of war 
under the temporary command of Mr. Philip Fitz- 
Gibbon, the second lieutenant. At 4h. 40 in. i*. m. 
the Boadicea ran the Venus alongside ; and, after 
a 10 minutes’ mutual cannonade, in which the Boadicea and 
had her bowsprit badly struck and two men wounded, 
and the Venus nine men killed and 1.5 wounded, the Venus, 
french frigate hauled down her colours. Soon after 
the Boadicea had taken her prize in tow, the Otter, 
by signal, rendered the same service to the Ceylon ; 
and captain Gordon, having by this time returned on 
board with his first and third lieutenants, resumed 
the command of his recovered frigate. The Victor 
being too far off to be pursued with any chance of 
overtaking her, commodore Rowley returned with 
his prize and recapture to the bay of St.-Paul. 

In order to show what an important discrepancy British 
occurs between the french and english official ac- “rencU 
counts of the capture of the Ceylon, we here subjoin ac- 
an extract from each. Captain Morice says: 
this moment I discovered that the two vessels had 
lost their topmasts and one her mizenmast; each 
was at quarters,*' and ready for .action ; the fire at 
length ceased, and I recognised the Venus; I passed 
within pistol-shot of the enemy without being fired 
at; I wore round on the other tack, and again passed q® 
him at the same distance without receiving any fire. Morice 
I closed the commodore, who ordered me to demand 
of this vessel whether or not she had surrendered ; 

I immediately executed the service, and returned to 

* The lights in the ports would discover this. 
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1810 . tjje commodore with information that she had struck; 
'sepT^ I then lay to and sent a boat coinriianded by M. 
Menager, enseigne de vaisseau, to take out the offi- 
cers of this vessel, and convey them on board the 
Venus : that order was executed. Daylight came ; 
and I perceived that these vessels had fought with 
all sail set, from seeing a foretopmast studding-sail 
hanging from the enemy’s fore yard-arm.”^ 

Here follow's an extract from the official letter of 
Gordon : “ At 5 a. m., the enemy’s fore and 
Gor- main masts standing, with the assistance of his fore- 
sail, enabled him to w'ear close under our stern, and 
take a raking posifion under our lee quarter. His 
majesty’s ship lying an unmanageable wreck, I 
directed the luizen topsail to be cut away, and endea- 
voured to set a fore staysail, in hopes of getting the 
ship before the wind, but without cllect. The second 
ship having opened her lire, with the great advantage 
the enemy had by having both his ships under com- 
mand, enabled him to take and keep his raking 
position, and pour in a heavy and destructive fire, 
while his majesty’s ship could only bring a few cjuarter 
guns to boar. In the shattered and disabled state 
of his majesty’s ship, a retreat was impossible. The 
superiority of the enemy’s heavy and destructive 
fire left me no hopes of succe.ss. Reduced to this 
distre.ssed situation, feeling the firmest conviction 
that every energy and exertion was called forth, 
under the influence of the strongest impression I 
had discharged my duty and upheld the honour of 
his majesty’s arms, feeling it a duty I owed to the 
officers and crew, who had nobly displayed that 
bravery which is so truly their characteristic, when 
I had lost alt hopes of .saving his majesty’s ship, to 
prevent a useless elfusion of blood, I was under the 
painful necessity of directing a light to be shown to 
the second ship (hat we had struck.” 

The following is an extract from the log of the 


* For the original extract, .see Appendix, No. 14. 
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Ceylon, authenticated in the customary manner ; 

At 4, enemy having dropped to-leewaid tv\o''i^ 
cables’ lengths, his tire nearly (lone, saw his (consort c^y- 
ooming down under all sail. The ship at this period 
being entirely unmanageable, on the second ship 
crossing our bow, apparently to rake us, to prevent 
a further and unnecessary effusion of blood, struck 
our colours to enemy about | past 4. At 5, 10, a 
lieutenant and party of men came on board from 
the sloop of war Victor, of 18 guns.” According, 
therefore, to the concurrent testimony of the french 
captain’s account and the british ship’s log, but in 
opposition to the british captain’s public letter, the 
Cevlon struck to the Victor without beiiiff fired at 
by her. We must, however, in justice to captain 
Gordon remark, that the expression, “ enabled him 
to take and keep his raking position, and pour in a 
heavy and destructive fire,” appears to refer to the 
Venus, and the previous expression, having 
opened her fire,” to the Victor. A little more pains, 
in framing his letter, would have pievented this ob- 
scurity. With respect to the exact time of surrender, 
that is of little consequence ; but the ‘‘ showing of 
a light” proves that day had not quite broken, and 
consequently that it could not well have been after 

5 A. M.” 

Next to the loss of his frigate, the greatest mis- Cnpt 
fortune that has befallen captain Gordon, is the zeal 'o™" 
with which a brother-oflicer of his, and a contempo- 
rary of ours, advocates his cause. “ She (the Ceylon) 
mounted,” not 40 but, ‘^30 guns.” — the 17f h of 
September, she arrived otf Port-Louis, and discovered 
seven sail of french frigates, and a corvette, lying in 
the harbour. The british squadron not being in 
sight, captain Gordon made all sail for the island 
of Bourbon, pursued by two of the frigates, one of 
whieh brought him to close action, which was main- 
tained for an hour and ten minutes. About midnight 
the enemy hauled oft) and dropped astern, but re- 
newed the action at two in the morning, accompanied 



456 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 

by the second frigate, who was very soon reduced 
to a mere wreck by the gallant fire of the Ceylon ; 
and she fell astern with her raizen mast, and fore 
and main topmasts over the side. Unfortunately, 
the united fire of the two frigates shot away the 
topmasts of the Ceylon about tlie same time, and 
she became unmanageable. The action was still 
continued until five a. m. when one of the frigates, 
with her fore and main mast standing, took a raking 
position under the quarter of the british ship, where 
she kept up a fire, unchecked by any return from 
the Ceylon, whose gallant captain directed the 
mizen topsail to be cut away, to enable the ship to 
get before the wind. This resource failing, and 
every thing having been done for the preservation 
of the ship, the colours were hauled down to su- 
perior force. The frigates were the Venus, of 44 
guns and 380 men, and the Victor, (formerly english,) 
of 16 guns and 120 men.”* 

A frigate,’’ indeed ; such a frigate as captain 
™CTpt. Brenton himself would have gladly met in the Merlin 
Bren- sloop sucli a frigate as he would have thought 
ac-* it a step to have been removed from into the 
count. Amaranthe brig ; J such a frigate, in short, as the 
old 16-gun schooner Netley, with her non-recoil 
carronacies, would havebeen ashamed to run from. As 
far as we can judge from the context, by the ship that, 
previous to midnight, sustained a close action of 
“ an hour and ten minutes” with the Ceylon, is meant 
the Victor, “ of 16 guns.” If so, this is paying a 
high compliment to the french commander, and 
places in no very creditable light the conduct of his 
antagonist. Such, however, was evidently notthe wri- 
ter’s intention; and it is perhaps not the least fortunate 
circumstance connected with captain Brenton’s narra- 
tive of operations in the vicinity of the isles of France 
and Bourbon, that it is so confusedly put together, and 

* Brenton, vol. iv. p. 473. 
t See vol. iii. p. 398. 
i See p. 125. 
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contains so many contradictions and absurdities^ as i^io. 
considerably to weaken its misleading powers. 

The Boadicea’s prize was a fine frigate of 1105 Court- 
tons ; and, to commemorate the gallant defence of 
the Nereide at Grand-Port, vice-admiral Bertie 
named the V^nus after her. For the capture of the 110 ^ 
Ceylon by the Venus and her consort, captain 
Gordon, his officers, and crew were tried by court- 
martial on board the Illustrious 74 belonging to the 
Cape station, and honourably acquitted. 

COLONIAL EXPEDITIONS. — WEST INDIES. 

On the 27 th of January a combined naval and cap- 
military expedition, under the respective commands oJadc- 
of vice-admiral the honourable sir Alexander Coch- 
rane, and lieutenant-general sir George Beckwith, 
anchored off’ the town of Gosier, island of Guade- 
loupe. On the 28th the troops landed without oppo- 
sition: one division, commanded by major-general 
tiislop, at the village of Sainte-Marie, under the 
direction of commodore William Charles Fahie, of , 
the 74-gun ship Abercrombie; and the other division, 
commanded by brigadier-general Harcourt, a league 
or two to the northward of Basse-terre, under the 
direction of commodore Samuel James Ballard, of 
the 74-gun ship Sceptre. On the 3d of February an 
engagement took place between brigadier-general 
Harcourt’s division and a body of french troops on 
the ridge Beaupere St.-Louis, and again in the 
evening between the british reserve under brigadier- 
general Wale, in forcing the passage of the river 
de la Pfere. In both cases the British were suc- 
cessful; and on the following morning, the 4th, the 
French hoisted flags of truce in all their positions ; 
on the 5th the terms of capitulation were settled; 
and on the 6th the island of Guadeloupe surrendered 
to the british arms. 

In justice to the governor, general Ernouf, and 
the french troops on the island, it must be stated, 
that a great proportion of the latter were sick; that the 
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1810 . force opposed to them, even in the first inst 9 ,nce, 
was an overwhelming one ; and that, as in the case 
Dofec- at Martinique in the preceding year, there was a 
defection among the colonial militia. The british 
coto army sustained a loss of 52 ollicers and privates 
ntili™' killed, 250 wounded, and seven privates missing. 
The navy, not having been engaged, sutfered no 
loss. That on the part of the french troops is repre- 
sented to have been between 500 and 600 in killed 
and wounded. 

nfre of Bvifore the 22d of the same month of February the 
St.- same two commanders followed up their success, 
Martm obtaining the peaceable surrender of (he dutch 

islands of iSt. -Martin, St.-Eustatius'', and Saba ; 
thereby completing the reduction of all the french 
and dutch colonies in the Antilles. 

EAST INDIES. 

Exjie- The british commander in chief on this station, 
agianlt rear-admiral William O’Brien Drury, being resolved 
Am- to endeavour to possess the principal settlement of 
the Dutch in the MoliKxa sea, intrusted the enter- 
prise to captain Edward Tucker, oftheSS-gun frigate 
Dover, with directions to take under his orders the 
44-gun frigate Cornwallis, captain William Augustus 
Montagu, and 18-gun ship-sloop Samarang, captain 
Richard Spencer. On the 9th of February, off the 
island of Amboyna, the first object of attack, the 
Dover and Samarang we.’ e joined by the Cornwallis; 
and the three shi|is, proceeding up the outer harbour 
of Amboyna, anchored, the same day, in Laetitia 
bay, with the view of examining the defences of the 
place. The principal was the castle of Victoria, 
and the batteries to the right and left of it, mounting 
altogether 215 pieces of cannon, (of all calibers from 
32 to half pounders,) with an extremely strong sea- 
strength face. A little further to the right of the fort, close 
dofen- tke beach, was the Wagoo battery, mounting 
ces. nine guns, consisting of four 12, one 8, and two 6 
pounder long guns, and one brass 32-pounder 
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carronade ; and, far out in the sea, built upon piles, isi®- 
was a battery mounting nine long i2-pouuders and 
one brass 32-pounder carronade, both batteries with 
very thick parapets. There wore also two batteries 
on the heights: one, named Wanuetoo, mounted 
five 12, two 8, and two 6 pounders, and two inch 
brass howitzers; the othcr,named Batto-Gaiitong’,and 
situated about 1500 yards trom tlie former, mounted 
four 12, and one 9 pounder. Both the last-named 
batteries commanded, as well the town of Am- 
boyna, as the castle and anchorage of Victoria and 
the anchorage at Portuguese bay. The several 
forts were garrisoned by 130 european, and upwards 
of 1000 Javanese and madurese troops ; exclusively 
of 220 officers and seamen, many of whom were 
Europeans, late belonging to three vessels sunk in 
the inner harbour, and exclusively, also, of the dutch 
inhabitants and burghers. 

On the IGtli, in the morning, the plan of attack 
was arranged ; and, at 2 p. m., every thing being in 
readiness, the Dover, Cornwallis, and Samarang sinps 
weighed and stood across the bay, with the apparent 
intention of working out to sea. But the shi[)s, by the 
keeping their sails lifting, and other manoeuvres, , 10 ^ 
contrived to drift towards the spot fixed upon for a 
landing; the boats, all the while, remaining on the 
opposite side of the ships out of sight of the enemy. 
Upon a nearer approach, the three sliips, by signal, 
bore up together, with a tine breeze ; and, passing 
within a cable’s length of the landing-place, slippecl 
all the boats at the same moment, also by signal. 

The ships then opened their fire ; and a smart can- 
nonade was kept up between them and the difl'erent 
batteries on the shore. 

The party in the boats, cou.sisting of a detachment Troops 
of 46 officers and privates from the honourable corn- 
pany’s coast artillery, 130 officers and privates of land, 
the Madras european regimeid, and 225 officers, 
seamen, and marines belonging to the ships, in all 
401 men, under the command of captain Major Henry 
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1810 . Court of the first-named corps, landed without op- 
position. Immediately a division of 180 men, under 
captain Phillips of the Madras european regiment, 
marched to the attack of the battery at Wannetoo ; 
tery. which, after a determined opposition, was carried, 
with a loss to the garrison of two officers killed and 
one desperately wounded. Under the able direc- 
tions of lieutenant Duncan Stewart, of the artillery, 
who, although wounded, continued at his post, three 
of the Wannetoo guns were brought to bear upon 
the enemy in his retreat, and subsequently upon the 
position at Batto-Gautong ; which had opened a 
fire upon the British, the instant the latter had taken 
possession of Wannetoo. 

With the re?naiuing force, captain Court pro- 
ceeded along the heights, to turn the enemy’s position 
at Batto-Gautong. This division endured, with the 
Drive greatest spirit and patience, a most fatiguing march ; 
enem ^isceiidiug and descending hills, over which there 
from^ were no roads, and many of which were so extremely 
other steep, that the men had to help themselves forward 
battery by the buslics. By a little after sunset, however, 
the British reached an eminence that commanded 
Batto-Gautong ; whereupon the enemy, after spiking 
the guns, retreated, and the battery was entered 
without opposition. 

After the cannonade between the ships and batteries 
had continued for two hours and a half, during which 
Ships the former, having drifted very close in, had been 
to an- exposed to a very heavy fire, partly with red-hot shot, 
cbor. the ships took advantage of a spirt of wind off the 
land, and anchored in Portuguese bay, now freed 
from further annoyance by the success of the party 
on shore. In the course of the night, 40 men were 
landed from the Samarang and two field-pieces from 
the Dover, under the direction of captain Spencer ; 
and the seamen succeeded in getting the guns up 
the heights, overa heavy and difficult ground. During 
the ni^t, also, one 9, and two 12 pounders in the 
Batto-Gautong battery were unspiked, and on the 
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following* day brought to bear on Fort Victoria. The i^io. 
fire of the British from the two captured batteries 
caused the enemy to abandon the Wagoo and Am- 
the water battery, and finally to capitulate for the 
surrender of Fort Victoria and of the whole island of dm!" 
Amboyna. 

This important capture was effected with a loss British 
to the British of only two privates of the Madras 
regiment, one marine, and one seaman killed, one 
lieutenant and one corporal of artillery, four privates 
of the Madras regiment, and four seamen wounded. 

We must not omit to state, also, that lieutenant 
Jeffries, of the Dover, while serving on shore, 
received a concussion in the breast from a spent 
grape-shot, but remained at his post. The three dutch 
national vessels that had been sunk in the inner 
harbour were the brig Mandarin, captain Guasteranus, 
of 12 guns, (afterwards weighed by the British,) 
cutter, name unknown, lieutenant Haum, of 12 guns, 
and San-Pan, lieutenant Dukkert, of 10 guns. 

The success of the British in this quarter led to the 
surrender, in a few days afterwards, of the valuable 
islands of Saparoua, Harouka, Nasso-Lant, Bouro, 
and Manippa, all without bloodshed or resistance, other 
After sending all the dutch officers and troops from 
Amboyna to Java, captain Tucker proceeded in the dcpen- 
Dover to the dutch port of Gorontello, in the bay 
Toinmine, on the northern part of the island ofboyna. 
Celebes ; and, on or about the 16th of June, suc- 
ceeded in persuading the sultan and his two sons, 
who represented the dutch company, to haul down 
the dutch, and substitute the british colours; a 
ceremony complied with under every demonstration 
of attachment to the british government. 

Having thus opened a large proportion of the Cele- Also of 
bes to the english trade, captain Tucker set sail for 
Manado ; and, arriving there on the 21st, sent a flag stsde- 
of truce on sWe, with a summons to the governor 
of Fort Amsterdam, on which and some adjacent 
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1810 . batteries wore mounted 50 pieces, of various, but 
chiefly very light calibers. The terms off'ered were 
immediately acceded to; and the dutch garrison, 
ninnberiiig 1 13 oflicers and uieii, laid down their arms. 
Along with Manado fell its dependencies, the ports 
of Kemar, Le Copang, Amenang, and Tawangwoo. 
Cora- On the 1st of Marcli the Cornwallis chased 
lei'ich- ^ dutcli man-of-war brig into a small bay on the north 
es her sidc ofthc islaiid of Ainblaw, in the neighbourhood of 
afWa Amboyna. As the wind was liglit and variable, and 
dutch night approaching, captain Montagu sent the yawl, 
cutter, and jollyboat, under the command of lieu- 
tenant Henry Joiiii Peachey, assisted by Mr. John 
Garland the master, and master’s mate William 
Sanderson, to endeavour to bring the vessel out. 

Licnt. After a fatiguing pull during the whole night, the 
board! boats fouiid thouiselves, at daylight, close to the 
vessel ; which was the dutch national brig Mar- 
her. garetta, mounting eight, but pierced for 14 guns, 
with a crew of 40 men. In the face of a heavy fire 
of grape and musketry, and of a brave defence by 
|)ikes and swords, lieutenant Peachey and bis party 
iioarded and carried the brig, and that with so com- 
paratively slight a loss as one man dangerously, and 
four slightly wounded. The Dutch had one officer 
killed and 20 seamen wounded. 

Capt. On the 10th of May the british 18-pounder 3G-guu 
q!us frigate Caroline, captain Christopher Cole, 38-gun 
Madras frigate Piemontaise, captain Charles Foote, 18-gun 
kaveto brig-sloop Bari acouta, captain Richard Kenah, and 
attack tran.sp6rt-brig, late dutch prize. Mandarin, lieutenant 
®“ “ Archibald Buchanan, the two frigates having on board 
about 100 officers and men of the Madras european 
regiment, to be landed at Amboyna, and the trans- 
port a supply of specie and provisions for the same 
destination, set sail from Madras roads. Captain 
Cole had previously obtained from rear-admiral Drury 
permission to mate mi attack upon some of the 
eneray^s settlements thatJay inbis route to Amboyna,* 
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but that permission was accompanied by a friendly 18^®- 
warning of the great strength of Banda^ in reference 
especially to the small force then on board the frigates. 

On the ^th, after a very line passage, the ships Caiisat 
arrived at Pulo-Penang, or Prince of Wales’s island, 
in the Straits of Malacca. Here, having made up 
his mind to attempt the reduction of the spice 
islands, and communicated his intentions to captains 
Foote and Kenah, captain Cole gained some slight 
information respecting Banda-Neira, the dutch seat of 
government, but failed in obtaining what he most 
wanted, a plan or sketch of the island. 

On the 10th of June, having been supplied by the ob- 
Pe hang government with 20 artillerymen, two field- ‘’“me 
pieces, and 20 scaling-ladders, captain Cole departed infor- 
frora the island, to make a passage into the Java sea 
against the south-east monsoon. On the 15th, when ?P‘’ct^ 
in the Straits of-Sincapore, the ships fell in with foac'at 
the Samarang, and learnt from captain Spencer, Banda, 
among other particulars, that the force at Banda, 
according to a return found at the capture of Amboyna, 
consisted of more than 700 regular troops. On th 
25th the ships anchored, for a short time, under the 
north end of the island of Borneo, chiefly that the 
Piemontaise might repair her mainmast, which had 
been much damaged by lightning. 

Apprehensive that Daendels, the dutch captain- 
general of Java and the Moluccas, might succeed in 
throwing supplies and reinforcements into Banda 
before the arrival of the expedition, captain Cole, 
the more quickly to get into the Soolo sea, entered Enter 
the dangerous passage between Borneo and the small 
island of Malwalli. The coral reefs were innumerable; sea. 
and most of them just covered with water, and not 
easily seen until the sun had risen considerably above 
the horizon. By a good look-out and strict attention, 
the shipsv in the course of 48 hours, had nearly 
cleared the shoals called by Dalrymple Felicia 
Proper, and the. pilot bad' reported all danger ai 
passed, when, right ahead, a shrp was seen, wrecked 
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isio, on a coral reef just below the water’s edge, and 
$jirVounded by piratical proas, that fled as the fri- 
i^tes approached. Captain Cole went in his boat to 
examine the shoal and wreck, and found the deck of 
the ship streaming with fresh blood, and saw locks 
of human hair in several places ; a sufficient indication 
that there had been a severe contest aboutthe plunder. 
Diffi- The Piemontaise, having in the mean while been 
of the ordered to proceed a head with the Mandarin in 
made the signal for shoals in every direction 
between the north-east and south-east. This and the 
approach of night prevented any pursuit of the proas ; 
and captain Cole, on his return to the Caroline, 
found a much more important object to attend to. 
Indeed, nothing short of the greatest activity and 
perseverance, on the part of all three captains and 
their respective officers and crews, could have saved 
the ships. At 6 p. m. the small islands off the south- 
west end of Cagayau-Soolo were descried ; and, as 
the only directions published for the Soolo sea 
mention the probability of a ship’s being to the 
eastward of the shoals off the north-east coast of 
Borneo when these islands are in sight, captain Cole 
decided to run on, instead of anchoring till morning. 
The ships accordingly placed themselves under easy 
sail ; and the Barracoota, leading, was followed by 
the others in her track. The night, w'^bich was rainy, 
dark, and squally, was passed by all the ships in 
sounding as quickly as the lead could be sent to the 
bottom, and in momentary expectation of the signal 
for danger. But the small island of Manbahenavt^n, 
close to them in the morning, gave a respite to the 
anxieties of every person on board ; as it brought 
the assurance, that the greatest difficulties in the 
navigation had already been overcome.*’ ‘ 

The On the 5th of July the ships anchored att Soolo; 
an^or wherc they obtained a supply of water, fresh meat, 
at and yb^tables. While here, to give a mOre impos- 
sooio. jjjg ap^rance to the enterprise, the ^trahouta y^as 
convet#^ into a ship ,* an alteration "that occupied 
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her crew no longer than from daylight till breakfast isio- 
time. On the 9th the ships quitted Soolo, and on 
the 10th entered the Pacific Ocean between the 
islands to the eastward of Soolo, and which are in 
sight of Basseelan. On the 21st^ after a very favour- 
able run, the ships gained a sight of the Cape of Good 
Hope (new) on the coast of New-Guinea ; and on the 
23d, late in the evening, having worked through 
Pitt’s Straits against an adverse wind, entered the 
Java sea. 

It took the ships nearly a fortnight to beat up to Arriva 
the island of Goram, although distant only four^^^ 
degrees of latitude from Pitt’s Straits ; and on the and 
7th they communicated with the shore, but, owing to 
the rapidity of the current and the strength of the Banda, 
monsoon, not without considerable difficulty. The 
rajah of the island now furnished captain Cole with 
two malay guides, who professed to have a know- 
ledge of the roads and batteries of Banda-Neira ; 
and the same evening the ships bore up for the 
Banda islands, which, with the prevailing wind, were 
only a 36 hours’ sail from Goram. 

The weather on the 8th was very fine, with a haze fre- 
ronnd the horizon, which favoured the approach of the 
ships; who were now under easy sail, to prevent as much 
as possible their being discovered. The final prepara- 
tions for the attack were this day made ; and at 
2 p. M. the boats of the ships were hoisted out, and 
one day’s provisions and 50 rounds of ball cartridge 
for each man put on board of them. At 5 p. m. the 
ships brought to. At 5 h. 30 m. the small island of 
Rosensgen became just visible through the haze ; 
and at 6 p. m. Great Banda appeared at the distance 
of 10 or 11 leagues, towards the lee or eastern point 
of which the ships immediately bore up. 

At M', two shots werf ifired at the British from Are 
the island of Rosensgen; unexpected occurrence,®^** 

no intimation having b?en received that an outport Ro- 
was stationed there. , This circumstance, added to 
the finen^a Qf tine |^ht ancf^righjne^ of the Hfoon, 
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isio. fnistr^lrtiead the plan of ft surprise by the ships ; and, 
a place of such alleged strength as Banda- 
an attack in open day, by all the force whibh 
' the little sauadron could muster, promised very little 
success. At 9 h. 30 m. p. m. the ships again brought 
Capt. to, and at 10 p. M. the moon set. Soon afterwards me 
night became dark and squally. This sud^^n change 
solves in the weather suggested to captain Cole the idea of 
make a surpfisc by boats 5 for, although the Dutch had 
attack ships, it was fairly inferred that they would 

by Ms not give the British credit for making, under all the 
boats, circumstances of the case, so hazardous an attempt. 

The excellent arrangements that had been adopted 
rendered signals unnecessary ; and the ships closed 
near enough to each other, to receive directions by 
Boats the trumpet. Scarcely had the men rested half an 
offf hour with their arms by their sides, than they were 
summoned to the boats ; and at a little before lip. m., 
the ships having then dropped within two cables' 
length of the snore, about 400 officers and men. 
underthe immediate command of captainCole, pushea 
off from the Caroline, shaping their course towards the 
east point of Great Banda. It is doubtful if there 
were quite so many as 400 men j for some of the 
soldiers intended to be of the party Were left on board 
the Caroline for want of room in the boats, and the 
launch of the Piemontaise, in the dark and tempestu- 
ous weather which prevailed. Went adrift with only 
half her allotted number. 

Are The badness of the weather, and the increasud 
peiied darkness of the night, made it next to imposaibh^ ifor 
tybad tjjg ^Qats to keep together,* and, by 3a. i». Oft the 
tber. 9th, ftotte of the party had assembled at the point of 
Rendezvous, except captains Cole and E^h, In 
their respective gigs. About this time the three 
ships suddenly made their appearance wi^in 100 
yaids of the two^s^s ; and uaptaffi Dole, ^ going 
alongsid^^ the Pi&ffiontaise, had the satisffiction to 
Itearn frg^rdaptain i^ote, that he had passed sotoe of 
the baats.pl a sh(^disMa asifriL in that 




CAftflJftE Of fiAfrfSA-NfemA. 



direction, captain Coli^ soon iriet a portion of 
boats; andj receiving from the men in them the most'ja^ 
animated assurances of |npport, he resolved to make capt. ' 
the attack, without vrafting for the retnaindef pf the®°*® 
partt. This was a measure the niore necessary, as pan of 
the boats had still to pull three miles to the point of 
disembarkation; and that darkness, on Which their resolves 
success reked, Was fast disappearing before the grey 
tints of the morning. The commencing twilight tioW the 
diSeoyered the shore of an island, known to be Banda- 
Neira; and the two large fires, blazing near the north 
point of itj indicated that the Dutch, as captain Cole 
had judged would be the case, were collected there, 
in expectation that the attack, for which the two signal 
guns at Rosensgen had prepared them, would be 
made oh the same spot on which admiral Rainier ’s 
forces had formerly landed. 

The group of islands, of which Banda-Neira is the De- 
capital, are 10 in number ; six of which are named, 
Lpntor, or Great Banda, Goonong-Api, Rosensgen, We de- 
Pulo-Ay, and Pttld-Rhun. Banda-Neira is about two 
ndles long and about three quarters of a mile wide ; Banda 
is extremely mountainous, and contains many excel- 
lent positions for repelling an invading force. At the 
time in question it poskssed 10 sea-batteries, ex- 
clusive orGasteel-Belgica and Casteel-Nassau. The 
first of these castles, mounting 52 pieces of heavy 
canhon, commanded the Other, as well as all the 
sea-defences at that extremity of the island; and was 
deearOd; by the patch at lehst, |n impregiiable 
fortress ; and the whole number of*" guns mounted 
for the defence of the island was ^|8. The garrison 
of Banda-Neira; as we sfaki by anl by satisfactorily 
show, amounted to 700 regnlar ttoops, and at least 1 
800 militia; -making a totel of 1000 men. The party, 
now rapidly and silently advancing to surprise this tac|- ; : 
force, Cbnsisted of 1,40 british Seamen and marines, 
and about 40 soldiers of the Madra^^^ europead 
regiment, under the command, fe already statea,' of ' 
oaptahl Cole, asisted b| Captmn Rdiiah, and by th#^' 



468 j^UOtONJAL BXPEDtXIOHS.-^fiASSr INDIES. 

1810 . follow^ officers: Jieufenants Thomas Carew^Sfamuel 
George Prait, Kobert Walker, and Edmond 
l^ons, of the navy, capi^i^-lieutenant Nixon, lieu- 
, tenants Charles W. Yates,' Philip Brown, and Wil- 
^ liam Jones Daker, and ensign Charles Allen, of the 
t Madras troops. 

Just as a black cloud, attended by wind and rain, 
on'a” had thrown a temporary darkness over the island of 
Banda-Neira, the british boats grounded on a coral 
reef, situated within 100 yards of the shore, and, 
although unknown at the time, directly opposite to 
the battery of Voorzigtigheid, mounting 10 long 
18-pounders. Such, however, was the violence of 
the storm, that the garrison at this battery remained 
in utter ignorance of what was going on so near to 
them; and the officers and men, leaping into the 
British Water, launched their boats over the reef. Shortly 
afterwards the British landed in a small sandy cove 
bordered with jungle ; and the men were quickly 
formed, as well as the pitchy darkness of the morn- 
ing would admit. That done, captain Kenah and 
lieutenant Carew, at the head of a party of pike- 
men, advanced to take the battery in the rear. 
aSd ” service was so promptly and effectoally exe- 
tdtea cuted, that the sentinel was killed, and an officer 
battery ^nd 60 men made prisoners, without the firing of 
a pistol, although the enemy was at his guns with 
matches lighted. Captain |ienah had been directed 
to storm the next sea-bpttery, also mounting jten 
18-pounders; hut captain Cole^ being, ref^ved to 
capt. tak^ ,the bull by the horns, or, in plier Wimds# to 
mrk. attempt parrying the castle of Bej^CU cqmp-de- 
Wti, recalled captain Kenah and* his party, and, 
l%Ving small guard at the captured lottery, pushed 

o^his na%e guides, through 
gka. ’ a“ path that skirtetf thp- tpwnyi 4®«iayrds top 

dutcnl^^el, abigput half a mile distant. 

the 

alarm the mrand; pah lavoured.by the storm 
^ that wwi^gafei- heat# 'and makingwapid march, 
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the British arrived wthlii 100 Jj^ds of the citadel- 
ditch before they were discovered. An ineffectual 'XQ* 
fire of musketry was novr opened frdlba the f^parts. 
Regardless of thisj the brave fellows rushi§<f gp the 
steep ascent ; and^' placing their scalingJmdders 
between the guns upon the outer pentagohj, Vhich, 
owing to the Ifnin, burnt priming, were in an inslant 
in possession of the lower works* The ladders ^Were 
quickly hauled up and placed against the inner wall, 
but were found too short. This appeared to inspire * 
the besieged with fresh courage, and three guns and 
several volleys of musketry were discha^ed ; but 
the stormers soon found another . way into the heart 
of the citadel. Just at this moment the gate waS 
Opened by the dutch guard, to admit the colonel- 
commandant, During, and three other officers, who 
lived in houses at the foot of the hill. At that 


gateway the British now made their rush. The dutch 
colonel fell, covered with honourable Avounds ; and, 
after a slight skirmish, in which 10 others of the 
garrison shared the fate of their commanding officer, 
the british colodrs waved at the flagstaff of the c’astle 
of Belgica. 

With such examples,” Says captain Cole, in c«pt. 
allusion to his officers, “ pur brave fellows swept 
the ramparts like a whirlwind ; and, in addition to 
the providential circumstance of the service being 
performed with scarcely a hurt or wouild, I have the duct 
satisfaction of reporting^ that there was ho instance 
of irregularity '’’arisiog from success.^’ ’A part ^of 
thegarrkon, ip^the panic "that prevaiMd^ ebcaped 
over the walls'! and the "remaindei^, afl|Punting<f^ 
four officer and about 40 attiHeW-fiien,* i^rfepderem 


themselves prisohers*. 


ythis had been fic- 


fort of Nassau, die tot!^* isint| die dij^rept 
defence, at'Hieiffeetf 


men. 
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the British at their extraordinary sucoessj 
no i^ips were to be seen> nor even the boats con- 
“tul^hg' the remainder of the landing party. While 
, \**flag of truce is being despatched to the dutch 
^^govemor-generab we will pay some attention to the 
Caroline and her consorts, and also to the missing 
boats. 

Pro- Immediately after the noats, containing captain 
ings of Cole and his party, had pushed off from the Caroline, 
roUM letter made a short stretch off; then tacked, and 
and”* at 1 A. M.* on the 9th, followed by the Piemontaise, 
rounded the east point of Great Banda, close to the 
taise. shore, and entered the outer harbour, or that formed 


by the north-west side of Great Banda, by the 
islands of Goonong-Api and Neira, and by the two 
still smaller islands of Pulo-Ay and Pulo-Rhun to the 
eastward of the latter. The wind now became so 


baffling, and was attended with such heavy gusts, 
that the ships were frequently obliged to lower their 
topsails ; not being able, in their short-manned state, 
to work the yards quick enough to keep them 
trimmed to the breeze. At 2 a. m. the Piemontaise 


hailed the Caroline, and informed lieutenant John 
Gilmour, the officer iu charge of her, that captain 
Cole had hailed to say, that he and captain Kenah 
had missed the boats at the rendezvous;* and that, 
meaning to defer the attack till a more favourable 
opportunity, he wished the Caroline, who had a 
pilot on board, to lead in to an anchorage. Every 
exertion was now used ^to approaeh the land; and 
^ Cnpoline frequently got' within her own le‘i|^t of 
jC ^nt could not find bottom with ^the deepest line. 
whOn a '.e^uall would pay her head Hght eilb and in 
hhbtber moment she would be becalh^ed audihigovern- 
At one time tlie Pi^mohtantotdmffled te a stotHar 
raann«fe fnade stern-waf at thiiCrato of seven or 
heufj and only avoided runmbg fool of 
the Cdjfc by b^s^tig up: the oonseqahhie of which 
wao, Pppiftaise loit as muckrtl^uad ipe 

. 4 * ».0e0p,4d0. ^ . 
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few minutes^ as she had been a^I th^ ijiight toiling to 
gain. As the Caroline, soon after daylight, apr 
proached Banda-Neira, several of the forts fired at 
her ; but, not being able to spare any hands from 
working the sails, me frigate made no return. For. 
tunately for her, one shot only took effect ; nor did 
that any greater dair^age, than entering the quar- 
terdeck bulwark and carrying away mtdsbip 
spoke of the wheel. At 7 a. m. the Caroline de- 
scried the castle of Belgica ; and, about the same ' 
time, a well-directed shot from the latter silenced 
the sea-battery, which had annoyed her the most. It 
was now that a small english jack discovered itself 
above the dutch colours; and all on board the 
Caroline used increased exertions to reach the spot, 
where their gallant comrades had efifected so much, 
and where they might yet have to effect more. 

As the 'flag of truce had not yet returned fromsm- 
the governor, another was sent to say that, unless 
all hostility immediately ceased, Fort Nassau, at Banda- 
whose flagstaff* the dutch colours were still flying, 
would be stormed by the British^ and the town laid •’ep®?* 
in ashes by the cannon of Belgica. This decisive 
message produced the immediate and unconditional 
surrender of Ba\ida-Neira and its dependencies ; and 
the Caroline, just before she anchored off’ the town, 
saw the batavian flag lowered from Port Nassau and 
the british hoisted in its stead. About the same 
time that the Caroline came to, some of the missing 
boats, after a night of hardship ai^d suffering, 
entered the harbour. The remainder of the boats 
had got on board the Pi^montaise ; who, as well af 
the Barracoota ,and Mandarin, anchored a ht^ 
beltore noefn along with the Camline. In the course 
day 1500 regulaes, and militia, 400 of the 
former from the north laid dpwh'iiheir arms 
on the glacis of Port Naesau; a clear pi^gaof,, coupled 
with the* manifeafc strength of the defeiiwfiasi. that ^ 
force frf feinda^Mwa had not been 
Viewed in every light, the taking dfthe Bdttdaisl| 
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1810 . was an achievement of no common order. Where are 
we to find, even in the annals of the hritish navy. 
Cl, a- more skill and perseverance than was employed in 
racter overcoming the difficulties of the navigation to the 
exploit scene of conquest ? Or where a greater share of 
address and valour, than was displayed by captain 
Cole and his 180 brave associates, more than three 
fourths of them seamen and marines, in the crowning 
act of their bold exploit ? Without seeking to dis- 
cover shades of difference between two cases in their 
general features alike, we may point to the conquest 
of another dutch colony ; a conquest which, in the 
manner of its execution, spread as much renown 
over the british name in the western, as this was 
calculated to do in the eastern, hemisphere : let no 
one, then, call up to his recollection captain Brisbane 
and Curagoa, without aftbrding an equal place in his 
esteem to captain Cole and Banda-Neira. 

For the valuable and important conquest he had 
and achieved, captain Cole received the thanks of his 
moni- commander in chief, of the governor general of India 
aisto in council, and of the lords of the admiralty; but we 
Cole?"* question if the sentiments contained in any one of the 
three letters, although forcibly expressed in all, 
went so straight to the heart, as the contents of the 
letters addressed to captain Cole by his shipmates 
and partners in glory. The first was from captains 
Foote and Kenah, presenting a silver cup; the 
second from the lieutenants and other officers of 
the three ships, presenting a sword of a hundred 
guineas value; the third from the officers of the 
honourable company’s troops engaged in the enter- 
prise, presenting a sword of the same value ; and 
the fourth from the crew of the Caroline, ac- 
companied by a similar token of their admiration and 
esteem. These testimonials concur in vouching for 
one fact, which captain Cole’s modesty has induced 
him to refj-ain from stating, or even hinting at, in his 
official letter, the personal share he took in the 
conflict. The letter signed The Caroline’s” affords 
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an unequivocal proof of another trait in their captain: *8^0* 
it shows that he was as kind as he was brave.* 

When we last quitted the neighbourhood of the 
Isle of France, the french frigate Venus, newly Expe- 
named Nereide, and the recaptured frigate Ceylon j 
had just been added to the force on the station under nie of 
commodore Rowley.f In a week or two afterwards 
that force was augmented by the arrival of several 
frigates ; and it was at length determined, as soon 
as an expedition of sufficient strength could be 
assembled, to attempt the reduction of the Isle of 
France ; in the principal port of which island, Port- 
Louis, now lay the five french frigates, Bellone, 
Minerve, Manche, Astree, and (late british) Iphigenie, 
also the Victor ship-corvette, brig-corvette Entre- 
prenant and another of the same class, quite new, 
besides several french merchant vessels. Two only 
of the frigates, the Astree and Manche, were in a 
state of readiness for sea ; and after the 19th of 
October these were blockaded by the three british 
frigates Boadicea, Nisus, and Nereide, under the 
command of commodore Rowley of the former. 

By the 21st of November all the different divisions 
of the expedition, except that expected from the ofthe 
Cape of Good Hope, had assembled off and at the , 
anchorage of the island of Rodriguez ; and, it being dn- 
considered, on account of the lateness of the season, 
unadvisable to wait for the arrival of the Cape division, 
the remaining divisions, the naval portion under the 
command of vice-admiral Bertie, and the military under 
major-general Abercromby, on the morning of the 
22d set sail for the Isle of France, but, owing to the 
light and baffling winds, did not, until the evening 
of the 28th, arrive in sight of the island. 

The whole of the ships of war attached to the 
expedition, including a portion .that blockaded Port- 
Louis, consisted as follows ; 

* For copies of the several letters see Marshall’s Royal Naval 
Biography, vol. ii. pp. 511, 512. 

f See p. 457. 
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1810. gutt'Shij) 

74 Illustrious captain William Robert Broughton, 

gun-trig. 

44 Cornwallis „ James Caulfield. 

Ar..ww.;nr. rvice-adm. (r.) Albemarle Bertie. 

C^aptain Charles Gordon, acting, 

Josias Rowley. 


Nov. 

Squa- 

dron 

ein-» 

ployed, 


38 ^ 


36 


32 ^ 


Coadicea 

Nisus ,, Philip Beaver. 

Clorinde „ Thomas Briggs. 

Menelaus „ Peter Parker. 

Ndreide „ Robert Henderson^ acting. 

Phoebe James Hillyar. 

'Doris ,, William Jones Lye. 

Cornelia „ Henry Folkes Edgell. 

Psych6 „ John Edgeumbe. 

Ceylon „ James Tomkinson, acting. 

Sloops, Hesper^ captain William Paterson, Eclipse, captain 
Henry Lynne, acting, Hecate, captain George Rennie, acting, 
ActiEon, captain Ralph viscount Neville ; gun-brig Staunch, lieu- 
tenant ^raig, acting ; government-ship Emma, captain 

Benjamin Street, acting, and three smaller government-vessels^ 
and a great many transports. The number of troops accompany- 
ing the expedition appears to have been about 10000. 


Ships 29th, in the morning', the men of war and 

in transports, numbering altogether nearly 70 sail, 
Bate anchored in Grande-Baic, situated about 12 miles to 
the north-eastward of Port-Louis. The great obsta- 
cle to an attack upon the Isle of France had always 
been, the supposed impossibility to effect a landing, 
with any considerable force, owing to the reefs that 
surround the coast, as well as to find anchorage for 
a numerous fleet of transports. But these diffi- 
culties had been surmounted by the indefatigable 
exertions of commodore Rowley ; who, assisted by 
lieutenant Street, then of the Staunch, lieutenant 
Blaekiston of the Madras engineers, and the masters 
of the Africaine and Boadicea, bad sounded and 
minutely examined every part of the leeward 
Troops side of the island. So that, in the course of the 
same day, the army, with its artillery, stores, and 
ammunition, the several detachments of marines 
serving in the squadron, and a large body of sea- 
men under the orders of Captain William Augustus 
Montagu, disembarked without opposition or casu- 
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alty. On the morning of the 30th there was a slight 
skirmishing between the adverse pickets; and on'o^ 
the 1st and 2d of December an affair, rather more skir- 
serious, took place between the british main body and 
a corps of the enemy, who with sever al field-pieces 
had taken a strong ymsition, to check the advance of 
the invaders. The French, however, were soon over- 
powered by numbers, with the loss of their guns and 
several men killed and wounded. The loss on the 
part of the British, including that sustained on the 
30th, amounted to 28 officers and men killed, 94 
wounded, and 45 missing. 

Immediately after the termination of this battle, island 
general Decaen, who, in the slight support he r,e- 
ceived from the colonial militia, now learnt to 
appreciate the effects of the proclamations so indus- 
triously spread among them by captain Willoughby 
in the spring, proposed terms of capitulation ; and 
on the following morning, the 3d, the articles were 
signed and ratifications exchanged, surrendering 
the island to Great Britain. The garrison of the 
Isle of France consisted, it appears, of no more than 
1300 regular troops, including, to their shame be it . 
spoken, a corps of about bOOIrishmen, chiefly recruits 
taken out of the captured indiamen. But the militia 
force amounted to upwards of 10000 men ; a 
number which general Decaen, no doubt, would have 
gladly exchanged for as many more regulars as he 
had under his command. Upon the numerous bat- 
teries of the Isle of France were mounted 209 
pieces of heavy ordnance; the guns in excellent 
order, and the batteries completely equipped with 
shot, ammunition, and every other requisite for 
service. In Port-Louis were the men of war already 
named ; also the Charlton, Ceylon, and United import. 
Kingdom, late english indiainen, and 24 french 
merchant ships and brigs: two of the ships, the 
Althee and Ville-d’Auten, measured 1000 tons 
each. 
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1810 . Of the four captured 40-gun frigates, the Bellone, 
under the name of Junon, and the Astree, under that 
of Pomone, were all that were purchased for the use 
of the british navy. The Iphigenia was restored to 
her rank among the 18-pounder 36s; but the old 
battered N6reide, rendered so famous by the gal- 
lantry of her captain and crew, was in too bad a state 
to be removed from Grand Port, and was sold only 
to be broken up. 
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BRITISH AND FRENCH FLEETS. 

The principal feature, that distinguishes the pre- isii. 
sent abstract’* * * § ' from the generality of those which have 
preceded it, is the insignificant total at the foot of 
the column of ‘^‘Purchased enemy’s national vessels.”-}- 
This is to be attributed to the effectual manner in tisu 
which the ports of France had been blockaded, 
rather than to any diminution of strength or spirit in 
the french navy. The latter, indeed, notwithstand- 
ing its reverses, had been, and was still, increasing 
in its numbers, as we shall presently have occasion 
to show. The decrease compartment of the abstract 
also exhibits a reduction, by as much as one half, in 
the numerical, if not in the tonnage, amount of its 
first and more important column. J 

The number of commissioned officers and masters, officer*, 
belonging to the british navy at the commencement 


of the year 1811, was. 

Admirals ....... 65 

Vice-admirals 60 

Rear-admirals 56 

,, superannuated 35 

Post-captains 753 

„ „ .29 

Commanders, or sloop-captains 558 
„ superannuated 50 

Lieutenants 3071 

Masters . , 544 


And the number of seamen and marines, voted for 
the service of the same year, was 145000.^ 

* See Appendix, Annual Abstract No. 19. 

t See Appendix, No. 16. 

t See Appendix, No. 16. 

§ See Appendix, No, 17, 
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1811 . Such had been the unremitting exertions of the 
shipwrights in the arsenal of Antwerp, that, by the 
French latter end of the summer, vice-admiral Missiessy was 
"“''**1 at anchor at the mouth of the Scheldt, with a fleet 
[n7he of 15 sail of the line, one frigate, and nine brigs, 
Scheldt waiting to elude the vigilance of admiral Young ; 
who, since the preceding May, had superseded sir 
Richard Strachan in the chief command, and, with a 
corresponding fleet, was cruising outside. In addi- 
tion to the above french force in this quarter, the 
Goree sciuadron, consisting of three sail of the line, 
the Chatuam of 80, Hollander of 74, and Troinp of 
68 guns, had recently been buoyed over the flats 
and Ijronght to Antwerp, where they were repairing. 
Upon the stocks at Antwerp, Ternense, and Flushing, 
were from 12 to 15 ships of the line, five or six of 
them in a state of great forwardness. To protect 
the vast depot now formed and forming along the 
shores of the Scheldt, immense fortilications had 
been constructed, particularly at Flushing ; the sea- 
front alone of which mounted 100 long 36-pounders 
and 60 (french) 12 inch mortars. The opposite or 
Cadzand shore had also had its fortifications greatly 
strengthened. In the Texel seven franco-batavian 
sail of the line were ready for sea. Proceeding 
southward, we find that, besides the two 74s at 
anchor in the road of Cherbourg, two were on the 
stocks in the arsenal ; and that Jjorient, Rochefort, 
and Toulon had all tlieir building slips full. 

Force The latter port, indeed, was dividing with Flnsh- 
Touion ing the attention of the British. The road of Toulon, 
in the course of the present year, contained as many 
as 16 sail of the line, and nearly half as many 
frigates, including among the former four immense 
three-deckers. The command of this fine and power- 
ful fleet had, since the preceding year, devolved 
Peiiew upon vice-admiral Emeriau, who had under him rear- 
ueves admirals Cosmao, Lhermite, and Baudin, During 
sir the first half of the year the british Mediterranean 
Cotton. fleet remained under the command of admiral sir 
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Charles Cotton ; but the latter, returning' to Eng- 
land to take the command of the Channel fleets was 
succeeded off Toulon, on the 18th of July, by vice- 
admiral sir Edward Pellevv, whose force consisted 
of the 


gun-ship ^ vice-adm. (r.) sirEdw. Pellew^bart. 

r Caledonia -< rear adm. (b.) Israel Pellew. 

(^captain Richard Harward. 

(^Ilibernia licut. William Holman, acting. 

1P2 Ville-de-Paris captain George Hurlton. 

loo Royal-Sovereign.... „ John Harvey. 

, . Crear-adm. (r.) Francis Pickmore. 

98 lemeraire -I . . tic 

( captain Joseph Spear. 

^ , f rear-adm. (b.)Th. Francis Fremantle, 

I Ko( ncy (^captain John HulF Markland. 

York „ Robert Rarton. 

Kent ,, Thomas Rogers. 

CoiKpieror „ Edward Fellowcs. 

^ . Magnificent ,, George Eyre. 

'^*1 Sultan „ John West. 

Repulse ,, Richard Hussey Moubray. 

Bombay ,, William Cuming. 

Achille „ Askew Patfard Hollis. 

Implacable „ Joshua Rowley AVatson, 

L Leviathan „ Patrick Campbell. 

Frigates^ Apollo, Imperieuse, and Franchise, 


Early on the morning of the 19th of July the two swr- 
french 40-gun frigates Amelic and Adrienne, on their 
return from Genoa with conscripts for the fleet, tween 
were endeavouring to enter Toulon by tJie Petite- tanc^d 
Passe. Since daylight the semipliorie signals along 
the coast had apprized vice-admiral Enieriau of the t"c*t?vo 
presence of these frigates ; and, just as the british 
admiral, who was cruising off’ Cape Sicie with the 
above-named 16 sail of the line and three frigates, 
had made the signal for chase to the Conqueror and 
Snltan, the two in-shorc line-of-battle ships, M. 
Emeriau weighed and sailed out of the road, with 
13 sail of the line and the Incorruptible frigate, to 
cover the Amelie and Adrienne. At 11 h. 30 in. 

A. M. the Conqueror got near enough to open her 
fire upon the two frigates ; and presently afterwards 
both the Conqueror and the Sultan exchanged a few 
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1811. distant broadsides with the french advanced division, 
consisting of the Ulm, Danube, Magnanime, and 
Breslau 74s, The two frigates very soon got com- 
pletely under the protection of their fleet, which 
then bore up and returned to Toulon road. 

Neither of the two british ships appears to have 
been struck by a shot; but, according to M. Emeriau, 
the Ulm had some of her rigging cut by the fire of 
French the British. As of course the Concpieror, who was 
ing on nearest in-shore, on finding herself getting within 
the oc- gun-shot of four french 74s, with a fleet of nine more 
casion. iijje-of-battle ships close in their wake, (M. Emeriau 
admits he sailed out with 13,) shortened sail and 
tacked off’ to rejoin her fleet, the french admiral, in 
bis despatch, was enabled to say, L’ennemi,” 
meaning the british fleet, not the advanced 74, 
" ayant pris la bordee du large, j’ai fait retourner les 
vaisseaux au mouillagc.” 

M. On the 7th of August the british fleet came to 
riau anchor in the bay of 1 lyeres, out of gun-shot of the 
Monf* batteries, leaving a line-of-battle ship and two or 
teur." three frigates, as a squadron of observation off Cape 
Sicie. This afforded to vice-admiral Emeriau several 
opportunities to sail out with his fleet, and chase 
“ the enemy” from oft’ the port ; but he invariably 
returned to his anchorage after effecting this im- 
portant service ; important, indeed, for the admiral 
wrote a despatch every time he weighed, and the 
minister of marine invariably published that despatch 
in the columns of the Moniteur. 

T^m«- On the 13th, while the british fleet was getting 
andthe light wiiuls, the Temeraire drifted 

batte- near to the battery atPointe des Modes. Instantly the 
bay of battery opened a tire upon her ; which was returned 
Hy^res by the Temeraire, as well as by the Caledonia, who 
was also within gun-shot. By the aid of their boats, 
both ships got out of reach of the battery ; but not 
until some shots had struck them, particularly the 
Temeraire, who had one of her maindeck gun- 
carriages disabled, and her master, Mr Robert 
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Duncan, severely^ and three seamen slightly wounded. 

A shot from her, or from the Caledonia, had also 
wounded two men in the french battery. The noise 
of the firing brought out M. Emeriau with 14 sail of 
the line, and furnished the Moiiiteur with another 
paragraph, to prove the fearlessness with which the 
french fleet could manoeuvre within a league or two 
of its own port. 

Almost every day that the british fleet remained 
at the Hyeres, or cruised off Cape San-Sebastian, the rimi* 
french fleet, or a division of it, sailed out and in, 
to exercise the crews, the principal part of which with 
were conscripts. On the 2()th of November, when 
the only british force off Toulon were the two 38-giin 
frigates Volontaire, (iaptain the honourable Granville 
George Waldegrave, and Perleu, acting captain 
Joseph Swabey Tetley, and these had been blown 
to some distance from the coast, a fleet of 14 french 
ships of the line and several frigates sailed upon a 
cruise between the capes of Sicic and Sepet; in- 
tending to extend it a little beyond them, if wind and 
weather should permit, and if sir Edward Pellew 
should approach no nearer than his present cruising 
ground, off Cape San-Sebastian. The french admiral 
remained out all that night, and all the following 
day and night, without being crossed by a hostile 
sail. 

At daylight on the '22d, however, as the Volon- 
taire and Perleu were lying to, at the distance of aWi 
from two to throe leagues west-south-w'est from Cape 
Sieie, the french advanced division, consisting ofvoion- 
three line-of-battle ships and two frigates, made its '""j® 
appearance in the south-east. Both parties were Periea. 
soon under a crowd of sail. At 9 a. m. captain 
Tetley exchanged several shot with a french frigate 
upon his lee quarter; and, owing to the Perleu 
being able from the peculiar construction of her 
after-body (she was a danish-built ship) to bring 
six guns, three on each deck, to bear upon what 
is usually termed the point of impunity, he so 

VOL. V. 2 I 
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>811. cut up the french frigate forward, that, at 10 A. m. 

the latter bore away out of giui-sboi The Trident 74 
Action and Amelie frigate, in the mean time, had exclianged 
a few distant shot with the Volontaire. The french 
74 and frigate then stood for the Perlen ; at whom 
kttcr began firing at 11 a. m., and upon whom they 
french gaiiiod gradually in the chase. At noon Cape Sicie 
ships, bore from the Perlen east-north-east 10 or 1 1 ieagnes. 
At 1 F. M., liiiding that the two ships were advancing 
rapidly upon her, the Perlen cut away tlie sheet, 
spare, stream, and hedge anchors. At 2 h. 30 m. 
p. M. the Trident was on her lee, and the Amelie on 
her weather quarter ; both still keeping up a heavy 
fire, and the Perlen returning it. In another quarter 
of an hour, provoked at being (ired at so effectually, 
ill a position from which she herself could bring no 
guns to bear, the Trident yawed and discharged 
her broadside. This of course occasioned the french 
74 to droj) astern ; and, accompanied by the Amelie, 
sh^p^ ' tlie Trident stood for the Volontaire. In a little 
thmc” however, the two french ships, finding that 

tiicpur- the .state of their rigging gave tlieni im hope of 
success in the chase, altered their course, and bore 
away for Toulon. 

The Perlen had her standing and running rigging 
and sails very much cut, and received two shot so 
aad' " down, as to cause her to make nine inches of 
Vc.ion- water per hour ; but, fortunately, the frigate had 
tairc. none of )ier crew hurt. The Volontaire was not 
struck ; although, at one time, two two-deckers, one 
with a rear-admiral’s flag, fired several broad- 
sides at her. Having thus chased away the only 
british force at this time off the coast, and which the 
magnifying optics of hi.s reconnoitring captains made 
out to be “ un vaisscau ot une fregate,” vice-admiral 
Emeriau continued manoeuvring about until the 26th; 
then reanchored in the road of Toulon. On the 
same day vice-admiral sir Edward Pellew, with the 
british fleet, anchored off the south-east end of the 
island of Minorca. 
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The length of the french adniiral’s cruise required 
a few days’ relaxation ; and it was not, we htdieve, 
until the 9th of Deceinlier, tliat tlie fleet again weighed m. 
from the road. On this day M. Eineriaii, having, as 
he states, been apprized by the signal-posls, tliftt a suiis 
british fleet of 12 sail of the line was in the ofling, 
put to sea with IG sail of the line and tw o frigates.” <irivta 
In a few hours, however, the french admiral returned 
into port ; and this ])rovcd to be the last exploit of 
the Toulon fleet during the year 181 1. iGic\r. 

Is it not a little surprising that, out of upwards of 
56 sail of the line in commission at the different 
ports of the french emjiire, namely, 18, including 
three dutch ships, in the Scheldt, seven in the Texel, 
two in Cherbourg, two in Brest, four in Lorient, 
three in Bocliefort, IG in Toulon, and four at least 
in the ])orts of Genoa, S|)e/.'/:ia, Venice, and Naples, 
not one squadron, nay, not one line-of-battle ship, 
should have ventured out of sight of her own har- 
bour? What prevented vice-admiral Emeriau from 
going fairly to sea on the 2()tli of November ? Where 
had the ^lory of the “ great nation” liid itself? 
Where wei e the Duguay-Tronins, the De Grasses, 
and the Suffreus, when, on tlie Gth of December, 

1811, a french admiral, with IG sail of the line, 
allowed himself to be driven back into port by a 
british admiral witli 12 ? Anti yet, if rtqtort be true, 
Buonaparte had an object, a grand oljcct, in view; 
no less than that of getting a povverlid fleet fo the 
East Indies, and thereby possessing himself of the 
immense territories belonging to Great Britain in 
that quarter of the globe. 

LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 

On the 24th of March, at daylight, Barfleur ligdit- ilt- 
house bearingsouth by east distant 12 or 13 miles, the 
british 74-gun shipBerwdek, cajitain.lamesMacnamara, Ama- 
observed a large sail direidly betw'eeu herself and 
the lighthouse, running along the shore. This was uniiior- 
the french 40-guu frigate Amazone, captain Bernard- 

2 i2 
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1811. Lpuis Rousseauj making another attempt to get from 
Havre to Cherbourg.* The 74 immediately gave 
chase, aiid compelled the frigate to haul in for a small 
rocky bay, about a mile to the westward of the light- 
house ; where the Amazone anchored with the loss 
wide rudder. Thinking an attack by boats praeti- 

Tnd cable when the tide suited, captain Macnarnara called 
briSi offing by signal the 38-gun frigate 

ships Amelia, captain the honourable Frederick Paul Irby, 
anchor. IG-guu brig-sloops Gosliawk and Hawk, cap- 

tains James Lilburn and Henry Bourchier. At 8 a.m., 
the lee tide making strong, the Berwick, to avoid 
the rocks and shoals surrounding her, came to an 
anchor about two miles to the northward of the 
Amazone ; as, upon their junction, did the Amelia, 
Hawk, and Gosliawk. 

Ameul noon the 38-gun frigate Niobe, captain Joshua 
and William Loriiig, joined from the westward. At 
4 p. M., the Hood tide making, and captain Macnarnara 
attack having relinquished the plan of attack by boats on 
frigate, account of the rapidity of the tides, the squadron got 
under way ; and the Niobe, followed by the Amelia 
and Berwick in succession, stood in as close to the 
french frigate as the safety of the ships would admit. 
The latter being surrounded by rocks and shoals, 
their fire could only be bestowed in the act of w^ear- 
ing, and was consequently partial and of little effect. 
At 6 p. M. the British hauled off, with the loss of one 
man killed on board the Berwick, and one killed and 
one wounded on board the Amelia, and the standing 
and running rigging of all three ships much cut. 

Ama- On the 25th, at daylight, captain Macnarnara stood 
Bet'r in again with his squadron, for the purpose of renew- 
on'firc^ ing the attack ; but the french captain rendered that 
andis^ stcp Unnecessary, by setting fire to his ship ; aiid the 
*'*■ , Amazone, a fine new frigate of the largest class, was 
* soon burnt to the water’s edge. 

On the 8th of May, at 9 h. 30 m. a. m., the british 


* See p. 360. 
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18-gun brig-sloop Scylla, (sixteen 32-pounder car- 
ronades and two sixes,) captain Arthur Atcheson, 
being close in with the isle of Bas, discovered scyiia 
to-leeward, and immediately chased, the french 
gun-brig .Canonnier, of 10 long 4-pounders, one frencu 
24-pounder carronade and four swivels, with 77 men, 
commanded by enseigne de vaisseau Jean- Joseph- and her 
Benoit Schilds, having under her protection a convoy 
of five small vessels, which she had just sailed with 
from Peros and was conducting to Brest. 

At 11 h. 30 m. A. M. the Scylla overtook, and com- 
menced firing at, the Canonnier and her convoy, nfer 
At 11 h. 45 m., being then within the Triages and 
Portgalo rocks, off Morlaix, and finding that it was and 
the intention of the french commander to run his 
vessel and convoy on shore, captain Atcheson re- her. 
solved to lay him on board. The Scylla, going at the 
time eightknots, accordingly did so ; and in aboutthree 
minutes her officers and crew carried the Canonnier, 
with a loss on their part of two seamen killed, and 
one midshipman (Thomas Liven) and one marine 
slightly wounded. As a proof that the french brig 
made a creditable resistance, she lost her commander, 
one midshipman, the boatswain, and three seamen 
killed, and one midshipman and 10 seamen wounded, 
five of them dangerously. One only of the convoy 
was secured, a sloop laden with gi-ain : the remain- 
ing four got within the rocks and ran themselves on 
shore. 

On the 24th of August, at 1 p. m., as the british Diana 
38-gun frigate Diana, captain William Ferris, and 
18-pounder 36-gun frigate Semiramis, captain Charles 
Richardson, were standing towards the Cordouan 
lighthouse from Basque roads, five sail were descried 
inside of the shoals at the mouth of^ the river oiron- 
Gironde. Four of these were small merchant vessels, 
which the fifth sail, the french (late british) gun-brig 
Teazer, mounting twelve 18-pounder carronades and 
two long 18-pounders, with 85 men, commanded by 
lieutenant de vaisseau Jean-Alexandre Papineau, had 



486 LIGHT SQUADRON* AND SINGLE SHIPS. 

J esworted from Rochefort and was now taking to a 
place of security, on account of not being able, aS 
represented, to weather Maumusson. 

Dis- Aware that a direct attack upon these vessels, situ- 
tiism- ^1^4 as they were amidst shoals and heavy batteries, 
selves would be attended with the sacrifice of many lives, 
anchor captaiii Fcrris resolved to attempt accomplishing his 
at the object by stratagem. Accordingly, at 4 h. 30m. p. m., 
"aiic having hoisted french colours, and the Diana a com- 
river. modore’s pendant and a french jack at the fore, the 
signal for a pilot, the two british frigates stood boldly 
in towards the mouth of the Gironde. The Teazer 
immediately hoisted her colours, and fired a gun to- 
lecward, the signal I’or a friend. The two frigates 
promptly repeated the gun, and at (1 p. m. tacked. 
The battery at Pointe de la Coubre now fired a few 
shot ; but captain Papineau, as the Teazer ran past 
the. battery, hailed the commandant, and informed 
him that the two frigates were the Pallas and Elbe 
frotn Rochefort. The battery, on this, ceased firing; 
and at 6h. 30m. p.m. a pilot-i)oat came alongside the 
Diana. The Frenchmen were soon handed out of 
her, and their boat secured astern. At 7 p. m., 
which was just as it got dark, the Diana and Semi- 
ramis anchored off Pointe de Grave, between the 
Cordouan and Royan ; under the batteries of which 
latter place and of Verdon lay the Teazer, in com- 
pany with the brig-corvette Pluvier,of 14 carronades, 
24-pounders, and two sixes, commanded by the cap- 
tain of the port, capitaine de fregate Michael- 
Augustin Dubourg, and stationed there for the pro- 
tection of the different convoys passing along that 
part of the coast. 

oAhe Tea/er’s convoy having anchored about four 

two miles up the river, captain Ferris, at 7 h. 30 m. P. m., 
asceTd despatched seven boats, to attempt cutting the vessels 
the out ; three from the Diana, under the orders of lieu- 
an" tenants Francis Sparrow and George B. Roper, and 
tap- master’s mate William Holmes, and four from thfe 
convV Semiramis, under lieutenants Thomas Gardner, Percy 
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Grace, and Robert Nicholson, and master’s mate 
Timothy Renon. I’he tide prevented the execution 
of this service until very late in the night ; and at 
daylight on the 25th the boats and the captured ves- 
sels, five in number, were still up the river, at the 
mouth of which lay the two french men-of-war brigs. 
Captain Ferris now determined to attack the two 
brigs with the ships; and accordingly, at 6 a. M., the Tho 
two frigates, using the same artifices as before, gotg^t/"’ 
under way and steered for Verdon road. As a proof enter 
that the deception fully succeeded, captain Dubourg 
went on board the Diana in his boat, and did not 
discover his mistake until he had ascended the 
quarterdeck. 

While the Semiramis stood towards the inner brig, D'ani 
the Pluvier, the Diana laid the outer one, the Teazer, 
close alongside, the frigate’s lower yards carrying i'eazer 
away the brig’s two topgallantmasts. In an instant 
lieutenant Robert White Parsons, first of the Diana, 
attended by lieutenant Lewis Pryse Madden of the 
marines, Mr. Mark G. Noble the boatswain, and 
about 30 seamen and marines, sprang on board, and, 
without the loss of a man on either side, carried the 
brig. Lieutenant Parsons then caused the prisoners 
to be put below without the force of arms and conse- 
quent destruction of life; thereby evincing a humanity 
which did him much honour. One of the Diana’s 
seamen was afterwards accidentally lost overboard. 

The moment she discovered what had befallen the ^emi- 
Teazer, andsaw the Semiramis approaching to put the ihUs'cs 
same plan in practice upon herself, the Pluvier, now 
commanded by lieutenant de vaisseau Page St.-Vaast, shore, 
cut her cables and made sail for the beach ; where 
she grounded near to the battery of Rpyan. The 
Semiramis chased until she got into five fathom.s’ 

Titater ; then anchored with a spring, so as to bring 
her broadside to bear upon the brig and her bow 
guns upon th6 fort, within grape-shot distance of both. 

After a ‘few minutes’ engagement, and just as the 
boats were about to pull alongside the Pluvier to carry 
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off her crew, numbering 136 officers and menylieu- 
Au^ tenant Gardner, with the barge, pinnace, and cutter, 
rejoined his ship from the service of capturing the 
convoy. These boats were immediately sent to 
board attack the brig ; and, after receiving the broadside of 
the Pluvier, lieutenant Gardner boarded and carried 
her. her, with no greater loss on the british side, than 
himself and two seamen wounded, 

Pluvier The prize being fast on shore, the ebb tide running 
on*flre aiid the Semiramis in only 25 feet water, 

and captain Richardson found it necessary to take out of 
stftnd'^ the Pluvier the remainder of her crew and burn her ; 
out. a service soon executed. The Semiramis then stood 
out to join the Diana, who had anchored in the 
Gironde out of gun-shot, in company \^ith the Teazer 
and the five vessels late under her charge ; One of 
which, the transport Mulet, mounted eight swivelS;^ 
with a crew of 42 men, and was laden with ship- 
timber. At Ih. 30m. p. M. the Pluvier exploded; 
and thus was consummated an enterprise, planned with 
judgment, and executed with skill and gallantry. 

After lying tolerably quiet for several years, the 
famous Boulogne flotilla began again, this autumn, to 
be seized with fits of restlessness. It consisted at 
this time of IG prames, or ship-rigged gun-vessels, 
mounting 12 long 24-pounders, with 112 men each ; 
28 bi’igs, with false keels, mounting from three to 
eight long 24s, and occasionally a large mortar, with 
from 70 to 80 men each ; eight schooners of 10 guns 
and 40 men each, and between 200 and 300 gun- 
boats, rigged chiefly as luggers, some with one, others 
with two, long 18 or 24 pounders and 26 men each. 

On the i9th of August, at 2 p. m,, the island of 
rlrTa St.-Marcouf bearing west by north distant six leagues, 
french the british 16-guu brig-sloop Hawk, captain Henry 
and Bourchier, observed from the mast-head a convoy of 
a^at- vessels steering for Barfleur. All sail was 

tack immediately made in chase ; and, on her near ap- 
their P^oach, the Hawk discovered that the convoy was 
escort, under the protection of three gun-brigs and two large 
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luggers, the latter carrying from eight to 10 guns, 

^nd the former from 10 to 16, and aj^arently well^Au^ 
armed. These five armed vessels immediately hauled 
out from their convoy, with the evident intention of 
^giving battle to the british brig, and the latter hove 
to in readiness to receive them. 

At 3 h 30 m. p. m., Pointe Piercue bearing north- 
west half-west distant four miles, the action com- shore 
menced within half pistol-shot, and continued, with 
great spirit on both sides, until the Hawk succeeded brigs 
in driving on shore two of the brigs and the two 
luggers, with 15 sail of their convoy. While in the luggers 
act of wearing to prevent the third brig from raking 
her, the Hawk took the ground ; whereby that brig 
and a few of her convoy, although they had pre- 
viously struck, effected their escape. During an hour 
and a half that the Hawk was employed in lightening gets off 
herself of booms, spars, anchors, and a few of her 
guns, she lay exposed to incessant discharges of 
artillery and musketry from the shore. Having got 
again afloat, the Hawk anchored to repair her da- 
maged rigging ; and captain Bourchier took that ‘ 
opportunity of despatching his^boats, under the orders 
of lieutenant David Price, second of the brig, (the 
first absent in a prize,) assisted by John Smith the 
master, and Thomas Wheeler the gunner, to bring 
out or destroy as many of the vessels as prac- 
ticable. 

Lieutenant Price, under a galling fire of musketry 
from the beach, succeeded in bringing out the Heron, wlir 
national brig, pierced for 16 guns, mounting when 
the attack commenced only 10, (and of these she had brings 
since, to lighten herself, thrown overboard four,)y"“^® 
together with three large transports, laden with ship- and 
timber. The remainder of the grounded vessels 
were on their broadsides and completely bilged ; but ports, 
lieutenant Price was prevented from burning them, 
owing to the strength of the tide against him. The 
loss sustained by the Hawk, in this her very gallant 
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1811. enterprise, amounted to one seaman killed and fiJUi* 
wounded. Captain Bourchier, in his official letter, 
speaks very hig’hly of Mr. Henry Campling, purser; 
“ who,” he says, “ volunteered to command the raa* 
rines and sraall-arm men, and from whose continued 
and well-contluctcd fire 1 attribute the loss of so feUr 
men.” In these instances, where officers step out of 
their way to serve in posts of danger, we are parti- 
cularly gratified in being able to record their narties. 
For his gallantry on the occasion, captain Bourchier 
was deservedly promoted to post-rank. 

Barba- On the Ctli of September, in consequence of in- 
alir formation brought by some deserters from the french 
admiral’s ship in Cherbourg, captain Pulteney Mal- 
drive colm, of the 74-gun ship Boyal-Oak, cruising off the 
fmich detached tlie ‘28-gun frigate Barbadoes, cap- 
^un- ‘ tain Edward Rushworth, and 16-gun brig-sloop 
intr Croshawk, captain James Lilburn, to the eastward of 
Ciiiva- Barfleur, for the purpose of intercepting some gun- 
brigs expected at Cherbourg from Boulogne. On 
the 7th the two british brigs fell in with seven french 
gnu-brigs, mounting three long 24-pounders and a 
mortar each, and manned with 75 men. These the 
Barbadoes and Goshawk immediately attacked and 
chased into Calvados, driving one of them on 
shore. . 

Hot- On the 8th the 18-ponnder 36-gun frigate Hotspur, 
X'lcks Joscelinc Percy, arrived off Calvados, to en- 

tiwin deavour to destroy the french brigs. Having a pilot 
run on boai d, wlio uudcrtook to carry the frigate within 
shore pistol-shot of the enemy, captain Percy stood in to 
pUoT attack ; and at 6 p. m,, when within less than 
half-gun-shot, the Hotspur grounded. Notwithstand- 
ing her situation, the frigate succeeded irt sinking one 
gun-brig and driving two on shore, but lay fast for 
four hours, exposed all the while to a heavy fire 
[prions from the vessels, a battery, and some field-pieces, 
loss in The consequence was, that the Hotspur sustained a 
quince Very serious loss ; having two midshipmen, (Williaai 
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Smith and Alexander Hay,) two seamen, and one boy 
killed, and 19 seamen and three marines wounded. ^septT" 
The ship also received considei'uble dam?-^ in her 
hull, masts, and rigging. ^ 

On the 3d of September, at 1 1 a. m., while the two 
10-gun brig-sloops ftinaldo, captain James Anderson, Red" 
andRedpole, captain Colin Macdonald, were watch- 
ing the main body of the french flotilla, moored part of 
along the coast of Boulogne bay, under the protec- 
tion of the heavy batteries in tliat neighbourhood, flotilla, 
four of the 12-gun prames, one bearing a commo- 
dore’s broad pendant, four 4-gun brigs, and seven 
lugger-rigged gun-boats, of one gun each, got under 
way from the west end of the bay, with the flood 
tide and a strong breeze from the east-north-east, 
apparently to shift their birth njjon tlie eastern land. 
Hoping that a chance might offer, should these ves- 
sels venture a little way from the shore, of intercept- 
ing some of them, captain Anderson, with his two 
brigs, hovered about them to-windward. Observing, 
after a while, one of the prames and a brig astern of 
the others, the Rinaldo and Redpole made all sail, in 
the expectation to cut one or the other of them off; but, 
seeing the british captain’s intention, the french prame 
and brig also made sail, and succeeded in joining the 
others, who were lying to for them within the Basse 
bank. 

At 1 P. M., having follow'ed the prame and brig En- 
within the bank, the Rinaldo and Redpole com- 
menced action with them and the rear of the flotilla. 
Having stood as close in-shorc as they could, the 
prames, gun-brigs, and luggers tacked and stood of 
out in two lines, pointing in the direction of the two and™'* 
bPitish brigs, who were lying to to receive them. 

After a little partial firing, the flotilla stood in again, 
fbllowed and engaged by the Rinaldo and Redpole. 

This mandenvre - was repeated once or twice ; and 
eventually the flotilla borO' round up, and came to at 
their former anchorage, having done no greater 
injury to the two british brigs, than cutting away 
some of their rigging and making a few holes in 
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their sails. Considering that the two british brigs 
mounted only 18-pounder carronades, and their anta- 
gonists iQDg french 24-pounders, although we may 
wish for Lane further particulars of this action before 
we apply a terra to the behavour of the latter, we 
may safely say of the former, that they conducted 
themselves in the most gallant manner. 

On the 20th of September, at noon, as the british 
38-gun frigate Naiad, captain Philip Cartaret, was 
at anchor off Boulogne road, the french emperor, 
who was honouring the Boulognese with a visit, 
embarked in his barge, and, proceeding along the 
line of praines and gun-brigs, went on board the 
centre prame. The imperial flag immediately waved 
at the main topgallantmast-head, and remained 
Buona- there for a short time; when, Napoleon departing, it 
fends was lowcred down, and the flag of rear-admiral 
Baste hoisted at the mizen. Several of the other 
prames vessels were honoured in a similar manner, and 
tack'* Buonaparte continued rowing about the road. All this 
Naiad, was plainly Seen from on board the Naiad. Whether 
the presence of this british frigate kindled the wrath 
of Napoleon, and he wished her away, or that he 
considered she would make an excellent target, for 
his prames and brigs to exercise their guns at, cer- 
tain it is, that he ordered a division of the flotilla 
to weigh and stand towards her. At 1 p. m., the wind 
at south-south-west, and a strong flood tide setting to 
the north-east, rear-admiral Baste, with seven prames, 
each armed and manned as already stated, got under 
way, and steered for the Naiad, then bearing from 
them nearly north. 

As, in the state of the wind and tide, the Naiad 
by getting under way would only increase her dis- 
tance from the prames, she remained at an anchor 
with springs* on her cable. At 1 h. 40 m. p. m. the 
ref™** leading prame, having arrived just within gun-shp^ 
chor opened her fire, and received the frigate’s in re- 
oft ef- turn ; then tacked and stood off. Each of the leading 
feeling prame’s six followers did the same ; and at about 
thing. 10 brigs, mounting each four long 24-pounders, 
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and a sloop fitted as a bomb-vessel, joined in the can- isii. 
nonade. At 3 h. 30 m. p. m., it being then slack 
water, the Naiad weighed and stood off on the larboard 
tack ; partly to repair some trifling damage, but 
chiefly, by getting to-windward, to be better able to 
close with the prames and brigs, and get within shore 
of some of them. At 4 h. 45 m. the flotilla stood in 
under the batteries to the eastward of Boulogne, and 
ceased firing. At 5 h. 30 m. the Naiad tacked and 
stood in-shore, under all sail, in chase ; but, about 
sunset, the wind fell to a calm. Shortly afterwards the 
prames and gun-brigs came to anchor near Pointe la 
Creche; and at 7 h. 30 m. p. m. the Naiad herself 
anchored in her former position without having a man 
hurt. Nor had she the smallest spar shot away, as 
some token to the french emperor, who, no doubt, 
was honouring the british frigate with his regards, 
that the long 24-pounders of his flotilla, having failed 
to drive the Naiad off the coast, had even struck her 
with any effect. 

On the 21st, at 7 a.m., when the weather tide made, 
the seven prames, 10 brigs, and bomb-sloop, along gun. 
with several one-gun luggers, got under way, and 
stood to the westward on the larboard tack, formed anT 
in two lines. The weatherrndst line consisted of three 

{ irames, the admiral’s first, then a commodore’s, and 
astly a pendant prarae ; and the lee line, of four 
prames ; the brigs and small craft taking stations as 
most convenient in the rear of either line. The british 
in-shore squadron consisted this morning, besides the 
Naiad, of the Rinaldo and Redpole, the 18-gun brig- 
sloop Castilian, captain David Brainier, and the 
9rgun cutter Viper, lieutenant Edward A. D’Arcey. NaUa 
These four vessels, having during the night stood in three 
upon the Basse bank at the westernmost part of the 
1)^, near .fortL’Heurt, had, when the prames weighed to re- 
17 A. M., tacked and hove to, formed in line thus : 
Rln^ldo, Redpole, Castilian, Viper, with their heads 
to .the west-north-west and colours hoisted, to await 
.approach of the enemy ; the town of Boulogne 
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1811. bearing from the leading brig south-east by east 
distant five or six miles. At 8 h. 30 tn, a. m. the 
Naiad, who had weighed when the prames did, joined 
the Rinaldo and her companions, and lay to on the 
same tack ; slowly stretching off shore, in the hope 
of imperceptibly drawing the French from the pro- 
tection of their formidable batteries. 

Action At 9 h. 30 m. a. m. the rear-admiral's prame, which 
mences was the leading one of the weather line, tacked in- 
shore, and on coming round fired her broadside. The 
instant her helm was down, the british line, by signal 
from the Naiad, wore together and bore up in chase. 
The six remaining prames had wore at nearly the 
same instant as their admiral, and the whole were 
now crowding sail to regain the protection of the 
batteries. The Naiad hauled up for the prame of 
the french admiral ; while the brigs, bearing away and 
passing the frigate, stood for the sternmost prame 
of the lee line. At 10 h. 20 m. a. m. the Naiad, 
having got nearly within pistol-shot between the two 
lines, opened her fire from both sides ; and the 
Rinaldq andRedpole poured their broadsides into the 
sternmost prame of tlie lee line, the Ville-de-Lyon, 
commanded by lieutenant de vaisseau Jean Barbaud, 
who had been gallantly endeavouring to succour his 
admiral. Finding it impossible to reach the latter 
owing to shoal water, the Naiad, being then on the 
starboard and weather bow of the Ville-de-Lyon, 
of the bore up, and, wearing round, boarded and carried 
vme- jjgj.. jjqj without an obstinate resistance on the 
Lyon, part of the french olficers and men, with a loss of 
between 30 and 40 of them in killed and wounded, 
Rinai- including among the latter the prame’s commander, 
lieutenant Barbaud. 

pole While the Naiad stood away with her prize in toiV> 
the Rinaldo, Redpole, and Castilian continued engag- 
°mme remainder of the tlotilla. The firshtwo brigs 

c^ioT* succeeded in getting alongside the prame next in the 
the'*blt- V^ille-de-Lyon, and soon obliged her to 

teries. haul up for the Weather line. Being by this time fired 
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upon by all tbe batteries, and having but three fa- 
tbpins’ water under their bottoms, the three british 
brigs ceased firing and stood out to join the Naiad. 

The damages of the latter were very trifling ; but her 
loss amounted to two seamen killed, one lieutenant 
of marines, (William Morgan,) one midshipman, 
(James Dover,) and 12 seamen wounded. The Cas- 
tilian had her first lieutenant, Charles Cobb, killed, 
and one seaman severely wounded ; and the Redpole, 
her pilot wounded. The capture of this prarae, out 
pf the midst of the flotilla and almost under the guns 
of the batteries, must have wofully disappointed the 
spectators on shore, and have given rather an awk- 
ward finish to the morning’s amusement of the french 
emperor and his generals. 

On the 1st of August, as a small british squadron, 
consisting of the 12-pouuder 3^-gun frigate Quebec, 
captain Charles Sibthorpe John Hawtayne, 16-gun 
brig-sloop Raven, captain George Gustavus Len-®o^‘s^ 
nock, gun-brigs Exertion and Redbreast, lieutenants beci 
James Mqrray and sir George Morat Keith, bart., 
and hired armed cutters Alert and Princess-Augusta, prJ- 
was cruising off the coast between the Texel and the attack 
Elbe, information was received, that a division of gun- four 
boats lay at an anchor within the island of Nordeney. 

The Quebec’s first lieutenant, Samuel Blyth, imme- 
diately volunteered, and was permitted to attempt, 
to cut them out. 

Accordingly, 10 boats, containing 117 seamen and 
marines, including the following officers : lieutenants 
Samuel Blyth, of the Quebec, John O’Neale, Alert, 
Samuel Slout, Raven, and Charles Wolrige, Quebec, 
lieutenant of marines, Humphrey Moore, Quebec, 
sub-lieutenant Thomas Hare, Exertion, second mas- 
ter Georgp Downey, Redbreast, carpenter Stephen 
Pickett, Raven, master’s mates Robert Cook and John 
McDonald, Quebec, midshipman Richard Millet, 
Raven, and mates James Muggridge, (pilot to the 
expedition,) Princess-Augusta, and George Johnson, 
Alert, pushed off from the frigate, and shaped their 
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1811. course towards the coast of East-Friesland. On the 
'auT^ 2d the boats entered the river Jahde, and eaptiired 
a boat belonging to the imperial douariiers ; whose 
peculiar duty it was to support the continental sys- 
tem, and to cut ofif all commercial intercourse with 
England. Passing through the intricate navigation 
called the Wadden, between the islands W anger-oog, 
Spyker-oog, and Langer-oog, the british boats, on 
the same afternoon, came in sight of the enemy’s 
gun-boats, four in number; each armed with one 
long 12, and two long 6 or 8 pounders and 25 men, 
including five soldiers, and commanded by a lieu- 
tenant de vaisseau in the french navy. 

Lieut. soon as the British arrived within gun-shot, the 

boLds gun-brigs opened upon them a fire of grape and 
carries canister. Lieutenant Blyth, in the Quebec’s barge, 
outer pulling rapidly up, sprang upon the deck of the first 
boat. gcH-boat, and killed one man and wounded two in the 
struggle. Mr. Muggridge, who was also in the barge, 
was opposed, while boarding, by two soldiers, one 
of whom he shot dead ; but the other wounded the 
young man in the throat with his bayonet ; and, had 
the latter not fallen into the sea, he must have been 
killed. • Mr. Muggridge eventually reached one of 
the boats. In a few minutes the British mastered 
the crew of the headmost boat, and, driving the hands 
below, turned the long 12-pounder upon the other 
three boats; which were so situated that they could 
not fire upon the captured vessel without destroying 
their own people. There was a quantity of cartridges 
lying on the deck, covered by a sail, and from these 
the British loaded the gun, but could find no lighted 
blown gunner of the Quebec, having primed 

intcrthethe r2-pounder from a french powder-horn, which 
fiea by from its peculiar construction scattered a part of the 
cident, powder on the deck, discharged the piece by firing 
wved. his pistol at the priming; when the flash, communi- 
cating to the loose powder on deck, and thence to 
the cartridges under the sail, caused an explosion that 
killed or wounded 19 persons, including lieutenant 
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Blyth himself, who was blown into the sea, but after- 
wards reachod one of his boats. He had previously 
been wounded in the shoulder by a french soldier, 
and was burnt in his face, hand, and foot, by the 
explosion. This disaster, fatal as it was to the British mia- 
on board the outermost gun-boat, did not save the 
other three from capture. In 10 minutes they were boat* 
compelled to surrender, with the loss of two men 
killed and 10 wounded. tured. 

In the attack, the British lost two killed and nine British 
wounded, including among the latter lieutenants 
Blyth and Slout, and messieurs Millet and Mug- casion. 
gridge. Lieutenant Slout had been dreadfully 
wounded by the second gun-boat’s 12-pounder, which 
put two grape-shot through his thigh and one through 
his leg. The wounds in the thigh were so high up, 
that there was no chance of saving this young officer’s 
life, but by taking off the leg at the hip-joint. To 
this painful and precarious operation lieutenant Slout 
would not submit, and soon died from the effects of ^nfeut. 
mortification. With respect to Mr. Muggridge, siout. 
although, in case of being disabled, not belonging to 
the royal navy, he could expect no pension from 
the government, that gallant young seaman had vo- 
lunteered his services : his wound, fortunately for 
him, was not dangerous. Of those blown up by the 
accident, three died the next day ; and several were 
dreadlblly scorched, including lieutenant Moore of 
the marines. Having thus aclneved their very gal- 
lant exploit, lieutenant Blyth and his party, with their 
boats and prizes, returned to the little squadron off 
the island of Heligoland. As a reward for his beha- 
viour on the occasion, lieutenant Blyth was promoted 
to the rank of commander. 

The small island of Anholt in the Catteg^t, which, oanw 
it will be recollected, was captured from the Danes ta^ the 
in May, 1809,* became this year the scene of a very”'®-^^ 
splendid exploit. The british garrison at presehtSou 
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1511 . upon it consisted of 350 royal marines and 3] niariiiye 
artillery j the marines under the command of captain 
!]$obert Torrens of that corps, and the whole under 
captain James Wilkes Maurice of the navy, the 

g overnor of the island, and the officer who, six yeaps 
efore, had so distinguished himself in his defence 
of the Diamond rock. The island of Anholt, in the 
languishing state of commerce occasioned by the 
rigorous edicts of Buonaparte, was found very useful 
to England as a depot and point of communication 
between her and the continent. Whether Napoleon 
instigated the Danes to aid his views by expelling 
the British from Anholt, or that the Danes themselves 
felt the laudable desire of recovering possession of 
an island which had formerly belonged to them, certain 
it is, that preparations for the attack began to be made 
in the summer of 1810. But, so long as the sea re- 
mained open, british cruisers continued to hover 
round the island ; and the same hard weather, which 
at length drove the ships into more southern waters, 
shut up in their lakes and harbours the danish gun- 
boats and transports. 

Imon spring came, the ice melted, and the sea of 

against Denmark and its vicinity again admitted the barks 
uiMd adventurous to traverse its bosom. 

So early as on the 23d of March a flotilla, consisting 
of 12 gun-boats, each mounting two long 24 or 
18 pounders, and four brass howitzers, and manned 
with from 60 to 70 men, having under their protection 
12 transport vessels, resembling the gun-boats in ap- 
pearance, and containing between them, according 
to the danish official account, about 1000 troops, in- 
cluding an organized body of 200 seamen, assembled 
in Gierrild bay. On the 24th the island was, re- 
connoitred, or, ill other words, was visited, by . an 
intelligent officer of the danish navy, first-lieuterj^t 
Holstein, in the sacred character of a flag of truce. 
He soon ascertained that the garrison consisted pf 
less than 400 men, that the lighthouse-fort was the 
only fortification of importance, and that the sole 
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vessel of war cruising off the island was a small I8ii. 
armed schooner. Nothing could be more satisfactory, 
Accordingly, on the 26th, the flotilla set sail from 
Gierrild bay ; and on the 27th, at 4 a. m., in the 
midst of darkness and a heavy fog, the danish troops ^ptr. 
disembarked, in perfect order, at a spot distant 
about four miles to the westward of Fort Yorke, 
the head-quarters of the garrison, and, being unseen, 
were of course unopposed. 

Since the 10th of February governor Maurice had 
received an intimation of the intended attack upon his 
sovereignty, and had made use of every resource in. 
his power to give a proper reception to the assail- 
ants. It was just before dawn on the 26th, that the 
out-pickets on the south side of the island made the 
signal for the flotilla’s being in sight. The garrison J"®® 
was immediately under arms, and the brigade ofvanced 
four howitzers, covered by 200 rank and file, com- 
manded by the governor in person, having with him sWe. 
captain Torrens, major-commandant of the battalion, 
quitted the lines to oppose the landing ; when cap- 
tain Maurice, having advanced to a ridge of sand- 
hills, that runs nearly the whole length of the south 
side, to reconnoitre, discovered that the Danes had 
already landed and were then proceeding along the 
beach beneath him. As the two danish wings out- 
flanked the british brigade, and, if the latter con- 
tinued to advance, would get between the British and 
their works,* captain Maurice ordered a retreat. 
Before this could be effected, the corps of 200 danish 
seamen, under lieutenant Holstein, had gained the 
heights and were advancing with rapidity, cheering 
the retreat of the howitzers ; when, a heavy fire 
from the south-west angle of the Massareene battery 
obliged them to retire with precipitation to the beach, 
and soon afterwards to abandon a one-gun battery 
they had gained, and on which they had hoisted 
their colours. The Danes then took possession of 
two houses, and, on being driven from them by the 
fire of the Yorke and Massareene batteries, sheltered, 

2k2 
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1811. themselves, behind the iieiijhbouring sand-hills. 
^5^ Meanwhile the brigade of howitzers^ and the british 
marines that covered them, had regained the works, 
in good order, and without any loss. 

As the day opened, the danish flotilla was ob- 
Tarfar served to have taken a position within point-blank 
ceeds shot of the works. A signal that the enemy had 
landed, and that the gun-boats had begun the can- 
(iTnish noinade, was innaediately made to the british 18- 
Cats pounder 32-gun frigate Tartar, captain Joseph 
Baker, and 16-gun brig-sloop Sheldrake, captain 
James PattisonStewart, on the north side of the island, 
where they had only arrived the day before from 
England ; and who, the instant they heard the firing, 
had got under way to attack the danish gun-boats. 
Captain Maurice having signified, by telegraph, that 
the Sheldrake would be serviceable on the north 
side, the Tartar made the signal for the brig to re- 
main behind, and stood on alone. The wind being 
from the westward, the Tartar had either to run 10 
or 1 1 miles to-leeward, to get round the reef extend- 
ing from the east end of the island, or to beat up a 
still greater distance, in order to weather that branch- 
ing off from its north-west part. Rightly considering 
that the knowledge of the frigate’s being near 
the island, a circumstance of which the Danes 
were then ignorant, would make a considerable im- 
pression, captain Baker resolved on goings to-leeward, 
round the shoal of Knoben, that being a course 
which would the sooner bring the Tartar in sight of 
the invaders. 

Meanwhile the main division of the danish army, 
Danish under the orders of the commander in chief, major 
foree Melstedt, had crossed the island and taken up a 
north position on the northern shore, covered by hillocks 
p^te^of sand and inequality of ground. A detachment 
and from this division, consisting, says the danish official 
pXa account, ofl50 men, under captain Reydez, advamjed 
render Uncommon bravery to the assault j but the dis- 
charges of grape and musketry from Forts Yorke and 
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Massareene, which swept the plain and beach, obliged 
them to approach bv degrees from sand-hill to sand- Mmii. 
hill. The Danes rallied often and courageously, but 
were at length beaten back. Lieutenant Holstein’s 
division, on the south side, had by this time suc- 
ceeded in bring up a field-piece, which enfiladed the 
Massareene battery. The apparent success of this 
induced major Melstedt to order a general assault. , 
The danish troops pushed boldly forward, and the 
danish gun-boats opened their fire ; but the discharges 
of grape and musketry from the british batteries 
were irresistible. Major Melstedt was killed by a 
musket-ball, when gallantly leading on his men ; the 
next in command, captain Reydez, had both his legs 
shot aw'ay by a cannon-ball ; and another cannon- 
shot put an end to the life of the gallant lieutenant 
Holstein. The incessant fire from the batteries had 
already strewed th5 plain with killed and wounded ; 
and, just at this moment, the Aiiholt schooner, a 
small armed vessel attached to the island, manned 
by volunteers and commanded by lieutenant Henry 
Loraine Baker, anchored close to the northern shore, 
on the flank of the besiegers. The sand-hills being 
no longer a protection, and finding it impossible 
either to advance or retreat, the assailants hung out 
a flag of truce, and offered to surrender upon terms ; 
but governor Maurice would accept of nothing less 
than an unconditional surrender, and to that, after 
some deliberation, the Danes acceded. 

The gun-boats on the south side, observing the Guu- 
approach of the Tartar, had in the mean while got retreat 
under way and steered to the westward. Thus“^^^^ 
abandoned, and having no means of retreat, thcontbo 
Danes on this side also hung out a flag of truce. 

An officer from the w'orks went to meet it, and must surren- 
have smiled when he found the object of the truce 
to call upon the British to surrender. How- 
ever, the Danes very soon withdrew their claims, 
and consented themselves to surrender as prisoners 
of war; making, with those that had surrendered on 
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1811. the north side, a total of 520 officers and men, ex- 
elusive of 23 wounded. The remaining half of the 
assailants bad fled towards the west end of the island ; 
whither the gun-boats and transports had proceeded, 
in order to embark them. Captain Maurice, accom- 
panied by captain Torrens, immediately marched 
in that direction, with the brigade of howitzers and 
Re-, about 40 men, all that could be spared with reference 
to the safety of the prisoners ; but the formidable 
fOTce** of Danes preserved them from mo- 

em-* lestation, and they embarked without further loss, 
ba* 'phat previously sustained amounted to between 30 
quit and 40 killed, including four principal officers and 
the wounded as already enumerated ; and the loss 
‘ on the British side amounted to two men killed and 30 
wounded, including among the latter captain Torrens, 
slightly. , 

Flotilla Being enabled to sweep directly to-windward, 
ebaaed their light draught of water, to pass within 

Tartar the westem reefs, the gun-boats were at the point of 
Ihei- embarkation long before the Tartar could get near 
drake, them; nor could the Sheldrake molest them, she 
being to-leeward. Having reembarked the remainder 
of the troops, the flotilla, at aBout 4 p.m., made sail in 
the direction of the Sheldrake, but shortly afterwards 
separated, eight of the gun-boats and nearly the 
whole of the transports steering for the coast - of 
Jutland, and the remaining four gun-boats and an 
armed transport running before the wind towards 
the coast of Sweden. 

Shei- While the Tartar stood after the division standing 
for Jutland, the Sheldrake pursued that endeavQur- 
tures ing to escape to Sweden. At 4 h. 30 m. p. m. the 
Sheldrake opened a heavy lire, and presently cap- 
Mato, tured No. 9 gun-boat, mounting two long 18-pounders 
srnksa and four brass howitzers, with a lieutenant pf the 
third. (Janish navy and 64 men. Having rempved the pri- 
soners, the brig resumed the chase, and at 8 p. m. 
overtook, and after the exchange of a few shot 
captured, a large lugger No. I, mounting two long 
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24-pounders and four brass howitzers, with a heu- 
tenant and 60, out of a complement of 70 men. 
Another ffun-boat, as declared by several of the 
Sheldrake”s people, and acknowledged to be missing 
by the Danes, was sunk by the brig’s shot. The 
Sheldrake, on her part, sustained no loss and very 
slight damage. 

The division, of which the Tartar was in chase, 
separated, and three of the transports steered for tures 
the island of Lessee. These the frigate pursued, 
and succeeded in capturing two ; one with 22 soldiers ports, 
and a considerable quantity of ammunition on board, 
the other laden with provisions. Soon afterwards 
the shoal water to the southward of the island 
obliged the Tartar to haul off and discontinue the 
chase. Thus ended the danish expedition to Anholt ; 
an expedition, in the conduct of it, highly creditable 
to both parties ; for, if the British gained honour 
by their victory, the Danes lost none by their 
defeat. 

Captain Maurice, in his official letter, computes a- 
the whole danish force employed in this expedition 
at 4000 men. The private letter of a british officer Danish 
present at the attack reduces that amount to one 
half. Our contemporary states the number at 
L^OO men;* and, although captain Brenton gives 
the Danes more gun-boats and transports than, 
it appears, they had with them, we see no objection 
to his estimate of the aggregate number of troops 
and seamen. 

On the 31st of July, in the evening, the british ai- 
10-gun cutter Algerine, lieutenant John Aitkin 
Blow, and 12-gun brig Brevdrageren^ lieutenant 
Thomas Barker Devon, lying off Long sound on ren^fcii 
the coast of Norway, discovered three brigs stand- 
ing towards them from the shore. These were danUh 
three danish men of war, one brig the Langland, bf 
20 long 18-pounders, and, it is believed, two sixes brigs. 


* Brenton^ voLiv. p. 505. 
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out of the stern-ports, with 170 men ; anotiier the 
Lougeo, already known to us,# and the third the 
Kiel, mounting two guns less than the latter, or J6 
long 18-pounders, with about 150 men ; total, 54 long 
dauish 18-pounders and 480 men.. On the britisn 
side, there were 10 carronades, IS-pounders, in the 
cutter, and the same, with two long G-poundets, in 
the brig. The complement of each vessel was 60, 
but the Brevdrageren had only on board 47, men 
and boys. 

* Under these circumstances, lieutenant Blow was 
justified in retreating; and accordingly the cutter 
and gun-brig, in the light airs then prevailing, used 
every exertion, by sweeping, to eflect their escape. 
On the 1st of August, at 5 a. m., it was perceived 
that the three danish brigs had gained considerably 
in the chase, the Langland being about four miles 
distant on the larboard and lee beam of the two 
british vessels, and the Lougen and Kiel about two 
distant on the same quarter of theii*commodore, the 
Langland. Lieutenant Blow now sent a boat on board 
the gun-brig, and proposed to lieutenant Devon, that 
the two vessels should bear down and cut off this 
brig. The proposal was cheerfully acceded to, and 
the Algerine and Brevdrageren began sweeping 
towards the Langland ; but the latter, seeing their 
intention, bore aw’ay and closed her consorts. Their 
plan being thus frustrated, the cutter and gun-brig 
hauled up and resumed their efforts to escape. 

This w^ell-meant manoeuvre, on the part of the 
Algerine and Brevdrageren, had brought them much 
nearer to the danish brigs ; and these, being now 
concentrated, resumed the chase with red&ibled 
vigour. By 11 A, m. the Langland, writh sails clewed 
up, and assisted by boats from her consorts, had 
again swept herself ahead of them. Again the 
Algerine and Brevdrageren, it now being quite' calm, 
begqu sweeping towards her. On this occapidn 


* Soe p. 41, 
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finding the Lougen at no great distance astern of 
him, the danish commodore awaited the attack. 

At about noon the Langland began firing at the ^ 
Algerine and Brevdrageren ; and at a few minutes 
before 1 p. m., while tlie Brevdrageren was in close Aige- 
aotion with the Langland, and just as the Lougen 
had got upon the british brig’s/ starboard quarter, dons 
the Algerine suddenly ceased firing and swept her- Jlon. 
self out of the battle ; making a signal to the 
Brevdrageren to do the same. Circumstanced as the 
gun-brig then was, with the Langland close on 
larboard beam and the Lougen advancing rapidly on b?™ 
her starboard quarter, a compliance with the order 
was impracticable, unless the Brevdrageren hauled 
down her colours, and that lieutenant Levon had no 
intention of doing. He therefore answered lieu- 
tenant Blow’s signal, by hoisting the recall. That 
was not attended to; and the Algerine, whose 
facility of moving by sweeps, both from the form of 
her hull and the increased number of her crew, far 
exceeded that of the Brevdrageren, was presently 
beyond the reach of active cooperation. 

At 1 h. 30 m. p. M., when the Brevdrageren had Brer- 
received several shot between wind and water, and 
had had three of her guns disabled, a light air suc- 
sprang up from the westward. Of this immediate ef! 
advantage was taken by the british brig, whose sails, fectingr 
being already set, had only to be trimmed to the escape, 
breeze ; while the Langland still had hers clewed up. 

The promptitude of the Brevdrageren certainly 
saved her ; for. Just as she had got one mile from the 
Langland, the breeze died away, and it was then only 
that the Danes, who had never ceased firing, began 
to (dieet home their topsails to go in pursuit. The 
Laiig][and continued to fire occasionally at the 
Bnevdrageten ; but, making a good use of her sweeps, 
and receiving a reinforcement of two additional 
sweeps, and 10 men from the Algerine, the british 
brig kept gradually increasing her distance. When, 
at about 5 p. m., the Lougen, having just got an air 



606 LIGtHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 

1811. of wind, was advancing fast upon the Brevdrageren*s 
starboard quarter, the Algerine hauled up and hove 
to, as if to cover her consort. This demonstration 
of resistance produced the desired effect, and the 
Lougen fell back. At sunset the Danes discontinued 
their fire, and at 9 p. m. gave up the chase of the 
two british vessels. 

Usson Although very much cut up in hull, masts, and 
the two rigging, tlie Brevdrageren escaped with so slight 
vessels ^ killed and three wounded. 

" The Algerine had also one man killed, but 
suffered very little in other respects. The small 
crew of the gun-brig, as may be supposed, were 
nearly exhausted by their labour at the guns and 
at the sweeps ; and great credit was undoubtedly 
due to the officers and men of the Brevdrageren 
for their gallantry and perseverance. A very 
serious investigation,” says our contemporary, would 
have taken place on the conduct of the lieu- 
tenant of the Algerine, but before any complaint 
could reach the admiralty, he was dismissed from 
the command of his vessel for another breach of 
discipline.”* 

ticiTer September, at 1 h. 30 m. a. m., as the 

british brig-sloop Chanticleer, of eight 18-pounder 
carronades and two sixes, with 75 men and boys, 
with captain Richard Spear, and gun-brig Manly, mount- 
danUh ^’^8’ more carronades than the Chanticleer, with 
brigsof42 men and boys on board, lieutenant Richard 
war* William Simmonds, were standing along the coast 
of Norway to the westward, three sail were descried 
by the Chanticleer, on her lee bow. The sloop, who 
was considerably ahead of her consort, immediately , 
bore away in chase ; and, as the three strangers, 
which were the danish 18-gun brigs (long 18-pounders, 
with 120 men each) Loland, captain Holm, Alseh, 
first lieutenant Lutkin, and Sampsoe, first lieutenant 
Grothschilling, hauled up also in chase, th^ two 


* Brenton, vol. v. p. 329. 
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parties were not long in meeting. At 2 h. 30 rt. 

A. M.‘ the Chanticleer closed and hailed the Sampsoe ; 'se^ 
who immediately replied by a broadside, and an action chan- 
commenced between these two brigs. In a short **®*®®'' 
time the Loland and Alsen, who had already opened treats, 
their fire upon the Manly, wore round, and made sail 
to support their consort engaged with the Chanticleer. 

The latter, on observin|^ this, wore under the stern of 
the Sampsoe, and made all sail on the larboard tack, 
followed by the three danish brigs. 

The Loland shortly afterwards hauled her wind 
for the Manly, then gallantly approaching on the 
starboard tack, to cooperate with her consort in 
repulsing the superior force which had so suddenly 
come upon them. At 4 a. m., having by her Manly 
superior sailing got upon the larboard beam of the “““y 
Manly, the Loland commenced firing at her ; and Loland 
these two brigs soon became warmly engaged. The 
action continued in this manner until nearly 6 a. m. ; wards 
when the Sampsoe and Alsen, having given over the simp- 
chase of the Chanticleer, came up to the. assistance 
of the Loland. The Sampsoe placed herself on 
the Manly’s larboard bow ; and the Alsen, taking 
the station of the Loland, who had tacked to get on 
her opponent’s starboard quarter, lay on the Manly’s 
starboard beam. Thus hemmed in, and having 
had her head-sails all shot away since the com- 
mencement of the action, her standing and running 
rigging cut to pieces, her remaining sails reduced to 
tatters, her two masts and bowsjirit badly wounded, sur- 
and four of her guns dismounted, the Manly hauled 
down her colours. 

Although, as the danish official account states. Loss on 
the Manly was much crippled, and there was no ivilliy. 
part bf her hull but had more or less suffered, she 
came out of the action with so comparatively slight 
a loss, as one seaman killed, and one seaman and 
t#o mariiies dangerously wounded. All three danish 
brigs received some trifling damage in their sails 
and rigging ; but the Loland alone is admitted to 
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1811. have sustained any loss, and that was only one man 
'""^killed. The danish captain Holm, with a feeling 
Danuh that establishes him for a brave man, says in his 
»«- letter to rear-admiral Lutkin : It must be confessed, 
count. reflects much lionour on the commander of 

the Manly to have made such a resistance.” And it 
is really a question, in our view of the subject, 
whether more honour was net gained by the loss of 
the Manly, than by the escape of the Chanticleer. 
Court- Lieutenant Simmonds, when subsequently tried for 
martial the loss of his brig, was not only most honourably 
uLt. acquitted, but received from the president of the 
mZ'ds <^oui't, captain Richard Lee, when the latter returned 
' him his sword, a very liandsome eulogium on his 
conduct. 

Re- Before we quit the subject of danish brigs of war, 
on the submit a remark or two upon the nature of 

arma- their armament. From the concurrent testimony of 
danTsh^ all the britisli officers who have been engaged with 
brigsof them, the Langland, Lougen, Loland, and other 
danish brigs of that class, carried long 18-pound- 
ers and, if we are not mistaken, we have seen the 
same caliber of guns mentioned in some of the danish 
official accounts. We strongly suspect, however, 
that the gun was not the long 18-pounder,” as 
usually understood by that tcrni,but a sort of medium ' 
gun, not much longer nor much heavier than a danish 
carronade of the same, or at all events of a 32-pound, 
caliber. Our opinion is founded upon the fact, 
that 18 long english 18-pounders, with their carriages^' 
weigh about 856 cwt. ; while 18 carronades, 32- 
pounders, with their slides and carriages, weigh but 
415 cwt. The british brig that carries the latteT 
measures about 382 tons, and therefore the danish. 
brig that could carry the former would measure at' 
least 600 tons. Now the largest brig of war, whicH' 
the British have taken from the Danes, wRS the’ 

• Gluckstadt, and she measured but 338 tons. 
force, as well as that of the seven or eight oth^ 
danish brigs taken with her, was officially stated to' 
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he 18 guns; but we doubt if any of these vessels 
had their guns on board. In this case the ports only 
(a practice that ought to be laid aside) would be 
reckoned ; from which, in a single decked vessel, a 
deduction of two is always to be made for the bridle 
or bow ports. Hence the Gluckstadt and her com- 
panion, when fitted out in the british service, carried 
no more than 16 guns. The only danish vessels 
taken on the same occasion, capable of mounting 
20 guns, were the Fylla and Little-Belt, and they 
measured but 490 tons ; less, by 20 or 30 tons, than 
the generality of french ships carrying the same 
number of guns. Upon the whole, we conclude, 
that the Lougen, and her consorts of the "largest 
class, carried 18-pounders, about six feet in length 
and weighing from 26 to 28 cwt. ; and that conse- 
quently, even at a moderate range, they were a full 
raatch'for the largest class of british brig-sloops. 

This year closed with a lamentable catastrophe, British 
which befell a part of the british Baltic fleet, on its 
return to Evigland for the winter months. On the sails 
9th of November the british 98-gun ship St.-George, Haw. 
captain Daniel Oliver' Guion, bearing the flag of 
rear-admiral Robert Carthew Reynolds, accompanied 
by several other men of war of the Baltic fleet and 
a convoy of 120 merchant vessels, sailed from Hano 
Sound for England. On the 15th, when the fleet buffers 
lay at anchor oTf the island of Zealand waiting for a gaie 
fair wind, a violent storm arose, in which about 30 
of the convoy perished, and the St.-George drove wingo. 
on shore, but eventually got off with the loss of her 
three masts and rudder. The men of war, with the 
remainder of the convoy,- then proceeded to Wingo 
Sound ; where the St.-George was fitted with jury 
masts and a Pakenham’s rudder, and the whole fleet 
go,t ready to depart with the first fair wind. ^ 

.Op tbe 17th of December the fleet, consisting of 
eight sail of the line, several frigates and smaller 
yesseis , of war, and about 100 merchant vessels, lind^ 
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1811 . sailed from Wingo sound; and as the St.-GeoTge 
was, as we have seen, in a greatly disabled state, 
Dover- the 74-gun ships Cressy and Defence, captains 
takea Charles Dudley Pater and David Atkins, were ap- 
pointed to attend her. The fleet had just cleared 
the Sleeve, when a tremendous gale of wind came 
gale, on, which blew successively from the west-north- 
gt . west, the west, and south, and then shifted, with 
George greater violence than ever, to the north-west. On 
fenc^®’the 24th, after combating with the gale for five 
we^c^- days, the St.-George and Defence were wrecked on 
coa°st the western coast of Jutland; and the whole of their 
land*" crews, except six men of the one, and 12 of 

‘ the other, perished. The Cressy saved herself by 
escapL wearing from the starboard tack, and standing to 
the southward ; but captain Atkins of the Defence 
could not be persuaded to quit the admiral without 
the signal to part company, and therefore shared 
his melancholy fate. 

Hero On the 25th the 74-gun ship Hero, captain James 
TdTn " Newman Newman, who had sailed from Gottenburg 
nLk 18th, met a similar fate on the Haak sand off 

sa^d. the Texel, with the loss of all her crew except 12 
men, that were washed on shore ; making a total of 
nearly 2000 officers and men thus entombed in a 
Grass- watery grave. The 18-gun brig-sloop Grasshopper, 
sorren- captain Henry Fanshawe, was in company, and 
ti>r also, but drove over the bank close in with 

Texel island. No alternative now remained but to 
surrender to the dutch admiral; which the Grass- 
hopper accordingly did. 

of^cer- On the 4th of February the british 18-pounder 
berus 32^un frigate Cerberus, captain Henry Whitby, and 
Active 38-gun frigate Active, captain James Alexander 
“ieur Gordon, cruising off the north-east coast of Itfily, 
Haye discovcrcd four vessels lying at an anchor in the 
foir of ‘^^'PestichP^ or Pescaro. It being nearly calm, 
vessels captain Whitby despatched lieutenant George H^yO 
Ccaro of the Active, with the barge of each frigate, to endea- 
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vour;to cut them out. Lieutenant Haye and his little isii:.- 
party, although exposed to a heavy fire of musketry 
frpm tfie soldiers quartered at the place, succeeded, 
with the loss of only one man wounded, in capturing 
three of the vessels, and in destroying the fourth 
after removing her cargo. They were all merchant 
trabaccolos, last from Ancona. 

On the 12th, in the morning, several vessels were Boats 
discovered at anchor in the harbour of Ortona on twoTt 
the same coast ; and, as the wind was light, captain 
tV^hitby despatched the boats of the two frigates, Jlenr 
under the orders of lieutenant James Dickinson, 
first of the Cerberus, assisted by lieutenant George S"' 
Haye and George Cumpston, lieutenant of marines 
Peter Mears and master’s mates James Gibson and 
James Rennie, to endeavour to bring out the vessels 
from the strong position in which they were moored. 

The harbour of Ortona is formed by a large pier, 
running out into the sea and connected with a range 
of hills leading to the town, which stands on the top 
of the highest, completely commanding the vessels 
in the harbour and in the road to' it. 


At 10 A-. M., on the near approach of the boats, a Take 
fire of great guns and small arms was opened from 
an armed Venetian trabaccolo, not before observed, trabac- 
and from soldiers posted on the beach and hills, 

The british seamen and marines instantly gave three other 
cheers, and, pushing on, carried all before them, destroy 
Lieutenant Dickinson, in the gig of the Cerberus, 
suppbrted by Mr. Rennie in the barge, boarded and 
almost instantly carried the armed trabaccolo, al- 
though she mounted six guns and was full of men. 
Lieutenant Dickinson then landed, with the marines 
under lieutenant Mears and the small-arm men under 
Mr, Rennie ; and this party had to climb up the 
rocks by their hands, with the prospect of falling 
dqwu a precipice every step they took. At length 
tfi^q strong post was attained; and, while the launches 
^itit their carronades kept the soldiers and inhabit- 
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rtU. ants ifticheck, Mr. Reanie planted tJ^e,briti§U.^lo(i^ 
very gates of tbe^ town. Tbe seamen 4Jiei 
secured the vessels in the harbour, which,; 
the armed trabaccolo, were 10 in numbCF* hr4 ji)1 
laden with wheat, oil,hemp,&c.; and the marines fuid 
division on shore burnt two large magazine^ filled 
with all sorts of naval and military store^r destined 
tor the garrison of Corfu, f Having, by 3 exer 
cnted the whole of this important service, lieutenant 
Dickinson and his party got back to their ships with 
so comparatively slight a loss as four men wounded*. 
Frftti- We last year left in the harbour of Ancona, a 
nctiaa franco-venetiau squadron, under the orders of the 
french commodore Dubourdieu ; and who> it- wilkhe 
sails recollected, in his official letter published in,- tlm 
Am)- Moniteur, expressed regret that his squadron of fiv0 
iiato frigates and two 16-gun brigs, should have been 
avoided” by a british squadron of “ three frigates, 
one corvette, and two brigs.”* On tlie evening, ipf 
the 1 1th of March M. Dubourdieu sailed frorh 
Ancona, with, besides his former ship, the Favorite, 
and the three Venetian frigates Corona, Be|lona, and 
Carolina, -|- the two french 40-gua frigates . Danad 
and Flore, the latter commanded by captain J,eftn- 
Alexandre Peridier, but the name of the Dunaels 
we. are unable to state. M. Dubourdieu - had alsp. 
with him the Venetian 16-gun brigiCorvetteiMercurtii 
one 10-gun schooner, one 6-guui xebec, and two 
boats, having on board from 400 to.500 iriOops,iund€ir 
colonel GitSenga of the Italian army,.! an i A garrisoiB 
. for ihe island of Lissa^ as soon as. they^shojuldj. siic-; 
ceqd fin conquering it. Early on the morning 
13lh this. franco- Venetian squadron^ iof. fouri;tiO?gn»t 
' ftigntes, two t)f a smaller class, brtg-CQrV'qttoi gO(^ 
FaUsin ^hertivessels, arrived off the .north .point c of 
brwsh a#d ^ere fell in with a british sqnadrpflfej of.t&fffis 
tttid a,!224gun ship,, under -thei.ordtstil 4b 
ctifitain I William Hoste> the very i officehfu wbOijbliia^ 


' c ' I / .,1 •'Seep. 37'lv « teAA 



ACtIO!} dFf LliSSA. 


61B 

CoittBianded the squadron^ which M. Dubourdieu and 
his crews, as formerly mentioned^ were so desirous 
to meet. Captain Hoste’s three frigates were the 
Amphion, Cerberus, and Active, already so fre- 
quently named; and he had also with him the 22-gun 
Min Volage, captain Phipps Hornby. 

At 3 A. M., when about a mile from the entrance of^“«' 
Port St.-George, the Active, the weathermost ship ceed» 
of her squadron, then cl<Jse hauled on the larboard 
tack, with the wind a fine breeze from the north- 
north-west, discovered the franco-venetian squadron, 
lying to to-windward. After making the night- 
signal for an enemy, the Active bore up to join her 
consorts. At 4 a. m. the extremes of Lissa bore 
from the Amphion, who was then one mile off shore, 
from west by north to north by east. At daylight 
the force of M. Dubourdieu’s squadron was made jj 
out, and the squadron of captain Hoste carried all hour- 
sail in chase. At 6 a. m. the franco-venetian 
squadron began bearing down to the attack in two down 
divisions ; the starboard or weather one consisting 
of the Favorite, Flore, Bellona, and Mercure, and 
the larboard or lee one, of the Danae, Corona, 
Carolina, and small craft. 

The british ships immediately formed in line 
ahead, with, besides the customary red ensign at 
their respective peaks, union-jacks and ensigns, 
blue and red, at their foremast heads and at their 
different stays. Thus nobly decorated, the four 
ships continued working to-windward to close the 
enemy. Just before the two squadrons got within 
gun-shot, aware of what would be the talismanie Cnpt. 
effect, at such a moment, of the name and example 
of his late friend and patron, captain Hoste tele- to us 
graphed, Remember Nelson !” The loud ‘^hurrahs !’^ 
of the four ships’ companies quickly responded to a 
so admirably calculated to inspire the hearts 
of bo^ officers and men with all the zeal, all tiie 
valdur, and all the confidence, necessary to with- 
stand a , force of such apparently overwhelming 
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^J^,SHpp¥i9iat3fe< aii tw wWoJi, iHilbe /lAli «5«p8fi*<l*ii«n 
^Plofi,a((?bifiviog an. easy vwtopy, .ms^ .«OT^>ir0p4^; a|te 
psp.fli^Og., f 

^ Amphion, then under.top anii Jop^ 

Md“ sails,, pn the starboard tack, withi^e Amise^ 

fire^on Volagc, and Cerberus, in close order astern* an clpiafe 
Payor- indeed* that the j ships almost touched each , other, 
’‘®- opened her fire upon the . F avorite ; who was i r^hdr 
al^ad of the Danae, the . leading, ship of thedarboard 
division^ The Amphion and Activ e kept up so wbUi 
directed a fire upon the Favorite, and the liae.tiiey 
formed was so close and compact, that M. Dubourdieu 
was completely frustrated in his gallant attempt tpj^ss 
between those ships. The Favorite now evinced a 
disposition to board the Amphion upon the quarter; 
and the french crew seemed all ready on the fore- 
castle to carry the plan into effect; when, just as the 
Favorite had approached within a few yards, a brass 
inch howitzer upon the Amphion’s quarterdebk, 
loaded with 750 musket-balls, was discharged athpr 
Death larboard bow, and, sweeping the french ship’s fore*- 
frcnch Committed dreadful havoc among the crowd 

com-* of boarders there assembled. Amidst ^em was 
observed, ready to lead on his men to the assault, 
the french commodore himself ; and he, it appears, 
was among those who fell on the occasion. 

Danafe As the british ships were moving at the rate of 
about three knots an hour, the course of each of the 
engage franco-vcnetiaii columns became more and more 
rus and oblique or tasking, until the Danae, Corona, qnd 
Voiage Carolina, especially the two former, brought tli^ 
larboard guns to bear upon the Voiage and Cerberosj 
which ships, although unable to cope with khteie 
such opponents, returned thqir fire with spirit* Ift tha 
menu time, foiled in her endeavours eit^r td bu^A 
hbe Amphion, or to cut the luw. astfi^ Qfi'|ter,.,anli* 
deiterrea. by the Active’s apparekd.,aaperadri^'^^ 
futeOifrom wearing and eoming to close 
har,> the Favorite stood on.ei^agingi,jdid Jt>n^hidn;' 
W;ith the evident iotentioa? of rounding th>e>»}stttur 
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bgp auii placing 4^p british* squlidro® between two 181J. 

^hrf40 m, a. »f., being withta half a cable's 
length of thi9 ahore of Lissa^ captain Hoste^^threw 
qpt the^ signal' foF bis ships to wear together. Just ste u 
ne the latter wef9,jn the aet of obeying the signal, oqa“ 
the Favorite made an efibrt to wear and get to- 
leeward trf the british line, but had scarcely put her 
hehn up, ere she struck on the recks in the utmost 
confu^on. ' This important circumstance of the 
battle, ' to produce whioh had beOn the object of 
captain Hoste in standing so long upon the starboard 
tack, we have endeavoured to illustrate by the 
following diagram. 
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'While the Cerberus was in the act of wearing, British 
her rudder became choked by a shot. This oc'-^eJ* 
OffsiOned the Volage to get round before her; andonCie 
ship fconsequently took the lead on the larboard 
rtlfich board, being close to the wind, the‘“k, 
ifottf ^^^feU into a bow and quarter line. Sheltered 
*^d; been in softie degree by her deader, the 
»l^p|ir^min'much better trim for performing htty 
aiid,?’ftow'that the briti^ lifte had stood 
Oft^^nidhe Ifutdydlptaln PdrJdler*fbniid‘no*diffidiit^ 
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isu.in passing ^der tlie stfltni of .the ,4nf¥Dlv 

Flore then opened her i^rst fee; a$d liawd<jlig|4% 
Flore afterwards hauled up on the larboard tack upon the 
Amphion’s lee quarter. Almost at the same moment 
Iona the Bellona hauled up <m the Amphion’s weather 
quarter, and both ships opened upon her a heavy 
pMon. fire. See the diagram on the opposite page. 

Danai By this time the Dana4, carefully avoiding the 
|"ges Active’s line of fire, had wore on the larboard tack, 
Volngc followed by the Corona and Carolina. Thinking to 
make an easy conquest of the Volage, the Danft4 
took up a station abreast of her. Thus honoured 
with occupying a frigate's post, the Volage bravely 
mmntmned a frigate's character, and poured in i^er 
3'2-pound shot with steadiness and precision. Finding 
the unexpected weight of these, and soon discover- 
ing that they proceeded from carronades, theDanae 
hauled off to a greacer distance ; where her Ipng 
18s could produce their full effect, but where ,car- 
ronades could not reach. The Volage was now 
obliged to increase the charge of powder for her 
carronades ; and they, in consequence, broke their 
breechings and upset. So that, at lastj the €«ound^ 
on the forecastle was the only gun which this gnJIant 
little ship had to oppose to the 14 long 18-pounders 
Corona of hoF wary antagonist. While the Volage and 
gages Danad were thus employed, the Cerberus and Ccn’ona 
tobc- not looking inoffensively at each other. In a 
little time, however, the Cerberus, who was upwai;ds 
of 90 men short of complement, became, greatly 
shattered in hull, and nearly disabled in fig^ngi hf 
the heavy and well-maintained fire , of the . Cprqnn^ 
with whom the Carolina cooperated, only in a,ahgb^ 
degree, that ship not appearing venp a^ittqps^^ 
closing. At length the Active, whq»hf^'be<an htr,^ 
ing bni! utmost to get to the asahi^nqef of hnf/wo 
friends in the van, approached, nnder . ^ 
canvasa* The moment they saw her ciq^ng 
Dana^, Corqna. and Carolina mado aft aail ^ 
ward. The following diagram will serve to umsii^le 
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Suffering greatly from the fire of the two ships Am- 
tht^ fcad placed themselves on her quarters, the p[^“" 
Aitiphiop gradually bore up to close her heaviest FWe 
and most annoying opponent. Having passed so 
hlosje ahead as almostto touch the Fiore, the Amphion, andob- 
at about 11 h. 15 m. a. m., came to the wind on the ”®®to 
satne tack as before, with her larboard broadside »nrren- 
beaVing directly on the french ship’s starboard and*^®*^' 
lese^bow.* So well directed a fire was now opened 
todn the? latter, that, in about five minutes, the 
Fip’tis c^sed firing and struck her colours. Imme- 
diately after the Amphion had bore up, the Bellona 
(fid the aamte ; and, placing herself across the for- Bei-^ 
tner’s, stem, maintained a heavy and destructive fire. 
Alt|i6iigh 'particularly careful not to fire into her late 
Coti^ort,’ sbtne of the Bellona’s shot appear to haveom-i 
"s|i^ck; the Flore, who had imperceptibly forereached 
trobii the Amphion. Conceiving the' shot to come throw* 
front th^ AfiiphiOn, one of the officerls of the Flore 

the ftench Cnsign, halliards and all, and, these*, 
hblding ^em up in his hands oveif the taffrail, as if 
the^'Atimhiort’s people to witne^ the act, threw 
tlid *WhdlO ' imo'the sea. 

ah ineffectual attempt. Owing to the damaged 
’df hei* 'iijg^ing 'kttd yard-tackle, to hoist oirtcom- 
OOssessioh Of the FlOre, the Auiphtph 
15^ tifi.td'ifdre’ afid sifehce the BeHOtia. / lonato 

Of ii'iiA i I'ii.y surren- 

der. 






* See diagram at p, 619. 
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position on the Bellbna’s b&K thTakpil^ 

poured in one or two broadsides; and at a few 
minutes before noon compelled the Bellona to 
haul down the Venetian, as - the Flore had the 
french colours. In the mean time the Mercure brig 
had also been firing occasionally at the Amphion ; 
but an 18-pounder was at length brought to bear 
upon her, and the brig soon swept herself beyond 
the reach of either ^giving or receiving annoyance. 
Lieutenant Donat Henchy O’Brien, by captain Hoste’s 
orders, now went with two seamen in the punt, and 
took possession of the Bellona. 

Am- Having secured this, prize, the Amphiott 
mikes round; and, making the signal for a general dhas#> 
brought to on the larboard tack, a little todtetewUM 
wgnai Cerberus and Volage, whose greatly disabled 

state had obliged them to bear up. The Amphioh 
had now the mortification to see her first ahd MbSt 
bdng valuable prize, the Flore, out of gun-slibt Oh hoV 
secur- weather bow, making sail for the island of ‘ Lessitlfi^ 
and towards whom the Dana^ presently edged away',ttl5 
if to encourage the Flore's commander in the dkM(> 
escape. dishonourable indeed, for the f¥enchsM|> 

had lain, for some time, at the mercy of the Amjihiofi. 
The Active also, until she made sail after the Corbft^ 
might have sunk the Flore, and probably 'Woura 
have taken possession of her, bht that it did'’jfi<Jt 
comport with captain Gordon*s spirit, to Sffey "by \ 
beaten enemy, while a fighting eUenW iremame'd f6 
be subdued; above all, when a friend Stdod th Ite'dd 
of his assistance. Had even the Cerbfei^fis 
been aware that the prize was not sfeeWred,''* elthfif 
ship, as the Flore passed them,' might haVte 
boat and taken possession of her. Hdfmgf* hft'd h'll 
rigging and sails cut to pieeeS, find' ekpfecflb|’**her 
foremast every moment to fall, the AmpMoh wf’ii 
mueh incapacitated frdfti giving ehaSe 
and Volage. ” ‘ 

The surrender of the Flore and Belldn‘a,'the‘ e^chpe 
of the former, and the closing of the Active with the 






Having h6r sails and rigging in a more perfect 
state than either the Cerberus or Corona, the Active mth* 
soon passed to-windward of the former^ and at about 
30 minutes past noon, when just in midchannel be- and 
tween Lissa and Spalmadon, received the fire of the 
Corcma j a most galling fire too, as the Active could Corons 
nlbt bring any number of her own guns to bear, with- 
obl keeping off the wind, and of course losing way 
in the chase. At length, at about 1 h. 45 m p. m., 
the* Active closed the Corona to-leeward. A spirited 
aetiott now ensued between these two frigates, and 
odtitihued until 2 h. 30 m. p. m., when the Corona 
nttrreridered, after a resistance highly honourable to 
the Venetian flag ; and which resistance she had 
protracted until almost within reach of the batteries 
of LOssina.' The Carolina and Dana6, the latter of Carou- 
Viiom, had she supported the Corona, might perhaps Dana6 
Have sftved her from capture, were already in safety escape 
dttdfeHhe guns of those batteries, and just about to sm^*' 
9n^ thU’ road. The whole of thO Venetian small- 
(jraft ’also'* effected their escape in diflerent directions. 
^**Tbe?‘4.0lp^ion had all her lower masts badly shot 
particularly ‘tbei* forefnast as already statei^, 

1^' 'twain yard-arm and mizen topmaSt Sfibt 

#Wi^/iiUd h0t Satis 'and rigging much but, Her Ib^ swe? 

cothpleUieftt Of 261 men and bbys, amoUhlM 
t^hfi>i!‘'floitiwaih,'(RiChard Unshdnk,)tWo midshlpitfdfl. 
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^|^ (lfi^iltlb^rt'SpeArinaiif‘and C%arle« 

seamen, and five marines ktllad, her*daf^^ 

^igW^ ami, and with serte severe coBtnsi^s> %ut 
h^f irould not qnit the deek till the wctioa was' overi) 
A™- (w^ lientenant, (David Dutin> severely,) one 
** “*“* of marines, (Thomas Moore,) two midshipmhftj fr riii- 
cis George Farewell and Thomas Edward Hoirte,) 
one' captain’s clerk, (Frederick Lewis, J two fir»t-e^s# 
volonteers, (Charles Buthane and the hbndardble 
William Waldegrave,) 34 seamen, and four private 
marines wounded; total, 15 killed and 47 wounded. 
Active. The Active, whose damages were comparatively 
slight, out of her complement of 300 men and boyS,' 
had four seamen killed, one lieutenant of marines, 
(John Meares,) 18 seamen, and five private marines 
wounded ; total, exclusive of a subsequent loss. Which 
will be noticed presently, four killed and 24 wounded. 
The Cerberus, althou^ without a stick shot away 
except her mizentopsail yard, was a good deal bat- 
tered in the hull, as her loss will testify. Gut of acom- 
plement the same originally as the Amphion’s, but 
since reduced by absentees to about 160 men and boyS^ 
the Cerberus had her purse r,(SarauelJeflery,) one mid- 
shipman, (Francis SurrageDavey,) eight seamen, and 
three marines killed, one lieutenant, (George Crump- 
ston,) 33 seamen, (one mortally,) and seven marines 
wounded,* total, in the action, 13 killed and 41 
voUge. wounded. The Volage had her main yard shot^^way 
inthe slings, and lost her fore topgailantDiasi; she 
was also greatly damaged in sails, rigging, !^d’m£Atfl 
rtep boll, on the larboard side especiauy/was Omni 
pletely riddled, and her loss of men was’ in 
tioU: in reference, indeed, to her COinplebie«ti''it 
urns far more severe than that' ofi any cte 'br hOf 
oonsorts, except the Cerberu#. * Gui' OF a ciw 
of ^175’^ men and boys, the Volage had OiiO 
^i|)ii^j(John Geors^;,) 10 seamen, and ^two) 
iftarihes* killed, one liehtenantiof niaiiiies>^^ (Wttihtt 
Btaj^hOna’ KnapmaO,) 27 seamen^ ahd^ '> 
marines wounded ; 'total, 13 kUled nn^^ wo«idi#« 



Woni»4e<l. 

jtfC!oi4pfti^3^ io wba^ is custofflaryit offieigl 

f <}^jPitiat' njaHeS) mot iths. slighitesi allu£fioo,4a tbe 
IWitwed .l)y ,the ,q|>posite ,|wty> a.rcbciUBstance 
doubt, to the difficulty of a^ertftining 
it, .widjtQ )ffie< necessity of forwarding tbe despatch, 
htail passible haste, to captain Eyre of the Maguifir 
can$,; tha british copimaiKiing officer in the Adriatic, 
iatord^ that he might adopt measures to complete 
the capture or destruction of the enemy’s squa^on* 
hforeov^er, when he dictated the despatch, captain 
Hoate was lying in his cot under severe sufferings 
from his wounds. Nor, minute as it, is in other re- 
spects, does the french official account enumerate the 
k^ed and wounded on board the Favorite. We may 
gathafi however, that, as 200 of her men were aU 
that remained after the action, about the same nunt- 
ber comprised the killed and badly wounded. Among 
tho former were commodore Dubourdieu and cap- 
hdn Meillerie, the first lieutenant, and other of the 
principal officers: so that the command at last de- 
valyed upon colonel Gifflenga, with an enseigne de 
vaiaseau to direct the working of the ship. 

, , .The Corona had her rigging and sails cut to pieces, 
hec masts all badly wounded, aud her hull shattered 
in eyeryiduteetioa; aud appears, from subsequent 
iqqv^y, ta have sustained a loss of upwards qf 200, 
ml- killed and wounded together. The JBeUcna 
had.^O, officers and mmi killed, and about the: same 
number / badly! wounded, including captain Dupdo 
:wha died of his wounds, This ship’s masts 
the closer of . the action, were all stand- 
ii^ ; ubuther hull, a mere shell in point of scantlipg, 
i^ .akmhich.principaliy the Ampbion had directed 
lii^n shat» iwse pierced .through and through. The 
tWiElore iwas.alsodhe part in which she Imd 
4H«ll^rnd the^mesf; andiber loss pf men, which »»s 
to. include berDicaptajn badly! ifnojumded^imm^ 
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LIGHT AS^^BUtGLE SHIPS. 

i*.‘k*the F<ivt»ite, bavkig 

her surviving cre w, blew up kith a gtewit** 


Bi^l 'the Sororia- fita^ Bellimi • wbr* i^ar 
iilttrtog her fate, and ptMc^d in oohsidatabb 
tlfe lives of all that were ^ board ef thedL 
as lieutenant O’Brien arrived oft board rae Bell^ 
to takp possession, he interrogated the gutoher^eis to 
tire slate of the magarine. The latter privatedy 
iiifbrmed him, that captain DUpdo; at the fc6m]tae<i0<^ 
irient of the action, had ordered to be placed in the 
biol*” small bower-cable tier two or three barrel^ Of gifli- 
Up Bel* powder; intending, as soon as all hopes of further ^e- 
sistanCe were at an end, to set fire to the train, and, if 
not blow up the ship, to intimidate the British from 
taking possession, and thus enable the survivors, of 
the crew to effect their escape. But captain Dupdo’s 
wound came opportunely to prevent the frUotuatipft 
of his diabolical design; and the officers of the Bdl- 
Ibna themselves probably had, for their owb safety, 
watched very narrowly the movements of their ca^ 
tain. Lieutenant O'Brien visited the Cable-tiOr, wlw 
the barrels of gunpowder, and, placing oiie iof hfe 
men as sentry over them, proceeded to the caBiir; 
where lay the mortally wounded projector, whplly 
Unconscious of the discovery of his plot. Captain 
’Duodo expressed his gratitude, in the strongest mam. 
ner, for the attention paid by the british officer tO ft 
^’beateft foe/’ but said not a word' about the polr- 
der ; hor were his dying moments distorted with Btft 
slightest allusion to the circumstance. ' n 

Serious Corona was much nearer destrtiction.^ 

S to c; M.,’ when in tow by the Active, the prize 
&)rona **1® “lain top ; and the whole pf hef Sofesihiaw, 
jMh its rigging, was presently ill flameS. 'JhC Aeflldj 
BpBfedifttdy cut herself dear^ and the* Cortriit wit 
tihftedrturning until 11 h. 30 ta. ;^#heti;!'5^l|| 
td thi' bifpmpt and eftergfetic exMlbOS bf 
J%tajfiS,BfekitfSbn Of thb-Cerberts, and Opbrgeffjmft 
ijf’*ffie Abtfve, aM’ theft* res|3ective partieS'of 
the flames were got under, lUt libt witJmttt wer'hfeS 
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■ x^Mowmik: ’ 

one rriarffld bf'Ue m\H 
mrk (i6»^ne'd/‘ari(l lieutenatit Hayg 

0»iprJan Siphi]^ (?66d4 m 

i^l^M'DeRlb^m^'fd tHe Cetbertis. ” 

iriertts of mi^ 

ilb^Hf”aa8l!^ lhov\^ that^ in point of fbrce, thff 
j^moh 'bhcf Cerberus were both inferior, ana tl!e 
J^btiVe^ 1iei*self bot more than eijual, to an^ of 
ft^r 4C-gun frigates 6n the opposite side, a^d thht 
Bbllbna and Carolina were either of theih a db- 
fcided ovOrhiatch for the Volage, we shall cOnsideb 
that thcf sfeven larger ships agreed with each other ih 
fobch, ahd thdf the three smwler ones did the same. 
Inhere were also, it will be recollected, one Venetian 
113-gau brig, one armed schooner, one xebec, and t W^ 
i^mboats, mounting altogether 36 guns, and perhaps 
e^ual, in the light winds that prevailed, to a second 
Bellona or Carolina, or, at all events, to a sebond 
V61age. The number of men in the british sqnadfon 
dj&pearS to have been about 880, and the numbet In 
fne iVdnco-venetian squadron, at the lowest estimate. 
Hence the British had opposed to them, a 
f6rc*e In guns full one-third, and in men nearly two- 
thifdS^ greater than their own ; and the whole of that 
as' far as the number and appearance of the 


^'^SlelS bbnld 


desknatfe 


its amount, was plain! 
and her three conSht^ 


d^Sbq^redl as the Amphion 

^dVanced to the attaCK. But the foe was met, the 
^bti’On foilght, dnd the Victory won; and fre'sh'and 
^fed^ rtill be the laurels, which captain Hoste and 
Blf §aoant companions gained at Lissa. 

circumstance, of a naval officia,! 
ht 'emanatlii^ frbhi the pen of a coloner of \rf- 



^ Ilf itsdjf. Justify a slight iriVestigfdt/oh 

,\dnd' really, if eVery officer^ command- 
l%j0^lfeHhd^hf'oi troops on board affehbh 

kodd" 'a story as colonel Alexa||f 
«l#mf wWa Wx^l! for the glbby bfth4 Wb 

’bUptain of thfe shipi! sS'dftld 


Fran- 
co Ve- 
netian 
official 
ac- 
count. 



LIGHT SQUASHOkS AND SHIPS. 

^Ii.' trin^t ihe paptictaafii'of thD 

coloUtlOifflenga saysr "AtdajilghtWfeliefrirf^f^jBd flfe 

Colo- ©tqiiish'divisioD, cDnsisthig of a cttf-doWn ‘||Hijs‘!or|lfB 

“*0'{- IhiD' and thfee frigates.” The coldnel th^D to 

iftttke it appear that, o^Ving chiefl;^ tb tne 
of the breeee, the attacking ships we^t ititt/'abwM tale 
by one.' He proceeds: "At half past ten, We ihiahW,'^f 
tae Favorite having fallen, enseigne VilleneitVl?* gd-’ 
nonnced to me that he could ho longer steer^ t|ib 
ship. We at that moment struck upon the rifcklf 
the island of Lissa. I ordered the people' tO 
debarked : I took possession of several vessdlsj ;ana 
I caused the frigate to be blown up.” ** Je 'm*empa- 
rai de plusieurs bAtimens et je fis santer la frdgate.” 

The English, in the utmost distress,” ados' ttfe 
colonel, "entered the port of St.-George, after* they 
had set fire to the Corona and one of their ir^^ffttes : 
the cut-down line-of-battle ship, after being wholly 
dismasted, ran upon the rocks of the island, and in ^ 
all probability was lost. The result of this aOtion 
is the loss, on our part, of tWo frigates, And, on, the 
part of the English, of one frigate and one cut-doWn 
ship of the line. It is the opinion of the sailors, that, 
if captain Dubourdieu had kept his squadron togh- * 
ther, we should have got possession of two' enghW 
vessels, although the enemy had two cut-down ship^' 
of the line." To show that these extraordinary state- 
ments really form part of the colonels letter,’ We sahi 
join the whole of the original passage.' '** Les Anghliil’ 
sont entres dans le port de Saint-GeOrgOs dans'^* 
plus mauvais etat, et aprhs avoir mis Ic fed h'lh frfii*’ 
gate la Couronne et d une de leur fregateS’i Te 
scan ras6, dOmslte de tous ces^mftts,etaH’deia^^snri 
lew roches de Wle. 11 doit s’etre perdu.’ ^ ' iLe rdsdltttt^ 
de^ ce combat est, pOur nous, la pette^dO‘ddnd'‘jfi^i 
gate's qui ont peri, et pour les Aimdis la 
frdgatb et d’un vaisSeau rasd. I/opihion d^t(!l^ 

mhrmsidt^qne, si le oapitaihe ElubouMietf trimiiiltid* 

railld sadivision^ nods' ^pnendriohs ddux^hditihied#*!^ ' 
glefiSj quotque Penn^ edt deux iddsl^u*^ 



AqflOl^ S0{jl? 

eittp©jf(iinary thatitpjpnel G^an,. 
i wm «lt this time witWn five 

simm oMfig ship of the iuiiii0rous ohks» ue- 

otf ^s^n. tHgates ; but she was Jswge#, ubh 

dcpl^^id^^ either of the tvyo 32*g^a fiigates it 
as^cml^dwlth her. The Active measur^ 10d8j<die 
^^ppipn 1^14,^ the Cerberus 816, and the Volage 
toQi^ Vei the Active was a smaller ship tha^^ 
the Corona, which measured 1094 tons, and than 
ei^er the Favorite, Danae, or Flore ; not one of 
wMch, we believe, measured less than the Corona^ 
"Vyhy, therefore, the Active should have been so- 
avoided during the battle, and so magnified in force 
after it was over, we cannot conceive. The fire on 
board the Corona accounts, in some degree, for a4iat 
is stated respecting that ship ; and, had any one of 
the .british snips merely touched the ground, there< 
w^quld have been a pretext for the colonel’s assertiont 
oAtbat head; but no accident of the kind occurred.* 

In stating, at the commencement of his letter,, 
tl^ the &itish had one cut.-down ship of && 
line,” and at the end of it, that they had two, 
thp writer reminds us of that prince of braggarta 
Falstaff and his men of buckram. 

Leaving the letter of colonel Alexandre Gififienga toi 
the contempt it merits, we shall make a few admissions, 
which, even in the opinion of a reasonable French-* 
man or Italiafl, will outweigh all the colonel’s rodon 

Commodore Dubourdieu advanced to dhecai. 
attack in a brave and masterly manner ; and, had 
ti|e4^avorite escaped being driven on shore, a much to-”* 
mofe seiious task, in die nature of things, would have 
dc^plvad iUpon captain Hoste. , Captain P^ridier also, hour- 
df^l^vee cnediti fi)r the gallant manner in which he 
8e<$^ift^d 4hc; views of his unfortunate chief ; and> aa^ 
th%refiph^A;Was badly wounded and below at the 
tip^ the Amphion, we should boi 

dmpp^ta exculpate him ifromAhe dishmumrahleiactr! 
®fniwk^ 5 *sil^»ft®v.hig. .8h4». had so nnequivocalljf. t 
surMudCiedwxOf hhe j)a»ab‘s captain# wa arciipa^idiii 



(it LIGHT SQUABRGHa SHIPS. 

!Wj 4’^ pei-h^pMt 'jPi 
<a« so.' <Wil^ re^peojt to 
'tWH|r>ri» officer, to wh9f\e\er mw 
•GQiild baye fought hi» ship better. |t 

i^wiH be reeqlfected, was not suWuej} hy 
ijeot* «aihj5 'had two frigates upon her yi succo^jp-f 
ciptata wid'.botlut the . firstf in ^tic^r, felt dieteffeoii. ,pf 
Pascha-* her i steady 1 and well-directed dfo* Py his 

behaviour in the action, and his frank and ■n^tnly* 
deportment afterwards, captain Paschaligo not/pi^, 
effiorded a.bright example to the little navy oCVenioB, 
and ennobled an already noble name, but gained 
himself the hearts of those into whose temporary 
custody he had fallen. .. . 

unt After the destruction of the Favorite, the iJOO sur* 
oftTO vivors of her late crew retired to Lissa ; in which port 
lay two prizes to the Active, in charge of two of her 
men of midshipmen^ James Lew and Robert Kingston. ’These 
Active, enterprising young men, assisted by some privatooj^s . 
men, actually summoned the 200 freneh seamen and 
troops to surrender, and they did surrender. . vAp ^lt 
contrast to this very gallant behaviour, a Sicilian jwi- 
vateer-brig, of 14 guns, commanded by Clmnento 
Fama, lying in the port, hauled down her colours t<t 
a oncngun Venetian schooner ; and that in the face 
of the british squadron. This was -i Fama'- indeed t 
The-Active’s two midshipmen, with the true GorddU 
spirit, went On board and took charge of the brig, 
tbeat off the schooner, and prevented* her 
destroying the british and Sicilian vessels in the*hgfr* 
Corr«»-, # f Oo the 15th captain Hoste sent adett^hy.jai[flf^ 
of 'truce to captain Peridierof the Flore, at anchor illi 
be. the^ roed of Lessina, demanding resMti^Cp n^rff^, 
mp*“q frigate' in the same state as when shoistnick . to l^ 

•Hoste jlsHphion. -This letter was replied 'ta h%iffie»cnpi^n 

Mptain of *lie-*Dana6 ; who, in coosequencO of inOf^O^a^^ 
Dana^ ftliRdridicr, had assumed the c^mmand.ef jthedwkttgfr 

re“‘ ve*tetmh- wqaadiH^.- t5He declalied that*4ho 

rtOt'strikeiher oolours, Imt had them, shot away*:.aiftl 
' recited eaq)tah»Hq8te/ifholmd 


^ fre»clig<ffifi»rRmeit^, ,’yj^s laW.. 
lfsNii<5?a8 n^iitWp £ig|i!?4- ow dated j - .and eaptain 
|jac.k, repeating hjs 4eaw4^4»vn tke 
lT^i^iie§tpfed to feiPi Thua ended. ti^iWinasa. 

T^ i|^a^,,Ftpr.«w and Carolina rm^io^ at 
ali^ja week) and thenproqeeded to Ra^uaa*. , 
iTkesjPorpna was a remarkably fine frigate^ , fenjllt 
early in tfia preqeding year at Venice, and lioganip 
addled to^tbe .3$-gun class of the british navj^.by,4;liO 
unme of Daedalus, The Bellona, a , ship of tona^ Medals 
was. .purchased for a troop-ship, and named Doyer, 

!i^oh of.the four captains present at the Lissa action,^'’' 
received a medal ; and the first lieutenants of 
ships, David Dunn of the Amphion, James Dickinson^ 
of the Cerberus, William Henderson of tha Aotive, 
and William Wolrige of the Volage, were each 
promoted, to the rank of commander,^ t.l 

jf jonly to add another to the many proofs which 
fhe<.world. has witnessed, that the boldest heart inHo?^' 
deeds ef arms is generally the moattalive to the softer jeia- 
im|>uls.es of humanity, we subjoin an extract fseW toone 
aietterof condolence addressed by captain Upshs^*.^” 
a near relative of John Robert Spearman^ ojue swpt 
of the two young midshipmen killed on board “*'*■ 
the Amphion, "ft is impossible I can de8Pr:d>e 
to ,yow the exemplary conduct of the poor lad J 
antmow writing to you about. If it is any consolation 
tn his friends to learn how he behaved, tell thCin< 
even in those days when all strove to emnla^r 
hfi. distinguished himself among his shipmates infl^ 
poat wifere honour or danger was in view, And^ 
I^.4msurej you, inot only am I deprived of a roost 
ex^aUeidjloungster, ami one whom. t. dearly esteemed, 
hflih his /country, as far as hia, youth may speak for 
hwiii^thaadQsfi. one of its .brightest hopes: .indeed 
hnoMi4e(8^ lamented, by. all? ... « . i 

About the 25tb, of, March th% twe firensh “e 

dfit^oibifri^teaAmdilie .and Adrienu^,l«ccompamed ennc, 

hy»t|ip 20-gun store-ship Dromadaire, laden withg'^^^ 
shot and shells pftV.ariQua sizes, and 90 tons of m#/ 



^ LIKqHT SQtADROKS AND SlMOLE SHIPS, 

18)1, ganpow^, escaped o«jt of TooIob, bo»B4jt!i> ,|I® 
StaS^Sfabd Corfu. On tho ». adnairal 
d«ire Co'tt^ detached the 74-gHn ship AiaXj captj^ft 
fro^ Wilder Otway, and the iS-pounder 30-gjiip *fiig^ 
Toulon Uiiit^, captain Edwin Henry Chambe^yne, l;a ^ 
eastvyard m pursuit. Qn amt^ing off Corsica,. 

Unite Otv^dy sent the Unit6 round Cape Corse, an^. 
puMuU tHb AjaX pushed through the straiis of BoHifacip . , 

' On the 30th, wheii off the isle of Elba, theiCnit^ 
fell in with and was chased by the three french ^ps ; 
who, on hauling off from her, steered for the BiomUno 
passage, and were left working through it. On 
the sdme evening the Ajax joined company, and the 
tiHro british ships proceeded in chase under all sail. 
On the 31st, at daylight, captain Otway discovered 
the objects of his pursuit to-windward. Owing to 
the short distance they were from the land, the Amdlie 
dnire and Adrienne • effected their escape into Portor 
Perrajo; but the Dromadaire was overtaken and 
Amttie captured. She was a fine ship of 800 tons, and had a 
•»d complement of 150 men, commanded by a lieutenant 
de vaisseau. The two french frigates afterwards 
Scktoff^* into Genoa; and thence reached Toulon in the 
Twiou succeeding July, as already mentioned.* 

In the latter part of the month of April the two 
armed store-ships Giraffe and Nourrice, each mount- 
ing from 20 to 30 guns, the first with 140, the 
other with 160 men, having in their company a 
merchant ship, also armed, and laden, as they alsp 
were, with ship-timber for the dock-yard at Toulon^ 
lay at anchor in the bay of SagMie, island pf Co|%icai 
Near- under the protection of a battery, mounting four 
1 ^“, . guns and one mortar, and of a martellp, tpw«^ 
ediu above the battery, mounting one gun. On thp' 
f]^"*36th, in the evening, the brjtish ^gnn 
Pombne, captain Robert Barrie, the frigate 
and the 48-gun brig-sloop Scout, captain Alexap^, 
Rentoi) Sharpe, arnvea off the coast^, with 

* Seep. 479. 



S %kj) NOORHICE. 

Hfie l^tidtibik' of &^taljdj^g these, 

’'d^ai^dore’^ ^ htt^^niri^, wn^t, W^ ' me 
Highlit his ^hips/ifaobii^od tliem Vi^in a ' i^ip^e’s tKrpjtv 
of tfib bkttet’Y, feftish t\yo cab|e§on ^nore,.?© %8 
lil jbj^es^ TOoic Moadsldes to the; barrow^ (^^^nce 
d^ditiodal defepce^Jtbe NQ||im^ 
lifiidbd her qiiarterdeck guns; an4 about 200 
troops,* afoo^ with her inarines and tfebsp' o^jWe 
CHmffe'; were posted on the neighbouring heighi^,;* 

'Atl these preparations were scan from the 
ships <ni the morning of the 1st of May, and opfyMdde- 
fehderM those On board of them the more anxib^ 
to eommenoe Operations; Notwithstanding the strong roope, 
jWsition of the three french ships, the craws of the 
two british frig^dtes and brig came forward in tpp scoat. 
ibost noble manner, and volunteered their services 
to land, or, as it was quite calm, tp attack the enen^y 
by boats. Neither of tnese methods being considered 
r^ctipable, captain Barrie resolved, as soon as a 
nreeiO spratlg np, to make the attack by the sh^S. 
Kndihg, by 5h. 30 m. p. m., that the calna still 
Ootftihued, and fearing that any longer delay wpuld 
enable the PrOnch to increase their force, the Po- 
mone. Unite, and Scout, in the most animated man^r, 

Wete towed by their respective companies, in the face 
of a henvy .raKing fire, into a position within ra'ngp 
cd grbpe ; when, at 6 e. m., the british shit * 

ttieir ' brbadsideS. The mutual cannonade lasted^ 
wi^oOt hny inteiTpission, until 7 h. 30 m. p. li. j whep, 
the Giifafih, bearing a cotnuiodore’s pendant^ ^d then 
the' Notfrriee', Was observed to be ph fire. ,*After; 
iWiids the brands from the Noiirrice Sdt fire to the 
rt^riiha,iithlhb,'nnd in 10 itiinuteS all three ships we)|e 
edinrilhtelyitt ablate. The PUtnone and fier cpns 9 r|b 
nhf^tthielmtdwdd themselVes pht ef danger ftom tM 
i ttie first 6f Which, that of the Glyafie^^iq^ 
p]|^ M’ 8h;’flO*M. p. and that df ihe Nourripn 
ib’ifew^idnu^s hfterWariiS. Some of'iBh tirabere df 
tihe latter, falling on the tower, entirely demolished 
VOL. V. ^ * 2 M ’ 




iua^ SQUAJOROKS AKD SIKOtfi ^ 


JpaAg^et iBre to th^ battei*y'belofw>wWeli? 

jS^ also Q^Joded. , 

Loss on object of the attack having thpis coitljbltteljr 

gide^'‘ sucdeeded, the three british vessels stood bbt^oheft#- 
*■ to repair their damages ; which, es^eept as to jthd 
Pomone,' who, having had to choose her station^ *fee- 
came of course exposed to the brunt of the actibny 
were not very material. The Pomone had two sea-* 
men killed, and 10 seamen, (four dangerously,) itovetr 
marines, (one dangerously,) and two boys wounded ; 
the Unito, one hiidshipman, (Richard '!* ^ 

one seaman, and one marine slightly wounded ; and 
the Scout, her first lieutenant, ( WjUiam Neame,) 
severely, and her boatswain (James Stewart) ana 
one seaman slightly wounded ; total, on board the 
three british ships, two killed and 25 wounded. The 
loss on the part of the French could not be ascertained; 
but, in all probability, was very severe. 

^aie ®f at 10 a. m., the british 38^gon 

and frigates Belle-Poule, captain James Brisbane, and 
chm a Alceste, captain Murray Maxwell, being off the 
bT Istria, discovered and chased a french man- 

of-war brig, of 18 guns, which shortly afterwards 
iSn^' Into the small harbour of Parenza. Having 

received intelligence that a vessel of that description 
ww -expected atRagusa, with supplies for the french 
frigates Danae and Flore, which had escaped froln 
captain Hoste offLissa, captain Brisbane resolved to 
attempt the capture or destruction of the french bWg'. 
Although there was only 15 feet of watdr ift the hatf^ 
bourj Md therefore no passage for the frigates, it wSfS 
ascertained that the brig could be eannbnafted^vHlth 
effect where she was then lying. AccoMtogfy the 
^nilde fallowed cWely by the Atoo^d; - Ijtodd 

and ie witldh a cable’s length of the rocks at the etfttoBCe 
hereon of «*n‘bottr, aud opened an animated fito^ eAV^ell 
shore, ti|>on . lbi|g as Upon a battery uildef '%h{ci^s|W 
lay^f ebdy after an hbur’s cannonade, cc^p^lled^he 
briff Ao haiijl. on i^r^ under the town, but 'bf gttei 



BEUa-POUItli! AND ALCESTB AT PArBNZA. 

.. l^bis attack the two f^ates had beeiiis^. 
freqiwfttly hulled, hlut' 8Ustaiii|d ho other darndga* 

^eti eo^a be wmediatelyrejiaibed, end no gredtdr 
1^ than the Belle^.Pdhle one, Mid the Alcdste two, 
seamen slightly wounded. 

efforts on the part of the khibB being 
useless, the Belle*Poule and Alceste, after me cloBd 
of the dayj anchored about five miles frotn theshoJ^J'g®^®^' 
captain Brisbane determined to take possession boats, 
of an island that lay in the mouth of the harboai?, 
and was within musket-shot of the town. Accord- 
ingly, at 11 P. M., the boats of the two frigates, cooj 
taining 200 seamen and the whole of the marineSj 
(about lOO in number,) under the orders of the Bellea and/^ 
Poule’s senior lieutenant John McCurdy, assisted by 
lieutenants Richard Ball Boardman, Edward A. Char* mand. 
tees, . and Alexander Morrison, and midshipmen, 
Hamilton Blair, Charles Matthew Chapman, Edward 
Finlay, Henry Maxwell, John Hall, and Arthur Grose, 
of the Belle-Poule, and lieutenants John Collman 
Hickman and Richard Lloyd, Mr, Howard Moore thd 
master, and messieurs James Adair, Charles Croker, 
and Thomas Redding, midshipmen, of the Alceste, 
proceeded and took quiet possession of the island^t 
By 5 A. M. on the 6th, with incessant labour, and the 
mnst extraordinary exertions, a defence was thrown 
Up, and a battery of four pieces, two howitzers and 
two 9-pounders, mounted on a commanding positions 
A field^piece was also placed at some distance otl ' 
the left, to divide the attention of the enemy j who, . 
aware of , the operations oT the British, had been 
busily employed (luring the night in plahting* guns ih 
vai^mfe ps^rts. of the harbour. Soon after 6 a. iii oe- 
thp'^renoh opened a cross fire from four dlSerenfth^^ 
pp))itij^, yrhich was immediately returned ; and the 
eimnqnsUie eoutimied, with great Vi^tir, dtu^ 
hburB, At the end of that time, the freueft 
being eUt to pieces and eunk, and'W course t^| 
object (Ctf making , the attack accompUi^ed, the BRi. 
fish "rbetubarkett With their guhs hud aihmunitibh j 

2 M 2 
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after having sUsta^ed a loss of four men, the gunner 
and on© sedman of the Belle- Poule, and two marines 
of tbe'Alceste, Idllec^ and one man slightly wotinded ; 
ni^ng the total loss to the British On the obbasion 
four killed and four wounded. 

Abeiiie On the 26th of May, at daybreak, the british 
IS^gun brig-sloop Alacrity, (sixteen 32-pounder bar- 
crity. ronades -and two sixes,) captain Nesbit Paliher, 
cruising off Cape St.-Andrd, island of Corsica, with 
the wind a moderate breeze from the eastward> dis- 
covered about six miles to-leeward, and immediately 
chased, a large man-of-war brig, which proved to be 
the french brig-corvette Abeille, of 24-pounder car- 
ronades, commanded by acting-lieutenant de vaisseau 
Ange-Rene-Armand De Mackau. Observing that the 
vessel approaching was a brig, lieutenant De Mackau 
knew at once the extent of her force ; and accord- 
ingly shortened sail, hoisted his colours, and fired 
a gun* of defiance. By manoeuvring skilfully, the 
Abeille managed to pour into the Alacrity one or 
two raking fires. The french brig now tried for the 
weathergage, and, having obtained it, passed and 
engaged her opponent on the opposite tack; then 
bore up, and, running close under the Alacrity’s 
stern, raked her. The Abeille afterwards hauled 
up on the same (the larboard) tack as the Alacrity, 
and engaged her to-leeward, keeping just upon the 
british brig’s quarter ; so that, while her own guns 
were playing havoc upon the decks of her antago- 
nist, the Alacrity had scarcely a gun which she could 
bring to bear. In a vessel whose tiller works on 
deck, the quarter is much more decidedly the point 
of impunity,” than in a vessel whose tiller Works be- 
low. For instance, in the Alacrity and brigs of her 
class, the space between the aftermost port and the 
stern ki upwards of 11 feet, to allow room for the 
sweep of the tiller, consequently, the whole of this 
space, one ninth part of the length of the deefc^ is 
wiriiont a gum 

The daiimged state of the Alacrify*s rig|^g sdoii 
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obliged ber to droip astern, and the^by afforded her 
the opportunity of bestowing a few shot in return for 
the many she had received; but the Abeille quickly 
freed herself from the effect of those by ranging 
ahead) and placing herself upon the Alacmy^s star-^ 
board bow. The latter^ feeling sensibly the iU effects 
of this diagonal fire^ threw all back^ and endeavoured 
to pass astern of her antagonist ; but the Abeille saw 
the well-meant manoeuvre, and at once frustrated it 
by bearing up. The two brigs continued thus 
engaged, . side by side, for a few minutes longer ; 
when the Alacrity, having had her sails and rigging 
cut to pieces, fell off, with her stern completely ex- 
posed to the Abeille’s broadside. In this defenceless au- 
state the british brig remained, until, having had all 
her officers killed or driven from the deck but the ders. 
boatswain, she was compelled to haul down her 
colours. This took place about three quarters of an 
hour after the commencement of the action. 

The Alacrity, out of a crew on board of 100 men nosson 
and boys, including 13 of the later, had her first and 
only lieutenant (Thomas Gwynne Rees) and four 
seamen killed, her captain, (slightly,) master, 
(David Laing,) one and^ her only master’s mate, 

(Mr. Warren, mortally,) surgeon, (William Turner, 
slightly, while dressing the wounded,) boatswain, 
(severely,) and eight seamen and marines wounded. 
Lieutenant De Mackau, in his letter, as given in the 
Moniteur, enumerates 15 killed and 20 wounded; but 
the account, as we have stated it, may be depended 
upon as correct The Abeille, whose crew amounted 
to, nt least 130 men and boys, lost, according to, the 
acknowledgment of her officers, seven seamen and ma- 
rines jellied and 12 wounded, l^ither brig, as far as 
a{qpears, had any' mast shot away; although botl^ 
partioplaiiy tbe Alacrity, had received damage in 
them, well as in the nggii^, sails, an^ hull. « v 

Here were two brigs, when the action bega% Re- 
abqat leqm^ly matched, and, when it ended; nearly 
equal sufferers in point of numerical loss : a circum- 
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tjie, termination af ii' Wife 
W^twre of one of thein^ aQ moeh the moiie ex^dp-. 
4li>lP^W' It was, however, in numbers nierefy, thift 
^ toss came so near to an equality ; as the Alhci^iy^ 
almost unparalleled loss of officers hap already in 
part shown, and as the further explanation,' which 
our duty calls upon us to give, will completeW esta- 
blish, Out of her full net complement of men 
and boys, the Alacrity sailed upon her last cruise 
with only 101 men and 13 boys. Falling in with and 
detaining a greek ship, rather largely manned, cap- 
taip Palmer sent on board his second lientenant, 
Mr. Alexander Martin, a skilful and zealous officer, 
and 13 able seamen, with orders to carry the ship to 
Malta. This was in the beginning of May. Thus 
j left with all her boys, and with very little more than 
Pal- four fifths of her men, the Alacrity encountered the 
nfght in the manner already stated. In the early 

wound, part of tlie action, captain Palmer received a lace- 
‘ ■ rated wound in bis hand and fingers, and went below, 

and remained below. The command, in cGnse- , 
quence, devolved upon lieutenant Rees, and a more 
efficient officer could not be found. Presently lieu- 
tant'ry tou^nt Rees had his leg badly shot, and was borne to 
ofiieut^gt. earronade-slide. There he sat, persisting in not 
being txirried below, and animating the men by eivry 
means in his power, until a second shot laid him dead 
on the deck. His place was filled by Mr. Laing, the 
master. While he was in command, the master*s 
mate, Mr. Warren, received his mortal rWound; and at 
lengths. Mr. Laing got, wounded also,, by a contusion 
in the i^per part of the thigh, and he went heloA^i 
''The- men on the quarterdeck now called Odt,' that 
de- j^re was no officer to command ibenl. limfitly 
on aft Japes Flaxmah, the boatswqifii ■^bp, 

boat4 iiltb^tgb he had received a painful woqnd m' tne ’fefi 
swaia, hjiia nail apd been knocked iiito the wafei '%y a 
.!! Kii«|dur,vvwa8 again, at his post on th4 #br^4ame. 
ebeerin^. np the jpnople. Hbrn, M%ht 

have gone on well, in spite of the dishnarfdhln'^ efl^t 
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V- ' ’ ' i 

g raced upoD ihe* crew by thegrabsenee of tbeir 
ij^ar^wQua'd^ captain. Alth’oii^faii^ band had ben^ 
di^sed^ the latter Was so storiiaoh-stoky or so si^ 

Some where else, that he remained below j atidy whether 
it' wae that a shot, which about thia time wounded 
Ihe surgeon in the cockpit, alarmed the captain in the 
cabin, or that the latter began to compajssidnat© 
others, as well as himself, captain Palmer Senb'yq) 
orders to strike the colours. No sooner was thO to^r 
order announced on the quarterdeck, than, snatching order* 
up a pistol from off the binnacle, the boatswain tob^* 
swore ne would blow out the brains of the first man 
who attempted to execute it. The threat had its 
effect, and the ensign of the Alacrity continued to 
wave at her gaff-end. In a very short time^ however, 
while the intrepid Flaxman was standing near the 
main hatchway, exhorting the crew to act like brifish 
seamen, the gunner, who ranked above the boatsWafn, • i , 
and seems to have caught the captain’s infection, 
hauled down the brig's colours. 

It was as fortunate for the memory of the Alacrity's Death 
late cemraandery as, in reference to the merits of 
this action, it was onfortunate for the cause of 
truth, that he died a mOnth afterwards of a locked 
Jaw brought on by bis originally insignificant wound. 
Every dices not know that, in warm <dii 

mates, a ct^paratively slight cut between the tfatunb 
and fbre-finger will frequently produce locked yaw } 
and’ tbepfolbre tie undisptrtea fact, that captain 
Palmer " died of his wounds,” not only exonerated 
ito, in |lubllc opinion, from all blarney but statriped 
his Character with a quality, to which, as is now 
evident, he had pot a pretension. Let those Who , , 

nudhtain, that Ilihe dead are not to be spoken ‘ill < ■ 
of, answer the question, whetbir the good of dhe • ’ 
iuS^^ual should not give way to the good ofdhe 
pwinj f ‘ A^efiier, in s^rt; it is not 'tnore'ccwsonatit 
/tCi'^iikipe to showy that a certain mishihp or ealamffy 
{ fttoso frow the defeodoft of one iin<n,*tmin lenyti^^fe 
, be^ipfewbd^ ltiat l^men failed in* ti^P di^ t 
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S '• 

lati. ’tiieire *weiB ^ems iu the biitisli? 

*2^ thjtt, had the Akcrity'not piet the Aheilte, anctA^ 
iw.it . the captain of the former not behaved- as hb 

weidd perhaps for ever have lain hid. Lieutewad 
should ■ for instance, might never have had an Opped- 
b'e'l|)X of displaying the trait of heroism vfbich , cammed 
ijgfied. his death; nor Janies Flaxman, the boatswain, the 
undaunted spirit that animated him, and which at 
least delayed, although it could not prevent, the sur- 
render of the british brig. Satisfied we are tlmt, if 
die details of every british naval defeat were fully 
made public, instead of, as is usually the case, 
suppressed or but partially given, sufficient glory 
would be elicited to counteract the disgrace, which 
the unexplained result of the action is, in almost 
every case, calculated to produce. 

Beha- Before we dismiss the action of the Alacrity and 
XtX Abeillejlet us do justice to the officers and crew of the 
French latter, f They did their duty like brave men and good 
seamen; and, as an additional proof that they were 
brave men, treated their prisoners with attention and 
kindness. With respect to the Abeille’s commander, 
be detained the promotion to which his gallantry so 
justty entitled him ; he was immediately confirmed in 
his appointment of a lieutenant de vaisseau, and 
made a member of the legion of honour. On the 
7th of February, 1812, lieutenant De Mackaa was 
made a capitaine de frigate ; soon afterwards a baron 
o( the french empire ; and on the Ist of September, 
1819, a capitaine de vaisseau. 
mwUai May, 1814, on board the Gladi^or 

Xrar-«t Portsmouth, a court-martial sat on the surviving 
officers of Alacrity. The courtf-ae- 

of Ai" ii^uUted them of all blame, and attributed the brig's 
'"•r- .Inis to s© many of her officers having been’ killed ©r 
fveiiHded, and to the captain's not restuihing e4 
after having bad his wound dressed by die suimoaa” 
The court, also, greatly eulogized theconductofjames 
Flaxman, the boatswain ; and he now, we believe, 
fills a similar station on board a line*of-batde sbip.c 



ki,i.mirr km kwauM, 

The £reiieh official accoont sta^p the force of .the 
Alacnify sit 20 eanronadesy 32rp0uaders.” > 
tUe there was some groond^ the brig having really 
XBfiiOPtedtwo small brass gans>2 or 3 pounders, aba£t. 
But there were no shot for them ; they were the cap- 
iaiafs playthings, and served occasionally to exercise 
the crew in the necessary art of polishing* Of this 
oversight, or whatever it may have been, in captain 
De Mackau, we feel the less disposed to complain, 
because he fairly states the force of his own bog at 

20 carronades, 24.pounders.” A french WritOr, 
whose works are of deservedly high repute in this 
country, has selected about four cases out of the mass 
to be found in these pages, in order to show, that 
** french valour can triumph over british bravery,” 

la'vaillance francaise pouvait triompher de la 
bravoure britannique.^’* Far be it from us to dis- 
courage the laudable endeavours of M. Dupin to 
reanimate the drooping navy of his country: we 
heartily wish he may succeed, because we are con- 
vinced that, unless the french navy thrives, the british 
navy will droop. By the French the British can 
afford to be beaten occasionally; and, had the 
British been oftener defeated during the six years 
that preceded, they would, we are sure, have been 
oftener successful in the three years that followed, 
the 18th of June, 1812. 

However, not to lose sight of M. Dupin, Ifet us 
remark that, in statipg the broadside-force of the 
Alacrity at 127 kilogrammes,” and that of - the 
Abeille at 102, he proves the inaccuracy of his 
infarmation respecting the mounted force of the 
two vessels. M. Dupiti may correct bis error by 
reducing the following into trench weights : Ala- 
«il^, . broadsiderforce 262 lbs., Abeille, same, 

. 200 ibs^ In stating that the french biig Renard was 
of th9 same force as the Abeille, M; Dupin is Also 
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* Dtqtini Force Natale, tome ii. p, 85. 
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wtong*, owiag* prqitebly to his beings unacq®plh^j 
tha,t the AbeilJe was not a regular-built frenoh ©or- 
Ybtte, bub a large amerloan brig, purchased Ut scmsis 
pprt du the Mediterranean and fitted out by , ih© 
> antral at Toulon as a cruiser. The very circuw- 
stance of her having mounted, before carronados 
were so much in use in the french navy, 18 Iqpg 
8-pounders and two brass 36-pounder carronades,* 
shows that the Abeiile must have been a brig of very 
largo dimensions ; especially when it is considered, 
that the Alacrity’s class, averaging 383 tons, was 
originally designed to carry 18 long 6-pounders. 
Guade- On the 27th of J une, at 1 1 h. 30 m. a. m., the british 
cSs brig-sloop Guadeloupe, of 14 carronades, 24-pound- 
a ers, and two sixes, with 102 men and boys, captain 
french Swabey Tetley, being off Cape Creus at the 

cor- north-eastern extremity of Spain, with the wind a 
and* fresh breeze from south-south-east, discovered and 
xebec, chased two strange sail in the north j which after- 
wards proved to be the french brig-corvetteTactique, 
of 16 carronades, 24-pounders, and two long 8-pound- 
ers, with at least 150 men and boys, and the armed 
xebec Guepe, of two long 18-pounders and six 18 or 
12 pounder carronades, with w or 70 men and boys. 
At about 15 minutes past noon the brig and xeoec 
tacked and stood in-shore ; and in another quarter 
of an hour all three vessels hoisted their colours. 

Sk At 0 h. 40 m. p. M. the Guadeloupe, who had pre- 
herand viously shortened sail, received the Taotique’s star- 
dnde^ bo^d broadside; then, passing under the lattei^s 
the bat- stern, returned it with interest, and immediately 
of sT.- afterwards lay her opponent close alongside to-lbe- 
Andrfe. i#ard. A spirited action now ensued; in which the 
ibdbec took a safe, but at the same time very 
pai4> by raking th&Guadeloupe astern. At 1 K. m; . 

'PiH. ibo Tactique made an attempt to board i^e 
britiidi brig? but was repulsed with con&idfNtable 


t StoveLJv. p. 336. 
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sINl^ter* Tbe frGnch brig tbeilfpassed tbe steni Gf 
the Guadeloupe i on which the latter bore up to Uloiae 
UM renew the action. About this time two batteries 
' near ’ft e town oif Saint- Andre, one of four, the other 
nine guns, opened a distant hre upon the Guade- 
loupe. ' Shortly afterwards the two brigs again came 
to close action, and continued engaged until 2h. 15m. 
p. M. ; when tW Tactique, having had quite enough 
of fighting, bore up, set her topgallantsails, and 
stood in-shore under the batteries, whither the Guepe 
had just before fled for shelter. The Guadeloupe, 
from whom the town of Vendre at this time bore 
south-west by south distant not more than two miles, 
gave the french brig a parting-^ broadside from her 
larboard guns, then hauled to the wind and stood 
ofl-shore. 

The Guadeloupe was a good deal cut in her sails 
and rigging, hut not materially damaged in hull r her sUe. 
loss amounted to one man killed, her first lieutenant 
and nine men severely, and two or three others 
slightly wounded. Although the Tactique did not 
appear to have had any of her spars shot away, the 
damages in her hull may be gathered from the extent 
of her loss, as it was afterwards reported to the 
British. The account received by the Guadeloupe’s 
Officers made the Tactique’s loss 11 men killed and 
,48 wounded, including 16 of the number mortally. 
Even admitting the amount to be somewhat over- 
stated, enough remains to show, that the Guadeloupe 
performed her part in a very gallant and efficient 
ihdimer, evidently beating off, without reckoning 
‘the xebec, a french brig superior in force to herself; 
mild which brig the Guadeloupe would in all j^ro- 
.^bility have captured, had the action been fought 
a ^ehter distance from the shore, where the 
^l^tique had no batteries to fly to for protection. It 
' hafralpefady appeared that captain Tetley, 'in a ihoDth 
m two after this action, commanded a british frigate 
■and behaved with great judgment and firmness.* On 

* S?e p. 481. 
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the 7th of the succfeedinff January, as the lists inform 
us, he was non firmed in his post-rank. 

Boats On the 4th of July, at daylight, the british 18- 
Unit 4 36-gun frigate Unite, captain Edwin Heniy 

under CbaHiberlayne, being off Port Hercule on the roman 
Crabb despatched, to cut out an armed brig at 

take a anchor there, a part of her boats, under the orders 
ootof lieutenant Joseph William Crabb, accompanied 
Port by lieutenant of marines George Victor, master’s 
® je’ mates Michael Dwyer and Henry Collins, and midship- 
man Duncan Hutchinson. On approaching the coast, 
the boats were vigorously attacked by the brig, 
which was the St.-Fran 9 ois de Paule, mounting four 
6-pounders, four 3-pounders, and a quantity of small- 
arms, protected by a battery of two 8-pounders on 
the beach. Very light and variable wiiujs prevent- 
ing the ships from closing to cooperate, captain 
Chamberlayne detached the launch under lieutenant 
John M‘Dougal, to support the other boats ; but ere 
she could reach them, lieutenant Crabb and his 
party, without the slighest loss, had driven the crew 
from the brig, and were bringing her out, in a very 
handsome manner, under showers of grape from the 
battery. At7 A.M.the prize, which waspartlyladenwith 
ship-timber, joined the Unit6 ; and, although the brig 
was materially damaged inher hull, masts, and rigging, 
no person on board was hurt by the fire of the battery. 
Boate At 9 A.M. the 18-gun brig-sloop Cephalus, captain 
unit^ Augustus William James Clifford, joined company ; 
andCe-and the british frigate and sloop stood along tne 
coast. At 5 p. M. Several vessels were discovered at 
captain anchor between Civita-Vecchia and the mouth of 
fo^d the Tiber. Captain Clifford, in a most handsome 
manner, offered to lead into the anchorage, and 
vessels, to head the boats in any enterprise which to cap- 
tain Chamberlayne might appear practicable. The 
Cephalus then, by the latter’s directions, stood in, and, 
pointing out the soundings by signal, came to an 
anchor under the fire of a battery of four 8 and 6 
pounders; by a grape-shot from one of which, 
Mr. Isaac Simon, the brig’s master, was slightly 
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wounded- The Unite shortly afterwards anchored 
in four fathoms, and the French were quickly 
driven from their guns at the battery. The boats of 
the Unit6, commanded by the same officers who had 
distinguished themselves in the morning, then joined 
the boats of the Cephalus, under captain Clifford; 
aud the whole went in and brought out, without the 
slightest loss, although exposed to a smart fire of 
musketry from their crews, and from a party of 
soldiers drawn up on a height above them, three 
merchant vessels. The remainder of those at anchor 
in the road proved to be fishing-vessels. 

On the 21st of July, at 5 p.m., the british 12- 
pounder 32-gun frigate Thames, captain Charles drives 
Napier, joined the Cephalus off Porto del Infreschi, 
into which port the latter had the day before com- boats 
polled a fr^ch convoy of 26 sail to run for shelter, cmroy 
The Cephalus, followed by the Thames, then stood into 
in and anchored; and the two opened a heavy 
cannonade upon 11 french gun-boats and a felucca, ^f**®***- 
mounting between them six long 18-pounders, two 
12-pounder carronades, three brass and two iron 
6-pounders, and manned with 280 men; moored 
across the port, for the protection of 15 merchant 
vessels, and of 36 spars for the line-of-battle ship 
and frigate building at Naples. 

The fire of the gun-boats, as well asof a round tower, 
and of a body of musketry on the adjacent hills, was soon cepiia- 
silenced; and, while the boats, under captain Clifford, 
took possession of the vessels of war and merchantmen, t^he 
the marines, under lieutenant David McAdams, landed, 
and stormed and carried the round tower, making an 
officer and 80 men prisoners. Within two hours from 
their anchoring, the Thames and Cephalus were 
again under way, with all their prizes in company, 
and all the spars alongside, except two which could 
nojt be got off. Nor did this dashing and important 
enterprise cost the life of a man; the whole loss sus-. 
t£^hnd amounting to the boatswain (Hood Douglas) 
fuid thr^ee seamen of Cephalus wounded. 
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iSli. On the 27th of July the british 38-gun ^rig<nt6 
Active, captain James Alexander Gordon, anchored 
Boats oflF the town of Ragosniza on the island of that 
of . name in the Adriatic, and despatched her boatS> 
under >^ith the small-arm men and marines^ under the 
Heuj:. orders of lieutenant James Henderson, assisted by 
derson lieutenants George Haye, who,’ though an invalid? 
after a haudsomely volunteered, and Robert Gibsort, 
convoy lieutenant of marines Peter Mears, master’s mate 
Charles F riend, and midshipmen HenryLew, Redmottd 
Moriarty, Norwich Duff, William Simpkins, Joseph 
Camelleri, Nathaniel Barwell, Charles Bentham, 
George Moore, William Wood, and William Todd 
Robinson, to attack a convoy of 28 vessels, laden 
with grain for the garrison of Ragusa, which had run 
up above the island and taken shelter in a creek on 
the main. * 

The creek being very narrow at its entrance, and 
three protected by three gun-boats, as well as by a force 
gun'** of armed men on each point, reported to amount in 
boats the whole to 300, lieutenant Henderson, accom*- 
th4- panied by lieutenants Haye and Mears and Mr. 
convoy Friend, and the small-arm men and marines, landed 
on the right, in order to take possession of a hill that 
appeared to command the creek ; leaving lieutenant 
Gibson to push for the gun-boats, the moment a con* 
certed signal should be made from the top of the 
hill. After dislodging several soldiers, who fired 
upon them during their ascent, lieutenant Henderson 
and his party gained the summit, and found them- 
selves immediately above the gun-boats and conVoy. 
Having madiC the preconcerted signal, lieutenant 
Henderson descended the hill, exposed to the fire of 
on^ of the gun-boats and several soldiers; but the 
attack had been so well planned, and was so iiobly 
executed, that the boats under lieutenant GibsOh 
boarded the gun-vessels immediately after lieutenant 
Henderson’s men had fired two volleys into - theth. 
Being attacked so warmly, the crews of the gun* 
boats, except three men and several others that Werd* 
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ifOtttidcd, jumped overboard and got on shore just iWl. 
as the frigate's boats came alongside. The guns in 
the vessels were immediately turned towards the 
flying enemy j and the British, without experiencing 
any mrther resistance, took possession of the whole 
Convoy*' Ten of the latter w’erif burnt by the cap*- 
tors, and the remaining 18 vessels, along with the 
three gun-boats, were brought safely out; nor was 
there the usual drawback of a serious loss to lessen 
the value-of the exploit, four men only having been 
wounded in the british boats. ♦ > 

On the 26th of May, in the morning, the british 
18-gun brig-sloop Pilot, captain John Toup Nicolas, 
observing four settees on the beach almost im-**^“ 
mediately under *the town of Strongoli, near the vcs^i* 
entrance of the gulf of Taranto, despatched her boats 
to bring them off, under the orders of lieutenants goii. 
Alexander Campbell and Fmncis Charles Annesley, 

Mr. Roger Langland the master, master’s mate 
Henry Pierson Simpson, midshipman John Barnes, 

(the second,) and Mr. Scotten the carpenter. The 
Pilot herself at the same time anchored off the spot, 
but, on account of the shoal water, not so close as 
was ’desirable. 

In spite of an opposition from 75 gbns d'armes, all 
dragoons, and 30 regular foot soldiers, sent from 
Cotrone, and above 40 of the civic militia, lieuterfant 
Campbell and his party effected a landing; and^ 
after dislodging the enemy from an advantageous 
position behind a bank and in a tower within half 
musket-shot of the beach, launched three of the 
vessels, and destroyed the fourth, becmise unable 
ifrom shot-holes to float. The whole of this service 


whs executed with no greater loss than one marine 
slightly wounded. 

On the 6th of September, early in the morning, and 
the Pilot, cruising off the town of Castellan in the 
same neighbourhood, observed, an armed ketch armed 
gectcped to the walls of the castle of that name. The 
b% immediately anchored close to the town; and,t«!ii«n. 
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having by her guns driven away the troops there 
collected for the protection of the ketch, captain 
Nicolas despatched the boats, under the orders of 
lieutenant Campbell, to bring out the vessel# This 
officer and his party gallantly landed under the ruins 
of the castle, and,^ after some opposition, advanced 
to the town; whence the few troops remaining 
there precipitately fled. Finding the ketch bilged, 
he threw her guns overboard and set her on fire. 
The seamen then, while the marines took post at 
the castle, loaded their boats with a quantity of 
corn and flax, and returned on board the sloop by 
4 p. M. without having sustained the slightest loss. 
imp<- On the 11th of October, in the morning, the british 
neuse 3 g_g,j„ frigate Imperieuse, captain the honourable 
offPos jDuncan, being off Possitano in the gulf of 

ritMo*' Salerno, discovered three gun-vessels, of one long 
18-pounder and 30 men each, moored under the 
non- walls of a strong fort. At 11a. m. the Imperieuse 
anchored within range of grape, and in a few minutes 
wts sank one of the gun-boats and silenced the fire of the 
fort. f ^ from the latter had previously cut 
away the frigate’s foretopsail yard. The fort being 
walled all round, the ship could not dislodge the 
soldiers and crews of the gu||(-vessels, who had 
sheltered themselves within it; and yet that measure 
became necessary, before possession could be taken 
Her of the two remaining gun-boats. Captain Duncan 
therefore despatched the boats of the Imperieuse, 
storm under the orders of lieutenant Eaton Travers, first 
“riy of the frigate, assisted by lieutenant of marines 
Philip Pipon. These two gallant officers, at the 
bring head of a detachment of seamen and the whole of 
the marihes, forced their w ay into the battery, under a 
’ heavy fire of musketry from more than treble their 
numbers; all of whom, except about 30 men left 
behind, with 50 stand of arms, the British compelled 
to fly in every direction. The guns mounted on the 
battery, which were 24-pounders, were then’«thrown 
over the cliff’, the magazines destroyed, and the two 
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gun-vessels brought off: nor was any greater loss 
sustained, in executing the whole of this dashing 
exploit, than one marine killed and two wounded. 

The Imperieuse, however, had had her rigging 
damaged, and, as already stated, her foretopsail yard 
shot away, by the commencing fire of the battery. 

In a few days afterwards the Imperieuse was joined Lieut, 
by the 12-pounder 32-gun frigate Thames, captain vJrs 
Charles Napier; and on the 19th the two frigates 
anchored close to the shore near Palinuro on the cap- 
coast of Calabria. The boats, commanded by lieu- 
tenant Travers, then landed under cover of the fire armed 
of the ships, and launched and brought off, without [I”]®' 
the slightest casualty, 10 armed polacres laden with 
oil, although the vessels, for their better security, 
were banked up with sand, and were defended by a 
large detachment of neapolitan troops. 

On the 21st the Imperieuse and Thames dis- 
covered 10 neapolitan gun-boats lying in the port of "nd*^ 
Palinuro, together with a number of merchant ves- 
sels, also a quantity of spars hauled up on the beach, ver 
intended for the equipment of the neapolitan navy. 

From the strength and situation of the harbour, »t Pa- 
captain Duncan did not consider that he had 
sufficient force to m:\|4e the attack with a prospect 
of complete success. He therefore sent the Thames 
to Sicily, to request lieutenant-general Maitland to sends 
lend him a detachment of soldiers. On the 28th the 
Thames returned, with 250 of the 62d regiment for 
under major Darby ; but, as this was just at the 
commencement of a south-west gale, no operation 
could for the present be carried on. Troops, 

On the 1st of November, in the evening, the time ma- 
proving favourable, the troops under major Darby, 
together with the marines of both frigates under 
lieutenant Pipon, and a detachment of seamen under 
lieutenant Travers, the whole commanded by captain ^nve 
Napier, were disembarked from the Thames at the from a 
back of the harbour. The British immediately as- 
cended and carried the height in a very gallant style, non. 

VOD. V. 2 N 



546 LIGHT SQUADRONS AND SINGLE SHIPS. 

1811. under a heavy fire from the French, who had assem- 
bled in force to oppose them, and who, soon after 
dark, endeavoured to retake their position ; but 
one well-directed volley obliged the enemy to retire. 
The Iinperieuse, pieanwhile, had been endeavouring 
to occupy the attention of the gun-boats and battery 
in front ; but th6 light and baffling winds prevented 
the frigate, during the evening, from getting nearer 
than long range. 

jmpi- tjjg 2d, in the morning, finding that nothing 

and could be done on the land side against the battery 
cilnnon-^*^^ a sti'ong tower that protected the vessels on the 
ndc beach, and within pistol-shot of which the gun-boats 
silence wci’e moored, captain Duncan ordered the Thames 
gun- to close, and captain Napier to return to her from 
amr** the shore. This done, the two frigates bore up at 
fort- the commencement of the sea-breeze, and, running 
along the line of gun-boats within half musket- 
shot, sank two and obliged the remainder almost 
instantly to surrender. The Imperieuse and Thames 
then, anchoring close to the fort, silenced it in 15 
minutes, and in 15 minutes more compelled the gar- 
rison to haul down the colours. The fort was instantly 
taken possession of by lieutenant Travers ; who, on 
Gal- seeing the ships stand in, had most gallantly pushed 
ofUe'ut. down the hill with a party of seamen and marines, 
'•‘y- and was waiting almost under the walls of the fort, 
‘ ready to take advantage of any superiority the ships 
might gain over it. 

Shore The guns at the fort, 24-pounders, being thrown 
2"*^ into the sea, and the gun-boats secured, the crews 
stroy of both frigates proceeded to launch the vessels 
\cHcl, and the spars. This could not be accomplished 
take oflf until the afternoon of the 3d; when the troops, who 
had all this time remained in undisturbed pos- 
session of the heights, were reembarked, and the 
marines withdrawn from the tower. The tower was 
then completely blotvn up, together with two bat- 
teries, and also a signal-tower on the hill. The two 
ships, accompanied by their prizes, consisting of siji; 
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gun-boats of one long 18-pounder each, 22 feluccas 
laden with oil, cotton, &c., and 20 large spars 
brought off from the beach, put to sea with the land 
breeze. Four other gun-vessels, one with two long 
18-pounders, were also destroyed; but this very 
dashing service was not exectited without loss, lieu- 
tenant Kay of the 62d regiment and four men being 
killed, and lieutenant Pipon of the marines and 10 men Jac? ' 
wounded.' The commanding officer of the gun-boats 
was captain Caraccioli, and the troops and armed 
peasantry, estimated at 700 men, were commanded 
by general Pignatelli Cercaro. Although lieutenant 
Travers was an older lieutenant than many who were 
at that time commanders, and altliough vice-admiral 
sir Edward Pellew, the Mediterranean commander 
in chief, requested the attention of the lords of the 
admiralty to ^*^010 distinguished services” which 
he had on that and on former occasions performed, 
lieutenant Travers, as we observe by the list, was 
not made a commander until the 15th of June, 1814. 

On the 27th of November, at 9 a. m., Fano in the Eagio 
Adriatic bearing south-east distant four leagues, the 
british 74-gun ship Eagle, captain Charles Rowley, Cor- 
discovered and immediately chased three vessels in 
the north-west quarter. These were the french 40-gun 
frigate Uranie, the armed en flute frigate Corceyre, 
and brig-corvette Scemplone, fromTriest on the 13th, 
bound to Corfu. In the course of a short time the Er>g 
brig separated from her two companions ; and the rX's, 
Eagle continued in pursuit of the latter down the 
north-east coast of Italy until about 7 h. 30 m. p.m.; IsTap- 
when, having lost her fore topmast by an overpress of 
sail, and been otherwise crippled by the 74’s fire, the 
Corceyre hauled down her colours. 

Owing to the extreme darkness of the night and 
the necessity, in the disabled state of the prize and 
the strength and direction of the wind, for the Eagle 
to stay by the Corceyre to prevent her going on shore 
near Rrihdisi, the Uranie effected her escape, as was 
supposed, into that port. The Corceyre is represented 

2 N 2 
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have been pierced for 40 guns, and to have 
mounted 26 long 18-pouuders on the main deck and 
two 6-pounders on the quarterdeck, with a crew of 
170 seamen and 130 soldiers; of whom she had 
three men killed and six or seven wounded, including 
her commander, lieutenant de vaisseau “ Longlade.” 
The Corceyre was laden with 300 tons of wheat, and 
a quantity of military and other stores. 

^n'riier 28th of November, at 7 a. m., while the 

con-**'^ british 38-gun frigates Alceste and Active, captains 
sorts Murray Maxwell and James Alexander Gordon, 
from 18-pounder 36-gun frigate Unite, captain Edwin 
pssa, fienry Charaberlayne, and 20-gun ship Acorn, captain 
inques Miller Bligh, were lying in Port St.-George, 

sqTa'-*’ island of Lissa, the telegraph on Whitby hill an- 
dron. nounced three suspicious sail south. Captain Maxwell, 
the senior officer in the port, immediately unmoored 
the squadron and prepared to go in pursuit of what 
was supposed to be a french squadron from Triest 
bound to Corfu, consisting of the 40-gun frigates 
Danao and Flore and 32-gun frigate Carolina, the 
fugitives from captain Hoste in the preceding March, 
As a strong french force was at this time assembled 
at Scisina, for the avowed purpose of making an 
attack upon Lissa, captain Maxwell could not leave 
the island without providing for its defence. Accord- 
ingly a lieutenant, midshipman, and about 30 seamen, 
from the Alceste and Active were embarked on 
board three prize gun-boats lying in the port ; and 
the whole of the 'marines belonging to the Alceste, 
Active, and, we believe. Unite, were landed as a garri- 
son for the two batteries erected onHoste island at the 
entrance of the harbour. Leaving, then, the direction 
of affairs to captain Bligh of the Acorn, captain 
Maxwell, with the Alceste, Active, and Unite, began 
Avarping out of the harbour against a fresh east-north- 
east wind ; and by 7 p. m., after A^ery great exertions 
on the part of their officers and crews, three 
british frigates were at sea. 

At 9 h. 30 m., when closq off thq south en^ of 
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Lissa, a strange vessel to-windward fired two guns, 
and the Unites boarded her. She proved to be a Nor. 
neutral, on board of which lieutenant John M‘Dougal, rc- 
of the Unit^, had takfen his passage to Malta. On 
that same morning, about 40 miles^ to the southward, gcnce 
this vessel had discovered three french frigates. 
Lieutenant M'^Dougal instantly obliged the master of gai- 
the neutral to put back, in order that the sq^uadron 
might be informed of the circumstance, and the 
vessel was on her return to Lissa when thus fallen 
in with by the squadron. With the cheering prospect 
in view, lieutenant M'^Dougal resumed his station on 
board the Unite ; and the three british frigates were 
soon under all the sail they could carry, against the 
fresh wind that now blew from the east-south-east. 

On the 29th, at 9 h. 20 m. a. m., the island of 
Augusta in sight, the Active made the signal for french 
three strange sail in the cast-north-east. At 10 a. m. 
the strangers were made out to be frigates, and were 
in fact, not the three french ships already named, but 
the 40-gun frigates Pauline, commodore Francois- 
Gilles Monfort, aine, and Pomone, captain Claude- 
Charles-Marie Ducamp-Rosamel,and the frigate-built 
store-ship Persanne, of 26 guns, captain Joseph- 
Andr6 Satie, from Corfu since the 16th, going to 
join the french squadron at Triest ; for which, and 
for the batteries of the place, they had on board a 
quantity of iron and brass ordnance. At first the 
three french frigates formed in line on the larboard 
tack, and stood towards the british ships ; but, on 
making out the latter to be an enemy’s squadron, 

M. Monfort bore up to north-west, and set studding- 
sails, followed, under an equal press of canvass, by 
the Alceste and her two companions. 

At about 11 a. M., finding that she could not keepPer- 
way with the Pauline and Pomone, the Persanne s^a- sepa- 
rated from them and stood to the north-east. The 
Active now steered for the Persanne, but was im- pursu- 
mediately recalled, and the Unite detached 
her. In the mean time the Alceste and Active 
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J811. continued in pursuit of tbe Pauline and Pomonej and, 
especially the Alceste, were rather gaining upon 
them. At 11 h. 50 m. a. m. captain Maxwell 
telegraphed the Active, Remember the battle of 
Lissa.” At 30 minutes past noon, just as the rocky 
island of Pelagosa bore from the Alceste south-west 
distant five leagues, the Persanne was seen to fire her 
stern chase-guns at the Unite, and to receive in 
return a fire from the latter’s bow-chasers. 

Aiccste At 1 h. 20 m. p. M. the Alceste, then running above 
mences niiiR kuots ail liour with the wind on the larboard 
action quarter, fired a shot from her foremost gun on the 
To-* starboard side directly into the larboard quarter 
“one. of ^ 1,0 Pomoiie ; who immediately hoisted a french 
ensign and pendant, and fired a single shot, which 
splintered the Alceste’s main topgallantmast. The 
Pauline, who was close ahead of the Pomoiie, also 
hoisted her colours, along with a commodore’s broad 
pendant. At lli. 24m., being still under a crowd of sail 
to get to the french commodore, the Alceste opened 
her broadside upon the Ponionc, and received a fire 
in return. At 1 li. 40 m., when directly a-beam of 
Loses Poraone, with every prospect of quickly reaching 
main tlic Pauliue, who had taken in her royals to keep 
mast, iiuurer to her consort, the Alceste received a shot 
from the Pornone, which carried away her main top- 
mast just above the cap. As the wreck, with the 
topgallant and royal studding-sails, fell over on the 
starboard side, and the Alceste in consequence 
dropped a little astern, “ cheers of ‘ Vive I’em- 
pereur!’, says captain Maxwell, resounded from 
both ships: they thought the day their own, not 
aware of what a second I had in my gallant friend 
captain Gordon, who pushed the Active up under 
every sail.” 

Active At about 2 p; M., having gained a station on the 
starboard or lee quarter of the Pomone, the Active 
I’o- brought that frigate to close action. At about 2 h, 
mone. jjj resetting his royals, the french com- 

modore braced up, and presently tacked and stood 
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for the weather beam of the Alceste. At 2 h. 30 m. I 8 ii. 
the latter and the Pauline became closely engaged, 

At about 3 h. 5 rn. p. m., seeing that the Poiuone Pa„iiiic 
stood no chance with the Active^ and observing, jiro- 
bably, the british 18-gun ship-sloop Kingfisher, 
captain Ewell Tritton, approaching in the distance, ‘'‘®. 
the french commodore set all sail and stood to the wuh" 
westward. Shortly afterwards the Active, although Alceste 
with all three topsails to the mast, unavoidably shot 
ahead of her antagonist, and a suspension of the firing 
ensued. At about 3 h. 40 m. p. m., just as the loses 
Alceste had arrived up and opened a fire from her 
starboard broadside,, tlie main and mizen masts of the and 
Poinone came downi by the board ; and almost im- 
mediately afterwards the frencli frigate hoisted a “mi 
union-jack as the signal of having struck. Neither ^"" 3 “'*' 
of the two british frigates being now in a condition puuiinc 
to make sail in pursuit, the Paulino eifected her 
escape. 

The Alceste, whose crew, after deducting those lossou 
left on shore at Lissa, aiiioiuited to only 2l8 menl.^jj;‘^ 
and boys, had one niidsliipiiian (Charles Nourse) and 
six seamen killed, one lieutenant, (Andrew Wilson,) 

11 seamen, and one marine wounded. The Active, 
who had about the same number of men absent as 
her consort, lost one midsliipinan, (George Osborne,) 
five seamen, and two marines killed, her captain, 

(leg amputated,) two lieutenants, (William Bateman 
Dashwood, arm amputated, and George Haye,) 21 
seamen, (one mortally,) and three marines wounded. 

It was about the middle of the action that captain 
Gordon received his wound : he was standing on a 
shot-bag and leaning on the capstan, giving his 
orders in his usual collected manner, when a 36-pound 
shot came in through a port-hole, grazed the car- 
riage of a carronade, took off a seaman’s leg, and 
struck the captain on the knee-joint ; carrying all 
off as if it had been done with a knife, and leaving 
the leg hanging by the tendons. Although, of 
course, he instantly fell, captain Gordon did not 
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1811. become insensible, but calmly directed the first 
lieutenant, Mr. Dashwood, to fight the ship ; and, 
as he was being carried below, told the second 
lieutenant, Mr. Haye, who commanded on the main 
deck, to do his best, should any mischance befall his 
senior officer. Shortly afterwards lieutenant Dash- 
wood had his right arm shot away ; and lieutenant 
Haye, taking tlie command, fought the Active, 
although himself wounded, until her opponent’s 
colours came down. 

fren*r daniaged state of the Pomone at her surrender 

sidc.*^** clearly proved, that her colours had not come down 
until all further resistance was vain. Her main and 
mizen masts fell, as we have stated, during the 
action, and her foremast very soon shared their 
fate. The hull of the Pomone was so shattered by 
the Active’s quick and well-directed fire, that the 
ship had five feet water in the hold; and her loss, 
out of a crew of 332 men and boys, amounted, as 
acknowledged by her officers, to 50 in killed and 
wounded, including captain Rosamel himself by a 
grape-shot in the mouth. With respect to the 
damage or loss of the Pauline, nothing can be 
stated with certainty ; but it was afterwards under- 
stood, that she entered Ancona in a very disabled 
state from her sufferings in the action, 
mtrks Here were two pairs of combatants, as equally 
on the matched, all circumstances considered, as could well 
action, bave been brought together ; and here was an action 
gallantly fought, we were going to say, on both 
sides. As, however, the french commodore cer- 
tainly abandoned the action before the fall of his 
consort’s masts had given the British a superiority, 
we feel disposed to concur in opinion with captain 
Rosamel, that his commodore shamefully deserted 
him ; and that, at one time, there was every pro- 
bability, that a spirited cooperation on the part 
of the Pauline would have enabled both french 
frigates to have effected their escape. 

'The best voucher an officer can obtain of his good 
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conduct in action is the testimony of his enemy; but, i®'** 
unfortunately, it is not every heart that can cherish 
such a sentiment, nor every understanding that can 
perceive how much it redounds to true glory, to 
give to that sentiment free and unrestrained utter- 
ance. Captain Rosamel, however, had the happiness 
to fall into the hands of an officer, who both felt, 
and publicly expressed, what was due from one brave 
enemy to another. Captain Maxwell thus expresses aMe 
himself on the subject: Captain Rosamel fought his^yj^pj 
ship with a skill and bravery, that has obtained for capt. 
him the respect and esteem of his opponents.” That 
this act of justice emanated solely from principle, 
may be gathered from the following well-attested 
anecdote. According to the etiquette of the service, 
captain Maxwell, as senior officer of the two bri- 
tish frigates, became entitled to the sword of the 
french captain : indeed, the french captain would 
deliver his sword to no one else ; but, no sooner did 
captain Maxwell receive it, than, considering the 
Pomone to be the fair trophy of the Active, he sent, 
or rather took, the sword to captain Gordon, as his 
by right of conquest. 

It was about noon when the Unite so far closed Un'te 
in the wake of the Persanne, whose end-on appear- 
ance indicated that she also was a frigate, as to 
exchange bow and stern chasers ; but the variable per- 
state of the wind, which shifted from south to east, 
and the continuance of the Persanne in a course 
that kept the Unite directly astern, made it nearly 
4 p. M. before the latter got close enough to open 
a part of her broadside. As soon as this was done, 
the Persanne fired her broadside in return, and 
hauled down her colours. 

The masts, yards, sails, and rigging of the Unite 
were more or less cut by the galling stern-fire to 
which she had been exposed ; but her loss was 
restricted to one seaman severely wounded. The 
Persanne was also tolerably damaged aloft; and, 
out of her 190 men in complement, had two killed 
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Rnd four wounded. Animated by the same spirit of 
fairness which, as we have shown, characterised his 
commodore, captain Chamberlayne says in his official 
letter, that captain Satie’s “ masterly manoeuvres 
and persevering resistance, for nearly four hours, 
reflect great credit on him.” 

Pomone was one of the largest class of french 
ing on frigates, and had in her hold 42 iron guns, chiefly 
prizes, 18-pounders, and nine brass guns, besides 220 iron 
Ac. ' wheels for gun-carriages. The Persanne, whose 
26 guns were 8-pounders, was a ship of 860 tons, 
and had in her hold 130 iron 24-pounders, and 20 
brass 9-pouuders. The Pauline, in all probability, 
had on board a quantity of the same description of 
warlike stores. The Pomone was built by the 
citizens of Genoa at the commencement of the war 
of 1803, and presented to Jerome Buonaparte on 
his being appointed a capitaine de fregate.* Like 
most of these presented ships, the Pomone had been 
rather hastily run up, and, on being brought to 
England in September, 1812, was found defective 
and taken to pieces. The Persanne was not a ship 
calculated for the british navy: she was therefore 
sold to the dey of Tunis. 

offi- Lieutenant Wilson, first of the Alceste, was pro- 
Aiceslc inoted to the rank of commander on the 17th of 
Active, September, 1812. The second lieutenant was 
Units. James Montagu, and the acting third lieutenant, 
James Adair. Lieutenants Dashwood and Haye, 
first and second of the Active, were made com- 
manders on the 19th of May, 1812. The officer,- 
acting as third lieutenant of the Active, was Redmond 
Moriarty. The first lieutenant of the Unite was 
Joseph William Crabb, already named in these 
pages ; and who, to our great surprise, still appears 
with no higher rank than he held when the Unite cap- 
, tured the Persanne. CaptaiuChamberlayne, therefore, 
had some reason for dwelling upon the ‘^extreme 


* See vol. iv. p. 295. 
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disappointment” it was to liis officers, on finding, 
when the latter ship surrendered, that they had been 
opposed to a vessel of inferior force. 

On the 2Gth of May, in the evening, the lG-gun®‘’“'® 
brig-sloop Sabine, captain George Price, cruising L"e 
on the Cadiz station, detached her boats, five 
number, under the orders of lieutenant William nu. 
Usherwood, assisted by lieutenant Patrick Finucane, 
and Mr. Thomas Settle the master, also by some of 
the warrant-officers and midshipmen, (we wish 
captain Price had enabled us to give their names,) 
to attempt cutting out five french privateers at 
anchor in tlie port of Sabiona. They were small 
fast-sailing vessels, of two 4-pounders and 25 men 
each, and had been, very destructive to the com- 
merce on that part of the coast. 

The boats entered the port; and, although the cap- 
privateers were moored under a battery, the attack 
had been planned with so much judgment, and was small 
executed with so much promptitude and gallantry, 
that each british boat succeeded in capturing ii toers. 
privateer, and that without the slightest loss. Two 
of the privateers were afterwards dragged on shore, 
by means of a hawser made fast to the lower gud- 
geon; and, in repulsing the french soldiers and crews 
with the cutlas, one british marine was wounded by 
a musket-ball. The three remaining privateers were 
brought safe off’. Although the crews of the five 
privateers considerably outnumbered the whole 
complement of the Sabine, and although captain 
Price describes his first lieutenant, who headed the 
party that performed the exploit, as an excellent 
officer,” the name of William Usherwood still ap- 
pears among the lieutenants belonging to the british 
navy. 
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No. I* See p. 1. 

No french or Spanish ship of the line or frigate (properly so 
called) captured, &c. during the year 1807, 


A list of ships of the line and frigates late belonging to the dutch 
navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally 
burnt, during the year 1807. 


Name. 


How, when, and where lost. 


gun-ship 

gun-frig. 


Pluto . . . 
Revolutie 



(H) Halstaar 
.. Utrecht 


{ Destroyed, in December, at 
Greisse in Java, by a british 
squadron under vice-admiral 
sir Edward Pellew. 
^Captured, January 1, by the 
Arethusa and squadron at the 
island of Cura^oa. 

' Wrecked, February^, on one of 
the Orkney isles. 


A list of ships of the line and frigates late belonging to the turkish 
navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally 
burnt, during the year 1807. 

Name, How, when, and where lost. 

gun-ahip 

64 Name unknown 
gun-frig. 

40 Ditto 

/Ditto 

^‘'/Ditto 

30 Ditto 


y Destroyed, February 19, off 
( Point Pesquies, Dardanells, 
^ by sir John Thomas Duck- 
\ worth’s squadron. 
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No. 2. See p. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates late belonging to the danish 
navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked^ foundered, or accidentally 
burnt, during the year 1807 . 


Name. 

gun-ship 

r(K) Christian VII 

80 < ,, Waldcmar 

L.. Neptunos 

• (M) Dannemark 

„ Norge 

(N) Arve-Prindts 

„ Justitia 

„ Kron-Prindts 

„ Kron-Princcssc 

„ Odin 

Princcssc -SopUia-Frcclerica 

„ Skiold 

„ Trc- Kronen 

(O) Princcsse-Carolina . . . , 

' „ Fyren 

64 / (F) Syeren 

1 . . Dittsmarehen 

gun-frig. 

qq / (^) Ferlen 

‘*^1 „ Rota 

r(R)rreija 

I ,, Har-Pruen 

‘icJ ” 

j (C) Nijaden 

I Nynijdicn 

L (11) Venus 


32 (11) Fredcrickscoarn 


IIow, when, and where lost. 




Captured, September 7 , at the 
surrender of Copenhagen, by 
^ the combined military and 
naval forces under general 
lord Cathcart and Admiral 
James Gambicr, 


TCapturcd, August 10, by the 
•< hritish 22-gun ship Comus, 
off Marstrand, Cattegat. 


An abstract of dutch, danish, and turkish ships of the line and 
frigates, captured, &c. during the year I8O7. 


Capt. Pest. 


Total Total 

lost added 

to the to the 
Du. Pa. &. bfitisli 
Wrecked. Foundered. Purnt. T. navies, navy. 


l,ost tlirnugh 
accident. 


Frigates 


Total. 


rnii. 


2 




2 


< Da. 

17 

. , 

, , 

, , 


17 

15 

Itu. 

, , 

1 

. . 



1 


fDu. 

1 

, , 

1 

, , 


2 

1 

< Da. 

y 


, , 

, , 

m • 

9 

9 

(.Tu. 

• • 

4 

•• 

•• 


4 



.27 

7 

1 


9 9 

35 

25 
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No. 3. See p. 1. 

A list of ships and vessels late belonging to the britlsh na\y, cap- 
tured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, 
during the year 1807* 


^ Name. 


Commandef. 


How, when, and where lost. 


gun-ship • 

(L) Ajax .. • • • lion. Henry Blackwood. 


74 <^ 


W -ni 1 . f sirTliomasTroiibrkl"c,bt.v.- 

Blenhcm, _ 


ad. 


gun-frig. 

44 (W) Anson . . • . Charles Lydiard 


38 Blanche * • sir Thomas Lavic ,.*•*. 


r (C) Java George Bigot, 


32 


(//) Orpheus , , Tlioinas Briggs . 


g.-p.-sh. 

{ (M) Boreas, . , . George Scott,. . 

{It) Nautilus . . Bdmuiul Palmer 

gun-sh.-slp. 

18 (.S) Dauntless.. Christopher Straccy 


g. b. sip. 

C(Y) Leveret .. Rich. Jas. Laurence O’Comior. 

18 ^ 


^{Z) Busy .... Richard Keilly . 


16 


(a) Atalante .• John Bower , 


„ C^sar • . • . (name unknown) . 


Mouchcron James Hawes. . . . 


{ Burnt by accident, Fe-* 
bruary 14, in the Me- 
diterranean : 250 oi 
her crew perished. 

{ Foundered, date un- 
known, off the island 
Rodrigue, East In- 
dies : crew perished. 

{ Wrecked, Dec. 29, ou 
a s.'ind-bank off Hel- 
stone. Mount’s bay : 
crcw,cxccpt 6’0, saved. 

{ Wrecked, March 4, off 
Ushant : crew, except 
4.5 seamen, saved, but 
made prisoners. 
CFoundercd, along with 
, J lilenheim : crew pc- 
rished. 

{ Wrecked, J,anuary 23, 
on the Coral reef, Ja- 
maica station : crew 
saved. 

{ Wrecked, December 5, 
on the Hannois rocks, 
near Guernsey : crew, 
except f)8, perished. 

{ Wrecked, January 4, on 
Cenigotto, a barren 
rock in the Levant : 
part onlyofcrewsaved. 
rCaptured, May 26, by 
, ^ the French, at the 
surrender of Dantzic. 
r Wrecked, NovemberlO, 
. J on the Galloper rock ; 
crew saved. 

r Foundered, date un- 
. ^ known, on the Halifax 
f station: crewperished. 

{ Wrecked, in February, 
at Rochefort : crew 
saved, but partly made 
prisoners. 

{ Wrecked, in March, on 
the coast of Gironde . 
crew, except 45, pe- 
rished. 

r Wrecked, date unknown, 
. in the Mediterra- 
jiean, 
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No. 3 — continued^ 


g. l>r. sip. 

14 (b) Pert .... Donald Campbell 


f (d) Explosion. . Edward Ellicot. 


Prospero . . William King 


gun-brig. 

r (f) Pigmy .... George Montagu Higginson 


14< ,, Speedwell. . William Robertson , 


S/. Lucia , , hon. Michael De Courcy . . 


"(g) Ferreter ,, Henry Weir 


„ Griper .... Edward Morris. , 


How, when, and where lost. 

{ Wrecked, October Id, 
on the island ofSanta* 
Margarita ; crew, ex- 
cept 1 1 , saved, 
r Wrecked, SepteniberlO, 
J on Lundy island, by 

\ the ignorance of the 

pilot : crew saved. 

{ Foundered, February 18, 
in the North sea. 
r Wrecked, March 2, 
J off Rochefort: crew 
1 saved, but made pri- 


( Foundered,Februaryl8, 
' off* Dieppe, 
r Captured, date un- 
known, on the Lee- 
ward-island station, 
r Captured, March 31, 
) by seven dutch gun- 
* S boats, and carried into 

L the river Ems. 
rWrecked, February 18, 
< off Ostend : crew pe- 
rished. 


Inveterate. . George Norton, 


Jackall .... Charles Stewart 


g.-cut. 

14 (i) Netky .... William Carr 


Wrecked, February 18, 
near Saint Vallery en 
Caux : crew, except 
four, saved, but made 
prisoners. 

Wrecked, May 28, near 
Calais : crew saved, 
but made prisoners. 


^(k) Elizabeth. . John Sedley 


Felts Robert Clarke . 


,, Tire-fiy . . Thomas Price 


r Foundered, date un- 
. < known, in the West 
C Indies: crew perished. 
^Wrecked, January 23, in 
j the bay of St..4ndero: 
'S crew, except three, 
perished. 

^Foundered, October 17, 
in a hurricane off the 
j Spanish Main : crew, 
' I except the surgeon 
and three men, pe- 
^ rished. 
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No, 3 — continued. 


Name. 


Commander. 


ttow, when, and where lost. 


g.*cut. 

rc) 


Barbara . . Edward A. D’Arcoy. 


„ Cassandra. . Goorgc Lc Blanc 


10 <( 


,, Crafty .... Richard Spencer 
,, Maria .... John Henderson 
8 (m) Subtle .... William Dowers 


f (o) Jackdaw . . Nathaniel Brice 


,, Magpie 




Edward Johnson 


,, Pike John Otlcy 

,, Wagtail .• William Cnllis 
k ,, Woodcock Isaac Charles Smith Collett 

F. V. (w) Ignition. . Philip Griffin 


{ Captured, September 17, 
by the french priva- 
teer Gen^wal-Ernouf, 
ie the West Indies. 
fFoiindered, date un- 
< known, off Heligo- 
C land : crew saved, 
r Captured, March 9, by 
< three privateers in the 
C Straits of Gibraltar, 
r Foundered, date nn- 
’< known, in the West 
( Indies : crewperished. 
r Wrecked, October 2(>, 
< on the rocks off Ber- 
C mnda : crew saved. 

{ Captured, January, by 
a Spanish row-boat ; 
and retaken, Feb. 15, 
by the Minerve. 

{ Captured, February 19, 
at Perros, where she 
was driven through 
stress of wc.ather. 
fCaptmcd, April 20, by 
< the Murat french pri- 
L vatecr, off Altavella. 
fWrcckcd, February 13, 
< at St. Michael’s : crew 
‘ v. saved. 

r Wrecked, February 19, 
. ) off Dieppe : crew, ex^ 
^ cept four, saved. 


Ships of the line .... 
,, under the line . 

Total 


ABSTRACT. 

Lost throvigli 
the enemy. 


Lost througl] 
accident. 

i 

r N 

Capl. Dost. 

Wrecked 

. Foundered. 

Burnt. Total. 



— . 

— 

— — 



1 

1 2 

9 

2*1 

7 

37 

■ 



— 

— • — 

9 

21 

8 

1 39 


2 o 
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No. 4. See p. 2. 

For the pay and maintenance of 98600 seamen sS. s. <?. 

and 31400 marines 6337500 0 0 

* the wear and tear of ships, &c.. 5070000 0 0 

the ordinary expenses of the navy, including 
half-pay to sea and marine officers .... 1142959 19 10 

,, the expense of sea-ordnance 591500 0 0 

„ the extraordinaries, iiichuUng the building 
and repairing of ships, and other extra 
work 2351188 0 0 

„ the expense of the transport-service, and the 
maintenance of prisoners of war, in health 
and sickness 2313000 0 0 

„ sick and wounded seamen 281400 0 O 


Total supplies granted for the sea- service . , . . £ 18087547 19 10 

Owing to an oversight apparently, the item marked * has been 
carried out in the London Gazette as 5000070, instead of what it 
is ; and the mistake has even extended to the total, which stands 
at 1S0176'17 . ly . 10. ' 


No. 5. Seep. 11. 

Lord Colllngwood' s general order. 

From every account received of the enemy, it is expected they 
may very soon be met with, in their way from Corfu and Tarentum, 
and success depends on a ])rom])t and immediate attack on them. 
In order to which it will be n< cessary, that the greatest care be 
taken to keep the closest order in the respective columns during 
tlic nighty that the state of the weather will allow, and that the 
columns be kept at such a suflicient distance apart, as will leave 
room for tacking or other movements j so that, in the event of 
calm or shift of wind, no embarrassment may be caused. 

vShould the enemy be found formed in order of battle with his 
whole force, 1 shall, notwithstanding that, probably not make the 
signal to form the line of battle, but, keeping the closest order, 
with the van squadron attack the van of the enemy, while the 
commander of the lee division takes the proper measures, and 
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makes to the ships of his division the necessary signals, for com- 
mencing the action with the enemy’s rear, as nearly as possible at 
the same time that the van begins : to his signals, therefore, the 
captains of that division will be particularly watchful. 

If the squadron has to run to-leeward to close with the enemy, 
the signal will be made to alter the course together 5 the van 
division keeping a point or two more away than the lee, the latter 
carrying less sail, and, when the fleet draws near the enemy, both 
columns are to preserve a line as nearly parallel to the hostile 
fleet as they can. 

In standing up to the enemy from the leeward upon a contrary 
tack, the lee line is to press sail, so that the leading ship of that line 
may be two or three ])oints before the beam of the leading ship of 
the weather line, wliicli will bring them to action nearly at the 
same period. 

The leading ship of the weather column will endeavour to pass 
through the enemy’s line should the weather be such as to make 
that practicable, at one-fourth from the van, whatever number of 
ships their line may be composed of. The Ice division will pass 
through at a ship or two astern of tlicir centre, and, whenever a 
ship has weathered the enemy, it will be found necessary to shorten 
sail as much as possible, for her second astern to close with her, 
and to kcc]j away, steering in a line parallel to the enemy’s, and 
engaging tliem on their weather side. 

A movement of this kind may be necessary, hut, considering 
the difficulty of altering the position of the fleet during the time of 
combat, every endeavour will be made to commence battle with 
the enemy on the same tack they are 3 and I have only to recom- 
mend and direct, that they are fought with at the nearest distance 
possible, in which getting on board of them may be avoided, 
which is always disadvantageous to us, except when they arc 
flying. 

The ejiemy will probably have a convoy of ships carrying trioops, 
which must be disabled by the frigates or whatever shi[>s are not 
engaged, or whose signals may be made to attack the convoy, by 
cutting their masts away and rendering them incapable of escaping 
during the contest with their fleet. 

In fine weather the watch are to bring their hammocks on deck 
with them in tlie night, which are to be stowed in the nettings, 
so that on any sudden discovery of the enemy, tiicy will have only 
to attend to tljc duty on deck, while tlie watch below clear the 
sliifi for action. 

If any ship is ohscr^ cd by her second ahead to drop astern during' 
the liigbt to a greater distance than her station is, she is to notify it 
to her by showing two liglits, one over the other, lowered down 
the stern, so that it may not he seen by shi}»s ahead ■ and, should 
a ship not be able to keep her station, those astern of her arc to 
pass her and occupy the place she should have been in. 


2o2 
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No. 6, See p. 136. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates late belonging to the french 
navy, captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally 
burnt, during the year ISOS. 


Name. 


gun-sblp 

80 . . Neptune . . 

p . . Algdsiras . , 
j . . Argonaute 
74 J . . ‘Heros .... 
I . . Pluton .... 

Atlas 

gua-frlg. 

. . Corni^lie . * 
(Z) Piemontaise 


40 < 


„ ThtHis 


L . . Artdniise 


How, when, and where lost. 


Captured, June 14, in Cadiz 
harbour, by the Spaniards. 

{ Captured about the same time^ 
at Vigo, by the same. 

f Captured along with Neptune 
1 and squadron. 
r Captured, March 8, in the East 
Indies, by the british frigate 
Sitn-Fiorcnzo. 

rCaptured, November 10, off 
J Lorient, by the british frigate 
Amethyst. 

I Destroyed, after having been 
chased on shore near Brest 
by a part of the british block- 
ading squadron. 
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No. 7. See p. 136. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates late belonging to the divtch, 
danish, russian, and turkish navies^ respectively, captured, 
destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during 
the year 1S08. 


Name. How, when, and where lost, 

gun-ship 

{ f Destroyed, March 22, on the 
• . Prindts-Cbristian-Fredciic, />«.< coast of .lutland, by the bri- 

L tish G4s Nassau and Stately. 
/^Captured, August 26, in the 

. . Sewolod Rus < Baltic, by the british 74s 

(_ Centaur and Ini{)lacable. 

gun frig. r Captured, duly 5, in the Grecian 

44 . . Baderc-Zaffer, Turk -< Archipelago, by the british 

t frigate Seahorse, 
j Captured, May 19, in the North 

36 (D) Guelderland, Du < sea, by the british frigate 

Virginic. 


An abstract of french, dutch, danish, russian, and turkish ships 
of the line and frigates, captured, &c. during the year 1808. 


, , ^ Total Total 

Lost througli Lost tiirough lost to the added 

the enemy. accident. F. Du. Da. to the 

r"”- — — — ^ 'i'. british 

Capt. Dest. Wrecked. Foundered. Durnt. navies. navy. 


rFr. 

Ships of the hne<( Da. 

fRu. 

Frigates 


{ 


Ff. 

Du. 

Tu. 


6 

i 

1 

1 


1 

1 


6 

I 

1 

4 

1 

1 


2 

1 


12 2 


14 


Total 


3 
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No. 8. See p. 136. 


A list of the ships and vessels late belonging to the british navy, 
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, 
during the year 1808. 


How, when, and where los>t. 


gnn-slnf) 

50 (T) Jupiter .... hon. Edvv. lleg^iiKihl Baker, 

gun-frig. 

as (Z) Letla Bobert Ilonyman 


f (C) Crescent John Temple , 


36 < 


,y Flora Loftus Otway Bland , 


,, Meleager. . .. Frederic W.aircn 


32 (//) Astr.'ra .... Fdnnintl Hiywood. 


g..p -s!i. 

^ (J/) Bantcrer . . Alexander S])ii)par(l 

22 <| 

\ „ Laured 


.John Charles Woolcoinbe. 


20 (0) Mui’os Archibald Dud 


g.-sh.‘Slp, 

18 (S) Berniuda .. William Homy Bayne 


g.*bg.-slp. 

18 (y) Carnation,* Charles M. Gregory 


/ Wrecked, December 10, 
on a reef of rocks in 
^ Vigo bfiy, coast of 
V Spain : crew saved, 
f Wrecked, January .31, at 
. < the entrance of Mil- 
C fordHaventcrewsaved 

f Wrecked, Deremhei 6, 
on the coast of Jut- 
. land, in a heavy gale : 

I crew, except about 
I twenty, perished. 

F Wrecked, January 19, 

I on the coast of Hol- 
. land : crew, except 
I nine, saved, but made 
[_ prisoners. 

^Wrecked, July 30, on 
I BarebiiHh-key,Jamai - 
. ca : crew, except a 
midshipman andthree 
k seamen, saved, 
r Wrecked, May 21, on 
I the rocks near the 
island of Anagada, 
West Indies : crew, 
I except four, saved, 
f Wrecked, Decemlier 4, 
'< in the rivei St. Law- 
f rence : crew saved. 
r Captured,Sei)teml)erl5, 

. ) off Isle-de-France, by 
J the french 40-giin fri- 
C gate Canoimierc. 
r Wrecked, March 24, in 
’< the bay of Honda, in 
k Cuba : crew saved, 
r Wrecked, April 22, on 
, ) the Memory rock, 
S Little Bermuda : crew 
saved. 

r Captured, October 3, off 
.} Martinique, by the 
j french 1 6-gun brig 
V, Pali nine. 
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No. 8 — continued. 


Name. 

g.-bg.-slp. 

r (a) Delight..., 


„ Deljjhuien, . 
„ Electra... 

L ,, Seagull . . . , 


16 (a) Volador,,., 


g--biig 

14 (f) llirondellc , 


(g) Maria . . , , 


,, Net ley. 


Rapid. 


12 / 


Sparkler. , , 


Tickler. 


,, Tigress.... 
„ Turbulent . , 

10 (h) Raposa . . . , 


Commander. How, when, and where lost. 

Philip Cosby Handficld TWrcchod, Jaimary 31, 

< on the coast of Ca- 
(_ labria. 

Richard Harward f Wrecked, Augu.st 4, on 

( the coast of Holland. 

, George Trollope hVn cKe.l, March p on 

< the coa,st oi r'Mcily : 
crew siived. 

f Captured, .liine lU, off 
I the Na/e of NorAvay, 

Robert Catbeart by the Danish 20 gun 

I brig Lougeii ami six 
L gun -boats. 
rWreckod, October 22, 

Francis George Dickins < f"!! 

J Avest Judies : erew 

C saved. 

{ Wrecked, beginning of 
Alarcl,, near T, mis: 
cretv, except four, 
perislied. 

r Ca|)tnred, September 20, 
j olf (itiadel«u|K‘, by 

James Bennett the Jrench corvette 

Departementdes Lan- 
L des. 

{ Wrecked, July 10, on 
the JaCCAvaid-ibland 
station ; crew, except 
nine, perished. 
rDesiroyed, May 18, by 
I the ball erics in the 

Henry Baugh Tagus, while atteuijit- 

I ing to ent out two va- 

L luable mereliantnicn. 

f Wrecked, January 15, 

; j on the coa.st of Ilol- 

, J. S. A. Dennis { land; crew, except 

j fourteen, saved, but 

L made prisoners, 

r Captured, June 4, in the 

J. W. Skinner* 1 Belt, by four 

C danisli gun- boats. 

/ Captured, August 2, in 
the Great Belt, by 

) sixteen damsh gun- 

* vessels. 

rCaptiircd, Juno 10, in 

George Wood the liay of Malmo, by 

(_ a danish flotilla. 

^Destroyed, Febrimry 15, 
j after running aground 

James Violett oti a shoal near Car- 

thagena, to prevent 
C capture. 
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No. 8 — continued. 


I^ame. Commander, 


How, when, and where lost. 


gnn-ciit. 

12 (k) Millbrook. . James Lcacb 



(l) Bacchus . . Henry Murray . 

,, Pickle Moses Cannadey 

(m) Firefly , . . . (name unknown) 


,, Capelin .... Joseph Bray 


,, Crane Joseph Tindaic 


Rook James Lawrence, 


,, Tang (name unknown) 

^ i, Wigeon .... George Elliott. . . 


rWrecked, March 25, on 
, < the Burlings ; crew 
C saved. 

r Captured, date unknown 
, < ontheLeeward-island 
C station. 

rWrecked, July 27, while 
. < entering- Cadiz with 
C despatches. 
j Wrecked, dateunknown, 
I West Indies. 

{ Wrecked, June 30, on 
a sunken rock off the 
entrance of Brest 
harbour : crew saved. 
rWrecked,Octobcr2(), on 
< the rocks at the West 
Hoe: crew saved, 
f Captured, in October, off 
xj St.-Domingo, by two 
frencli privateers. 

{ Foundered, on her pas- 
sage from Bermuda 
to England; crewpe- 
lished. 

{ Wrecked, April 20, on 
the coast of Scotland ; 
ciew saved. 


ABSTRACT. 


Lost tlirough 
the enemy. 


Lost through 
accident. 

-A 


Capt. Dest. Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt. Total. 


Ships of the line 

,, under the line 


Total. 


22 

22 


34 

34 



APPENDIX. 


569 


No. 9. Sec p. 137. 


For the pay and maintenance of 08(500 seamen s, d. 

and 31 4(X) marines 8112(X)0 0 O 

the wear and tear of ships, &c 3295500 0 O 

„ the ordinary expenses of the navy, including 

half-pay to sea and marine officers 1408437 13 9 

,, the expense of sea-ordnance 591500 0 0 

„ the extraordinaries, including the building 
and re])airing of ships and other extra 
work 2296030 O 0 

„ the hire of transports 3000000 0 0 

„ the maintenance of prisoners of war in 

health and sickness 556000 0 O 

„ the same of sick and wounded seamen;... 314(X)0 0 O 

„ enabling his majesty to provide a compas- 
sionate list for the navy and marines. . . . 5000 0 0 


Total supplies granted for the sca-service , . , . a^l 9578467 13 9 


No. 10^ See p. 203. 

Owing to the bookseller from whom we obtained the loan of 
the work entitled, Victoires et Conquetes des Fram^ais,” having 
disposed of it, and our inability to procure the use of another 
copy without sending over to France, we are obliged to omit the 
original extract referred to in the body of this volume. 
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No. 11^ misprinted 10. See p. 311. 

A list of ships of the line and frigates^ late belonging to the french 
navy, cjiptured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally 
burnt, during the year 1809. 

Name, How, when, and where lost. 


gun-ship 


Varsovie , 


rDestroyed, April 12, by a british 
] fleet under admiral lord 


80 < 


f" 


74 


(M) d’Haupoult 


60 

gun-frig. 


iZ) 


Calypso . 
CybMe... 
Italienne 


Caroline. 


40/ 


Gambier, on the Palles shoal 
L near the road of Isle-d’Aix. 
^Destroyed, October 26, by their 
own crews, after having 

Robust 1 been driven on shore near 

Lion r : * • I Frontignan, Gulf of Lyons, 

I by a british fleet under vice- 
L ailniiral Lord Collingwood. 

C Captured, April 17, by the 
J british 74 Pompee, Castor 
j frigate, and Recruit brig, 
V West Indies. 

Aquilon fDestroyed, April 12, satne as 

Tonnerre 1 Varsovie, except that the 

Calcutta^ en fldte . . . . < Tonnerre and Indienne were 

set on fire by their own 

Indienne L crews. 

‘Destroyed, February 24, by be- 
ing driven in action upon the 
rocks off Sable d’Olonnc, 
by a british squadron under 
rear-admiral Stopford. 

1 r Captured, August 16, at the 

^ ^ ^ surrender of Flushing. 

^ Captured, September 21, by a 
british naval and military 
force, in the bay of St.-Paul, 
Isle-Bourbon. 

Captured, February 10, by the 

Junon british frigate Horatio and 

consorts. West Indies. 
Destroyed, February 4, at the 

Amphitrite ^ attack upon the island of 

Martinique. 

Captured, April 6, by the british 

Niemen ^ frigate Amethyst, Bay of 

Biscay. ^ 

r Captured, January 22, by the 

Topaze < british frigate Cleopatra and 

L sloop Hazard, West Indies. 

T . ^^Destroyed, December 18, by a 

4 british force at Anse le Bar- 

’ V. island of Guadeloupe. 




Seine, en Jl&te, 
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No. \ \>^continued. 


Name. How, when, and wliere lost. 


{ Captured, July 6, by the british 
sloop of war Honne-Citoy- 
enne, lat. 43°4C north long. 
34« west. 

^Captured, June 18, by the 
^ british frigate Latona, West 
V Indies. 

TCapturcd, February 15, by the 
british frigate Belle-Poule, 
C off Corfu, Mediterranean. 

No dutch or danish vessels above a gun-brig captured in the 
year 1809; and the only riissian sliips of war captured were two 
frigates, the Speshnoy and Wilheinia, detained at Plymouth, but 
not proceeded against as prize. 


guii-frig 


{B) Furieuse, en Jidie 


36* 


rurieu 

F^lici 


. . F61icit(^, en Jldte. 


28 (r) Var . 


An abstract of french ships of the line and frigates captured, &c. 
during the year 1809. 


, , Total Total 

Lost through Lost through added 

the enemy. acudent. t«» the to the 

^ ^ — — ^ fiLiich british 

Capt, Debt. Wrecked. I'oundered, Burnt, navy. navy. 


Sflips of the line 15 .. .. .. 1 

Frigates 8 8 .. .. •• 1^> • 

Total 9 13 22 8 
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No. 12^ misprinted 11. See p. 311. 

A list of ships and vessels late belonging to the british navy, cap- 
tured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, 
during the year 1801). 

>iame. Commander. How, when, and where lost. 


gun-ship 

64 (P) Agamemnon, Jonas Rose 


gun-frig. 

38 (Z) Junon John Shortland 


f'[E) Proserpine. 


. Charles Otter . 


32 


(//) Greyhound. . hon. William Ftickenham . 


Solcbay .... Edward Henry Columbine. , . 


B. -fill. -sip. 

18 {li) Lark Robert Nicholas, 


r Wrecked, June 20, in 
< the Rio de la Plata : 
C crew saved. 

C Captured, December 13, 
) by the french frigates 
j Renonini^e anti Clo- 
C rinde, West Indies. 

( Captured, February 28, 
by the h cnch frigates 
IVnulopc and Pauline, 
L off Toulon, 
f Wrecked, April 29, on A 
{F) Akni^np. . . . IVillianiHenryBrownTrcmlctt J rock off Nantes : crew 

C saved. * 

r Wrecked, Oct. 4,(1808,) 

] on the coast of Luco- 
S nia : crew, except one 
(_ seaman, saved, 
r Wrecked, July 11, on 
< the coast of Africa i 
C crew saved. 
rFounderedjAugust 8, off 
J Cape Causada : crew, 

\ except two or three, 

perished. 

g.-bg.-sip. rFoiindered, August 31, 

|^(y) Foxhound James Mackenzie on her return from 

C llalifax:crewperished 
f Foundered, as is siip- 
, < posed, in the East lu- 
C dies. 

f Wrecked, January II, 

< on the ice in the Bal- 
t tic : crew saved. 

C Wrecked, January 22, 
j on tlie Manacle rocks, 

< near Falmouth ; crew, 

I except one boy, pc- 
L rished. 

{ Captured, November 28, 
by the french frigate 
Bellone.bayofBengal. 
y Captured, August 10, by 

James Tillard ) twodanislibrigs ofwar 

N and some gun-boats, 

( off Fredericksvaern. 
rWrecked, November 3, 
in the West Indies : 

L crew saved, 
r Wrecked, Dec.23, (1808) 

Fajna Charles Tapping in the Baltic ; crew, 

L except eight, saved. 
rWrccked, in November, 
^ in Carlisle bay. Bar- 
badocs : crew saved, , 


18 


Harrier .... Thomas R. Ridge 


Magnet , , . , George Morris 


Primrose. , . . James Mein 


16 S 


Victor, 


(aj Alaart 


Edward Stopford 


Curieux .... hon. George Moysey . 


Glommeti . 


, Charles Pickford 
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No. 12 — continued^ 


Name.' 


Commander. 


How, when, and where lost. 


Bb. (d) Proselyte. . . . Henry Janies Lyford. 


gun^brlg 

r (g) Bustler . * . . Richard Welsh 


,, Contest . * . • John Gregory. . . . . 
,, Defender. ... John George Nops, 

12 } if Minx George Le Blanc . 


,, Mornc^Foriuntfe, John Brown . . 

,, Belter William Evelyn 

,, llHupie Thomas Fcllowcs 

gim-ciu. 

14 (i) Dorninica , . . . Charles Welsh . , 


"(I) Claudia .... Anthony Bliss Williajn Lord 


10 <^ 


,, Saloman .... Andrew Duncan. 


4d 


(o) Carrier. 


. William Milner . 


„ Haddock. , . , Charles William Sclwyn 

,, Pigeon. . ... ..Richard Cox 

,, Sealark ,... James Proctor 

T.S, (q) Mediator. . . , James Wooldridge, • . . • . 


rWrecked, in January, 

< in the Baltic : crew 
saved. 

? W recked, Dec.2f) ,(1 808) 

< on thecoastofFrance; 
C crew saved. 

r Foundered, as is sup- 

< posed, on her passage 
from America. 

rWrecked, Deeeinber 14, 
on Col) point, near 
C Folkstone;crewsaved. 
rCapturcd, September 2, 
by six dariish gun- 

< boats, off the Seaw, 
where she was sta- 

l. tionod with a light. 

C Wrecked, January 0, oft’ 
Martinique: crcw,cx- 
ceptnineteen, perished 

{ Foundered, December, 
on her passage from 
Halifax to Leeward- 
islands. 

( Burnt, May.'J 1 , at Basse- 
Terre, Guadeloupe, 
r Foundered, in August, 
-f near Tortola : crew, 
(_ except three,perished. 
rWrecked, January 20, 
< off Norway : crew 
R.aved. 

rWrecked, December 22, 

, < in the Baltic: crew 
C saved. 

{ Wrecked, February 5, 
on the french coast ; 
crew saved, but made 
prisoners. 

{ Captured, January 30, 
by the french IG-gim 
brig Genie, Channel. 
rWrecked, January 15, 
. ^ near Margate: crew, 
(_ except two, saved, 
f Wrecked, ,fune 18, in 
’ the North Sea. 

r Destroyed, April 11, as 
, J a fire-ship in Basque- 
L roads. 
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No. 12 — continued. 


Ships of the line .... 
,, under tlie line. * 

Total 


No. 13, misprinted 12 . See p. 312. 


For the pay and maintenance of 113COO seamen s, d. 

and 3 1400 marines 7709187' 10 O 

,, the wear and tear of ships, &e 3295500 O 0 

„ the ordinary expenses of the navy, including 

half-pay to sea and marine olficcrs 1511075 15 1 1 

„ the expense of sea-ordnance 591500 0 O 

,, the extraordinaries, including the building 
and repairing of ships and other extra 

work 1841107 0 O 

„ the hire of transports 2760000 0 O 

,, the maintenance of prisoners of war, in 

health and sickness 806000 O O 

„ the same of sick and wounded seamen. . . . 370750 0 O 


Total supplies granted for the sea-service .... ^18975120 *5 11 


ABSTRACT. 


Lost through 
the enemy. 


Lost through 
accident. 




r — 
Capt. 

Dest. 

/■ ^ 

Wrecked. Foundered. Burnt. 

Total, 



1 

. . . . 

1 

6 

1 

17 

6 1 

31 

6 

1 

18 

6 1 

32 


No. 14. Sec p. 454. 

Extract from letter of captain Morice. 

'^Dans cc meme rhoment, jc m’apper^us que ccs deux b 5 .timens 
(^taient d<*matfes de lelirs mfits d’hunes <‘t un de son mUt d’artimon j 
chacun etait k son poste ct prf^t a combattre 3 le feu ccssa alors et 
je rcconnus laVt'iius; je passai k portee dc pistolet de rennemi 
sans qu’il tirAt sur moi, je laissai arriver hd’ pour lof, et lui 
passai encore k la meme distance sans qu’il tirkt ; je vins aupres 
du commandant, qui rn’ordoniia de demandcr k ce bktiment s’il 
dtait amene, j’executai I’ordre .sur-le-champ, ct vins lui rendre 
com])te que rennemi s’dtait rendu ; je mis aussitOt en panne, et 
j’envoyai un canot coinmande {)ar M. JVI(5nager, enseigne de vais- 
scau, pour prendre les ofliciers de ce bfltiment et les transporter 
a bord de la Venus : cet ordre fut execute. Le jour sc fit, et jc 
m’apper(^His que ces bktimens avaient combattu sous toutes voiles, 
en voyant encore une bonnette de hune en pendant li la vergue de 
misaine de I’eiinemi.” — Mon. December 18, 1810. 
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No. 16 . See p. 477. 


A list of frigates late belonging to the french navy, captured, 
destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, during the 
year 1810. 


Name. 


How, when, and where lost. 


gun-frig. rCaptured, Septetnber 18, by the 

^(Z) Vdnus < british frigate Boadicea, off 

Isle-Bourbon. 

rCapturcd, December 6, in Port- 
I Louis, (along with two frigates 

Bellone 

Manche 

Minerve 


I 




i 40 ( 


3G 


28 


{ 


named below, three armed 
brigs, prize indiamen, mer- 
chant-vessels, &c.) by the bri- 
tish forces employed in reduc- 
ing the Isle of France. 
f Wrecked, December 25, between 
) TatihouandLahougue, coast of 

^ France, and burnt by the boats 

V of the british frigate DJana. 

^ Captured, February 3, by thebri- 

tish 74 , Valiant, off Belle-Isle. 

^Captured along with Astr^e, &c. 

f Captured, March 21, by the bri- 
J tish frigate Horatio, latitude 
j 33^^ 10^ north, longitude 20^30' 

V west. 


Canonniire, eri Jidte. 

(C) Iphigdnie 

Ncreide 


N6cessite , 


No russian, dutch, or danish vessel of war higher than a sloop 
captured, &c. this year. 


An abstract of french frigates captured, 8cc. during the year 1810. 


Lost through 
the -'nemy. 

Capt. Dest. 


Lost througJi 
accident. 


Wrecked. Foundered. Jiurnt. 


Total 
lost 
to the 
frencli 
navy. 


Total 
added to 
the brit. 
navy. 


9 


1 


10 


4 
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No. IG. See p. 477 * 


A list of ships and vessels late belonging to the british navy^ 
captured, destroyed, wrecked, foundered, or accidentally burnt, 
during the year J. 810 . 


Name. ' Commander. 


when, and where lost* 


gnn-ship 

T4 (M) Minotaur, 

gun*frig. 

38 (Z) Lively.... 


John Barrett . 




(i5) Sirius . . • .Samuel Pym 


(C) Ipliigcnia.. 

(I?) Jl/agiciennc 
,, Nh'fidt^ . , 


,, JS^/pnphe . . . 
32 (//) Pillas 

g.-sll.-slp. 

16 (P) 

g.-bg.-slp. 

L> (a) Satellite . . 

g.-b.-slp. 


10 


J’(c) Achates.. 
1 „ WiUlboar.. 


g.-brig 

(») Conflict . ..Joseph B 

g.-ent. 

1 2 (k) Racer . 




(1) Alban, 


Diana . 

4 (o) Cuckoo . 


{ Wrecked, December 22, on 
the Haak sands, at the 
mouth of the Texel : 3(>0 
of her crew perislied. 
f Wrecked, August20‘, on some 

George M‘Kinley < rocks near Malta: crew 

k saved. 

'^Wrecked, August 23, in the 
harbour of Grand-J^ort, 
Isle-de-France, when ad 
vancing to the atta^’k of A 
, french squadron. 
fCaptured, August 28, b) a 

Henry Lambert french squadron at Isle 

k de-la-Passc,ofl’(irand-Port. 
, Lucius Curtis Wrecked along with Sirius. 

Nisbet J(.siabWnio.,gl.by|^'’'';‘'"-‘-<^ 

° t (Iron on the same occasion. 

rWr(‘cked, December 18, at 

-r . TO , I the entrance of the Frith 

M «-ar.l Snoyd Clay ..... j ^ j. 

eorge atia onvt.... | both, except one or two 

L men, sav’ed. 

Gcorirc Hewson ^ Wrecked, May 24, off the 

ucorge Hcwson | river Elbe ; crew s.-ived. 

{ Foundered, in December, in 
the Channel, 
f Wrecked, date unknown, in 

Thomas Pinto.. < the West Indies; crew 

k saved. 

r Wrecked, in February, on a 

Thomas Burton < rock between Scilly islands 

k and the main. 

y, f Foundered, November 9, in 

* ( the hay of Biscay. 

r Wrecked, May 24, on the 

Daniel Miller < coast of France ; crew 

k sav^ed, but made prisoners. 

Vl.om„ friiSS-.!’' 

j Wrecked, in May, at the 
William Kcraptliornc ... < island of Rodrigue, East 
k Indies : crew saved. 

' rWrecked, April 4, at Calant- 
Silas Hiscutt Paddon •.< zoog, near Haerlem : crew 
k saved, but made prisoners. 


Willoughby Bertie . 
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No. iiS-^oniinued, 


' ABSTRACT. 

f.ost throxigh through 

tile enemy. aceuitiU. 

Capt. Dost. Wrecked. Foundeied. Jhmit. 'I'olnl. 

SitipS of the line 1 .. ., 1 

,, under the line 3 .. 11 2 .. lf> 

Total 3 .. 12 2 17 


No. 17. See p. 477- 


4br the pay and maintenance of 1136(X> seamen e£. a. d. 

' /^ind 31400 marines 77D0J87 10 O 

the wear and tear of ships, &c. 3675750 O O 

,, the ordinary expenses of the navy, includ- 
ing half-pay to sea and marine oflicers. . 1573113 0 O 

„ the expense of sea-ordnance 659750 O O 

,, the extraordinaries j including the buihling 
and repairing of ships, and other extra 
work ^046*200 O O 

„ the hire of transports 2752062 6 0 

„ the maintenance of prisoners of war, in 

health and sickness 921336 19 8 

,, the same of sick and wounded seamen. . . . 352462 6 O 

,, the salaries, contingencies, &c. in the trans- 
port-office 32388 8 4 

,, superannuations in ditto 1 150 O O 


Total supplies granted for the sea-service i4?19822(X)0 10 O 


2 p 
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NOTES 


TO 

ANNUAL ABSTRACTS. 
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NOTJBS TO ABSTRACT, No. 16. 

“ The Atulante ; built at Bermuda, of the pencil-cedar. 
Number of hired vessels about 52. 


NOTES TO ABSTRACT, No. 17. 

* Ordered in the year 1794, to be laid down at Plymouth yard, 
as a lOO-gun ship, but in the following year altered to a 120-gun 
ship. The Caledonia did not, however, begin building until January 
1805 5 but she then proceeded rapidly, and was launched on the 
25th June, 1808. This ship was constructed from a draught pre- 
pared by sir William Rule, at this time one of the surveyors of the 
navy. An account of some of her dimensions and peculiarities of 
structure, as compared with those of the Hibernia, will bo found 
in vol, xxviii. p. 126, of Mr. Gold’s Naval Chronicle. 


Principal dimensiom of the Caledonia, 

Length on the range of the first or lower gun-"^ ft. 
deck, from the rabbet of the stem to the rabbet >205 

of the stern-post J 

Breadth extreme 53 

Depth of hold 23 

Light draught of Jg 

Burden in tons 261.5|.Jths. 

Mainmast, 

Main yard, 

Bowsprit, ; :: ^3 


in. 

0 

8 

2 

10 

O, 

8 

n 

4 

1 

Oi 
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The stern of the Caledonia is singularly light and neat, having, 
instead of the profusion of carved work which formerly decorated 
ships of her rate, simply the unicorn supporting the arms of 
Scotland. Her head represents the bust of a female figure emble- 
matic of her name, with the plaid bonnet and thistle of the Saxon 
green 3” also the bagpipes on each side. 


Force of the Caledonia when Jilted for sea. 

Guns. Pdrs. 


First deck 39, long 32 

Second deck 34 „ 24 

Third deck 34 „ 18 

Quarterdeck 6 „ 1*2 

10 carrs. 32 

Forecastle 2 long 12 

2 carrs. 32 

Roundhouse 2 „ 18 


122 

Vet complement of men and boys subsequently augmented 
891, including 39 boys and 160 marines. 

The Caledonia stowed 360 tons of iron ballast, 421 tons of water, 
and six months’ provisions for her crew. 

ft. in. 

Load draught of water for channel service , ^ \ 

Height of midship firstdeck port from water’s edge 5 : 6 

The result of several trials has proved, that this fine three- 
decker rides easy at her anchors, carries her lee-ports well, rolls 
and pitches quite easy, generally carries her helm half a turn 
a-weather, steers, works, and stays remarkably well, is a weatherly 
ship, and lies to very close. 

Her rate of sailing is as follows : 

knots, fathoms. 


Close hauled, under whole or single-reefed topsails 9 : O 

Ditto double-rerfed ditto 7 : O 

Ditto under courses 4 : O 

Large, under all sail that can with propriety be set 1 1 : 6 

Before the wind, under similar circumstances .... 9 : 4 


The Caledonia’s best point of sailing is two points from the 
wind 3 and, in a fresh breeze, few line-of-battle ships can beat her. 
This noble first-rate has thus, on trial, "showed herself to be one of 
the finest, as she and her five sister-vessels, subsequently built, 
continue to be the largest, ships belonging to the british navy. 
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In point of dimensions the Caledonia was rather exceeded by 
the Coinmerce-de-Marseille, the latter having been 3 feet 4 inches 
longer on deck, 1 foot inch broader in beam, and 1 foot 10| 
inches deeper in hold : which made her measure 2747 tons. And 
we believe there is now constructing at Toulon, under the able 
directions of Mons. Jkirrallier, late an assistant surveyor to the 
british navy, a ship, named the Royal-Louis, that will considerably 
exceed the Caledonia, or even the Commerce-de-Marscille, in 
dimensions. Her numerical force will, of course, be proportion- 
ably greater, but it is doubtful whether she will carry any heavier 
metal on the third deck. Hitherto, except perhaps in the cr^: of 
the Imperial, (see vol. iv. p. ^70,) the French have made the 

rentree,” or inward curve of the top-timbers, of their three- 
deckers so considerable, that no larger gun than a 12-pounder 
had room to recoil. 

^ The Victory was ordered to be classed as a second rate, and 
consequently the two ships building from her draugl^t, the Boyne 
and Union, must accompany her : these, indeed, in the official lists, 
had always classed as 98s. It frequently happens that ships are 
rated (yachts for instance) more in reference to the pay of tflo 
officers, than to any quality possessed by the ship ^ a ]^k"‘cticr 
which, as it destroys all method and consistency, ought t6\ljj 
abolished. 

^ The Dreadnaught, Neptune, and T<Sm^raire ; whose anomalous 
armament has already been remarked upon. The exchange of 
their third deck 18-pounders for 12s was considered an improve- 
ment : all three ships did not undergo the change in the year 
1808 ; but, to prevent multiplying the classes unnecessarily, the 
whole are removed in the present Abstract. 

^ The Martin j built at Bermuda of the pencil-cedar, 

® This was the first time that the british navy could boast of 
a “ 10-gun sloop of war.” The establishment of the class was 
eight 18-pounder carronades and two long sixes, with a comple- 
ment of 7b men and boys. These “ sloops of war,” therefore, 
were inferior in force to the generality of gun-brigs, and n(>t su- 
perior, except in point of size, to many of the 10-gun schooners 
or cutters. Surely, if the number of guns must be limited to lO, 
the carronades should have been at least 24-pounders. The size 
of the vessels, 235 tons, was quite equal to that caliber, and no 
one can dispute that they would have been much more effectively 
armed. In addition to all this, the whole class turned out very 
dull sailers ; proving, that as little judgment had been employed 
in modelling the hull as in establishing the armament. 

^ Number of hired vessels about 60. 
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NOTES TO ABSTRACT, No. 18. 
^ Number of hired vessels about 6T. 


NOTES TO ABSTRACT, No. 19. 

^ The Queen-Charlotte, built from the draught of the ship of 
the same name, accidentally burnt in the year 1800. See vol. iii. 
p. 9. Hence, a british first-rate is launched in 1810, which was 
designed in 1/79 or 1780. Surely, ifris suflieient to perpetuate 
the name, without the faults, of an old ship. The first Queen- 
Charlotte was never an extraordinary sailer, and her lowertleck 
ports were only four feet and a half from the water : the incon- 
venience she suffered on that account, in the action of the ^9th of 
IMay/1794, may be seen stated at vol. i. p. 198. 

’ Number of hired vessels about GO. 


THE END OF VOL. V. 
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